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" What I consider as the peculiar valiie of tbe 
foUowing woric, is the quantity it contains of John- 
son's oonTcrsation^ which is universally acknow* 
ledged to hare been eminently instmctire and en« 
tertaining."— BoswEix. 

** Dr. Johnson's conversations, in Boswell's Life, 
is much better than his published works : and the 
fragments of the opinions of celebrated men, pre- 
served in their letters, or in anecdotes of them, are 
justly sought after as invaluable, for the same rea- 
son."— Baldwin's London MAOAziNSr 
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JOHNSONIANA, &c. 



PART I. 

No. I. 

EDUCATION. 

<Dr. Johnson began to learn Latin with Mr. Haw- 
kins^ nsher, or under-master of Lichfield school ; 
" a man," said he, " very skilful in his little way." 
-With him he continued two years, and then rose to 
be under the care of Mr. Hunter, the head master, 
who, according to his account, ** was very severe— 
and wrong-headedly severe. He used," said he, 
" to beat us unmercifully : and he did not distin- 
guish between ignorance and negligence ; for he 
would beat a boy equally for not knowing a thing, 
as for neglecting to know it. He would ask a boy 
a question, and if he did not answer it, he would 
beat him, without considering whether he had an 
opportunity of knowing how to answer it. For in- 
stance, he would call up a boy and ask him Latin for 
a candlestick, which the boy could not expect to be 
asked. Now, sir, if a boy could answer every ques- 
tion, there would be no need of a master to teach 
hhn." 
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6 JOHNSONIANA. 

It is, however, but justice to the memory of Mr. 
Huuter, to mention, that though he might err in be- 
ing too severe, the school of Lichfield was very re- 
spectable in his time. The late Dr. Taylor, pre- 
bendary of Westminster, who was educated under 
him, told Mr. Boswell, that '' he was an excellent 
master, and that his ushers were most of them men 
of eminence ; that Holbrook, one of the most in- 
genious men, best scholars, and best preachers of 
his age, was usher during the greatest part of the 
time that Johnson was at school. Then came 
Hague, of whom as much might be said, with the 
addition that he was an elegant poet. Hague was 
succeeded by Green, afterward bishop of Lincoln, 
whose character in the learned world is well l^nown* 
In the same form with Johnson was Congreve, who 
afterward became chaplain to archbishop Boulter, 
■and by this connexion obtained good preferment in 
Ireland. He was a younger son of the ancient fa- 
mily of Congreve, in Staffordshire, of which the 
poet was a branch : his brother sold the estate. 
There was also Lowe, afterward canon of Wind- 
sor." 

Indeed Johnson was very sensible how much he 
owed to Mr. Hunter. Mr. Langton one day aslced 
him how he had acquired so accurate a knowledge 
of Latin, in which, perhaps, he was exceeded by no 
man 9f his time : he S£ud, *< My master whipped 
me very well : without that, sir, I should have done 
nothing." He fold Mr. Langton, that while Hunter 
was flogging his boys unmercifully, he used to say, 
" And this I do to save you from the gallows." 
Johnson, upon all occasions, expressed his approba- 
tion of enforcing instruction by means of the rod. 
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EDUCATION. 7 

<' I would rather/' said he, ** hssve the rod to be 
the general terror to all, to make them learn, than 
tell a child, if yon do thus, or thus, you will be more 
esteemed than your brothers or sisters. The rod 
produces an effect which terminates in itself. A 
child is afraid of being whipped — and gets his task 
••—and there's an end on't; whereas, by exciting 
emulation, and comparisons of superiority, you lay 
the foundation of lasting mischief: you make bro* 
thers and sisters hate each other." 

W^hen Johnson saw some young ladies in Lincoln- 
shire, who were remarkably well behaved, owing 
to their mother's strict discipline and serere correc- 
tion, he exclaimed, in one of Shakspe^re's lines, a 
little varied, 

'* Rod', 1 will honour thee for this Chy duty.* 

At a subsequent period, he observed to Dr. Rose, 
** There Is now less flogging in out great schools 
than formerly, but then less is learned there ; so 
that what the boys get at one end they lose at the 
other.'' 

He thus discriminated, to Dr. Percy, bishop of 
Dromore, his progress at his two grammar schools : 
** At one I learned much in the school, but little 
from the master; in the other, I learned much 
from the master, but little in the school." 

After leaving school, he remsuned at home two 
years before he went to college. What he read dtu 
ring this period, was not works of mere amusement 
—-«• not voyages and travels, but all literature, sir, all 
ancient writers, all manly ; though but little Greek 
—only some of Auacreon and Heslod : but in this 
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8 JOHNIONIANA. 

irregular manner. I had looked into a great many 
books which were not. commonly known at the nni- 
versities, where they, seldom read any ^ books but 
what are put into their. hands by their tutors; so 
that. when. I came to Oxford, Dr. Adams, now 
majBterof Pembroke college, told me, I was the best 
qualified for the university that he had ever known 
come ther^." 

His apartment in Pembroke college was that 
upon the second floor over the gateway. One day, 
while he was sitting, in it quite alone. Dr. Panting, 
the;n master of the college, whom he called a Jlrie 
Jacobite feUow^ overheard him uttering this soli- 
loquy, in his strong emphatic voice, ** Well, I have 
a mind to see what is done in other places of learn^ 
ing. I'll go and visit the universities abroad. I'll 
i;o to France and Italy. Pll go to Padua-^and I'll 
mind my business : for an Athetiian blockhead is 
the worst of all blockheads." 

Dr. Adams observed^ that Johnson, while be was 
at Pembroke college, ** was caressed and loved by 
all about him, was a gay and frolicksome .fellow, 
and passed there the happiest part of his life." But 
this is a striking proof of the fallacy of appearances, 
and how little any of us know of the real internal 
state even of those whom we see most frequently ; 
for the truth is, that he was then depressed by po- 
verty, and irritated by disease. When Boswell mtn^ 
tioned to him this account, as given him by Dr. 
Adams, he said,^*' Ah, sir, I was mad and violent. 
It was bitterness which they mistook for frolic. I 
was miserably poor, and I thought to fight my way 
by my literature and my wit ; so I disgregarded aU 
power and all authority.'* 
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EDUCATION. 9 

On a visit to Osiotd, three-aod-twenty years after 
lie had left it, he waited on the master of his old 
college. Dr. Radcliffe^ who received him tery coldly. 
Johnson at least expected that the master wonld 
order a copy of his Dictionary, now near publica- 
tlon ; but the master did not choose to talk on th€ 
snbject, and never asked Johnson to dine, or even 
to visit him, while he stayed at Oxford. After he 
had left the lod^ngs, Johnson said to Mr. Wartoo, 
who had accompanied him, ** There Uvesaman who 
ifves by the revennes of literature, and will not 
move a finger to support it. If I come to live at 
Oxford, I shall take up my abode at Trinity.*? 
They then called on the Rev. Mn Meeke, one of the 
fellows, and of Johnson's standing. Here was a 
most cordial greeting on both sides. On leaving 
bim, Johnson said, <' I used to think Meeke had 
excellent parts, when we were boys together at the 
college ; but, alas ! 

* Lost in a eonvenf s lolitary gloom I—* * 

'* I remember, at the classical lecture in the hall, I 
could not bear Meeke's superiority, and I tried tO 
sit as far from him as I could, that I might not hear 
him construe. About the same time of life, Meeke 
was left behind at Oxford to feed on a fellowship, 
and I went to London to get mjr living : now, sir, 
seeihe difference of our literary characters !" 

As they were leaving the college, he said, *' Here 
I translated Pope's Messiah. Whieh do you think 
is the best line in it ? My own favourite is, 

< YftUit furomatieas fundit Saronxca nubes.' " 
B 2 
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.Warton told him, be thought it a very sonorous 
hexameter ; but did not tell him it was not iu the 
Virgilian style. 

He much regretted that his first tutor was dead, 
for whom he seemed to retain the greatest regard. 
He said, " I once had been a whole morning sliding 
in Christ Church meadows, and missed his lecture 
in logic. After dinner, he sent for me to his room< 
I expected a sharp rebuke for my idleness, and went 
neith a beating heart. When we were seated, he 
told me he had sent for me to drink a glass of wine 
with him, and to tell me he was not angry with me 
for missing his Tecture. This was, in fact, a most 
severe reprimand. Some more of the boys were 
then sent for,, and we spent a very pleasant afters 
noon." 

At another time Johnson expatiated on the advan- 
tages of Oxford for learning. " There is here, sir^ 
such a progressive emulation ; the students are 
anxious to appear well to their tutors ; the tutors 
are anxious to have their pupils appear well in the 
college ; the colleges are anxious to have their stu- 
dents appear well in the university ; and there are 
excellent rules of discipline in every college. That 
tlie rnles are sometimes ill obsen-ed, may be true — 
but is nothing against the system. The members of 
hn university may, for a season, be unmindful of 
their duty^ I am arguing for the excellence of the 
Institution." 

On Boswell's observing to him that some of the 
iR<M/er» libraries of the university were more commo- 
dious and pleasant for study, as being more spacious 
and airy, he replied, ** Sir, if a man has a mind to 
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prance t he must study at Christ Church and All 
Souls." 

Somebody found fault with writing verses in a 
dead language, maintaining that they were merel]r 
arrangements of so many words ; and laughed at the 
universities of Oxford and Cambridge, for sending 
forth collections of them, not only in Greek and 
Latin, but even in Syriac, Arabic, and other more 
unknown tongues. Johnson. " I would have as 
many of these as possible : I would have verses in 
every language that there are the means of acquiring. 
Nobody imagines that a university is to have at once 
two hundred poets ; but it should be able to show 
two hundred scholars. Pierce's death was lament- 
ed, I think, in forty languages. And I would have 
had at every coronation, and every death of a king, 
every gaudium, and every luctus, university verses, 
in as mciny languages as can be acquired. I would 
have the world to be thus told, * Here is a school 
-where every thing may be learned.* ** 

Boswell introduced the topic, which is often 
ignorantly urged, that the universities af Etagland 
are too rich ; so that learning does not flourish in 
them as it would do if those who teach had smaller 
salaries, and depended on their assiduity for a great 
part of their income. Johnson. '* Sir, the veiy re- 
• verse of this is the truth : the English universities 
are not rich enough. Our fellowships are only suf- 
ficient to support a man during his studies to fit him 
for the world ;.and, accordingly, in general, they are 
held no longer than till opportunity offers of getting 
away. Now and then, perhaps, there is a fellow 
who grows old in his college; but this is against 
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his will, jxnless he be a man very indolent indeed. 
A hundred a year is reckoned a good fellowship, 
and that Is no more than is necessary to keep a nan 
decently as a scholar. We do not allow oar fellows 
to marry, because we consider academical institu- 
tions as preparatory to a settlement in the world. 
It is only by being employed as a tutor, that a fel- 
low can obtain any thing more than a livelihood. 
To be sure a man who has enough without teach- 
ing, will probably not teach : for we would all be 
.idle if we could. In the same manner, a man who 
is to get nothing by teaching, will not exert himself. 
Gresham college was intended as a place of instruc- 
tion for London ; able professors were to read lectures 
gratis ; they contrived to have no scholars ; whereas^ 
.if they had been allowed to receive but sixpence a 
lecture from each scholar, they would have been 
emulous to have had many scholars. Every body 
will agree that it should be the interest of those 
who teach to have scholars ; and this is the case in 
our universities. That they are too rich is certainly 
not true; for they have nothing good enough to 
keep a man of eminent learning with them for his 
life. In the foreign universities a professorship is 
a high thing : it is as much almost as a man can 
make by bis learning; and therefore we find the 
most learned men abroad are in the universities. 
It is not so with us. Our universities are impo- 
verished of learning by the penury of their provi- 
sions. I wish there were many places of a thou- 
sand a year at Oxford, to keep first-rate men of 
learning from quitting the university.** Undoubt- 
ediy^ if this were the case, literature would have a 
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still greater di^^ity hdcL splendour at Oxford, and 
there would be grander living sources of instruc- 
tion. 

Talking of the education of children, BosweU 
asked him what he thought was best to teach first. 
Johnson. ** Sir, it is no matter what you teach them 
first, any more than what leg you shall put into your 
breeches first : sir, you may stand diijputing which 
is best to put in first, but in the mean time your 
breech Is bare. Sir, while you are considering 
which of the two things you should teach your child 
first, another boy has learned them both." 

Going in a boat from the Temple to Greenwich, 
Boswell asked Dr. Johnson if he really thought a 
knowledge of the Greek and Latin languages an 
essendal requisite to a good education. Johnson. 
'< Most certainly, sir ; for those who know them have 
a very great advantage over those who do not. Nay, 
sir, it is wonderful what a difference learning makes 
upon people even in the common intercourse of life, 
which does not appear to be much connected with 
it." BoswKLL. ** And yet people go through the 
world very well, and carry on the business of life 
to good advantage, vnthout learning." Johnson. 
** Why, sir, that may be true in cases where learn- 
ing cannot possibly be of any use ; for instance, this 
boy rows us as well without learning, as if he could 
sing the song of Orpheus to the Argonauts, who 
were the first sailors." He then called to the boy, 
** What would you give, my lad, to know about the 
Argonauts ?" " Sir," said the boy, " I would give 
what I have/' Johnson was much pleased with 
his answer, and we gave him a double fare. Dr. 
Johnson then turning to Boswell, said, <* Sir, a de- 
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14 J0HN60NIANA. 

8ire of knowledge is the natural feeling of mankind ; 
and every human being, whose mind is not de- 
bauched, will^e willing to give all that he has to 
get knowledge." 

He said of Garrick : " He has not Latin enough. 
He finds out the Latin by the meaning rather than 
the meaning by the Latin." 

He once reniarked he had known several good 
scholars among the Irish gentlemen, but scarcely 
any of them correct in quantity* He extended the 
same observation to Scotland. 

Of a schoolmaster of his acquaintance, a native 
of Scotland, he said, << He has a great deal of good 
-about him*; but he is also very defective in some 
respects. His inner part is good, but his outer part 
is mighty awkward. You in -Scotland do not at- 
tain that nice critical skill in languages which we 
get in our schools in England. I would not put a 
boy to him, whom I intended for a man of learning : 
but for the sons of citizens, who are to learn a little, 
get good morals, and then go to trade, he may do 
very well." 

Boswell once asked him whether a person, whose 
•name he had then forgotten, studied hard ; he an- 
swered, '* No, sir, I do not believe he studied hard. 
I never knew a man who studied hard. I conclude. 
Indeed, from the effects, that some men have stu- 
died hard, as Bentley and Clarke." 

He observed, " idleness is a disease that must be 
combated ; but I would not advise a rigid adherence 
to a particular plan of study. I myself have never 
persisted in any plan for two days together. A man 
ought to read just as inclination leads him; for 
. what he reads as a task will do him little good. A 
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yonng man should read five hoars in a day, and so' 
may acqaire a great deal of knowledge." 

He said, ''for general improvement, a man should 
read whatever his immediate inclinaUon prompts 
him to ; though to be sure, if a man has a science 
to learn, he must regularly and resolutely advance. 
What we read with inclination makes a stronger, 
impression. If we read without inclination, half 
the mind is employed in fixing the attention, so 
there is but half to be employed on what we read. 
I read Fielding's Amelia through, without stop* 
ping.* If a man begins to read in the middle of a 
book, and feels an inclination to go on, let him not 
quit it to go to the beginning. He may perhaps not 
feel again the inclination." 

Of application, he remarked, '* Sir, in my early 
years I read very hard. It is a sad reflection, but a 
true one, that 1 knew almost as much at eighteen 
as I do now.f My judgment, to be sure, was not 
so good ; but I had all the facts. I remember very 
well, when I was at Oxford, an old gentleman siud . 

« Johnson appears to hate been pardculariy pleased ivlfh 
the character of the heroine, of this novel. ** His attention 
to veracity «" says Mrs. Piozzi« <« was^ without equal or ex^ 
ample ; and yihea I mentioned Clarissa as a perfect charac* 
ter, ' On the contrary/ said he, * you may observe there is 
always something which she prefers to truth.' < Fielding's 
Amelia was the most pleasing heroine of all the romance8>' 
he saidi ' but that vile broken nose, never cured, ruined the 
•ale of perhaps the only book, which being printed off [pub- 
lished] betimes one morning, a new edition was called for 
1)efore night.'" — Anecdotes, p. Si I, 

t His great period of study was from the age of twelve to 
that of eighteen, as he told Mr. Langton, who gave me thli' 
information.— Jlfo^one* 
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to Hie, ^ Youog inaa, ply your book diligently, and 
acquire a stock of knowledge ; for when yearn come 
n|)on you, you will find that poring upon books will 
be but an irksome task." And, on another occa- 
sion, *' Much may be done if a man puts his whole 
mind to a particular object : by so doing, sir Fletcher 
Norton has made himself the great lawyer he is al- 
lowed to be." 

A schoolmaster in Scotland was, by a court of in- 
ferior Jarisdiction, deprisied of bis oflice, for being^ 
somewhat severe in the chastisement of his scfaohnrs. 
The court of session, considering it to be dangerous 
to the interest of learning and education to lessen 
the dignity of teachers, and make them afraid of 
too indulgent pai'ents, instigated by the complaints 
of their children, restored him. His enemies ap- 
pealed to the house of lords, though the salary was 
only twenty pounds a year. 

Mr. Boswell was the schoolmaster's counsel on 
the oocasion, and wrote to Dr. Johnson on the sub- 
ject. On his arrival in London, the doctor received 
him ^th a hearty welcome ; saying, *' I am glad ' 
yoa are come upon «uch an errand :" alluding to the 
cause of the schoolmaster. Boswell. '< 1 hope, 
sir, he will be in no danger. It is a very delicate 
matter to interfere between a master and his scho» 
lars : nor do I see how you can fix the degree of 
severity that a master may use." Johnson. ** Why, 
sir, till you can fix the degree of obstinacy and neg- 
ligence of the scholars, you cannot fix the degree of 
severity of the master. Severity must be continued 
till obstinacy be subdued, and negligence be cured." 
On a subsequent day he dictated the following ar- 
guments on the subject. 
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'< The charge is, that he has used immoderate 
and cruel correction. Correction, in itself, is not 
cruel : children, being not reasonable, can be go- 
Temed only by fear. To impress this fear, is there- 
fore one of the first duties of those who have the 
care of children. It is the duty of a parent, and 
has never been thought inconsistent with parental 
tenderness. It is the duty of a master, who is in 
his highest exaltation when he is loco parentis. Yet, 
as good things become evil by e^ccess, correction, by 
bdng immoderate, may become cruel. But when 
is correction immoderate? When it is more fre- 
quent or more severe than is required ad monendim 
ei docendum, for reformation and instruction. No 
severity is cruel, which obstinacy makes necessary; 
for the greatest croelty would be, to desist, and 
leave the scholar too careless for instruction, and 
too much hardened for reproof. Locke, in his trea* 
tise of Education, mentions a mother, with applause,' 
who whipped an infant eight times before she had 
subdaed it ; for had she stopped at the seventh act 
of correction, her daughter, says he, would have 
been ruined. The degrees of obstinacy in young 
minds are very different : as different must be the 
degrees of persevering severity. A stubborn scholar 
must be corrected till he is subdued. The discipline 
of a school is military. There must be either un- 
bounded licence or absolute authority. The master 
who punishes, not only consults the future happi- 
ness of him who is the immediate subject of correc- 
tion, but he propagates obedience through the whole 
school; and establishes regularity by exemplary 
justice. The victorious obstinacy of a single bey 
would make his future endeavours of reformation 
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or iQStnictiou totally iDeffectnal. ObstiDacy, there- 
fore, most never be victorioas. Yet it is well 
known, that there sometimes occurs a sullen and 
hardy resolution, that laughs at all common punish- 
ment, and bids defiance to all common degrees of 
pidn. Ck)rrection must' be proportioned to occa- 
sions. The flexible will be reformed by gentle 
disdpline, and the refractory must be subdued by 
harsher methods. The degrees of scholastic, as of 
military punishment, no stated rules can ascertain. 
It must be enforced till it overpowers temptation ; 
till stubbornness becomes flexible, and perverseness 
regular. Custom and reason hare, indeed, set some 
bounds to scholastic penalties. The schoolmaster 
inflicts no capital punishments, nor enforces his 
edicts by either death or mutilation. The civil law 
has wisely determined, that a master who strikes at 
a scholar's eye shall be cousidei'ed as criminal. But 
punishments, however severe, that produce no last- 
ing evil, may be just and reasonable, because they 
may be necessary. Such have been the punishments 
used by the respondent. No scholar has gone from 
him either blind or lame, or with any of his limbs 
or powers injured or impaired. They were irregu- 
lar, and he punished them: they were obstinate^ 
and he enforced his punishment. But however pro* 
voked, he never exceeded the limits of moderation^ 
for he inflicted nothing beyond present pain : and 
how much of that was required, no man is so little 
able to determine as those who have determined 
against him — the parents of the offenders. It has 
been said, that he used unprecedented and improper 
instruments of correction. Of this accusation the 
meaning is not very easy to be found. No iustru- 
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meat of correction is more proper than another, 
but as it is better adapted to produce present pun 
witfaont lasting mischief. Whateirer were his in- 
strvmentSy no lasting mischief has ensued; and 
therefore, however unusual, in liands so cautions 
they were proper. It has been objected, that the 
respondent admits the charge of cruelty, by pro- 
ducing no endence to confute it. Let it be oon- 
lidered, that his scholars are either dispersed at 
large in the world, or eontinoe to inhabit the place 
in which they were bred. Those who are dispersed 
cannot be found ; those who remain are the sons of 
his prosecutors, and are not likely to support a man 
to whom their fathers are enemies. If it be sup- 
posed that the enmity of their fathers proves the 
justness of the charge, it must be considered how 
often experience shows us that men who are angry 
on one ground will accuse on another ; with how 
little kindness, in a town of low trade, a man who 
lives by learning is regarded ; and how implicitly, 
where the inhabitants are not very rich, a rich man 
is hearkened to and followed. In a place like Camp« 
belltown, it is easy for one of the principal inhabit- 
ants to make a party. It is easy for that party to 
lieat themselves with imaginary grievances. It is- 
easy for them to oppress a man poorer than them- 
selves ; and natural to assert the dignity of riches, 
by persisting in oppression. The argument whicb 
attempts to prove the impropriety of restoring him 
to the school, by alleging that he has lost the con- 
fidence of the people, is not the subject of Juridical 
consideration ; for he is to suffer, if he must suffer, 
not for their judgment, but for his own actions. It 
may be convenient for them to have another ma^ 
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ster ; but it is a conveQience of their own making. 
It would be likewise convenient for him to find 
another school ; but this convenieDce he cannot ob-« 
tain. The question is not what is now conveni^uty 
but what is generally right. If the people of 
Campbelltown be distressed by the restoration of 
the respondent, they are distressed only by theii" 
own fault ; by turbulent passions and unreasouabte 
desires ; by tyranny, which law has defeated, and 
by malice, which virtue has surmounted. 

" This, sir, you are to turn in your mind, and 
make the best use of it you can in your speech." 

The decree of the court of session however was 
rerersed in the house of lords, after a very eloquent 
speech by lord Mansfield, who showed himself an 
adept in school discipline. 

Johnson was partial to public schools and old 
modes. He observed, " more is learned in public 
than in private schools, from emulation : there is 
the collision of mind with mind, or the radiation 
of many minds pointing to one centre, lliough 
few boys make their own exercises, yet if a good 
exercise is given up, out of a great number of boys» 
it is made by somebody." 

'* I hate by-roads in education. Education is as 
well known, and has long been as well known, as 
ever it can be. Endeavouring to make children 
prematurely wise is useless labour. Suppose they 
have more knowledge at five or six years old than 
other children, what use can be made of it ? It 
will be lost before it is wanted, and the waste .of so 
mnch time and labour of the teacher can never be 
repaid. Too much is expected from precocity, and 
too little performed. Miss * • • was an instance of 
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?Brfy cultivation ; but in what did it terminate ? In 
marrying a little Presbyterian parson who keeps an 
infant boarding-school j so that all her employment 
BOW is 

< To suckle fools, and chronicle small-beer/ 

She tells the children, * This is a cat, and that 
|g a dog, with four legs and a tail ; see there ! you 
^re much better than a cat or a dog, for you can 
f peak.' If I had bestowed such an education on a 
daughter, and had discovered that she thought of 
marrying such a fellow, I would have sent her to 
the Congress," 

He advised not to r^ne in the education of chil. 
<lren. « Life," said he, " will not bear refine- 
ment; you must do as other people do." 

He allowed very great influence to education, " I 
do not deny, sir, but there is some original dif- 
ference in minds ; but it is nothing in comparison 
ofwhatis formed by education. We may instance 
the fMnence of numbers, which all minds are equally 
ciipable of attaining : yet we find a prodigious dif- 
ference in the powers of different men, in that 
respect, after they are grown up, because their 
minds have been more or less exercised in it i and 
I think the same cause will explain the difference 
of excellence in other things, gradations admit- 
ting always some difference in the first princi- 
ples." 

Mr.Langton said, he was about to establish a 
school upon his estate, but it had been suggested 
to him, that it might have a'tendency to make the 
^oplQ less industrious, Johnson. " No, sir: 
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while learuiug to read and write U a distinction, 
the few who have that distinction may be the lean 
inclined to worlc ; but when -every body learns to 
read and write, it is no longer a distinction. A 
man who has a laced waistcoat is too fine a man 
to work ; but if every body had laced waistcoats, 
we should have peof^Ie worlcing in laced waisteoatB, 
There are no people whatever more indnstrions, 
none who worlc more, than our manufacturers; 
yet they have all learned to read and write. Sir, 
you must not neglect doing a thing immediately 
good, from fear of remote evilj from fear of its 
being abused. A man who has candles may sit np 
too late, which he would not do if he had not can- 
dles ; but nobody will deny that the art of making 
candles, by which light is continued to us beyond 
the time that the sun gives us light, is a valuable 
art, and ought to be preserved." Boswell. " But, 
sir, would it not be better to follow nature, and 
go to bed and rise just as nature gives us light or 
withholds it ?" Johnson. *' No, sir ; for then we 
should have no kind of equality in the partition of 
our time between sleeping and waking. It would 
be very different in different seasons and in different 
places. In some of the northern parts of Scot- 
land how little light is there in the depth of 
winter!" 
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No. II. 

KNOWLEDGE. 

Johnson said : ** Mankind bare a great ayersion 
to iptellectual labour; bat even supposing know« 
ledge to be easily attainable, more {Jeople wonld be 
content to be ignorant than wonld take even a little 
trouble to acqnire it." 

Goldsmith attempting to maintdn, from an affeo 
tation of paradox, ** that knowledge was not de» 
sirable on its own account, for it was often a source 
of unbappiness." Johnson. ** Why, sir, that 
knowledge may, in some cases, produce unhappi* 
neSs, I allow. But, npon the whole, knowledge^ 
per . se, is certainly an ot^ject which every man 
would :4vish to attain, altbpugh, perhaps, he may 
not take the trouble necessary for att^ing it." 

Talking of a young man who was uneasy from 
thinking thdt he was very defident in learning and 
knovdedge, he said, ** A man has no reason to 
eomplain who holds a middle place, and has many 
bdow him ; and perhapr he has not six of hit 
years above him; perhaps not one. Though he 
may not know any thing perfectly, the general 
mass of knowledge he has acquired is considerable. 
Time will do for him all that is wanting." 

Dr. Johnson sai.d one evening to Boswell : ** You 
JsOLie now lived five-and-twenty years, and you hayje 
employed them welL" Boswell. ** Alas, sir,'* 
udd he, ** I fear not. Do I know history ? Do I 
know mathematics? Do I know law?" John- 
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SON. " Why, t\r, though you may know no science 
so well as to be able to teach it, and no profession 
so well as to be able to follow it, your general mass 
of knowledge of books and men renders you very 
capable to make yourself master of any science, or 
fit yourself for any profession.** 

He attacked lord Monboddo's strange speculation 
on the primitiire state: of human nature; obser* 
ying, ** Sir, it is all conjecture about a thing use- 
less, even were it known to be true. Knowledge of 
all kinds is good. Conjecture, as to things useful^ 
is good ; but conjecture as to what it would be use- 
less to know, such as whether men went upon all 
four, is very idle." 

He observed, " All knowledge is of itself of some 
value. There is nothing ^o minute or inconsider- 
able, that I would not rather know it than not. In 
the same manner, all power, of whatever sort, is 
of itself desirable. A man would not submit to 
learn to hem a ruffle, of his wife, or his wife's 
midd : but if a mere mih could attain it, he would 
rather wish to be able to hem a ruffle." 

He took occasion to enlarge on the advantages of 
reading, and combated the idle superficial notion, 
that knowledge enough may be acquired in conver- 
sation. ** The foundation/' sdd he, *' must be 
laid by reading. General principles must be had 
from books, which, however, must be brought to 
the test of real life. In conversation you never get 
a system. What is said upon a subject is to be ga- 
thered from a hundred people. The parts of a 
truth, which a man gets thus, are at such a di- 
stance from each other that he never attains to a 
full view." 
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I>r. Johnson advised Boswell to have as many 
books about him as he could ; that he might read 
upou any subject upon which be had a desire for 
instruction at the time. *' What you read thm^ 
smd he, " yon will remember; but if you have not 
a book immediately ready, and the subject moulds 
in your mind, it is a chance if you have again a de- 
sire to study it. If a man never has an eager 
desire for instruction, he should prescribe a task 
for himself : but it is better when a man reads 
from immediate inclination. Snatches of reading 
indeed will not make a Bentley or a Clarke : they 
are, however, in a certain degree, advantageous. I 
would ^nt a child into a library (where no unfit 
books are) and let him read at his choice. A child 
should not be discouraged from reading any thing 
that he takes a liking to, from a notion tbat.it is 
above his reach. If that be the case, the child will 
soon find it out and desist ; if not, he of course 
gains the instruction; which is so' much the more 
likely to come, firom the inclination with which he 
takes up the study." 

BosweU asked Johnson, whether a man's being 
forward to make himself known to eminent people, 
and seeing as much of life» and getting as much in- 
formation as he could in every way, was not yet 
lessening himself by his forwardness. Johnson. 
** No, sir ; a man always makes himself greater as 
he increases his knowledge." 

On Boswell's expressing his wonder at his disco- 
vering so much of the knowledge peculiar to differ- 
ent professions, he told him, << I learned what I 
know of law chiefly from Balloiv, a very able man : 
T learned some too from Chambers ; but was not 
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SO teachable then. One is not willing to be tatfght 
by a yonng man." When Boswell expressed a wish 
to know more about Mr. fiallow, Johnson said, 
** Sir, I have seen him bttt once these twenty years. 
The tide of life has driven us different ways." In 
fact, whoever quits the creelcs of private - con- 
nexions, and f^rly gets into the great ocean of 
London, will, by imperceptible degrees, unavoid- 
ably experience such cessations of acquaintance. 
** My knowledge of physic," he added, " I learned 
f^om Dr. James, whom I helped in writing the pro* 
posals for his Dictionary, and also a little in the 
Dictionary itself. I also learned from Dr. Lawrence; 
but was then grown more stubborn.*' 

A gentleman maintained, that a general diffusion 
of knowledge among a people was a disadvantage, 
for it made'the vulgar rise above their humble sphere^ 
Johnson. *' Sir, while knowledge is a distinction^ 
those who are possessed of it vrill naturally rise 
above those who are not. Merely to read and 
write was a distinction at first ; but we see, when 
reading and writing have become general, the com« 
mon people keep their stations. And so, were higher 
attainments to become general, the effect would be. 
the same," 

On deficiency of knowledge, Johnson observed, 
" It is amazing what ignorance of certain points 
one sometimes finds in men of eminence. A 
wit about town, who wrote Latin bawdy verses, 
asked me, how it happened that England and Scot- 
land, which were once two nations, were now 
one: — and sir Fletcher Norton did not seem to 
know that there were such publications as the 
Reviews." 
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No. III. 
MAN. 

Johnson and an Irish geutleman got info a dispute 
. ooDcerning the cause of some part of mankind being 
black. " Why, sir,*' said Johnson, " it has been 
sitcounted for in three ways : either by supposing 
that they are the posterity of Ham, who was 
duned ; or that God at first created two kinds of 
men, one black and^nother white ; or that by the 
heat of the sun tlie skin is scorched, and so ac- 
quires a sooty hue. This matter has l>een much 
canvassed among naturalists, but has never been 
brought to any certaiu issue." 

On a very rainy night Boswell made some com- 
mon-place observations on the relaxation of nerves 
and depression of spirits which such weather occa-* 
sioned ; * adding, however, that it was good for the 
vegetable creation. Johnson, who systematically 
denied that the temperature of the air had any in- 
fluence on tlielmman frame, answered, with a smile 
of ridicule, " Why, yes, sir, it is good for vegeta- 
bles, and for the animals who eat those vegetables, 
and for the animals who eat those animals." 

At another time, on a very wet day, BbsweH 
again complained of the disagreeable effects of such 
weather. Johnson. *' Sir, this is all imagination, 

s 

• Johnson would tufBsr none of his Mends Co fill up 
chasms in oonversation with remarks on the weather. " Let 
us not talk of the weather." Bumey, 
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which physicians encourage ; for man lives in alr^ 
as fish lives in water; so that if the atmosphere 
press heavy from above, there is equal resistance 
from below. To be sure bad' weather is hard upon 
people who are obliged to be abroad ; and men can- 
not labour so well in the open air in bad weather^ 
as in good ; but, sir, a smith or a tailor, whose 
work is within doors, will suriely do as much in 
rainy weather as in fain Some delicate frames^ iu* 
deed, may be affected by wet weather; but not 
common constitutions." 

Subsequently, however, when seventy-five, John- 
son wrote to Dr. Bumey: " The weather, you 
know, has not been balmy ; I am now reduced to 
think, and am at last reduced to talk^ of the weather. 
Pride must have a fall." 

Talking of our feeling for the distresses of others : 
Johnson. " Why, sir, there is much noise made 
about it, but it is greatly exaggerated. No, sir, we 
have a certain degree of feeling to prompt us to do 
good ; more than that Providence does not intend. 
It would be misery to no purpose.** Boswell. 
" But suppose now, sir, that one of your intimate 
friends were apprehended for an oJQTence fon which 
he might be hanged." Johnson. " I should do 
what I could to bail him, and give him any other 
assistance; but if he were once furly hanged, I 
. should not suffer." Boswrll, *' Would you eat your 
dinner that day, sir?" Johnson. " Yes, sir, and 
eat it as if he were eating with me. Why, there's 
Baretti, who is to be tried for his life to-morrow : 
friends have risen up for him on every side ; yet if 
he should be hanged, none of them will eat a slice 
of plum-pudding the less. Sir, that sympathetic 



d by Google 



MAN. 29 

feeling goes a very little way in depressing the 
mind." Bos well. ** I dined lately at Foote's, who 
showed me a letter, which he had received froi9 ' 
Tom Davies, telling him, that he had not been able 
to sleep from the concern he felt on account of thii 
Mid affair of Baretti, begging of him to try if he 
could suggest auy^ thing that might be of service, 
and at the same time recommending to him an in- 
dustrious young man who kept a pickle-shop." 
Johnson. " Ay, sir, here you have a specimen of 
human sympathy; a friend hanged, andacucum* 
ber pickled. We kivow not whether Baretti or the 
pickle man kept Davies from sleep ; nor does he 
know himself. And as to his not sleeping, sir, Tom 
Davies is a very great man : Tom has been upon 
the stage, and knows how to do those things ; I 
have not been upon the stage, and cannot do those 
things." BoswELL. " I have often blamed myself, 
sir, for not feeling for others as sensibly as many 
say they do.** Johnson. " Sir, don't be duped by 
them any more. You will find these very feeling 
people are not very ready to do you good. They pay 
you 'by fseling,** 

On anotjier occasion, he said, ** Pity is not na- 
tural to man. Children are always cruel. Savages 
are sdways cruel. Pity is acquired and improved by 
the cultivation of reason. We may have uneasy 
sensations from seeing a creature in distress, with- 
out pity; for we have not pity unless we wish to 
relieve them. When I am on my way to dine with 
a friend, and finding it late, have bid the coachman 
make haste, if I happen to attend when he whips 
his horses, I may feel unpleasantly th^t the ani- 
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mals are pat to pain^ bat I do not wish him to de- 
sist. No, sir, I wish him to drive ob." 

Yet the reverend Dr. Maxwell of Ireland, some 
time assistant preacher at the Temple, and for many 
years the socicil friend of Johnson, said of him, 
*' His philosophy, though austere and solemn, was 
hf no means morose and cynical, and never blunted 
the laudable sensibilities of his character, or ex* 
empted him from the influence of the tender pash 
sions. Want of tenderness, he always alleged, wa3 
>^ant of parts, and was no less a proof of stupidity 
than of depravity.*' 

Speaking of a certain prelate, who exerted him* 
self very laudably in building churches and par- 
sonage-houses; " ho wevef," said he, ** I do not 
find that he is esteemed a man of such professional 
learning, or a liberal patron of it ; yet it is well 
where a man possesses any strong positive. excel- 
lence. Few have all kinds of merit belonging to 
their character. We. must not examine matters 
too deeply— No, Bir,a/aUible being will fail aome* 
where'* 

He observed, it was a most mortifying reflection 
for any man to consider what he had done, com- 
pared with what he might have done. 

He also said, that so many objections might be 
made to every thing, that nothing could overcome 
them but the necessity of doing something. No 
man would b&of any profession, as simply opposed 
to not being of it ; but every one must do some- 
thing. 

On another^occasion, however, he made the com- 
mon remark on the unhappiness which men who 
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have led a busy life experience, when they retire in 
expectation of enjoying themselves at ease; . and 
•that they generally languish for want of their habi- 
tual occapation, and wish to return to it« He men- 
tioned as strong an instance of this as can well be 
imagined. " An eminent tallow-chandler in Lon- 
don, who had acquired a considerable fortune, gave 
up the trade in favour of his foreman, and went to 
live at a country-house near town. He soon grew 
weary, and paid frequent visits to his old shop, 
where he desired they might let him know their 
meliing-dayt, and he would come and assist them ; 
which he accordingly did. Here, sir, was a man, to 
whom the most disgusting circumstances in the bu- 
uiness to which he had been used, was a relief from 
idleness." 

.^ He said, mankind have a- strong attachment to 
the habitations to which they have been accus- 
tomed. *' You see the inhabitants of Norway do 
not, with one consent, quit it, and go to some part 
of America, where there is a mild climate, and 
where they may have the same produce from land 
with the tenth part of labour. No, sir, their affection 
for their old dwellings, and the terror of a general 
change, keep them' at home. Thus we see many of 
the finest spots in the world thinly inhabited, and 
many rugged spots well inhabited." 

Boswell mentioned a friend of his who had rev 
aided long in Spain, and was unwilling to return to 
Britain. Johnson. *< Sir, he is attached to some 
woman." Boswell. " I rather believe, sir, it is 
the fine climate that keeps him there.'* Johnson. 
** Nay, sir, how can you talk so ? What is climate 
to happiness ? Place me in the heart of Asia, 
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should I not be exiled ? What proportion does di- 
mate bear to the complete system of human llOs ? 
You may advise me to go to live at Bologna to eat 
sausages. The sausages there are the best in the 
world 5 they lose much by being carried." 

He observed, a principal source of erroneous 
judgment was viewing things partially^ and only on 
one aide: as, for instance, /or/fine-Aiin/^^, when they 
contemplated the fortunes singly and separately, it 
was a dazzling and tempting object ; but when they 
came to possess the wives and the fortunes together y 
they began to suspect they had not made quite so 
good a bargain. 

Boswell gave him an account of the excellent 
mimicry of a friend of his in Scotland ; observing, 
at the same time, that some people thought it a very^ 
mean thing. Johnson. *' Why, sir, it is making a 
Tery mean use of man's powers. But to be a good 
mimic, requires great powers ; great acuteness of 
observation, great retention of what is observed, 
and great pliancy of organs, to represent what is 
observed. I "remember a lady of quality of this 
town, lady •»•»», who was a wonderful mimic, 
and used to make me langh immoderately. I have 
heard she is now gone mad." Boswell. <* It is 
amazing how a mimic can not only give you the 
gestures and voice of a person whom he represents, 
but even what a person would say on any particular 
subject." Johnson. "Why, sir, you are to con- 
sider that the manner and some particular phrases 
of a person do much to impress yon with an idea of 
him \ and you are not sure that he would say what 
the mimic says in his character." Boswell. " I 
don't think Foote a good mimic, sir." Johnson. 
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-** No^ sir; his imitations are not like. He gires 
yoa something different from himself, hnt not the 
character which he means to assnme. He goes out 
of himself, without going into other people. He 
cannot take off any person unless he is strongly 
mai'lced, such as George FauU[ner. He is lilse a 
^painter who can draw the portrait of a man who 
has a wen upon his face, and who therefore ia 
«Mlly known. If a man hops upon one leg, Foote 
ean hop upon one leg : but he has not that nice 
discrimination which your friend seems to possess. 
Foote is, however, very entertaining with a kind of 
conversation between wit and buflbonery." 

When Boswell told him he had been to see a 
'person of the name of Johnson ride upon three 
horses, he said, *' Such a man, sir, should be cn« 
couraged ; for his performances show the extent of 
the human powers in one instance,' and thus tend 
to raise our opinion of the faculty of man. He 
shows what may be attained by persevering appli- 
cation ; so that every man may hope, that by giving 
as much application, although perhaps he may never 
ride three horses at a time, or dance upon a wire, 
yet he may be equally expert in whatever profession 
he has chosen to pursue." 

On Sunday, April 19, being Easter-day, general 
' Paoli an<i Boswell paid him a visit before dinner. 
They talked of the notion that blind persons coin 
distinguish colours by their touch. Jo hnson. '* Pro- 
fessor Saunderson mentions his having attempted 
to do it, but found he Was aiming at an impossibi- 
lity : to be sore a difference in the surface makes 
the (Ufference of colours ; but that difference is so 
fine^ that it is not sensible to the touch.** Paol'i, 
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*' Bat jugglers and fraudulent gamesters know cards 
by the toacb." Johnson. ** The cards used by 
such persons must be less polished than ours com- 
monly are." 

They then talked of sounds. Paoli. *' There is no 
4)eauty in a simple sound, but only in an harmonious 
composition of sounds." Boswell. *' I must beg 
leave to differ from you, general. Surely there is 
beauty in the soft and sweet sound of a fine wo- 
man's voice." Johnson. " No, sir, if a serpent 
or a toad uttered it, you would think it ugly." 
Boswell. ** So you would think, sir, if a beautiful 
tune were uttered by one of those animals." John- 
son. " No, sir, it would be admired^ \^e have 
seen fine fiddlers whom we liked as little as toads." 
{laughing,) 

A literary lady of large fortune was mentioned 
as one who did good to many, but by no means 
** by stealth ;" and instead of <* blushing to find it 
fame," acted evidently from vanity. Johnson. *' I 
have seen no beings who do as much good from be- 
nevolence, as she does from whatever motive. If 
there are such under the earth, or in the clouds, I 
wish they would come up, or come down. What 
Soame Jenyns says upon this subject is not to be 
minded ; he is a wit. No, sir, to act from pure 
l)enevolence is not possible for finite beings. Human 
l^enevolence is mingled with vanity, Interest, or some 
other motive." 

Of the difference between man and woman, he 
said, ** Where there is no education, as in savage 

countries, men will have the upper hand of women. 

Bodily strength, no doubt, contributes to this ; but 

it would be so^ exclusive of that ; for it is mind that 
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always governs. When it comes to dry understand- 
iug, man has the better." 

Even between men it is much the same. *' Though 
many men are nominally entrusted with the admi- 
nistration of hospitals and other public institutions, 
almost all the good is done by one man, by whom 
the rest are driven on ; owing to confidence in him, 
and indolence in them." 

A gentletnan talked of retiring from of&ce. 
" Never thinlt of that,** said Johnson. The gen- 
tleman urged, " I should then do no ill." John- 
son. " Nor no good either. Sir, it would be a civil 
suicide." 

On the common topic, whether mankind in ge- 
neral have grown worse or better, the following 
dialogue took place between Johnson and some 
friends. 

E. ** From the experience which I have had — 
and I have had a great deal — I have learnt to think 
better of mankind." 

Johnson. " From ray experience, I have found 
them worse in commercial dealings, more disposed 
to cheat, than I )iad any notion of; but more 
disposed to do one another good than I had con- 
ceived." 

I. 5* Less just, and more beneficent." 
Johnson. ** And really it is wonderful, consi- 
dering how much attention is necessary for men to 
take care of themselves, and ward off immediate 
evils which press upOn them— it is wonderful how 
much they do for others. As it is said of clie great- 
est liar, that he tells more truth than falsehood ; 
so it may be said, of the worst man, that he does 
more good than evil.** 
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BoswBLL. ^' Perhaps from ezpeneiice meb may*, 
be found happier than we snppose/' 

JoHNsoi). '* No, sir ; the more we inquire we 
shall find men less happy.*' 

P. '* As to thinking better or worse of mankind 
from experience, some cunning people will not be 
satisfied unless they have put men to the test, as 
they think. There is a rery good story told of sir 
Godfrey Kneller, in his character of a justice of the 
peace. A gentleman brought his servant before 
him, upon an accusation of having stolen some 
money from him ; but it having come out that be 
had laid it purposely in the servant's way, in order 
to try his honesty, sir Godfrey sent the master .to 
prison." 

Johnson. '' To resist temptation pnce is not a 
sufficient proof of honesty. If a servant, indeed, 
were to resist the continued temptation of silver 
lying in a window, as some people let it lie, when 
he is sure his master does not know how much 
there is of it, he would give a strong proof of ho- 
nesty. But this is a proof to which you have no 
right to put a man. You know, humanly speaking, 
there is a certain degree of temptation whidi will 
overcome any virtue. Now, in so far as you ap*. 
proach temptation to a man, you do him an injury ; 
and, if he is overcome, you share his guilt." 

P. " And when once overcome, it is easier for 
him to be got the better of again." 

BoswELL. " Yes, you are his seducer ; you have 
debauched him. I have known a man r^olve to 
put friendship to the test, by asking a friend to lend 
hjm money, merely with that view, when he did not 
want it." 
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Johnson. *' That is very wrong, sir. Your friend 
inay be a narrow man, and yet have many good 
qualities : narrowness may be his only fault. Now 
you are trying his general chacacter as a friend by 
one particular singly, in which he happens to be 
defective-; when in truth his character is composed 
of many particulars." 

No. IV. 

MELANCHOLY. 

Johnson once mentioned to Boswell, that he had 
been distressed by melancholy, and for this reason 
had been obliged to fly from study and meditation, 
to the dissipating variety of life. Against melan- 
choly he recommended constant occupation of mind, 
a great deal of exercise, moderation in eating and 
drinking, and especially to shuu drinking at night. 
He said, melancholy people were apt to fly to intem- 
perance for relief, but that it sunk them much 
deeper in misery. He observed, that labouring men, 
who work hard, and live sparingly, are seldom or 
never troubled with low spirits. 

Boswell often teased him with fanciful apprehen- 
sions of unhappiness. -A moth having, fluttered 
round the candle, and burnt itself, he laid hold of 
this little incident to admonish him; saying, with 
a sly look, and in a solemn but a quiet tone, " lliat 
creature was its own tormentor, and I believe its 
name was Boswell." 

Talking of constitutional melancholy, he ob- 
served, " A man so afflicted, sir, must divert dis** 
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tressing thoughts, and not combat with them." 
BoswELL. " May not he think them down, sir." 
Johnson. " No, sir : to attempt to think them down 
is madness. He should have a lamp constantly 
burning in his bed chamber during the night, and 
if walcefully disturbed, take a book, and read, and 
compose himself to rest. To have the management 
of the mind is a great art ; it may be attained in a 
considerable degree by experience and habitual ex- 
ercise." BoswELL. " Should not he provide amuse- 
uaents for himself ? Would it not, for instance, be 
right for him to take a course of chymistry?" 
Johnson. " Let him take a course of chymistry, or 
a course of rope-dancing, or a course of any thing 
to which he is inclined at the time: let him con- 
trive to have as many retreats for his mind as he 
can, as many things to which it can fly from itself. 
Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy is a valuable 
work. It is perhaps overloaded with quotation i 
but there is great spirit and great power in 
what Burton says, when he writes -from his own 
mind." 

Johnson lamented to Mr. Hector the state of one 
of their school- fellows, Mr. Charles Congreve, a 
clergyman, which he thus described. " He ob- 
tained, I believe, considerable preferment in Ireland, 
but now livtes in London, quite as a valetudinarian, 
afraid to go into any house but his own. He takes 
a short airing in his post-chaise every day. He has 
an dderiy woman, whom he calls cousin, who lives 
with him, and jogs his elbow when his glass has 
stood too long empty ; and encourages him in drink- 
ing, in which he is very willing to be encouraged : 
not that he gets drunk, for he is very pious man. 
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but be is always muddy. He confesses to one bottle 
of port every day, and he probably drinks more. He 
is quite unsocial ; his conversation is quite mono- - 
syllabical ; and when, at my last visit, I aslced him 
what o'clocii it was; that signal of my departure 
had so pleasing an effect on him, that he sprung 
up to look at his watch like a greyhound bound- 
ing at a hare.'* When Johnson took leave of Mr. 
Hector, he said, " Don't grow like Congreve ; nor 
let me grow like him, when you are near me." 

He gave Dr. Taylor the same sad account of their 
school- fellow, Congreve, that he had given to Mr. 
Hector ; adding a remark of such moment to the 
rational conduct of a man in the decline of life, 
that deserves to be imprinted upon every mind: 
** There is nothing against which an old man 
should be so much upon his guard as putting him- 
self to nurse." Innumerable have been the melan- 
choly instances of men, once distinguished for firm- 
ness, resolution, and spirit, who, in their latter 
days, have been governed, like children, by inter- 
ested female ai;tifice. 

Another time, talking of melancholy, he sidd, 
" Some men, and very thinking men too, have not 
those vexing thoughts. Sir Joshua Reynolds is the 
same all the year round. Beauclerk, except when 
ill and in pidn, is the same. But I believe most 
men have them in' the degree in which they are ca* 
pable of hanng them. If I were in the country, 
and were distressed by that malady, I would force 
myself to take a book; and every time I did 
it I should find it the easier. Melancholy, in- 
deed, should be diverted by every means but 
drinking.** 
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No.V. 
MADNESS. 

Johnson said, " A madman loves to he vntb peo* 
pie whom he fears; uot as a (log fears the lash, but 
of whom lie stands in awe." Boswell remarks, 
** I was struck with the justice of this observation. 
To be with those of whom a person, whose mind is 
wavering and dejected, stands in awe, represses 
and composes an tineasy tumult of spirits, and con* 
soles him with the contemplation of something 
steady, and at least comparatively great.** 

Johnson added, *' Madmen are all sensual in the 
lower stages of the distemper. They are eager for 
gratifications to soothe their minds, and divert their 
attention from the misery which they suffer: but 
when they grow very ill, pleasure is too weak for 
them, and they seek for pain. Employment, sir, 
and hardships, prevent melancholy.^ I suppose in 
all our army in America, there was not one man 
who went mad." 

On another occasion he observed, ^ Madness 
frequently discovers itself merely by unnecessary 
deviation from the usual modes of the world. My 
poor friend Smart showed the disturbance of his 
mind, by falling upon his knees, and saying bis 
prayers in the street^ or in any unusual place. 
Now, although, rationally speaking, it is greater 
madness not to pray at all, than to pray as Smart 
did, I am afraid there are so many who do not 
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pray, that their understaudiDg is Qot called in ques- 
tion." ^ 

Concerning this unfortunate poet, Christopher 
Smart, who was confined in a mad-house, he had, 
at another time, the following conversation with 
Or. Burney. Burnby. '' How does poor Smart do, 
sir ? is he likely to recover ?" Johnson. "It seems 
as if his mind had ceased to struggle with the dis- 
ease ; for he grows fat upon it." Burney. " Per- 
haps, sir, that may he from want of exercise." 
Johnson. " No, sir ; he has partly as much ex- 
erdse as he used to have, for he digs in the garden. 
Indeed before his confinement, he used, for exer- 
cise, to walk to the ale-house ; but he was carried 
-back ag^dn. I did not think he ought to be shut 
up. His infirmities were not noxious to society. 
He insisted on people praying with him ; and Td as 
lief pray with Kit Smart as any one else.^ Another 
charge was, that he did not love clean linen ; and 
I have no passion for it." 

Talking of the melancholy end of a gentleman 
who had destroyed himself. Johnson. " It was 
owing to imaginary difficulties in his affairs, which, 
bad he talked of with any friend, would soon have 
vanished." Boswell. " Do you think, sir, that 
all who commit suicide are mad?" Johnson. 
" Sir, they are often not universally disordered in 
their intellects ; but one passion presses so upob 
them, that they yield to it, and coiomit suicide, as 
a passionate m&a will stab another. I have often 
thought, that after a man has taken the resolution 
to klU himself, it is not courage in him to do any 
thing, , however desperate, because he has nothing 
to fear." Goldsmith. " I don't see that." John- 
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SON. ** Nay, bat my dear sir, why shonld not yon 
see what every one else sees ?" Goldsmith. " It 
is for fear of something that h& has resolved to kill 
himself: and will not that timid disposition re- 
strain him ?" Johnson. '^ It does not signify that 
the fear of something made him resolve; it is npon 
the state of his mind, after the resolution u talcen, 
that I argue. Suppose a man, either from fear, or 
pride, or conscience, or whatever motive, has re- 
solved to kill himself; when once the resolution is 
taken, he has nothing to fear. He may then go and 
take the king of Prussia by the nose, at the head of 
his army. He cannot fear the rack, who is resolved 
to kill himself. When Eustace Budgel was walking 
down to the Thames, determined to drown him- 
self, he might, if he pleased, without any apprehen- 
sion of danger, have turned aside, and first set fire 
to St. James's Palace." 



No. VI. 

PREJUDICE. 

Johnson's prejudice against Scotland appeared re- 
markably strong at times. When Boswell talked of 
the advancement of the Scotch in literature, " Sir," 
said he, " yon hare learnt a little from us, and yon 
think yourselves very great men. Hume would ne- 
ver have written history, had not Voltaire written 
it before him. He is an echo of Voltaire." Bos- 
WELL. " But, sir, we have lord Karnes." John- 
son. " You have lord Kames. Keep him. Ha! 
ha! ha! We don't envy you him. Do yoa ever see 
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Pr. Robertson ?*' Boswell. " Yes, sir." John- 
son. ** Does thedogtalk of me?** Boswell. ** In- 
deed, sir, he does, and loves you." Boswell adds : 
" Thinking that I now had him in a corner, and 
being solicitons for the literary Came of my country^ 
I pressed him for his opinion on the merit of Dr. 
Robertson's History of Scotland. But, to my sur- 
prise, he escaped. ', Sir, I lore Robertson, and I 
won't talk of his book.' It is but justice, both to 
him and Dr. Robertson, to add, that though he in- 
dulged himself in this sally of wit, he had too good- 
taste not to be fully sensible of the merits of that 
admirable work." 

'' He played off his wit against Scotland with a 
good humoured pleasantry, which gave," says Bos- 
well, '* though no bigot to national prejudices, an 
opportunity for a little contest with him. I having 
said, that England was obliged to us for gardeners, 
almost all their good gardeners being Scotchmen ; 
Johnson. * Why, sir, that is because gardening is 
much more necessary amongst you than with us, 
which makes so many of your people learn it. It 
is all gardening with you. Things which grow 
wild here must be cultivated with great care in 
Scotland. Pray, now,' (throwing himself back in 
his chair, and laughing) * are you ever able to bring 
the sloe to perfection ?' " 

' " I boasted that we had the honour of being the 
first to abolish the unhospitable, troublesome, and 
ungracious custom of giving vails to servants. 
JokNSON. ' Sir, you abolished vails, because you 
were- too poor to be able to give them.' " 
• He would not allow Scotland to derive any credit 
from lord Mansfield ; for he was educated in £ng- 
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land. ^' Much," naXd he, " may be made of a 
Scotchman, if he be caught yoang." 
' ' Boswell told him he had been informed by Mr. 
Orme, that many parts of the East Indies were bet- 
ter mapped than the Highlands of Scotland. John- 
son. " That a country may be mapped, it must be 
travelled over." " Nay," said Boswell, meaning to 
laugh with him at one of his prejudices, " can't yon 
say it is not worth mapping ?" 
^ Johnson expressed to his friend Mr. Windham, of 
Norfolk, his wonder at the extreme jealousy of the 
Scotch, and their resentment at having their conn* 
try described by him as it really was ; when, to say 
- that it was a country as good as England, would 
have been a gross falsehood. " None of us,'* said 
he, " would be offended, if a foreigner who has tra* 
relied here should say, that vines and olives don't 
grow in England." And as to his prejudice against 
the Scotch, which Boswell always ascribed to thAt 
nationality which he observed in them, he said to 
the same gentleman, '* When I find a Scotchman, 
to whom an Englishman is as a Scotchman, that 
Scotchman shaU be as an Englishman to me." His 
intimacy with many gentlemen of Scotland, and hvi 
employing so many natives of that country as his 
amanuenses, prove that his prejudice was not viru« 
lent; and Boswell has deposited in the British 
Museum, among other pieces of his writing, the 
following note, in answer t-o one from him, aslcing 
if he would meet him at dinner at the Mitre, though 
a friend of his, a Scotchman, was to be there :— • 
** Mr. Johnson does not see why Mr. Boswell should 
suppose a Scotchman less acceptable than any other 
man. He will be at the Mitre." 
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*' Johnson told (adds Boswell) of an instance of 
Scottish nationality, \vhich made a very unfavourable 
impression upon his mind. A Scotchman, of some 
consideration in London, solicited him to recom- 
mend, by the weight of his learned authority, to be 
master of an English school, a person of whom he 
who recommended him confessed he knew no more 
but that he was his countryman. Johnson was 
shocked at this unconscientious conduct. 

" All the miserable cavillings against his Jour- 
ney, in newspapers, magazines, and other fugitive 
publications, I can speak from certain knowledge, 
only furnished him with sport. At last there came 
out a scurrilous volume, larger than Johnson's own, 
fiUed^with malignant abuse, under a name, real or 
fictitious, of some low man in an obscure comer of 
Scotland, though supposed to be the work of another 
Scotchman, who has found means to make himself 
well known both in Scotland and^England. The ef- 
fect which it had upon Johnson was, to produce this 
pleasant observation to Mr. Seward, ^to whom he 
lent the book : * This fellow must be a blockhead. 
They don't know how to go about their abuse. 
Who will read a five shilling book against me ? No, 
sir, if they had wit, they should have kept pelting 
me with pamphlets.' *' 

On the same subjec^t. Dr. Maxwell says, " Dr. 
Johnson was ^ften accused of prejudice, nay, an- 
tipathy, with regard to the natives of Scotland* 
Surely, so illiberal a prejudice never entered his 
mind ; and, it is well known, many natives of that 
country possessed a large share in his esteem ; nor 
were any of them ever excluded from his good of- 
ficeSy as far as opportunity permitted. True it is. 
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he considered the Scotch^ nationally, as a erafty, de- 
signing people, eagerly attentive to their own inter- 
est, and very apt to overlook the claims and pre- 
tensions of other people. ' While they confine their 
benevolence, in a manner, exclusively to those of their 
own country, they expect to share in the good of- 
fices of other people. Now (said Johnson], this 
principle is either right or wrong ; if right, we 
should do well to imitate such conduct ; if wrong, 
we cannot too much detest it.' " 

But the Scotch were not the people who had 
most reason to complain of Johnson's prejudices, 
which his high Tory principles whetted to a great 
degree of rancour against others ; for long before the 
publication of his Taxation no Tyranny, he bad in- 
dulged the most unfavourable sentiments of his fel- 
low subjects in America. As a proof of this. Dr. 
Campbell asserts, that as early as 1769, he said of 
them, '* Sir, they are a race of convicts, and ought 
tabe thankful for any thing we allow them short of 
hanging." 

Thns too, he burst out into a violent declamation 
against the Gorsicans, of whose heroism Boswell 
talked in high terms. ** Sir, what is all this rout 
about the C!orsicans ? They have been at war with 
the Genoese for upwards of twenty years, and have 
never yet taken their fortified towns. They might 
have battered down theirwalls, and reduced them to 
powder in twenty years. They might have pulled 
the walls in pieces, and cracked the stones with their 
teeth. In twenty years." It was in vain to argue 
with him upon the want of artillery : he was not to 
be resisted for the moment. 

To the prejudices of others, however^ he was not 
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blind ; as when Boswell said '* Lord Monboddo atill 
maintains the superiority of the savage life." John- 
son. ** What strange narrowness of mind now is that, 
to thipk the things we have not Itnown are better thatr 
the things which we have known." Boswell. '* Why, 
sir, that is a common prejudice." Johnson. '* Yes, 
sir, but a common prejudice should not l>e found in 
one whose trade it is to rectify error/' 



No. VII. 

LOVE, FRIENDSHIP, AND AFFECTION. 

Of the passion of love he remarked, ** Its violence 
and ill effects are much exaggerated ; who knows 
any real sufferings on this head, mordthan from the 
exorbitancy of any other passion ?" 
• It being asked whether it was reasonable for a 
man to be angry at another whom a woman had 
preferred to him? Johnson. " I do not see, sir, 
that it is reasonable for a man to be angry with an- 
other, whom a woman has preferred to him : but 
angry he is, no doubt ; and he is loath to be angry 
with himself." 

Dr. Johnson said to Boswell one morning when 
they were at Birmingham, '* You will see, sir, at 
Mr. Hector's, his sister, Mrs. Careless, a clergyman's 
widow. She was the first woman with whom J was 
in love. It dropped out of my head imperceptibly ; 
bnt she and I shall always have a kindness for each 
other." He laughed at the notion that a man can 
never really be in love but opce, and considered it as 
a, mere romantic fancy. 
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Wheu he again talked of Mrs. Careless at night, 
be seemed to have'had his affection revived ; for he . 
said^ ^' If I had married her, it might have been as 
happy for me." Boswell. " Pray, sir, do you not 
suppose that there are fifty women in the world, 
with an^ one of whom a man may be as happy as 
with any one woman in particular.*' Johnson.^ ** Ay, 
sir, fifty thousand." Boswell. " Then, sir, you 
are not of opinion with some, who imagine that 
certain men and certain women are made for each 
other ; and that they cannot be happy if they miss 
their counterparts." Johnson. " To be sure not, 
sir. I believe marriages would in general be as 
happy, and often more so, if they were all made by 
the lord chancellor, upon a due consideration of 
the characters and circumstances, without the par« 
ties having any choice in the matter." 

A question was started, how far people who disa- 
gree in a capital point can live in friendship toge- 
ther. Johnson said they might. Goldsmith said 
they could not ; as they had not the idem velle aique 
idem nolle — the same likings, and the sanfe aversions. 
Johnson. " Why, sir, you must shun the subject as 
to which you disagree. For instance, I can live very 
well with Burke ; I l«ve his knowledge, his genius, 
his diffusion, and affluence of conversation ; but I 
would not talk to him of the Rockingham party.'* 
Goldsmith. ** But, sir, when people live together 
who have something as to which they disagree, and 
Which they want to shun, they will be in the situa- 
tion mentioned in thestory of Bluebeard : * you may 
look into all the chambers but one.' But we should 
have the greatest inclination to look into that cham* 
ber-^to talk of that subject." Johnson, (with a 
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food voice,) ** ptr, I am not saying that gou conld 
lire in fiiendsbip with a man from whom you differ 
as to some point : I am only Baying that /could do 
it. You put me iu mind of Sappho, iu.Ovid." • 

He siud to Sir Joshua Reynolds, ** If a man does 
not make new acquaintance as he advances through 
life, he will soon find himself left alone. A man 
should Iceep his friendship in camiant repair,'* 

Amid the cold obscurity of •Johnson's early life, 
there was oue. brilliant circumstance to cheer him r 
be was well acquainted with Mr. Henry Hervey, one 
of the branches of the noble famHy of that name, 
who had been quartered at Lichfield as an oflicer of 
the army, and had at this time a house in London, 
wh^re Johnson was frequently entertained, and had 
an opportunity of meeting genteel company. Not 
▼cry long before his death, he mentioned this, 
^moiig other particulars of his life ; audhe described 

• * S\, nisi que fade poterit te digns vlderi. 
Nulla futuia tua est; nulla fiitoxa tua est/ 

His meaningly no doubt, was^ " If you are determined to. 
assodate with no one wliose sentiments do not universally 
eoindde with your own, you wiS, try sucli a resolution^ 
exclude yourself from all sodetyt Ibr no two men can l»a 
found, who, on all points, inyariably think alike. So 
S^ipho in Ovid, tells Fhaon, that if he will not unite him* 
self to any one who is not a complete resemblance of him- 
self, it will be impossible for him to form any union at 
alt- 

' If to no charms thou wilt thy heart resign. 
But such as merit, such as equal thine; 
9y none, alas ! by none thou eanst be moved % 
Phaon aipne by Phaon must bci loved,* 

VOL. U li 
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this early friend, Harry Hervey, thus t ** He was a 
vicious man, but rery kind to me. If yon cail a dog 
Hervey, I sluiii love him." 

Bosweil having mentioned that old Sheridan conw 
plf^ined of the Ingratitude of Mr. Wedderburne and 
General Fraser, who had been mueh obliged to hini 
when they were young Scotchmen entering upon 
life in England. John son. " Why, sir, a man ia 
yery apt to complain of the ingratitude of those who 
have risen far above him. A man, when begets into 
a higbei^ sphere, into other habits of life, cannot 
keep up aJl his former connexions : then, sir« 
those who knew him formerly upon a level with 
themselves, may think that they ought still to be 
treated as on a level, which cannot be ; and an ac* 
^nidntance in a former situation may bring out 
things which it would be very disagreeable to havt 
mentioned before higher company, though^ perhaps^ 
every body knows them." He placed this subject in 
a new light to his auditor, and showed, that a man 
who has risen in the world, must not be condemned 
too harshly for being distant to former acquaint- 
ance, even though he may have been much obliged 
to them. It is, no doubt, to be wished, that a pro- 
per degree of attention should be shown by great 
men to their early friends : but if, either from ob- 
tuse insensibility to difference of situation, or pre- 
sumptuous forwardness, which will not submit even 
to an exterior observance of it, the dignity of high 
place cannot be preserved, when they are admitted 
into the company of those raised above the state in 
which they once were, encroachment must be re- 
pelled, and the kinder feelings sacrificed. '' To one 
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of the very fortunate persons whom I have men« 
tioned," adds Boswell, " namely, Mr. Wedderbnme, 
aow lord Loughborough, I must do the justice to 
relate,'that I have been assured by Another early ac- 
quaintance of his, 61d Mr. Macklin, who assisted In 
improving his pronunciation, that he found him very 
grateful. Maclclin, I suppose, had not pressed upon 
his elevation with so much eagerness as the gentle- 
BMm who complained of him. Dr. Johnson's re- 
mark as to the jealousy entertained of our friends 
who rise far above us, is certainly very just. By this 
was withered the early friendship between Charlei 
Townshend and Akenside ; and many similar in- 
stances might be adduced." 

One evening, at Miss Reynolds's, Sir Joshua's 
sister, Boswell mentioned that an eminent friend of 
^6irs, talking of the common remark that affection 
descends, said, tliat *' this was wisely contrived for 
the preservation of mankind ; for which it was not 
00 necessary that there should be affection ftom 
children to parents, as from parents to children ; 
nay, there would be no harm, in that view, though' 
children should at a certain age eat their parents.'* 
/0HN8ON. " But, sir, if this were known generally 
to be the case, parents would not have affection for 
children." Boswell. «* True, «ir ; for it is in ex- 
pectation of a return that parents are so attentive to 
their children ; and I know a very pretty instance 
of a little girl of whom her father was very fond, 
who once, when he was in a melancholy fit, and had 
gone to bed, persuaded him to rise in good humour^ 
by saying, * My dear papa, please to get up, and let 
me help yon on with your clothes, that I may learn 
to do it when yon are an old man.* ** 
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** Having lain at St. Albans, on Thursday, March 
!28/' says Bosw^ll, '' we breakfasted the next morn* 
Ing at Baroet. I expressed to him a wealcness of ^ 
mind whidi I could not help ; an uneasy apprehen- 
sion that my wife and children, who were at a great 
distance from me, might, perhaps, be ill. ^ Sir/ 
said he, ' consider how foolish yon wonld thinic it in 
them to be apprehensive that you are \\\* This snd« 
den tnrn relieved me for the moment, but 1 after- 
wards perceived it to be an iugenious fallacy.*' I 
might, to be sure, be satisfied, that they had no rea- 
son to be apprehensive about me, because I knew 
tliat I myself was well : but we might have a mutual 
anxiety without the charge of folly; because each 
was, in some degree, uncertain as to the couditiou 
^f the other/' 

The subject ftf grief for the loss of relations and 
friends being introduced, Boswell observed, that it 
was strange to consider how soon it in general wears 
^ away. Dr. Tay4or mentioned a gentleman of the 
neighbourhood as the only instance he had ever known 
of a person who had endeavoured to retain grief. He 
told Dr. Taylor, that after his lady's death, which 
affected him deeply, he resolved that the grief, which 
he cherished with a kind of sacred fondness, should 
be lasting ; but that he found he could not keep it 
long, Johnson. '^ All grief for what cannot in tho- 

* Surely it is no fallacy»but.a sound and rational ai<gu- 
nent. He who is perfectly well, and apprehensive conoem- 
ing the state of another at a distapce from him, know* to a 
eertainty that the fears of that person ooneeming his health 
are imaginary And delusive ; and hence has a rational ground 
finr supposing that his own apprehensiona coaiceniing hii aiNK 
tnC wife or fhend are e^ual^ unfounded. Malimc 
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course of nature be helped, soon wears away ; in 
tome sooner, indeed, in some later ; bat it nerer 
continues very long, unless where there is madness, 
such as will make a man have pride so fixed in hit 
mind, as to imagine himself a king ; or any other 
passion In an unreasonable way : for all unnecessary 
grief is unwise, and therefore will not he retained 
long by a sound mind. If, indeed, the cause of our 
grief is occasioned by our own misconduct, if grief 
is mingled with remorse of conscience, it should be 
lasting." BoswELL. ''But, sir, we do not approve 
of a nlan who very soon forgets the loss of a wife or 
a friend." Johnson. '' Sir, we disapprove of him, 
not bi^cause he soon forgets his grief, for the sooner 
it is forgotten the better ; but because we supposei 
that if he forgets his wife or his friend soon, he hat 
not bad much affection for them." 



No. VIII. 
MARRIAGE. 

Johnson asserted, " Marriage is the best state fbr 
man in general ; apd every man is a worse man, Id 
proportion as he is unfi|; for the married state.*' 

When Dr. Juhnson was married, the ceremony 
was not performed at Birmingham, where the bride 
and bridegroom liv;ed ; but a resolution was taken 
that i^ should be at Derby, for which place they set 
* out on horseback, no doubt in ve^y good humour. 
Bttt though Mr, Topham Beauclerk used archly to 
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mention Jofanflon's having told him^ with mncb gra- 
▼ity, ** Sir, it was "a, love marriage on both sides-*" 
Boswell bad from his illnstrions friend tbe following 
corionn account of their journey to church npon the 
nuptial morn, (the 9th of July, 1736) :— -'* Sir, she 
had read the old roin'ances, and bad got into her 
head the fantastical notion that a woman of spirit 
should use her lover like a dog. So, sir, at first she 
told me that I rode too fast, and she could not keep 
«p with me ; and, when I rode a little slower, she 
passed me, and complained that 1 lagged behind. I , 
was not to be made the slave of caprice ; and 1 re* 
solved to begin as I meant to endt I therefore 
pushed on briskly, till 1 was fairly out of her sight. 
The road lay between two hedges, so I was sure she 
ooold not 'miss it ; and I contrived that she should 
soon come up with me. When she did, I observed 
her to be in tears." 

Mr. Seward heard Johnson once say, that *' a 
man has a very bad chance for happiness in that 
state, unless he marries a woman of strong and fixed 
principles of religion." " He maintained to me," 
says Boswell, " contrary to the common notion, 
that a woman would not be the worse wife for being 
kamed ; in which, from all that I have observed of 
Artemisias, I humbly differed from him. That a 
woman should be sensible and well informed, I allow 
to be a great advantage ; and think that Sir Tho- 
mas Overbury, in his rude versification,* has very 
j^idiciously pointed out that degree of intelligence 
which is to be desired in a female companion. 

• " A Wife/' a poem, l6i4. 
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* Give me, next good, an underatanding »^ 
By nature wise, not learned by much art t 

Some knowledge on her side will all my life 
More scope of conversation impart t 

Besides, her inbome virtue fortify ; 

They are most good who best know why/ 

- ** When I censured a gentlemac of my acquaiiiU 
ance/* saysBoswell, " for marrying a second time» ai 
It showed a disregard of his first wife, he said, ' No( 
at all, sir. On the contrary, were be not to marry 
again, it might be concluded that his first wife bad 
given him a disgust to marriage ; but by taking a se* 
cond wife, he pays the highest compHment to the fir^t^ 
by showing that slie made him so happy as a married 
man, that he wishes to be so a second tinie.* So in- 
genious a turn did he give to this delicate question. 
And yet, on another occasion, he owned, that he 
once had almost asked a promise of Mrs. Johusoii 
that she would not marry again, but had checked 
himself. ludeed I cannot help thinking, that in his 
case the request would have been unreasonable } 
for if Mrs. Johnson forgot, or thought it no injury 
to the memoi7 of her first love, — ^the husband of her 
youth, and the father of her children, — ^to make a 
second marriage, why should she be precluded from 
a third, should she be so inclined ? In Johnson's 
perseveriug fond appropriation of his 7V%, even 
after her decease, he seems totally to have over- 
looked the prior claim of the honest Birmingham 
trader. I presume that her having been married 
before had, at times, given him some uneasiness; 
for I remember his observing, upon the marriage 
oi one of our conuuoo friends, 5 He has done a 
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reiy foolbh thing, sir ; be has maiTied a Widow 
when he miglit have had a maid.' " 

To Boswell he said, ** Now, that you are going 
to marry, do not expect more from life than life will 
afford. Yon may often find yourself out of humour, 
and you may often think your wife not st^diona 
enough to pleave you ; and yet you may have reason 
lo consider yourself as upon the whole very happily 
married.'* 

Talking of marriage in general, he observed, 
** Our marriage service is too refined. It is calcu- 
lated only for the best kind of marriages ; whereas, 
we should have a form for matches of convenience. 
Of which there are many." He agreed with him, 
that there was no absolute decessity for having 
the marriage ceremony performed by a regular cler-« 
gyman, for this was not commanded in Scrip- 
ture. 

Boswell was volatile enough to repeat to him a 
little epigrammatic song of his on matrimony, which 
Mr. Garrick had a few days before procured to foe 
let to music by the very ingenious Mr. Dibdin. 

A MATRIMONIAL THOUGHT. 

In the blithe days of hotkey-moon. 
With Kate's allurementf smitten, 

I loved her late, I loved her soon. 
And call'd her dearest kitten. 

9ut now my kitten's grown a eat* 

And cross like other wives — 
O I hy my soul, my honest Mat* 
- I fear the has nine lives. 
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His iUustrions friend said, " It 10 Ycrywell, sir; 
Ikit yon should not swear." Upon which he altered 
«*0! by my soul," to "alas, alas!", 

A gentleman, who had been very unhappy in mar- 
riage, married immediately after his wife died. 
Johnson said, " It is the triumph of hope over ex- 
perience." 

He observed, that a man of sense and education 
shoald meet a suitable companion in a wife. It was 
a miserable thing when the conversation coald only 
be such as — ^whether the mutton should.be boiled or 
boasted, and probably a dispute ahouCthis. 

He did not approve of late marriages, observing^ 

that more wa»lost in point of time, than compen- 

' sated for by any possible ad\'antages. Even ill as* 

sorted marriages were preferable to cheerless ce- 

Hbacy. 

He disapproved of the Royal Marriage Bill : " Be- 
cause," said he, ** I would not have the people think 
that the validity of marriage depends on the will of 
man. I should not have been against making the 
marriage of any of the royal family, without the ap- 
probation of the Ising and parliament, highly cri- 
minal." 

At a dinner at General Paoli*s, a question was 
started, " whether the state of marriage i,s natural 
to man ?" Johnson. " Sir, it is so far from being 
natural for a man and woman to live in a state of 
marriage, that we find all the motives which they 
have for remaining in that connexion, and the re- 
Btraints which civilized society imposes to prev^t 
separation, are hardly sufficient to keep them tog^* 
tber.*' Paoli. " In a state of nature, a man -and 
woman uniting t<l^therwill form a strong'and c<m- 
d2 • 
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Stant affectU>ii» by the mutual pleasure e^h wiU le- 
oeive; and the same causes of dissension wiUuet 
arise between them as occur between husband an(| 
wife in a civilized states' JoHNsoif. '* Sir, they 
would have dissensions enough, though of anpther 
kind : one would choose to go a hunting In thi^ 
wood, the other in that ; one would choose to go a 
fishing in this lake, the other in that ; or^ perhaps, 
one would choose to go a hunting, when the other 
would choose to go a fishing; and so they would 
part. Besides, sir, a savage man and a savage woman 
meet by chance : and when the ban sees another 
woman that pleases him better, he will leave the 
first." 

" A young lady, who had married a man much her 
inferior in rank being mentioned at Mr. Thrale's, a 
question arose, Tiow a woman's relations should be-y 
have to her in sucb a situation ; and, -while I reca« 
pitulate the debate,," says Bos well, " and recollect 
what has since happened, I cannot but be struck in 
a manner that delicacy forbids m« to express^ Wbili^ 
I. contended that she ough^ to be treated with an 
inflexible steadiness of displeasure, Mrs. Jhrale was 
all for mildness and forgiveness, and, according to 
the vulgar phrase, * making the best of a bad bar* 
gain.' Johnson. ' Madam, we must disiinguisb. 
Were I a man of rank, I would not let a daughter 
starve who had made a mean marriage ; but having 
voluntarily degraded herself from the station which 
she was originally entitled to hold, I would support 
her only in that which she herself had chosen, and 
would not put her on a level with my other daugh^ 
terS. You are to cousider> madam, that it is our 
^ty to malntaiu the sttbordiuation of civilised 8(^ 
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ckty ; and when there is a gross and shamefnl de^ 
viation from rank, it should be punished so as to 
deter others from the same perrersion.' 

** After frequently considering this subject, I am 
more and more confirmed in what I then meant t0 
express, and which was sanctioned by the authority^ 
and illustrated by the wisdom, of Johnson ; and I 
think it of the utmost consequence to the happiness 
of society, to which subordination is absolutely ne- 
cessary. It is weak, and conteraptiblCy and un- 
worthy in a parent, to relax in such a case. It is 
sacrifiping general advantage to private feelings. And 
let it be considered, that the claim of a daughter who 
^has acted thus, to be restored to her former situa-* 
tioD, is either fantastical or unjust. If there be no 
value in the distinction of rank, what does she suf- 
fer by being kept in the situation to which she has 
descended ? If there be a value in that distinction, 
it ought to be steadily maintained. If indulgence be 
fihown to such conduct, and the offenders know* 
that in a shorter or longer time they shall be re^ 
ceived as well as if they had not contaminated their . 
^blood by a base alliance, the great check 'upon that 
inordiuate caprice which generally occasions loW 
jnarriages will be removed, and the fair and com-i 
fortable order of improved life will be miserably dis-* 
tarbed." 

When a gentleman told him he had bought a suit 
of lace for his lady, he said, •* Well, sir, you hav«l 
done a good thing, and a wise one." " I have done a 
good thing," said tlie gentleman, *' but I do not know 
. that I have done a wise thing.'* Johnson. " Yea; 
sir ; no money is better spent than what is laid out 
lor domestic satisfaction. A man is pleased that hii 
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wife is dressed as well as' other people, and the vfife 
U pleased that she is dressed." 

Boswell talked of legitimation by snbseijaent mar-> 
liage, which obtained in the Roman law, and still 
obtains in the law of Scotland. Johnson. ** I think 
it a bad thing ;' because the bhastity of women be- 
ing of the utmost importance, as all property de- 
pends upon it, they who forfeit it should not have 
any possibility of being restored to good character ;,' 
nor should the children by an illicit connesion at- 
tain the full right of lawful children, by the posterior 
eonsent of the offending parties." " His opinion 
upon this subject," Boswell remarics, ** deserves 
consideration. Upon his principle, there may, at 
times, be a hardship, and seemingly a strange one, 
lipon individuals ; but the general good of society is 
better secured. And, after all, it is unreasonable ia 
an individual to repine that he has not the advan- 
tage of a state which is made different from hia 
own by the social institution under which he ia 
born. A woman does not complain that her bro-i 
ther, who is younger than her, gets their common 
lather's estate. Why then should a natural son 
complain that a younger brother, by the same pa^ 
rents lawfully begotten, gets it ? llie operation of 
law is similar in both cases." 

He said, '* It is commonly a weak man who mar- 
ries for love.'* The conversation then turned on 
marrying women of fortune; and Boswell men- . 
tioned a common remark, that a man may be, upon 
0e whole, richer by marrying a woman with a very 
small portion, because a woman of fortune will: be 
proportiouably expensive; whereas a womao who 
blings none wiM be very moderate in ex|»en8es« 
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JOHNSON. '' Depend upon it, sir, this is not true. 
A woman of fortune, being used to the handliog of 
money, spends it judiciously : but a woman who 
gets the command of money for the first time upon 
her marriage, has such a gust in spending it, tha(f 
tbe throws it away with great profusion/' 

He praised the ladies of the present age, insisting 
that they were more faithful to their husbands, and 
more virtuous in every respect, than- in former 
timesy because their understandings were better 
cultivated. 

Boswell repeated to him an argument of a lady 
of his acquaintance, who maintained that her hus^ 
band's having been guilty of numberless infidelities, 
released her from conjugal obligations, because they 
were reciprocal. Johnson; '* This is miserable 
stuff, sir : to the contract of marriage, besides the 
nao and wife, there is a third party-— society ; and/ 
if it be considered as a vow-—God : and, therefore, 
it cannot be dissolved by their consent alone. Lawtf 
are not made for particular, but for men in general. 
A woman may be unhappy with her husband ; but 
she cannot be freed from him without th^ approba- 
tion of the civil and ecclesiastical power. ^ A man 
may be unhappy because he is not so rich as another ; 
but he is not to seize upon another's property with 
his own hand.'? Bosw^l. " But; sir, this ladf 
does not want that the contract should be dis- 
solved ; she only argues that she may indulge her- 
self in g^iUantries with equal freedom as her hus- 
band does, provided she takes care not to introduce, 
a spurious issue into his family. You know, sir» 
u^iat Macrobius has told of Julia." Johnson;. 
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" lliat lady of yours, sir, I think, is viery fit for a 
brothel/* 

At another time, he observed, " Marriage, sir, i* 
aiQch more necessary to a man than to a woman : 
for he is much less able to supply himself with do- 
tnestic comforts. Yon will recollect my saying ta 
, some ladies the other day, that I had often won* 
dered why young women should marry, as they have 
80 much more heedom, and so much more atten* 
tion paid to them, than when married. I indeed 
did not mention the strong reason for their mann- 
ing — the mechanical reason." Boswell. ** Why, 
that is a strong one; but does not imagination 
make it more important than it is in reality ? is it 
not, to a certain degree, a delusion in us as well as 
in women ?" Johnson. " Why, yes, sir ; but it is 
It delusion that is always beginning again." Bos-< 
WELL. *' I don't know but there is upon the whole 
more misery than happiness produced by that pas- 
sion.** Johnson. " I don't think so, sir." 



No. IX* 

CHILDREN. 

BoswBLL said he disliked the custom which some 
people had of bringing their children into company, 
because it in a manner forced us to pay foolish com- 
pliments to please their parents. Johnson. " Yon 
are right, sir. We may be excused for not caring 
much abon^ other people's children, for there are 
VOfiS who cafe very little about their own children. 
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It may be observed, that men, who from being en- 
gaged in basiness, or from their course of life in 
whatever way, seldom see their children, do not 
care much about them. I myself should not have 
had much fondness for a child of my own," ' Mas^ 
TuRALE. " Nay, sir, how can you talk so ?*' John* 
SON. " At least I never wished to have a child." 

Another time Boswell asked, ** If, sir, you were 
shut up in a castle, and a new-born child with yon, 
what would you do ?** Johnson. " Why, sir, 1 
should not much like my company." Boswell, 
" But would you take the trouble of rearing it ?*' 
He seei^ed, as may well be supposed, unwilling to 
pursue the subject : but upon Boswell's persevering 
in his question, replied,. ** Why, yes, sir, I would; 
but I must have all conveniences. If I had no gar- 
den, I would make a shed on the roof, and take ii 
there for fresh air. I should feed it) and wash it 
much, and with, warm water to please it, not with 
cold water to give it pain.** Boswell. " But, sir, 
does not heat relax ?" Johnson. '*" Sir, you are 
not to imagine the water is to be very hot : I would 
not coddle the child. No, sir, the hardy method 
of treating children does no good. 1*11 take you five 
children from London who shall cuff five Highland ^ 
children. Sir, a man bred in London will carry a 
burthen, or run, or wrestle, as well as ,a man 
brought np in the hardest manner iq the country.*' 
Boswell. " Good living, I suppose, makes the 
Londoners strong." , Johnson. ** Why, I doo*t 
know that it does. Our chairmen from Ireland, 
who are as strong men as any, have been brought np 
upon potatoes. Quantity makes up for quality." 
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BoswBLL. ** Would yon teach this child that I hav«' 
fninished yon with, any thing ?" Johnson. " No, " 
1 sfeoitld not be apt to teach it." Boswell. 
" Would not yon have a pleasure in teaching it ?** 
Johnson. ** No, sir, I should not- have a pleasure 
in teaching it." Boswell. *' Have yon not a plea* 
sitfe in teaching men ? There I have you.^ Yon 
, have the same pleasure in teaching men, that I 
should have in teaching children." Johnson. 
** Why, something about that." 

Boswell. " Do yon think, sir, that what Is 
called natural affection is bom with us ? It seems 
to me to be the effect of habit, or of gratitude for 
kindness. No child has it for a parent whom it has 
not seen." Johnson. " Why, sir, I think there is 
an instinctive natural affection in parents towards 
thdr children." 

On Bosweli's consulting him as to the appoint- 
ment of guardians to his children in case of his 
death, he said, '* Sir, do not appoint a number of 
guardians. When there are many, they trnst one 
to another, and the business is neglected. I would 
advise you to choose only one ; let him be a man of 
lespectable character, who, for his own credit, will 
do what is right ; let him be a rich man, so that he 
may be under no temptation to take advantage ; and 
let him be a man of business, who is used to con* 
duct affairs with ability and expertness, to whom, 
therefore, the execution of the trust will not be 
burthensome.*' 
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No.X. 

SOCIETY. 

Rousseau's treatise on the inequality of man* 
kind wad a fa9hiohable topic. It gave rise to an 
observation by Mr. Dempster, that the advantages 
of fortune and ranlc were nothing to a wise man^ 
who ought to value only merit. JoHNSONi " If 
man were a savage, living in woods by himself, this 
might be true ; but in civilized society we all de- 
pend^ upon each other, and our happiness is very 
much owing to the good opinion of mankind. Now, 
sir, in civilized society, external advantages malie 
us more respected. A man with a good coat upon 
his back meet^ withii better reception than he who 
has a bad one. Sir, you may analyse this, and say, 
what is there in it ? But that will avail you no- 
thing, for it is a part of a general system. Pound 
St. Paul's church into atoms, and consider any 
single atom ; it is, to be sure, good for nothing : 
but put ^1 these atoms together, and yon have St. 
Paul's church. So it is with human felicity, which 
IS made up of many ingredients, each of which may 
he shown to be very insignificant. In civilized so« 
•ciety, personal merit will not serve you so much as 
money will. Sir, you may make the experiment. 
Go into the street, and give one man a lecture on 
morality, and another a shilling, and see which will 
respect you most. If you wish only to support Da« 
tore, sir William Petty fixes your allowance at three 
pounds a year^ but as times are much altered, let 



d by Google 



^ JOBMSONIANA. 

US call it six pounds. This sum will fill your belly, 
shelter you from the weather, and even get you a 
strong lasting^coat, supposing it to be 'made of good 
bi^li*s fiide. Now^ sir^ all beyond this is artificial, 
and is desired in order to obtain a greater degi-ee 
of respect from our fellow-creatures : and^ sir, if 
six hundred pounds a year procure a man more 
consequence, and, of course, n^ore happiness, thau 
six pounds a year, the same proportion will hold as 
to six thousand, and so on, as far as opulence can 
be carried. Perhaps he who has a large fortune 
may not be so happy as he who has a small one ; 
but that must proceed from other causes than from 
his having the large fortune ; for cateris paribut, 
he who is rich in a civilized society, must be hap* 
pier than he who is poor; as riches, if properly 
used (and it Is a man's own fault if they are not), 
must be productive of the highest advantages. 
Money, to be sure, of itself is of no use ; for its 
only use is to part with it. Rousseau, and all those 
who tleal in -paradoxes, are led away by a childish 
desire of novelty. When I was a boy, I used always 
to choose the wrong side of a debate, because most 
ingenious things, that is to say, most new things, 
could be said upon it. Sir, there is nothing for 
which you may not muster up more plausible argu- 
ments than those which are urged against wealth 
and other external advantages, Why^ now, there 
is stealing; why should it be thought a crime I 
When we consider by what unjust methods property 
has been often acquired, and that what was unjustly 
got it must be unjust to keep, where is the harm in 
one man's taking the property of another fram him i 
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Besidefl, sir, when we consider the bad use that 
many people make of their property, and how much 
better use the thief may make of it, it may be de« 
fended as a very allowable practice. Yet, sir, the 
experience of- mankind has discovered stealing to 
be so very bad a thing, that they make no scrapie 
to hang a man for it. When I was running about 
this, town a very poor fellow, I was a great arguer 
for the advantages of poverty ; but I was, at the 
same time, very sorry to be poor. Sir, all the argu- 
ments which ai'e brought to represent poverty as no 
evil, show it to be evidently a great evil. You never 
^nd people labouring to convince you that you may 
live very happily upon a plentiful fortune. So you 
hear people talking how miserable a king must be i 
and yet they all wish to be in his place." 

It was suggested that kings must be unhappy^ 
because they are deprived of the greatest of all saUs* 
fictions, easy and* unreserved society. Johnson^ 
f* That is an ill-founded notion. Being a king does 
not exclude a man from such' society : great kings 
have always been social. The. king of Prussia, the 
only great king at present, is very social. Charles 
-the Second, the last king of England who was a 
man of parts, was social ; and our Henrys and £d» 
wards were all social.*' 

Mr. Dempster having endeavoured to maintain 
thatlntrinsic merit ought to make the only distinc* 
tion amongst mankind. Johnson. " Why, sir^ 
mankind have found that this cannot be. How 
shall we determine the proportioa of intrinsic me* 
rit ? Were that to be the only distinction amongst 
mankind, we should soon quarrel about the degrees 
of it. Were all distinctions abolished, the strong- 
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est would not long acquiesce, but wotild endeavon^ 
to obtain a superiority by their bodily strengths 
But, sir, as subordination Is very necessary for so-, 
ciety, and contentions for superiority very dan- 
gerous, mankind, that is to say, aU civilized nations, 
have settled it upon a plain invariable principle. A 
man is born to hereditary ,ran1( ; or his being ap. 
pointed to certain offices gives him a certain rank. 
Subordination tends greatly to human happiness. 
Were we all upon an equality, we should have no 
other enjoyment than mere animal pleasure." 

Boswell said, he considered distinction or rank 
to be of so much importance in civilized society, 
that if he were asked on the same day to dine with 
the first duke in England, and with the first manm 
Britain for' genius, he should hesitate which to pre-/ 
fer. .Johnson. " To be sure, sir, if you were to 
dine only once, and it were never to be known 
'Where yon dined, yon Would choose rather to dine 
with the first man for genius ; but to gain most re- 
spect, yon should dine with the first duke In Eng^ 
land : for nine people in ten that you meet with 
would have a higher opinion of you for having dined 
with a duke; and the great genius himself would 
receive you better, because you had been with the 
great duke." 

He took care to guard himself against any pos- 
sible suspicion that his settled principles of reverence 
for rank and respect for wealth were at all owing to 
mean or interested motives ; for he asserted his own 
independence as a literary man. " No man," said 
lie, " who ever lived by literature^ has lived more 
independently than I have done." 
. He more than once insisted on the dnty of maiQ^ 
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talning subordination of ranlc. *' Sir, I would no 
more deprive a ndbleman of his respect than of his 
IBOJiey. I consider myself as acting a part in the 
great system of society, and I do to others as t 
would have them to do to me. I would behave to 
a nobleman as I should expect he would behave to 
me, were I a nobleman aiid he Sam Johnson. Sir, 
there is one Mrs. Macaulay in this town, a grea^ 
tepublican. One day, when I was at her house, I 
pnt on a very grave countenance, and said to her, 
* Madam, I am now become a convert to your way 
of thinlfing. I am convinced that all mankind are 
upon an equal footing; and to give you an unques- 
tionable proof, madam, that I am in earnest, here 
is a very sensible, civil, well-behaved fellow citizen, 
your footman ; I desire that he may be allowed to 
sit down and dine with us.' I thus, sir, showed 
ber the absurdity of the leveiUng doctrine. She has 
never liked me since. Sir, your levellei*s wish to 
level down as far as themselves ^ but they cannot 
bear levelling up to themselves. They would all 
have some people under them ; why not then have 
some people above them }" Boswell mentioned a 
certain author, who disgusted him by his forward* 
ness, and by showing no deference to noblemen, 
into wliose company he was admitted. Johnson* 
" Suppose a shoemaker should claim an equality 
with him, as he does with a lord : lu)w he would 
stare i ' Why, sir, do you stare ?' says the shoe* 
maker, ^ I do great service to society. 'Tis true, I 
am p£ud for doing it ; but so are you, sir ; and I an^ 
sorry to say it, better paid than I am, for doing 
something not so necessary j for mankind could do 
better without your books than witholU my shoes** 
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Thus, shr, there would be a perpetual struggle for 
precedeuce, were there no fixed invariable rules, for 
the distinctioo of rank, which creates do jealousyi 
as it is allowed to be accidentHl.'^ 

'In a discussion whether the present earl of Ba« 
cfaan, when lord Cardross, did right to refuse to go 
secretary of embassy to Spain, when sir James Grajr, 
a man of inferior rank, went ambassador; Dr. John^ 
son said, " that perhaps in point of interest he did 
wrong ; but in point of dignity he did well." Sir Alex* 
Onder Macdonald insisted that he was wrong; and 
said that Mr. Pitt intended it as an advantageout 
thing for him. Johnson. " Why, sir, Mr. Pitt migbt 
think it an advantageous thing for him to make him 
a vintner, and get him all the Portugal trade; but 
lie would have demeaned himself strangely had he 
accepted of such a sftuation. Sir, had he gone 
secretary, wbile his inferior was ambassador, he 
would have been a traitor to his rank and family." 
He talked with a noble enthusiasm of keeping up 
the representation of respectable families. His zeal 
on this subject was a circumstance in his character 
exceedingly remarkable,' when it is considered that' 
he himself had no- pi^etensions to blood.. Boiswell- 
heard him once say, '* I have great merit in being 
zealous for subordination and the honours of birth ; 
for I can hardly tell who was my grandfather." 
He maintained the dignity and propriety of male 
succession, in opposition to the opinion of one of 
his friends, who had that day employed Mr. Chal« 
merS to draw his will, devising his estate to his 
three sisters, in preference to a remote heir male. 
Johnson called them ** three dowdiet" and saidj 
with as high a spirit as the boldest baron in the 
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most perfect days of the feudal system, " An 
ancient estate should always go to males. It U 
ndgbty foolish to let a stranger have it because he 
marries your daughter, and takes your name'. As 
lor an estate newly acquired by trade, you may give 
it, if you will, to the- dog Towter, and let him keep 
fais own name." 

' Johnson was not the less ready to love Mr. Lang« 
ton for his being of a very~aucient family; for Bos- 
#ell has heard him say with pleasure, '* Langton,.8tr, 
has a grant of free warren from Henry the S^econd ; 
and cardinal Stephen Laugtou, in king John's reign, 
was of this family." 

One morning Boswell talked of old families, and 
the respect due to them. Johnson. " Sir, you have 
a right to that kind of respect, and are arguing for 
yottrself, I am for supporting the principle, and 
cm disinterested in doing it$ as I have no such 
fight." BoswEtL. *' Why, sir, it is one more in- 
citement to a nran to do well." Johnson. '* Yes, 
sir, and it is a matter of opinion very necessary to: 
keep society together. What is itxbut opinion, by 
which we have a respect for authority, that prevents 
us, who are the rabble, from rising and pulling down 
yott, who are gentlemen, from your places, and say- 
ing, * We will be gentlemen in our turn.' Now, 
air, that respect for authority is much more easily 
granted to a man whose father has had it, than to 
an upstart ; and so society is more easily supported." 
Boswell. " Perhaps, sir, it might b^ done by the 
respect belonging to office, as among the Romans, 
where the dress, the toga, inspired reverence." 
Johnson. " Why, we know very little about the 
Ronaos. But surely it is much easier to respect » 
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man who has always had respect, than to respect « 
wan who we know was last year no better than our* 
selves, and will be no better next year. In repnb-* 
lies there is no respect for authority, but a fear of 
power." BoswELL. "At present, sir, I think richer 
seem to gain most respect." Johnson. " No, sir^ 
riches do not gain hearty respect ; they only pro^ 
cure external attention. A very rich man, from 
low beginnings, may buy his election in a borough ; 
but, cceteris paribus, a man of family will be pre- 
ferred. People will prefer a man for whose father 
their fathers have voted, though they should get no 
more money, or even less. That shows that the re* 
spect for family is not merely fanciful, hot- has an 
actual operation. If gentlemen of family would 
allow the rich upstarts to spend their money pro- 
fusely, which they are ready enough to do, and not 
vie with them in expense, the upstarts would soon 
be at an end, and the gentlemen would remain ; but 
if the gentlemen will vie in expense with the up* 
starts, whidh is very foolish, they must be ruined/' 
When Boswell talked to him of the paternal 
estate to which he was heir, he said, ".Sir, let me 
tell you, that to be a Scotch landlord, where yoti 
have a number of families dependent upon you, and 
attached to you, is, perhaps, as high a situation as 
humanity can arrive at. A merchant upon the 
'Change of London, with a hundred thousand 
poinds, is nothing ; an English duke, with an im^^ 
mense fortune, is nothing : he has no tenants who 
consider themselves as under his patriarchal care,, 
and who will follow him to the field upon an emer- 
gency «" His notion of the dignity of a Scotch landr 
md had been formed upon what he had heard o^ 
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tfae Highland chiefs ; for it is long since a Lowland 
landlord has been so curtailed in his feudal autho- 
rity, that he has ^ittle more influence over his 
tenants than an English landlord : and of late years 
most of the Highland chiefs have destroyed, by 
means too well known, the princely power which 
they once enjoyed. 

Speaking of the little attachment which subsisted 
between near relations in London, « Sir," said 
Johnson, *' in a counti7 so commercial as ours, 
where every man can do for himself, there is not so 
much occasion for that attachment. No man is 
thought -the worse of here, whose brother was 
banged. In uncommercial countries, many of the 
branches of a family must depend on the stocli: ; 
so, in order to make the head of the family take 
care of them, they are represented as connected with 
bis reputation, that, self-love being interested, he 
may exert himself to promote their interest. You 
have first large circles, or clans ; as commerce in- 
creases, the connexion is confined to families ; by 
degrees, that too goes off, as having become. un- 
necessary, and there being few opportunities of in- 
tercourse. One brother is a merchant in the cityi 
and another "is an officer in the guards : how little, 
intercourse can these two have !*' 

Boswell argued warmly for the feudal system; 
sir Alexander Macdonald opposed it, and talked of 
the pleasure of seeing all men free and independent. 
Johnson. " I agree with Mr. Boswell, that there 
must be high satisfaction in being a feudal lord$ 
but we are to consider that we ought not to wish 
to have a number of men unhappy for the satisfac- 
tion of one." Boswell maintained, that numbers^ 
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Iiamely» the Tassals or followers^ were not UDbappy, 
for that there was a reciprocal satisfaction between 
the lord and them ; he hetug kind in his authority 
over them— they being respectful and faithlnl to 
him. 

On his iavonrite subject of subordination, John* 
ton said, " So far is it fi-om being true that men 
are naturally equal, that no two people can be half 
an "honr together, but one shall acquire an evident 
superiority over the other." 

** In barbarous society," he observed, " sape- 
riority of parts is of real consequence. Great 
strength or great wisdom is of much value to an in« 
dividual: but in more polished times there are 
people to do every thing for money ; and then there 
are a number of other superiorities, such as thoae 
of birth, and fortune, and rank, that dissipate men's 
attention, and leave no extraordinary share of re. 
spect for personal and intellectual 6U})eriority. This 
is wisdy ordered by Providence, to preserve some 
equality among mankind." 

Ammonal bearinf;^ having been mentioned, John* 
son said they were as ancient as the siege of Thebes^ 
which he proved by a passage ia one of the tragedies 
of Ettiipides. 

Boswell mentioned with much regret the extra* 
ngance of the representative of a great family ia 
Scotland, by which there waa danger of its being 
f^4ned r and as Johnson respected it for its antiquity, 
he joined with h&n ia thinking it would be happy 
if this person should die. Mrs. Thrale seemed 
tlioeked at this, as feudal barbarity $ and said, '* I 
^ not understand this preference of the estate to 
Its owner— of the tand to the man who walks upon 
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that kuid." JoHNSow. ** Nay, madam, it U uotM 
preference of the kind to its owner ; it is the pre- 
ference of a tuaXtj to an individual. Here is aJi 
«ft«Wi&ment in a country, which is of importance 
Air ages, not only to the chief, but to his people; an 
establishment which extends upwards and down^ 
wards ; thai this should be destroyed by one idle 
ieUow is a sad thing. Entails are good, because it 
Is good to preserve in a country serieses of men, to 
whom the people are accustomed to look up as to 
their leaders. But I am for leaving a quantity of 
land in commerce, to excite industry, and keep 
money in the country; for \f no lan4 were to be 
bought in the country, there would be no encou- 
ragement to acquire wealth, because a family could 
not be founded there ; or if it ^were acquired, it 
must be carried away to another country where 
iaud may be bought: and although the land in 
every country will remain the same, and be as fertile 
where there is ho money, as whet-e there is, yet all 
that portion of the happiness of civil life, which is 
produced by mon^ circulating io a country, would 
be lost." BofiWELl. *^ Then, sir, would it be for 
the advantage of a country that all its lands were 
sold at once V* Johnson. " So far, sir, as money 
produces good, it would be an advantage ; for then 
that €ountry would have as much money circulatl^ 
In it as it is worth. But to be sure this would be 
counterbalanced by advantages attending a total, 
change of proprietors." Boswbll. ** I think that 
the power of entailing shonkL be limited thust 
there should foe one-third, or perhaps one-half, of 
the land of a country kept free for commerce ; and 
the proportion allowed to be entailed should be 
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parcelled out so that no family could etitatl abe?e 
a certain quantity. Let a family, according to the 
ability of its representati\TS, be richer or poorer- in 
di£ferei;it generations, or always rich if its repre^ 
sentatives be always wise ; but let its absolute per- 
manency be moderate. , In this way we should be 
certsunof there being always a number of established 
roots ; and as, in the course of nature, there is in 
every age an extinction of some families, there 
would be continual openings for men ambitious of 
perpetuity to plant a stock in the entailed ground.*' 
Johnson. " Why, «ir, mankind will be better able 
to regulate the system of entails, when the evil of 
, too much land being locked up by them is felt, than 
we can do at present, when it is not felt." 

He thus .discoursed upon supposed obligation in^ 
settling estates : " Where a man gets the unlimited* 
prpperty of an estate,, there is no obligation upon 
him injustice to leave it to one person rather than 
to another. There is a motive of preference from 
kindnessy and this kindness is generally entertained 
for the nearest relation. If I owe a particular man 
a sum of money, I am obliged to let that man have 
the next money I get, and cannot in justice let an- 
other have it ; but if I owe money to no man, I may 
dispose of what I get as I please. There is not a 
4ebitumju8tUtiB to a man's next heir;, there is only 
a debitum caritatis. It is plain, then, that I have ' 
morally a choice, according to my liking. If I have 
a brother in want, he has a claim from affection to 
my assistance : but if [ have also a brother in want, 
whom I like better, he has a preferable claim. The 
right of an heir at law is only this ; that he is to 
have the succession to an estate, in case no other 
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person is appointed to it by the owner. His right 
b merelf preferable to that of the liin^." 

When talliiug of the power of riches, Johnson 
exclaimed, " If I were a man of a great estate, I 
would drive all the rascals whom I did not like oot 
of the county, at an election." 

Boswell asked him, how far he' thought wealth 
should be employed in hospitality. Johnson. " You 
are to consider that ancient hospitality, of which 
we hear so mnch, was in an uncommercial country, 
when men being idle, were glad to be entertained 
at rich men's tables : but in a commercial country, 
a busy country, time becomes precious, and therefore 
hospitality is not so much valued. ' No doubt there 
is still room for a certain degree of it ; and a man 
has a satisfaction in seeing his friends eating and 
drinking around him : but promiscuous hospitality 
is not the way to gain real influence. You must 
help some people at table before others ; you must 
ask some people how they like their wine oftener 
than others : you therefore offend more people 
than you please. You are like the French states- 
man, who said, when he granted a favour, J*ai fait 
dvg mccontents et un irtgrat, « Besides, sir, being 
entertained ever so well at a man's table, impresses 
no lasting regard or esteem. No, sir, the way to 
make sure of power and influence is, by lending 
money confidentially to your neighbours at a small 
interest, or perhaps at no interest at all, and having 
their bonds in your possession." Boswell. " May ' 
not a man, sir, employ his riches to advantage, in 
educating young men of merit ?" Johnson. ** Yes, 
sir, if they fall in your way : but if it be' understood 
that you patronize young men of merit, yon will 
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be harassed with solicitatiotis. Yon will have num- 
bers forced a pon you, who have do merit; some 
will force them upon yon from mistalsen partiality, 
and some from downright interested rootiv:es, with- 
out a scruple ; and you will be disgraced. Were I 
a rich man, I would propagate all kinds of trees 
that will grow in the open air. A green-house is 
Childish. I would introduce foreign animals into 
the country; for instance, the rein-deer." • 

Observing some beggars in the street as they 
walked along, Boswell said to -him, '< I suppose 
there is no civilized country in the world where 
the misery of want in the lowest classes of the peo- 
ple is prevented." Johnson. ** I believe, sir, there 
is not ; but it is better that some should be unhappy, 
than that none should be happy, which would be 
the case in a general state of equality." 

No. XI. 

NATIONS. 

Johnson scouted the idea of nations having any pe- 
ciiUarcharacteristics. He said, ** there is no per* 
nianent natural character; it varies according to cir^ 
cumstanoes. Alexander swept the great India : now 
the Tarks sweep Qreece." 

He was of opinion that the English nation culti- 
vated both their soil and their reason better than 

* This project has since been realiaecL Sir Henry Lid- 
dell, who made a spirited tour into Lapland, brought two 
reinnleer to his estate in Northumberland, where they bred } 
but the taee has unftutunately perished. 
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9tif other people ; bnt admitted that the French^ 
-thoagh not the highest^ perhaps, in any department 
of literatare, yec in every department were very 
high. Intellectual pre-eminence, he ohserred, ww 
the highest superiority ; and that every nation d«» 
rived their highest reputation from the splendow 
and dignity of their writers. Voltaire, he said, waa 
a good narrator, and that his principal merit cob« 
aisted in a happy selection and arrangement of cir- 
cunlstances. Speaking of tlie French novels, com* 
pared with Richardson's, he said, they might be 
l^retty baubles — ^bat a wren was not an eagle. In % 
Latin conversation with the Pere Boscovitcb, at the 
house of Mrs. Cbolmondeley, he maintuned the 
nperiority of sir Isaac Newton over all foreign phi- 
losophers, with a dignity and eloquence that sur-» 
prised that learned foreigner.* It being observed 
to him, that a rage for every thing English pre<» 
vailed much in France, after Lord Chatham's glo^ 
riotts war ; he said, he did not wonder at it ; for that 
we had drubbed those fellows into a proper reverence 
for us, and that their national petulance required 
periodical chastisement. 

He observed, << The great in France live very 
magnificently, but the rest very miserably. There 
is no happy middle state aa.in England. The shope 
of Paris are mean ; the meat in the markets is anch 

-• In a diseoune.by sir William 'Jonei» addretMd to the 
Aaimtic Society, February S5, 1778, is the follmrinf iwumg^i 
" One of the most sagacious men in this age» who yi^ntinmtj 
I hope, to improvrand adorn it« Samuel Johnson, remarked 
in my hearing, that if Newton had flourished in ancient 
Oreeoe, he would have been worshipped as a divinity .*—» 
Jfelonc. 
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as would be sent to a gaol in England : and Mr. 
Thrale justly observed, that the cookery of the 
French was forced upon them by necessity; for 
they could not eat their meat unless they added 
some taste to it. The French are an indelicate 
people ; they will spit upon any place. At madam 
• • • • *s, a literary lady of rank, the footman took 
the sugar in bis fingers, and threw it into my coffee. 
I was going to put it aside ; but hearing it was made . 
on purpose for me, I ev'n tasted Tom's fingers. The 
same lady would needs make tea ei VAngloise* The 
spout of the tea-pot did not pour freely ; she bade 
the footman blow into it. France is worse than 
Scotland in every thing but climate. Nature has 
done more Jbr the French ; but they have done less 
for themselves, than the Scotch have done.'* 
. He said the poor in England were better pro'« 
vided for than in any other country of the same 
extent : he did not mean little cantons, or petty re- 
publics. " Where a great proportion of the people,'* 
said he, " are suflered to languish in helpless misery, , 
that country must be ill policed, and wretchedly 
governed : a decent provision for the poor is the 
true test of civilization. Gentlemen of education," 
he observed, " were pretty much the same in all 
countries; the condition of the lower orders, (the 
poor especially) was the true mark of national dis- 
crimination." 

Boswell having observed, that it was strange how 
well Scotchmen were known to one another in their 
own country, though born in very distant counties ; 
for we do not find that the gentlemen of neigh- 
bouring counties in England are mutually known to 
each other.: Johnson^ with bis usual acuteness, at 
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ODoe saw aod explaiDed jthe reason of this : '' Wby» 
sir^ you haveEdinborghy where the gentlemen from 
all yoar connties meet» and which is not so large 
hat that they are all known. There is no such 
coffimon place of collection in England^ except Lon* 
dooy where» from its great size and difiasion^ many 
of .those who reside in contigoons connties of £ng« 
laud, may long remain unknown to each other." 

He defended his remark upon the general insuf* 
Aciency of education in Scotland, and confirmed to 
Boswell the authenticity of his witty saying on tlie 
learning of the Scotch-— « Their learning is like 
bread in a besieged town : every man gets a little, 
but no one gets a full meal." ** There is/' said he, 
*^ in Scotland a'profusioo of learning[,.a cert^n por<- 
tion of it widely and thinly spread. A merchant 
has as much learning as one of their clergy." 

Boswell put him in mind, that the landlord at 
fiUon, in Scotland, said that he heard be was the 
greatest man in England-r-next to Lord Mansfield, 
** Ay, sir," said he, *' the exception defined the 
idea. A Scotchman could go no farther : 

' The force of luttuze could no fSuther go.*** 

He observed, that *^ the Irish mix better with 
the English than the Scotch do ; their language ip 
nearer to Englisli ; as a proof of which they succeed 
very weil as players, which Scotchmen do not. 
Then, sir, they have not that extreme nationality 
which we find in the Scotch. I will do yop, Bosiv 
well, the justice to say that you are the most im* 
^eatt^ed of your countrymen. Yon are almost the 
cmly instance of a Scotchman that I haire known, 
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who (lid not, at every other sentence, bring lu some 
other Scotchman." 

Dr. Barnard; now bishop of Killaloe, having once 
expressed to him -an apprehension, that, if he shoold 
visit Ireland, he might, treat the people of that 
country more unfavourably than he had done the 
Scotch; he answered, with strong dodble-edged 
* w.it, ** Sir, you have no reason to be afraid of me. 
The Irish are not in a conspiracy to cheat the world 
by false representations of the merits of their coun> 
try men. No, sir; the Irish are vl fair people; they 
never speak well of one another." 



No. XII. 

LIFE. 

Dining at the Mitre, Boswell attempted to argue 
for the superior happiness of the savage life, upon 
the usual fanciful topics. Johnsoit. " Sir, there 
can be nothing more false. The savages have no 
bodily advantages beyond those 6i civilized men : 
they have not better health; and as to care or 
mental uneasiness, they are not above it, but below 
it, like bears. No, sir ; yoa are not to talk such 
paradox 4 let me have no more oti't. It cannot en- 
tertain, far less can it instruct. Lord Monboddo, 
one of your Scotch judges, talked a great deal of 
such nonsense : I suffered Attn, but I will not suffer 
you" Boswell. ** But, sir, does not Rousseau 
talk such nonsense ?" Johnson. *< True, sir, but 
Rousseau knowt he is talking nonsense, and laughs 
at the world for staring at him." Boswell. ** How 
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SO, sir ?" Johnson. ." Why, sir, a mau who talks 
* nonsense so well, must know thai he is talking non* 
sense; hut I am apaid (chuckling and laughing) 
Monboddo does not know that he is talking non- 
senile." BoswELL.," Is it wrong then, sir, to af«^ 
feet singularity, in order to make people stare?" 
Johnson. *' Yes, if you do it by propagating'error : 
and, indeed, it is wrong in any way. There is in 
bum^an nature a general inclination to make people 
stare ; and every wise n\an has himself to. cure of 
it, and does cure himself. If you wish to make 
people stare by doing better than others, why, make 
them stare till they stare their eyes out. But con- 
»der how easy it is to make people stare by being 
absurd. I may do it by going into a drawing-room 
without my shoes. You remember the gentleman 
in the Spectator, who had a cootmission of Junacy 
taken out against him for his extreme singularity, 
suoh as never wearing a wig, but a nightcap :, now, 
sir, abstractedly, the nightcap was the best ; but, 
relatively, the advantage was overbalanced by his 
making the boys run after him." 

The modes of living in different countries, ai^d, 
the various views with which men travel in quest of 
new scenes, having been talked of, a learned gentle* 
man, who holds a considerable office in the law, ex* 
patiaied on the happiness of a savage life; and 
mentioned an instance of an officer who had actually 
lived for some time in the wilds of America, of 
whom, when in that state, he quoted this redec* 
tion with an air of admiration, as if it ha^ been 
deeply philosophical : ** Here am I, free and unre- 
strained, amidst the rude magnificence of nature, 
with this Indian woman by my side, and this gun, 
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with which I can procure food when I want it : 
what more can be desired for hnman happiness ?" 
It did not reqaire>mnch sagacity to foresee that 
such a sentiment wonld not be permitted to pass 
without due animadversion. Johnson. " Bo not 
allow yourself, sir, to be imposed upon by such 
gross absurdity : it is sad stuff; it is brutish. If a 
^uU could speak, he might as well exclaim. Here 
am I with this cow and this grass ; what l)eing cair 
enjoy greater felicity ?" 

Bob WELL. " I am well assured that the people of 
Otaheite, who have the bread tree, the fruit ef 
which serves them for bread, laughed heartily when 
they were informed of the tedious process necessary 
with us to havebread-^plonghing, sowing, harrow- 
ing, reaping, threshing, grinding, baiiiug." John- 
son. ** Why, sir, aU ignorant savages will hingh 
when they are told of the advantages of civilized 
life. Were you to tell men, who live without houses, 
how we pile brick upon brick, and rafter upon rafter, 
9nd that after a house is raised to a certain height, 
a man tumbles off a scaffold, and breaks his neck-*^ 
he would laugh heartily at our folly in building : 
but it does not follow that men are better without 
houses. No, sir, (holding up a slice of a good loaf,) 
this is better than the bread tree." 

Dr. Johnson talked with approbation of one who 
had attained to the state of the philosophical wise 
man, that is, to have no want of any thing. Bos- 
^VBLL. * J Then, sir, the savage is a wise man." 
Johnson. ** Sir, I do not mean simply l)eing with- 
out, but not having a want.*' Boswell maintained 
agsunst this proposition^ that it was better to have 
fine clothes, for instance, than not to feel the want 
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of them. JOHNSoit. ** No, sir ; tine clothes are 
good only as they supply the wants of other means 
of procurlDg respect. Was Charles the Twelfth, 
tfaiak yoQy less respected f(t)r-hi8 coarse blae coHt 
and black stock ? And yon find the king of Prassia 
diVBses plain, because the dignity of his character la 
sufllcient." Boswell here brought himself into a 
serape ; for be heedlessly .said, ** Woold not yotf, 
sir, be the better for velret embroidery ?" John* 
SON. *' Sir, yon put an end to all argument when 
you introduce your opponent himself. Have yoa no 
better manners ? There is pour manU** 

He had been in company with Omai, a native o^ 
one of the South Sea Islands, waa struck with the 
elegance of his behaviour, and accounted for it 
thus » ** Sir, he had passed bis tioM, while in £ag<» 
land, only in the best company ; so that all he had 
acquired of our manners was genteel. As a proof 
of this, sir, lord Muigrave and he dined one day at 
Streatham $ they sat with their backs to the light, 
fronting me, so that I could not see distinctly \ and 
there was so little of the saVi4^ in Omai, that I was 
afraid to speak to either, lest I should mistake one 
for the other." 

A gentleman expressed a wish to go and live three 
years at Otaheite, or New Zealand, in-order to ob'* 
tain a full acquaintance with people so totally di& 
(erent from all that we have ever known, and be 
satisfied what pure nature can do for man. John- 
SON. *< What could yon learn, sir ? What can 
savages tell but what they themselves have seen ? 
Of the past, or the invisible, they can tell nothing. 
The inhalntants of Otaheite and New Zealand are 
not in a state of pare natore; for it is pkun they 
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broke off from some other people : had they grown- 
oat of the Kroand, yon might have jadged of a state 
of pure natare. Fanciful people may talk of a my- 
thology beiug amongst them ; but it must be inven- 

' tion : they have once had religion, which has been 
gradually debased. And what account of their re- 
llgion can you suppose to be learned from savages ? 
Only consider, sir, our Own state : our religion is in 
a book ; we have an order of men whose duty i( i» 
to teach it ; we have one day in the week set apart 
for it — and this is in general pretty well observed : 
yet ask the first ten gross men you meet, and hear 
what'they can tell of their religion," 

He maintained that a boy at school was the hap- 
piest of human beings. Boswell supported a differ- 
ent opinion — that a man is happier ; and enlarged 
upon the anxiety and sufferings which are endure^ 
at school. - Johnson. ** Ah ! sir, a boy's being 
flogged is not so severe as a man's having the hiss 
of the world against him. Men have a solicitude 
about fame ; and the greater share they have of it, 
the more afraid they are of losing it." 

At another time, Bbswell having mentioned 
Hume's notion, that all who are happy are equally 
happy; a little miss with a new gown at a dancing- 

' school ball, a general at the head of a victorious 
army, and an orator, after having made an elo# 
qneut speech in a great assembly. Johnson. 
** Sir, that ail who are happy are equally happy, 
is not true. A peasant and a philosopher may 
be equally satisfied, but not equally happy. Hap- ' 
piness consists in the multiplicity of agreeable 
consciousness. A peasant has not capacity for h^ 
nog equal happiness with a philosopher." Tbif 
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ijuestion waa very happily illustrated by the Rev. 

Mr. Robert Browu, at Utrecht : " A small drinking 

. glass and a large one," said he^ " may be equally 

full, but the large one holds more than the si\iall." 

Boswell maintained, that Horace was wrong iu 
placing happiness in nil admirari, as he thought ad- 
miration one of the most agreeable of all our feel- 
ings $ and regretted that he had lost much of his 
disposition to admire, which people generally do as 
they advance in life. Johnson. '* Sir, as a man 
advances in life, he gets what is better than ad- 
miration — judgment, to estimate things at their 
true value.*' Boswell. '* But admiration is more 
pleasing than judgment, as love is more pleasing 
than friendship. The feeling of friendship is like 
that of being comfortably filled with roast beef; 
love,iike being enlivened with champagne." John- 
son. '* No, sir, admiration and love are like being 
intoxicated with champagne ; judgment and friend- 
flhip like being enlivened. VValler has hit upon the 
flame thought with you : but I don't believe you 
have borrowed from Waller. I wish you would en- 
able yourself to borrow more." 

One afternoon, as he was driving rapidly along in 
a post-chaise, he said to Boswell, " Life has not 
many things better than this." On another occa- 
sion, however, when he and this gentleman were 
returning to town^ from the same excursion into 
the country, the latter says, " I enjoyed the luxury 
of obr approach to London ; that metropolis which 
we both loved so much for the high and varied 
Intellectual pleasure which it fui*uishes. I experi- 
enced immediate happiness while whirled along with 
flodi a companion, and said to him, ' Sir, yon ob* 
flerred one day at general Oglethorpe's^ that a roan 
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is neter happy for tbe present, but wheo he It 
drank ; will you not a(U]--or when driving rapidly 
in a post-chaise ?' Johnson. ' No, sir, you ar§ 
driving rapidly >)iofii something, or^o something,'" 
Even in London, to which he was so mqch at* 
tached, he could say, ** That man is never h«(ipy 
for the present is so true, that all his relief frofli 
tmhappiness is only forgetting himself a little while. 
Life is a progress from want to want, not from en<» 
joymeut to ei^joyment.^ And one day, enlarging 
upon Pope's melancholy remark, 

' Man nevor it, but always to be Ueit/ 

he asserted, that the preseni was never a happy 
^tate to any human being ; but that, as every part 
of life, of which we are conscious, was at some 
point of time a period yet to come, in which felidty 
was expected, there was some happiness produced 
by hope. Being pi^ssed upon ^ this subject, and 
asked if he really was of opinion, that though, in 
general, happiness was vei7 rare in human life, a 
man was not sometimes happy in the moment thftt 
waa present, be answered, '< Never, but when he 
is drunk." 

Dining at an excellent inn at Chapel House, after 
a ride through Blenheim park, he expatiated on the 
fielicity of England in its taverns and inns, and tri<> 
nmphed over the French for not having, in any per* 
fectioo, the tavern life, '< There is no private 
house," said he, *' in which people can eujoy 
themselves so well as at a capital tavern. Let there 
be ever so great plenty of good things, -ever so mudi 
grandeur, ever so much elegance, ever so much de« 
sire that artxf body should be easy ^ in the nature ' 
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of things it cannot be : there must always be some 
degree of care and anxiety. The master of the 
house is anxioas to entertain his guests; the guests 
are anxious to be agreeable to him ; and no man, 
but a very impudent dog indeed, can as freely com- 
mand what is in another man's house us if it were 
his own : whereas, at a tavern, there is a general 
freedom from anxiety. You are sure you are wel- 
come : and the more noise yoti make, the more 
trouble you give, the more good things you call for, 
the welcomer you are. No servant will attend you 
with the alacrity which waiters do, who are incited 
by the prospect of an immediate reward in propor- 
tion as they please. No, sir; there is nothing 
which has yet been contrived by man, by which so 
much happiness is produced as by a good tavern or 
iun.*'» He then repeated, with great emotion, 
Shenstone's lines — 

" Whoe'er has travelled lifte's dull round. 
Where'er his stages may have been. 

May sigh to think he still has found 
The warmest welcome at an inn." 

Another time, at supper, he talked of good eat- 
ing with uncommon satisfaction. " Some people," 

* Sir John Hawkins has preserved very few Memorabilia 
of Johnson. Thdre is, however, to be found in his bulky 
. tome, a very excellent one upon this subject. ** In con- 
tradiction to those who, having a wife and children, prefer 
domestic enjoyments to those which a tavern afibrds, I have 
heard him assert, * that a tavern chair was the throne of 
human felicity.' ' As soonr said he, * as I enter the door 
of a tavern, I experience an oblivion of care, and a freedom 
fnm loUcitude : when I am seated, I find the master coiun 
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said he, '' hare a foolUh way of not minding^ or 
pretending not to miod, what they eat. For my 
party I miod my belly very studiously, and v^ry care- 
fully; for I look upon it, that he who does not 
miud his belly will hardly mind any thing else^" 
Boswell adds, ** He now appeared to me Jean BuU 
pkUosophe, and he was for the moment not only 
serious, but vehement. Yet I have heard him, upon 
other occasions, talk with great contempt of people 
who were anxious to gratify their palates ; and the 
twenty-sixth number of his Rambler is a masterly 
ess^y against gulostty. His practice, indeed, I must 
acknowledge may be considered as casting the ba» 
lance of his different opinions upon this subject ^ 
for I never knew any man relish good eating as be 
did. When at table he was totally absorbed in the 
business of the moment ; his looks seemed ri vetted 
to his plate ; nor would h^, unless when in very 
high company, say one word, or even pay the least 
attention to what was said by others, till he had 
satisfied his appetite, which was so fierce, and in- 
dulged with such intenseness, that while in the act 
of eating, the reins of hts forehead swelled, and 
generally a strong perspiration was visible. To 
those whose sensations were delicate, this could not 
but be disgusting ; and it was doubtless not very 
suitable to the character of a philosopher, who 
should be distinguished by self-command. But it 

toouB, and the servants obsequioas to my call; anxious to 
know, and ready to supply my wants : wine there eiihilar- 
ates my spirits, and prompts me to free conversation* and 
an interchange of discourse with those whom I moat iova: 
I dogmatise, and am contradicted t and in tbia oonlllct «f 
opinion and sentiment* I And delight.' " 
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mint be bwDed/ that Johnsoiiy though he coold be 
rigidly abstemious, was not a temperate man either 
in eatiDg or drinking. He could refrain, but he 
coald not use naoderately. He told me, that he 
had fasted two days without inconvenience, and 
that he had never been hungry but once. They who 
beheld with wonder how much be eat upon all oc- 
casions when |iis dinner jvas to his taste, could not 
easily conceive what he must have meant by hun- 
ger; and not only was hie remarkable for the extra- 
ordinary quantity which he eat, but he was, or af- 
fected to be, a man of very nice discernment in the 
science of cookery. He used to descant critically on 
the dishes which had been at table where he had 
dined or supped, and to recollect very minutely 
whatvhe had liked. I remember, when he was in 
Scotland, his praisli^ Gordon's palates, (a dish of 
palates at the Honourable Alescander Gordon's] with 
a warmth of expression which might have done 
honour to more important subjects. ' As for Mac- 
laurin's imitation of a made dish, it was a wretched 
attempt.' He, about the same time, was so much 
displeased with the performances of a nobleman's 
French cook, that he exclaimed with vehemence, 
' I'd throw such a rascal into the river ;' and he 
then proceeded to alarm, a lady at whose house he 
was to sup, by the following Q»anifesto of his skill i 
' I, madam, who live at a variety of gDod tabks, 
am a much better judge of^^ookery, than any person 
who has a very tolerable cook, but lives much at 
home; for bis palate is gradually adapted to the 
taste of his cook ; whereas, madam, in trying by a 
wider range, I can more exquisitely^ judge.* When 
lofit^ to dioe^ e^n with an intimate friend^ b« 
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was not pleased if something better than a plain 
ditaner was not prepared for hloi. I have heard 
him say, on saeh an occasion, < lliis was a good din- 
ner enough, to be sure ; but it was not a dinner to 
(uk a man to' On the other hand,^he was wont to 
express, with great glee, his satisfaction when he 
had been entertained quite to his mind. One day, 
when he had dined with his neighbour and landlord 
in Bolt-court, INIr. Allen, the printer, whose old 
housekeeper had studied his taste in every thing, 
he pronounced this eulogy t ' Sir, we could not have 
had a better dinner had there been a synod of 
cooks/ " 

He said, " Many things which are false are trans- 
mitted from book to book, and gain credit in the 
world. One of these is the cry against the evil of 
luxury. Now the truth is, that luxury produces 
much good. Take the luxury of buildings in Lon- 

, don ; does it not produce real advantage in the con- 
venlency and elegance of accommodation, and this 
all from the exertion of industry ? People will tell 
you, with a melancholy face, how many builders 
are in gaol. It is plain they are in gaol, not for 
building, for rents are not fallen. A man gives half- 
^-guiuea for a dish of green pease : how much gar- 
dening does this occasion! how many labourei-s 
must the competition to have such things early in 
the market keep in employment ! You will hear it' 
said, very gravely, * Why was not the half guinea, 
thus spent in luxury, given to the poor ? To how 
many might it hare affoixled a good meal ! Alas ! 
has it not gone to the industrious poor, whom it is 
better to support than the idle poor ? You are much 

^ inrer that you are doing good when you pajf money 
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to those who work, as the recompeuce of their la- 
bonr^ than when yon give money merely in charity. 
Soppose the ancient luxury of a dish of peacocks' 
brfdns were to be revived, how many carcases woaid 
be left to the poor at a cheap rat^ ! and as to the 
rout that is made about people who are mined by 
extravagance, it is no matter to the nation that 
some individuals suffer. When so much general 
productive exertion is the consequence of luxury, 
the nation does not care though there are debtors 
iu gaol: nay, they would not care though their 
creditors were there too." 

He, Dr. Goldsmith, and Boswell, dined at gene- 
ral Oglethorpe's. Goldsmith expatiated on the 
common topic, that the race of our people was de- 
generated, and that this was owing to luxury; 
Johnson. " Siryin the first place, I doubt the fact. 
I believe there are as many tall men iu England ^ow 
as ever there were. But, secondly, supposing the 
stature of our people to be diminished, th^ is not 
owing to luxury; for, sir, consider to how very 
small a proportion of our people luxury can reach. 
Our soldiery, surely, are not luxurious, who live on 
sixpence a day ; and the same remark will apply to 
almost all the other classes. Luxury, so far as it 
reaches the poor, will do good to the race of people ; 
It will strengthen and multiply them. Sir, no nation 
wa» ever hurt by luxury ; for, as I said before, it can 
reach but to a very few. I admit that tjae great in- 
crease of commerce and manufactures hurts the 
military spirit of a people ; because it produces a 
competition for something else than martial ho- 
nours^ — a competition for riches. It also hurts the 
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bodies of the people ; for yon will observe, there is 
no man who works at any particular trade, bat yon 

' may Icnow him, from his appearance, to do so. One 
part or the other of his body being more used than 
the rest, he is in some degree deformed : but, sir, 
that Is not luxury. A tailor sits cross-legged ; but 
that is not luxury." Goldsmith. " Come, you're 
just going to the same place by another road* 
Johnson. ** Nay, sir, I say that is not htseuff. Let us 
take a walk from Charing-cross to Whitechapel, 
through, I suppose, the greatest series of shops in 
the world : what is there in any of these shops, (if 
you except gin-shops) that can do any human being 
any harm .^ Goldsmith. ** Well, sir, I'll accept 
your challenge. The very next shop to Northum- 
berland-house is a pickle-shop." Johnson. '' Well, 
sir : do we not know that my maid can, in one af- 
ternoon, make pickles sufficient to serve a whole fo- 
mily for a year ? nay, that five pickle-shops can 
serve all the kingdom ? besides. Sir, there is no 
harm done to any body by the making of pickles, or 
the eating of pickles." 

'' Desirous of calling Johnson forth to talk," says 
Boswell, *' and exercise bis wit, though I should 
myself be the object of it, I resolutely ventured to 
undertake the defence of convivial indulgence in 

> wibe, though he was not to-night in the most ge- 
niid humour. After urging the common plausible 
topics, I at last had recourse to the maxim, ' in vino 
Veritas — a man who is well wanned with wine will 
speak truth.* " Johnson. •* Why, sir, that may 
be antirgument for drinking, if you suppose men in 
general to be liars: but, sir, I would not keep 
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eompany with a fellow, who lies M long as he is 
sober, and. whom yon must make drank before yon 
can get a word of tralh oat of him." 

He allowed indeed, that few people had intdiec* 
taal reaonrces sofflcient to forego the pleasures of 
wine :' they coold not otherwise contrive how to fill 
the interval between dinner and sapper. 

Indeed, notwithstanding his remark on happiness 
above quoted, made at general Oglethorpe's, he 
was far from an advocate for wine. Accordingly, he 
often recommended to Boswell to drink water only : 
** for yon are then sure notlo get drank ; whereas, 
if you drink wine, you are never mte*\ Boswell 
said, drinking wine was a pleasure which he was 
unwilling to give up. Johnson. " Why, sir, there 
is no doubt that not to drinic wine is a great deduc- 
tion from life : but it may be necessary." He how- 
ever owned, that in his opinion, a free use of wine 
did not shorten life ; and said, he would not give 
less for the life of a certain Scotch lord (whom he 
named), celebrated for hard drinking, than fop that 
of a sober man. '< But stay, (added he, with his 
usual intelligence and accuracy of inquiry} does it 
take much wine to make him drunit ?*' Boswell. 
** A great deal either of wine or strong punch." 
Johnson. ** Then that is the worse." Probably he 
reasoned thus : '^ A fortress which soon surrenders 
has its walls less shattered than when a long and 
obsdnate resistance is made.'* 

He said, *^ Every man is to take existence on the 
terms on which it is given to him. To some men it 
is given on condition of not taking liberties, which 
other men may take without much harm. One may 
drink wine and be nothing the worse for it ; on an- 
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Other, wine may have effects so inflammatory, as to 
injure him both in body and mind, and, perhaps, 
make him commit something for which he may de- 
serve to be hanged/' 

Another time, Boswell, finding him still perse- 
vering in his abstinence from wine, ventured to 
speak to him of it. Johnson. " Sir, I h.ave no ob- 
jection to a man's dni)king wine, if be can do it in 
moderation. 1 found myself apt to go to excess in 
it, and therefore, after having been for some time 
without it, on account of illness, I thought it better 
not to return to it. Every man is to judge for him- 
self, according to the effects which he experiences. 
One of the fathers tells us, he found fasting made 
him so peevish, that he did not practise it." . 

Though he often enlarged upon the evil of intoxi- 
cation, he was by no means harsh and unforgiving 
to those who indulged in occasional excess in wine. 
One of his friends came to sup at a tavern with 
him and some other gentlemen, and too plainly dis- 
covered that he had drank too much at dinner. ^ 
When one who loved mischief, thinking to produce 
a severe censure, asked Johnson, a few days after- 
wards, " Well, sir, what did your friend say to you, 
as an apology for being in such a situation }** John- 
son answered, '^ Sir, he said all that a man should 
say : he said he was sorry for it.'* 

He gave a very judicious practical advice upon 
this subject : '' A man who has been drinking wine 
at all freely should never go into a new company. 
"With those who have partaken of wine with him, 
he may be pretty well in unison ; but he will pro- 
bably be offensive, or appear ridiculous, to other 
people." 
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^ On Wednesday, July 6," says SoswcH, *' he was 
engaged to sap with me at my lodgings in Downing- 
street, Westminster: hnt on the preceding night 
my landlord having behaved very rudely to me apd 
some company who were with me, Phad resolved 
not to remain another night in his house. I was 
exceedingly nneasy at the awkward appearance I 
ampposed I should make to Johnson and the other 
gentlemen whom I had invited, not being able to 
receive them at home, and being obliged to order 
snpper at the Mitre. I went to Johnson in the 
morning, and talked of it as of a serious distress. 
He laughed, and ssdd, * Consider, Sir, how insignia 
Hcant' this will appear a twelvemonth hence/ — Were 
this consideration to be applied to most of the little 
veiatiogs incidents of life, by which our quiet is too 
often disturbed, it would prevent many painful sen.> 
cations. I have tried it frequently with good effect. 
* There is nothing,* continued he, * in this mighty 
nsisfbrtane ; nay, we shall be better at the Mitre.* 
t told him, that I had been at sir John Fielding's 
office, complidning of my landlord, and had been in- 
formed, that though I had taken my lodgings for a 
year, I might, upon proof of his bad behaviour, quit 
them when I pleased, without being under an obli- 
gation to pay rent for any longer time than while I 
possessed them. The fertility of Johnson's mind 
could show itself even upon so small a matter as 
this. * Why, sir,' said he, ' I suppose this must be 
' the law, since you have been told so in Bow- street* 
But if your landlord could hold you to your bargain^ 
and the lodgings should be yours for a year, yon 
may certainly use them as you think fit. So, sir, 
you may quarter two Ufe-giiaiidsmen upon him | or 
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ym may send the greatest scoundrel yon can Ikad 
into your apartments ; or you may say, that you wisli 
U> make some experiments in natural phiio£<oph7^ 
Und may burn a large quantity oi assafoetida In )xi4 
kouse/" 

. 3osweIl mentioned the adrice given us by phiJo«t 
gophers, to console ourselves^ when distressed ov. 
embarrassed, by thiuliing of those who are in n 
worse situation, than ourselves. This^.he observed, 
could not apply to all, for there must be some wha 
Iiave Bobody worse than they are. Johnson. *' Whf 
to be sure, sir, there are ; but they don't know it, 
^here is. no being so poor and so contemptible, who 
4oea not think there is somebody still poorer and 
ftiU more contemptible." 

He often enlarged upon the wretchedness of a sen 
life. *' A ship is worse than a gaol. There is in t^ 
gaol better air, better company, better conveniene]t 
of every kind ; and a ship has the additional disad^* 
Fantage of being iu danger. When men come to 
]dke. a sea 11 fe^ they are not fit ^o live on land.'* 
BosWELL. " Then it would be cruel in a father to 
breed his son to the sea.'* Johnson. '* It wonl4 
be cruel in a father who thinks as I do. Men go to 
-^ sea before, they know the unbappiness of that way of 
|ile ^ and when they have come to know it, they cant 
not escape from it, because U is l;hen too late to 
t^faoQse another precession ; as indeed i» generally 
jthe case with men, when they have once engaged 'm- 
any prticular way of life." - 

Talking of war ; Johnson. *' Every man thinki 
meanly of himself, for not having been a soldier^or 
not having been at sea." ^oswELL, *' Lord Maosi 
Sel4 does not;' Johnson. *< Sir^i if lord Man»^l(| 
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werein'a <:om{)any of general ei&cemtnd admirals 
who havje been in serrice, he woald ehrink ; W4 
wM to creep under the table." Boswell. ^^ No^, 
he'd think he could (ry them all." Johnson. ** Yes^ 
if he could catch them : but they'd try him muck 
sooner. No, sir ; i^i-ere Socrates and Charles the 
Twelfth of Sweden both present in any company^ 
^nd Socrates to say, * Follow me and hear a lectHi« 
in philosophy :* and Charles, laying his hand on hi& 
sword, to say, ^ Follow me, and dethrone the 
Czar I* a man would be ashamed to follow Socrate9..> 
3ir, the impression is universal : yet it is strange* As < 
to the sailor^ when you look down from the quar^r«' 
deck to the space below, you see the utmost extre- 
mity of human misery : such crowding, such filth, 
such stench !" Boswell. •* Yet sailors are happy," 
Johnson. *' They are happy^as brutes are happyi 
with a piece of fresh meat, — with the grossest sen* 
suality. But, sir, the profession of soldiers and 
sailors has the dignity of danger. Mankind reve- 
rence those who have got over fear, which is so 
general a Weakness," Scott, " fiat is^not courage 
mechanical, and to be acquired ?" Johnson, *< Why . 
yes, sir, in a collective sense. Soldiers consider 
themselves only as part of a great machine." Scorr* 
'f We find people fond of being sailors." JoH)isoif» 
*' i cannot account for that, any more than I can 
account for other strange perversions of imaginih 
tiou.- 

- <* His abhorrence of the profession of asmlor/says 
Boswe)l, ** was uniformly Solent ; but in conversa* 
Uon he always exalted the profession of a soldier s 
and yet I have, in my large and various collection of 
his writings, a letter to an eminent friend^ in whIcU: 
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he ezpf^sses himself thas : * My god-soil called on me 
lately. He in weary^ and rationally weary^ of a inili tary 
Ufo. If you can place him in some other state, I think 
3100 may increase his happiness, and iiecnre his Tir* 
tse^ A soldier's time is passed in distress^ud dan* 
ger, or in idleness and corruption.' Such was his 
Qdsi reflection in his. study; hut whenever he was' 
warmed and animated hy the presence of company, 
h<^, HlEe other philosophers, whose minds are im- 
pregnated with poetical fancy, caught the coramon 
eethnsiasm for splendid renown." 

Boswell having mentioned lord Charles Hay, 
with whom he knew Dr. Johnson had been ac- 
qsalnted. Johnson. ** I wrote something for Lord 
Charles; and I thought he had nothing to fear 
ffoffl a court-martial. I suffered a great loss when 
he died ; be was a mighty pleasing man in conversa* 
tien, and a reading man. The character of a soldier 
is high. They who stand forth the foremost in dan- 
ger for the community, have the respect of man- 
kind. ' An officer is much more respected than any 
ddier man who has as little money. In a commer- 
dtl country, money will always purchase respect t< 
hot you find, an officer who has, properly speaking,. 
ne money, is everywhere well received, and treated 
with attention. The character of a soldier always' 
stands him in stead." Boswell. ** Yet, sir, I think 
that common soldiers are worse thought of than 
other men in the same rank of life ; such as la* 
' hodrers." Johnson. " Why sir, a common soldier 
is usually a very gross man, and any quality which 
procures respect may be overwhelmed by Crossness. 
A ttan of leaiDing may be so vicious, that you csui- 
MKMSpect him, A coramon^soldiee too generally. 



,d by Google 



eats more than be cao pay for, Bot when a con^ 
men soldier is civil iu bis quarters, his red coat pc^ 
cures bim a degree of respect." The peculiar re> 
fipect paid to the military character in France waa 
mentioned. Boswell. *' I should think, that where 
military men are so aumerons, they would be leaa 
valued, as not being rare." Johnson. " Nay, sir, 
wherever a particular character or profession is high 
in the estimation of a people, those who are of It. 
will be valued above other men. We value an Engr 
iishman high in this country, and yet Englisbmei^ 
are not rare in it." 

The following is one of the many sketches of duu> 
ilKter which was treasured ita his mind, and wbi<^ 
tie was wont to produce quite unexpectedly in a 
very entertaining manner. '* I lately received a 
letter fix>m the £ast> Indies from a gentleman whom 
i formerly knew very well ; he had returned from 
that country with a handsome fortune, as it was 
reckoned, before means were found to acquire tboae 
immense sums wbich have been brought from thence 
of late $ he Wsa a scholar, and an agreeable man, 
and lived very prettily in London, till his wife died. 
'After her death, he took to dissipation and gaming, 
and lost all he had. One evening he lost a thon8an4 
pounds to a gentleman whose name I am sorry I 
bave forgotten. Next morning be sent the gentle* 
inan &ve hundred pounds, with an apology thaX it 
was all he had iu the world. The gentleman sent 
the money back to him^ declaring he would nojt ae* 
cept of it ; and adding, that if Mr. • * • bad oefiaii- 
s\on for five hundred pounds more, he woald lend It 
to bim. He resolved to go out again to the EaA 
/indies^ and make bis fortune anew. He got a «en- 
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^iderable appointment, and I had some Intention of 
•aoeompanying him. Had I thoaght then as I d4^ 
now, I sbonld have gone : bnt at that time I bad 
iibjections to quitting England." 

fiosweli mentioned a nevr gaming-clnb, of which 
Mr. Beauclerk had given him an account, where th« 
members played to a desperate estent. Johnson. 
" Depend npon it, sir, this is mere talk. H^ho H 
mined by gaming ? You will not iind six instances 
in an age. There is a strange root made about deep 
|>lay : whereas you have many more mined by ad- 
venturous trade, and yet we do not -hear such an 
eatery i^inst it." Thralb. " There may be few 
people absolutely ruined by deep play.; but very \ 
many are much hurt in their circumstances by it/' 
Johnson. '* Yes, sir, and so are very many by other 
Jkinds of expense." Boswell adds, '' I had heard 
him talk once before in the same manner $ and at 
Oxford he Baid> ' he wished he had learned to play 
at cards.' The truth, however, is, that he loved to 
display his ingenuity In argument, and therefore 
vould sometimes in conversation maintain opinions, 
which he was sensible were wrong, but in support* 
ittg which, his reasoning and wit would be most 
CDns|ncttous« He would begin thus i * Why, sir, as 
to the good or evil of card- playing — ' * Now/ said 
Garrick, ' he is thinking which side he shall take/ 
He appeared to have a pleasure in contradiction, 
jespeciadly when any opinion whatever was delivered 
with an air of confidence ; so that there was hardly 
any topic, if not one of the great truths of religion 
and morality, that he might not have been indted 
to Itrgue either for or against." 
r. Johnson spoke of St. Kildn, the most remote Oif 
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fbe &ebHi}6s. doswell told him )ie thoQght of bpy^ 
Ing it. Johnson. ** Pray do, sir. We will go aad 
pass a winter amid the blasts there. We shall havie 
tine fish, and we will talie some dried tongues with 
Us, and some books. We will have a strong built 
Vessel, and some Orkney men to navigate her. W^ 
must build a tolerable house : but we may carry with 
Us a. wooden house ready made, and requiring no<^ 
thing but to be put up. Consider, sir, by buying St; 
Kilda, you may keep the people from falling into 
Worse hands. We must give them a clergyman, and 
be shall be one of Beattie*s choosing. He shadl b^ 
educated, at Marischal college. Pll be your lord 
chancellor, or what you please.** Boswell. ** Are 
yon serious, sir, in advising me to buy Str. Rilda ? 
for if you should advise me to go to Japan, I believe 
I should do it." Johnson. " Why, yes, sir, I arfl 
terious." Boswell. " Why, then, 1*11 see w^Ut 
can be done." * . 

Boswell told Dr. Johnson he had been talking of 
him to Mr. Dunning a few days before, and had saad; 
that in his company we did not so much InterchangO ' 
conversation, as listen to him ; and that Dunning 
observed, upon this, ** One is always willing to listen 
to Di;. Johnson j" to which Boswell answered, "That 
IS a great deai from you, sir." — ** Yes, sir,** sai4 
Johnson, " a great deal indeed. Here is a n^an Vf ill* 
i&g to listen, to whom the world is listening all. the 
i-est of the year.** Boswell. ** I think, sir, it U 
right to tell one man of such a handsome, thing 
which has been said of him by another. It .tends 16 
increase benevolence.** Johnson. " Undonbt^y^ 
It is right, sir." 
' -f* I toid him,*' says Boswell, *^ that our ftieira! 
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Ctoldamith had coKiplaiiiedtomey that he faad^omt 
too late into the world, for that Pope and other 
poets had taken up the places in the temple of 
Fame ; so that as hat a few at any period can pos* 
K^s poetical fepntation, a man of genius can now 
hardly acquire it. Johnson. ' That is one of the 
ipost sensible things I have ever heard of Goldsmith* 
(t is diflScult to get literary fame, and it is every day 
growing more difficult.' " 

Boswell described to him an impudent fellow 
from Scotland, who affected to be a savage, and 
railed at all established systems. Johnson. *'Ther« 
is nothing sur'prising in this, sir. He wants to make 
(omself conspicuous. He would tumble in a hogr 
9ty, as long as you looked at him, ^ and called to 
him to come out : but let htm alone, never mind 
him, and he'll soon give it over." Boswell. ** The 
8ame person maintains that there is no distinction 
between virtue and vice.** Johnson. " Why, dr, 
if the fellow does not think as he speaks, he Is 
lying; and I see not what honour he can propose tQ 
himself from having the character of a liar. But If 
he does really think that there is no distinction be-* 
tween virtue and vice, why, sir, when he leaves onl^ 
ho^sc^, let us count our spoons.*' 

Hanng come from the Pantheon, Boswell said 
there was not half-a>guinea*s worth of pleasure ii| 
seeing that place. Johnson. " But, sir, there is 
half«a-gninea's worth of inferiority to other people 
tn not having seen it.'* Boswell. '* I doubt, sifi 
whether there are many happy people here." Johnt 
sow* " Yes, sir, there are many happy people her^i 
There are many people here who are watching hmw 
4redS| and<who thlnlE hundreds are watching tl^en.*' 
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^'liappeniDg f o meet idr Adam Ferguson, Boswelt- 
presented hiqi to Dr.Johnsoo. Sir Adam expressed 
flome apprehension that the Pantheon would encoo*' 
rage luxury. **^ Sir,** said Johnson, " I am a great 
friend to public amusements ; for they keep people 
ftom rice." * - 

When one of his friends endeavoured to m^ntaiii 
that a country gentleman might contrive to pass his 
life rciy agreeaily^ ** Sir," said he, ♦* you cannot 
give me an instance of any man who is permitted ti> 
lay out his own time, contriving not to have tedious 
hour?." This observation, however, is equally ap«>' 
plicable togentlemes who live in cities, and are ol 
no profession. 

Mr. Strahan talked of launching into the great 
ocean of London, in order to have a ehanee f^r' 
^sing into eminence; and observing, that manjr 
men were kept back from trying their fortune* 
therd, because they were bom to a competency,- 
said, ** Small certainties are the bane of men of 
talents ;" which Johnson confirmed. Mr. Straha» ' 
pot Johnson in mind of a remark which he had 
made to him — '^ There are few ways in which » 
man can be more innocenlly employed than in get^ 
ing money." '^ The more one thinks of this/' said 
Strahan, ^ the juster it will appear/* 

He disliked much all speculative desponding con* 
siderations, which tended to discourage-men from 
diligence and exertion. He was in this like Dr* ' 
Shaw, the great traveller, who, according to Mr. 
Didnes Barriogton, used to say, " I hate a' cm* bomk 
man.'* Upon being asked by a friend, what lie 
should think of a man who was apt to ^ay ngn eU 
iafUii^^" That he's ft stupid fellow, sir ;" answered 
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JiDhnsoB;: " whatwonld these tanfi men- be doing 
the while ?" Wbelf Boswell, in a low-spirited t%, 
was talking to him with iDdifference oC.tbe pursuits- 
wbich geueially engage us in a course of action, and 
iQquiring a rea«m for taking so much ti'ouble; 
*^ Sir,"* said he, in an animated tone; '^ H is driving 
Qp the system of life." 

When Boswell visited Lichfield in company with 
Jlobnson, very little business appeared to.be going 
forward there. He found, however, two strange 
manufactures for so inland a place, sail-cloth and 
fltreamers for ships; and observed them making 
S9B)6 saddle-cloths, and dressing sheep-skins : bat 
upon the whole, the. busy band of industry seemed to 
he quite slackened. ** Surely, sir,** said Boswell, 
*< you are an idle set of people." ** Sir," said John- 
m, '' we are a city of philosophers ; we work with 
our heads, and make the boobies of Birmingham 
vcork for us with their hands." 

Upon the question, whether a man who had* 
been guilty of vicious actions would do well to force 
himself into solitude and sadness ? Johnson. '' lHOf 
sir, unless it prevent him from being vicious again. 
With some people, gloomy penitence is only mad- 
ness turned upside down. A man may be gloomy, 
till, in order to be relieved from gloom, he has re- 
covrse agmn to criminal indulgences." 

Johnson called on Boswell with Mrs. William9» 
ia Mr. Straban's coach, and carried him out to dine 
w^th Mr. £lphiostone, at his academy at Kensington* 
A printer having acquired a sufficient fortune to keep 
his coach was a good topic for the credit of litem* 
tore. Mrs. Williams said, ** That another printer^ 
Mr, Hamilton, had not waited so long as Mr* 
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l^traban, btil had kept his coacli seretal yeaft 
sooner." Johnson. " He was in the right ; life li 
short : the sooner that a man begins to ei^oy hi* 
wealth the better." 

** Although upon most occasions," says Boswel^ 
"" I never heard a more strenuous advocate for th^ 
advantages of wealth than Dr. Johnson, he this deq^ 
I know not frofti what caprice, took the other si^ 
* I have not observed/ said lie, * that men of very 
large fortunes enjoy any thing extraordinary that 
makes happiness. What has the duke of Bedfwdt 
What has the duke of Devonshire ? The only gresit 
instance that I have ever known of the enjoymoflft. 
of wealth was that of Jamaica Dawkins, who gdng 
to nsit Palmyra, and hearing that the way was iOh- 
€ested by robbers, hired a troop of Turkish horse !• 
ipiardhlm.*" '^ 

' , Talking of various enjoyments, B<«swell argued^ 
that a refinement of t^te was a disadvantage, as 
they who have attained to it must be seldomelr 
pleased than those who have no nice discrimination, 
and are therefore satisfied with every thing thai 
<comes in their way. Johnson. ** Nay, sir, /that ifr 
It paltry notion : endeavour to be as perfect as yot 
can in every respect." 

He gave the foEowing singular history of an tlt^t^ 
iHons acquaintance. ** He had practised physic ift 
variofns situations with no great emolun^ent. A 
West-Iodia gentleman, whom he delighted by M 
conversation, gave him a bond for a handsome Mi^ 
flttity during his life, on the condition of his accomi- 
-panying him to the West-Indies, and living witik 
mm there for two years* He accovdingiy eml»ifft494 
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^ik the geatleipaii ; but upon the voyage fBl ki 
4ore with o young woman who happened to be one 
iqf tljue passeng^s,. §nd married the wench. Prom 
the Imprudence of his disposition he quarrelled with 
^ gentleman; and declared he would have no con- 
§f!sapn with him ; so he forfeited the annuity. -He 
^ttied as a physician in one of the Leeward islands. 
4^. man was |»eut to him merely to compound his 
H^edipines, Th\» fellow set up as a rival to him in« 
J)U practice of physic, and got so much the better of 
j^ivk in the opinion of the people of the island, that 
he carried away all the business ; upon which he re- 
iorned to England, and soon after died." 

On the subject of wealth, the proper use of it, and 
the effect of that art which is called economy^ he 
(^observed, " It is wonderful to thinlc how men of 
Tery large estates not only spend their yearly in» 
4H>me8y but are often actually in want of money. It 
14 clear they have not value for what they spend. 
•jLord. Shelbume told me> that a man of high rank, 
^hfi looks into his own affairs, may have all that he 
j9Ug;,ht to have, all that can be of any use, or appear 
,«]th any advantage, for five thousand pounds a year : 
Iherefore a great proportion must go in waste; and^ 
indeed, this is the case with most people, whatever 
Skevt fortune is.'* Boswell. '^ I have no doubt, 
4|r> of this ; but how is it ? What is waste ?" 
JOHjfsoN. *^ Wl^y, sir, breaking bottles, and a tfaoa- 
iUnd other things. Waste cannot be accurately told^ 
IJhQugh we are sensible how destructive it is. £co« 
j)00iy on the one hand, by which a certain income is 
n^ to maintain a man genteely, and waste on th^ 
iHtbeTyby whieh^ on the fame income, another p^^ 
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five* shabbily^ cannot b^ defined. It is a very nice 
iblog ; a$ one, man wears his coat ont touch sooner 
Ibau another^ we cannot tell how.** 
. Il« advised Dr. Maxwell, if possible^ to have a 
good orchard. •* He knew," he said, " a clergy- 
man of small income, who brought up a family very 
Teputably> which be chiefly fed with apple dump- 
lings.*' 

He said, '' Get as much force of mind as you can. 
Xdve within your income. Always have something 
saved at the end of the year. Let your imports be 
juose than your exports, and you'll never gp far 
wrong,'* 
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LONDON. 

F London, Johnson observed, ** Sir, if you wish to 
layi? a just notion of the magnitude of the city, yon 
must not be satisfied with seeing \Xa great streets 
and squares, but must survey the innumerable IHtle 
lanes and courts. It is not in the showy evolutions 
pf buildings* but \ii the multiplicity of hnnian ha<p 
Imitations which are crowded together, that the won- 
derful immensity of London consists.'* ^' I have 
often amused myself," adds Bos well, " with think* 
ioii; bow different a place London is to difibrent 
people; They, whose narrow minds are contrai$ted 
Xo the consideration of some one particular pnPSQit^ 
vi^w it only through that medium. A poiiticiao 
thinks of it merely as the seat of government in its 
^ferent departments ; a grazier, as a vast iit«rk^ 
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for cattle ; a ineFcaotile mau, u a place where « 
prodigioos deal of basiness is done upon Chaoge; a 
dramatic enthusiast^ as the grand scene of theatricii 
eoTertainments ; a man of pleasure, as an assem- 
blage of taverns^ and the great emporimn for ladSet 
of «asy virtue : bat the inteliectaal man is stnuk 
with-it, as comprehending the^wbole of human Ufe 
in all its variety, the contemplation «f which is iiw 
•exhanstible." 

Johnson had a little money when he came te Lon- 
don ; and be knew how he could live in the dicap* 
est manner. His first lodgings were at the house «^ 
Mr. Norris, a stay-maker, in Exeter street, adjoin* 
iag Catherine street, in the Strand. *' I dined," 
sidd he, ** very well, for eight-pence, with very good 
company, at the Pine-Apple in New- street, just by* 
Several of them had travelled : they expected to 
meet every day, but did not know one another's 
names. It used to cost the rest a shilling, for they 
drank wine : but I had a cut of meat for six^penoe, 
and bread for a penny, and gave the waiter a penny i 
•0 that I was quite well served, nay, better than the 
rest, for they gave the waiter nothing 

How Johnson employed himself upon his fiifit 
coming to London is not particulariy known. A 
curious anecdote was communicated by himself to 
Mr. John Nichols. Mr. Wilson, the booksetter^ 
on being informed by him that his intention was t6 
get his livelihood as an author, eyed his rotanst 
frame attentively, and, with a significant look, said« 
^ You had better buy a porter's knot." He how- 
ever added, <' Wilson was one of my best friends." 

His Ofeilus, in the Art of living in London, was 
te Irish painter,,whoDL he knew at BtrmlnghaBH 
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ami who bad practised his own precepts of eco- 
nomy for seven! years in the British capitaL He 
aassrcd Johnson, who was then meditatiog to try 
his fortnne in London, bnt was apprehensive of the 
C K pense ^ '* that tlnrty pounds a year was enough to 
eiiaUe a man to live there without being con- 
tciBptihle. He allowed ten pounds for clothes and 
lluent He said a man might live in a garret at 
eighteen-pence a week ; few people would inquire 
where he lodged ; and if they did, it was easy to 
say, ' Sir, I am to be foond at such a place.' By 
spMMlIng three- pence in a coffee-house, he might 
be for some hours every day in very good company ; . 
\m might dine for sixpence, breakfast on bread and 
milk for a penny, and do without supper. On 
ciean^hirt»day he went abroad, and paid visits." 
He more than once talked of his frugal friend, 
whirai he recollected with esteem and kindness, 
aod did not like to have one* smile at the recital. 
** This man,*' said he, gravely, " was a very sen- 
sible man, who perfectly understood common af- 
fairs: a man of a great deal of knowledge of the 
world, fresh from life, not strained through books. 
He borrowed a horse and ten pounds at Birming- 
ham. Finding himself master of so much money, 
he set off for West Chester, in order to get to Ire- 
land. He reenroed the horse, and probably the ten- 
paoDdff too, after he got home." 

Considering Johnson's narrow circumstances in 
the early part of his life, and particularly at the in- 
teeasllng sra of his launching into the ocean of 
Umdon, it is not to be wondered at, that an aotnal 
instance, proved by experience, of the possibility of 
ei#7lng the intettectaal liixBcy of sodai life npoa a 
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V€iy small income, ehoald deeply eng^ Uaifttteif«' 
Hon, and be ever recollected by bim as a circiiai«< 
stance of mncb importance. He afterward amused 
himself occasionally by computing how mach more 
expense was absolutely necessary, to live upon the 
same scale with that which his frfeod described) 
when the value of money was diminished by the 
progress of commerce. How much would be sttffi« 
cienf now others may calculate. 

He related the following minute adecdote of this 
period : '* In the last age, when my mother lived 
in London, there were two sets of people, those 
who gave the wall, and those who toolc it; the 
peaceable and the quarrelsome. When I returned 
to Lichfield, after having been in London, my mo» 
ther asked me, whether I was one of those that 
gave the wall, or those who took it. Now it is 
fixed that every man keeps to the right ; or, if one 
is taking the wall, another yields it ; and it is never 
a dispute." 

Talking of a London life, he said, " Tlie happi«i 
uess of London is not to be conceived but by those 
who have been in it. I will venture to say, (here is 
more learning and science within the circumference 
of ten miles from where we now sit, than in all the 
rest of the kingdom." Boswell. <^ The only dis* ' 
advantage Is the great distance at which people Jive 
from one another." Johnson. *' Yes, sir, but thai , 
ii occasioned by the largeness of it, which is the 
cause of alf the other advantages." Bosweli. 
*' Sometimes I have been in the humour of wishing 
to retire to a desert." Johnson. ** Sir^ you have 
desert enough in Scotland." 

Walking one evening In Greenwich Park, hp; 
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Ifiktd Bo89feU» by way of ti7!Dg fais dispoaltiOD^ *^ Is 
»ot this very Uiie ?" Boswell, haring no ekqulsUe 
Klish of tb€ beauties, of nature, aoti being more d^ 
ligkted with '* the busy hum of men/' answered, 
" Yes, sir; but not equal to Fleet-street/' John- 
ADNv ' * You are right, sir." Johnson and hl9 friend 
appear to have agreed in taste with a baronet very 
fashionable in the brilliant world, sir Michael I^ 
Fleming, who, on his attention being called to the 
■ fragrance of a May eyening in the country, ob» 
aerFed, ^* This may be very well ; but, for my part, 
I prefer the smell of a flambeau at the playhouse J'. 

Johnson was much attached to London : he ob-^ 
served, that a man stored his ndnd better there 
thm any where else $ and that in remote situations 
a man's body might be feasted, but his mind was 
starved, and his faculties apt to degenerate, from 
wani of exercise and competition. No place, he 
said, cured a man's vanity or aiTogance so well as 
jUondon ; for as no man was either great or good 
peri09 but as compared with others not so good or 
great, he was sure to find in the metropolis many 
his equals^ and some his superiors. He observed^ 
that a man in London was in less danger of falling 
' in love indiscreetly than any where else ; for there 
the difficulty of deciding between the conflicting 
prettosions of a vast variety of objects kept him 
safe. He had frequently been ofiered countiy pre** 
ferment, if he would consent to take orders; but 
he conld not leave the Improved society of the ' 
capitis, or consent to exchange the exhilarating 
joys and splendid decorations of public life, for the 
obscurity, insipidity, and uniformity of remote si* 
tuatiops, 
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He was fiot desirood, however, v( a benedce la 
LODdon ; *' for,** He remarked, '^ a London parish 
18 a Tery comfortless thing ; as the clergyman sel,. 
4om knows the face of one oat of ten of his parish* 
ioners," 

Dining at the Mitre, tite-k-tUe with Dr. Max* 
Well, who was preparing to return to Ireland, after ^ 
an absence of many years, he regretted much lea- ** 
ving London, where he had formed many agreeable 
conaenons : " Sir," said he, *? I don't wonder at 
it; no man, fond of letters, leaves London with* 
dot regret. But remember, sir, you have seen and 
enjoyed a great deal; you have seen life in its 
highest decorations, and the world haS nbthing 
Oew to exhibit. No man is so weU qualified to 
leave public life as he who has long tried it and 
known it well. We are always hankering^after un- 
tried situations, and imagining greater felicity from 
them than they can afford. No^ sir, knowledge 
and virtue may be acquired in all countries, and 
your local consequence will make you some aniendt 
Amt the intellectual gratifications you relinqnish.'* 
Then he quoted the following lines with great 
pathos I 

He who has early known the pomps of state,. 
(For things unknown 'tis ignorance to condemn {) 
And after having viewed the gandy bait* 
Can boldly say, " The trifle I oontemn}" 
With such a one contented could I live« 
Contented could I die. 

He then took a very affecting leave of the doctor^ 
said he knew it was a point of duif that called 
him away, and added, « We shall be sovry talose 
you : laudo tofnen*" • *'* 
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it haying been olMer?ed tbat there \rta Uule 
hospitalityHn London : Johnson. " Nay, sir» any 
man who has a name or who has the power of 
pleasing^ wUl be generally invited in London* The 
man Sterne^ I have been toid, has had engagements 
for three .months." Goldsmith. ** And a ,very 
daU fellow." Johnson. " Why, no, sir.** 

He said,, << London is nothing to some people; 
bat to a man whose pleasure is intelteetnal, London 
. is the place. And there is no place where economy 
can be so well practised as in London: more can 
. be had here for the nwney, even by 4adies^ than any 
%where else* Yon cannot play triclss with your foN 
tune in a small place ; you mnst make an nnifonti 
appearance. Here a lady may have well-fumished 
apartments, and elegant dress, without any meat in 
her' kitchen." . 

^< I was amnsed," adds Boswell, <' by consider* 
tog' with how much ease and coolness he could 
write or talk to a friend, exhorting him not to 
inppose that happiness was not to be found as well 
in other places as in London ; when he himself was 
^t ail times sensible of its being, comparatireiy 
«peaking, a heaven upon earth. The truth is,nhat 
}>y those who, from sagacity, attention, and expe- 
rience, have learnt the full advantage of London, its 
pre-eminence over every other place, not only for 
.variety of etyoyment, bat for comfort, will be felt 
with a philosophical exultation. The freedom from 
remark aud petty censure, with which life, may be 
passed there, is a cireumstance which a man who 
Imows the teasing restraint of a narrow circle must 
rdiish highly. Mr. fiurke, whose orderly and ami« 
9ifk domestic habits might make the eye pi obaei^ 
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vition k«s irksome to him tliftn to most men,'fisdd 
ODC^ very pleasantly, iu my hearing, < Though I 
hare the honour to represent Bristol, I shoulil not 
like to live there ; I should he obliged to be so moeh 
upoti my good behaciour* In London^ a man may 
live ui splendid society at one time^ and in fmgid 
retirement ut another, without animadversioa. 
There, and there alone, a man's own bouse is 
truly his caatley in which he can be in perfect safety 
from intrusion whenever he pleases. I never shall 
forget how well this was lezpressed to me ^ one 
day by Mr. Meynell ; < The chief advantage of 
London,' said he, ' is, that a man is always to near 
hU burrow* ** 

To Boswell he said : ^Mt is wonderful, sir, what 
is to be found in London. The most literary ooo* 
versation that I ever enjoyed, was at the table of 
Jack EUis, a money-«crivener behind the Royal 
Exchange, with whom I at one period used to dine 
generally once a week." 

As Boswell and Johnson walked to St. Clemeot*8 
ch«rch, and saw several shops op^ upon the most 
solemn fast-day of the Christian world, BosweU rie» 
marked, that one disadvantage arising ft-om tii^ 
4mmen^ty of Loudon, was, that noBody was heeded 
by bis neighbour ; there was no fear of censare for 
not observing Good-Friday, as it ought to be kept; 
and as it is kept in country-towns. Johnson said^ 
it was, upon the whole, very well observed even ia 
London. He, however, owned that London waa 
too large ; but added, <^ It is nonsense to say the 
head is too big for the body. It would be as mucli 
too big, though the body were ever so large i thi^ 
it to say, thpugh the country were ever lo este»* 
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life, it Ibas no stmUarity to a h^ eonnected with 
a body." 

. Boswell talked- of the cheerfalness of Fleet-ttreet, 
oiriikg to ehe constant quick aoccessioD of. people 
wbich we perceive passing throogh it. Johnsoit, 
*f Why, sir. Fleet-street bas a very animated ap- 
liearance ; but I think the ful^ tide of human exist* 
ence is at Charing^crdss." 

. NaXIV. 

MANNEBS. 

Though of no high extraction himself, Johnson had 
much respect for birth and family , especially among 
ladies. He said^ " Adventitious acoomplishments 
may he professed by all ranks ; but one may earilf 
distinguish the bom genilewaman" 

The same feeling probably much influenced his 
attachment to Mr. Laagtoa imd Mr. Beaflclerky 
two gay young men of good birth. Johnson, at first^ 
ibaaght tt strange that Langton should assodate 
SO' much with one who had the character of beidir 
loose, both in his principles and practice : bat, by 
degrees, he himself was fascinated. Mr. BeaiW 
derk^s being of the Si. Albans family, and haviu^^ 
in tome particulars, a resemblance to Cbaries the^ 
Second, contributed, in Johnson's imas^oation, to 
throw a lustre upon his other qualities ; and, is a 
tbort time, the moral, pioul Johnson; and the gay, 
dissipated Beauclerk, were companions. '< What a 
coalitioa!" said Garrick, when he fatord of this &. 
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S* I diaU have iny old fri«Dd to ball out 'of the 
rouod-house." Bot it was a very agreeable as8o» 
elation. Beanderk was too poltte, and valued 
learning and wit too mach, to offend Johnson \)f 
tallies of infidelity or licenttousness ; and Johnson 
delighted in the good qualities of BeaucTerk, and 
|io|[ied to correct the evil. Innumerable were thet 
scenes in which Johnson was amnsed by these 
young men. Beauclerk could take more liberty 
with him than any body; but, on the otlier hand, 
Beauclerk was not sp'ai^ by his respectable com* 
panlon, when reproof was proper. Beauclerk had 
snch a propensity to satire, that at one time John- 
son said to him, ** You never open your mouth but 
Mth intention to give pain : and you have often' 
given me pain, hot from the power of what you 
said, but from seeing your intention." At anoflier 
time, applying to him, with a slight alteration, a line 
of Pope, he said, 

« Thy love of folly, and tbysoom of foola--*" 

Every thing thou dost shows the one, and every 
thing thou sayest the other.*' At another time, he 
' said to him, << Thy body is all vice, and thy mind 
aiU virtue." Beauclerk not seeming to reiii^ the 
csompliment, Johnson said, ** Nay, sir, Aleitander 
the Great, marching in triumph into Babylon, 
coold not have desired to have had mors said to 
Wm.- 

Johnson was some time with Beauclerk at his' 
house at Windsor, where he was entertainefd with 
experiments in natural philosophy, One Sunday^ 
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when the weather was very Hue, Beautderk enticetl 
him, insensibly, to saunter about ail the moi-ning^ 
They weut into a church- yard, io the time of divine 
service, and Johnson laid himself ^own at his ease 
upon one of the towb-stonee. ** Now, sir/' said' 
Beauclerk, *' you are like Hogcirth's Idle Appren* 
tice."- When Johnson got his pension^ Beauderlp 
said to him, in lh« humorous phrase of Falstaff, 
** I hope you'll now purge and live cleanly, tike- % 
gentleman." 

One night, when Beauclerk and I^ngton ha4 
supped at a tavern in London, and sat till about 
three in the morning, it came into their heads ta 
go and knock up Johnson, and see if they could 
prevail on him to join theur in a ramble. They 
rapped violently at the door of his chambers in tha- 
Temple) till at last he appeared in his shirt, with 
his little black wig on the top of his head, instead 
of a nightcap, and a poker in his hand, imagining,' 
probably, that some ruffians were coming to attack; 
him. When be discovered Who they were, and was 
tpld their errand, he smiled, and with great good; 
^umpur agreed to their proposal : '' What, is it 
you» you dogs i Til have a frisk with you." iie^was 
800C diessed, and thev sallied forth together ittta 
Covent-garden, where the green-grocers and fruit* 
erers were beginning to arrange their hampei-s^ just 
come in from the countiy. Johnson made soine 
attempts to help them'; but the honest gardenen- 
Btared so at his figure and manner, and odd iuter-r. 
fe^eupe, that he soon saw his services were not 
relished* They then repaired to one of the neigh*' 
bouring. taverns, and made a bowl of that liquor 
c$dled fyisho^^ which Johnson had always like^^, 
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while In Joyous contempt of steep, from w^lcfc hi 
had been ronsed, be repeated the festive Hnes, 

Short, Q ghort then be thy reigtt. 
And give* us to the world egain 1 

tltey did not stay long^ but wallced down to thi^ 
Thames, tools a boat, and rowed to Bitlingsgate. 
Beaneleric and Johnson were so well pleased with 
thdr amusement, that they resolved to persevere 
In dissipation for the rest of the day s but Langton 
deserted them, being engaged to breakfast with 
^fiooe young ladies. Johnson scolded him fof 
** leaving his social friends, to go and sit with a set 
df wretched m-idea'd girls.*' Garrick being toW 
Of this ramUe, said to him smartly, '* I heard of 
your frolic t'other night. You'll be in the ChronU 
dc." Upon which Johnson afterwards observed^ 
** Be durst not do such a thing. 'His wife would 
not /f/ him." 

On occasion of hk play of Irene being brought 
upon the stage, Johnson had a £incy, that as a 
dramatic author, his dress should be more gay than 
what he ordinarily wore; he therefore appeared 
hdiind the scenes, and even in one of the side 
boxes, in a scarlet waistcoat, with rich gold lace, 
dnd a gold^laced hat. He humorously observed to 
Mr. Langton, <* that when in that dress he could 
nMK treat people with the same ease as when in his 
usual plidn clothes." 

Sir Joshua Reynolds told a pleasant character* 
ifltical anecdote of Johnsoii about the time of thdv 
first acquaintance. When they were one eyening 
together at the Miss Cotterelis*^ the dndieBB ^ 
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Argyle ao4 another lady of iiigh rank came in. 
Johnson thinking that the MUs Cotte^vlls were too 
much engrossed hy them, and that be tod his friend 
were neglected, as low company of wh«NS they were 
somewhat ashamed, grew angry; and resolving to 
shock their supposed pride, hy making their great 
visitors imagine that his friend and he were low in^ 
deed, he addressed himself in a load tone to Mr* 
Reynolds, saying, '< How much do you think yott 
and I could get in a week, if we were to work at 
hard as we could ?" as if they had been common 
mechanics. 

To a lady who endeavoured to vindicate herself 
from blame for neglecting social attention to worthy 
neighbours, by saying, ** I would go to tliem if 
it would do them any good;" he said, ** What 
good, madam, do you expect to have in your power 
to do them ? It is showing them res'pect, and that 
is doing them good/' 

So socially accommodating was he, that once 
when Mr. Langton and he were drivrug together in 
a coach, and Mr. Langton com planned of being sick, 
he insisted that they should go oat, and sit on the 
back of it in the open air, which they did : and 
being sensible how strange the appearance must be, 
observed, that a countryman whom they saw in a 
field would probably be thinking, *^ If these two 
madmen should come down, what would become 
of me ?" 

Mr. Strahan mentions a little circnmetance of 
attention, which must be allowed to have its foun. 
datiou in a nice and true knowledge of human life. 
" When 1 write to Scotland," said Johnson, " I 
employ Strahan to frank- ray letters, that he may 
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hav^ the consequence of appearing a parliameaN 
man among his countrymen." 

Sir Joshua Reynolds relates a very characfer- 
Istical anecdote of Johnson while at Plymouth. 
Having observed, that in consequence of the Dock- 
yard, a new town had arisen about two miles off as 
a rival to the old ^ and knowing, from his sagacity, 
and just observation of human nature, that it is 
certain, if a man hates at all, he will hate his next 
neighbour ; he concluded that this new and rising 
town could not but excite the envy and jealousy of 
the old, in which conjecture he was very soon con- 
firmed ; he therefore set himself resolutely on the 
side of the old town, the established town, in which 
his lot was dast, considering it as a kind of duty to 
stand by it. He accordingly entered warmly intp 
its interests, and upon every occasion talked of the- 
dockers y as the inhabitants of the new teiwn were 
called, as upstarts and aliens. Plymouth is very 
plentifully supplied with water by a river brought 
into it from a great distance, which is so abundant 
that it runs to waste in the town. The Dock, or 
New Townj being totally destitute of water, peti- 
tioned Plymouth that a small portion of the con*, 
dttit might be permitted to go to them ; and this 
was now under consideration. Johnson, affecting 
to entertain the passions of the place, was violent 
in opposition ; atid- haK-laughing at himself for hts 
pretended zeid, where he had no concern, ex- 
claimed, '' No, no : lam against the dockers; T am 
a Plymouth-man. Rogues !' let them die of thirst; 
They shall not have a drop !** 

Johnson talked of that studied behaviour which 
many have recommended 8q4 practised. He dis«. 
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approved of it, and said, " I never considered wbc- . 
ther I should be a grave man, or a merry man, 
but just let inclination, for the time, have its 
course." 

He had upon the dial-plate of his watch a short 
Greeic inscription, taken from the New Testament, 
Nuf" yap tpx^f^h being the first words of our Savioui's 
solemn aidmouition to the improvement of that time 
which is allowed us to prepare for eternity : '* the 
night cometh when no man can worlc," He some- 
time afterwards laid aside this dial-plate ; and when 
aslced the reason, he said, '* It might do very well 
upon a clock, which a man keeps in his closet— -but 
to have it upon his watch, which he carries about 
with him, and which is often looked at by others, 
might be censured as ostentatious." 

He was so ceremonious, that he refused to g» 
out of a room before Dr. Maxwell, at Mr. Liang- 
tou's house, saying, he hoped he knew his i*ank 
bettev than ta presume to take place of a doctor in 
divinity. Yet, at times, he was grossly rude ; and, 
when exasperated by eontradrction, was apt to 
treat his opponents with too much acrimony ; as, 
" Sir, you don't see your way through that ques^ 
tion ;•' " Sir, you talk the language of ignorance." 

Sir John Hawkins having refused to pay his por- 
tion of the reckoning for supper, because he usually 
ate no supper at home, Johnson obiJerved, ** Sir 
John, sir, is a very unclububle man." 

Though by no means niggardly, his- attention to 
what was generally right was so minute, that 
having observed, at one of the stages, that Boswell 
«stentatioujBly gave a shilling to the coachman, when 
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the GOfltom was for each passenger to give only six- 
pence, he took him aside, and seoMed him, saying, 
that what he had done would make the coa^maa 
dissatisfied with ail the rest of the passengers, who 
gave hia no more than his doe. This was a jast 
reprimand; for in whatever way a man may in* 
dnlge his generoeity or his vanity in spending hia 
money, for the sake of others he ought not to raise 
the price of any article, for which there is a con« 
stant demand. 

Mrs. Thrale was short, plump, and brisk. She 
lias herself given ns a lively view of tbe idea which 
Johnson had of her person, on her appearing before 
him in. a dark-coloared gown : " You little crea- 
tares should never wear those sort of clothes, how- 
ever; they are unsuitable in every way. What! 
have not all insects gay colours ?" 

He said, foppery was never enred; it was the bad 
stamina of the mind, which, like those of the body, 
were never rectified ; once a coxcomb, and always 
a coxcomb. 

A gentleman attacked Garrick for being vain. 
Johnson. *' No wonder, sir« that he is vsun ; a man 
who is perpetually flattered in e\«ry mode that ca^ 
be conceived ! So many bellows have blown the 
fire, that one wonders he is not by this time be- 
come a cinder." Boswell. ** And such bellows 
too : lord Mansfield with his cheeks like to burst -. 
lord Cliathani like an iEolas : I have read such 
notes from them to him, as wereenougli to turn his 
head." Johnson. "True; when he whom every 
body else flatters, flatters me, I then am truly 
happy." Mas. Thrale. <<The sentiment is In 
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Congreve, I thiDk.*' Johnson. " Yes, oiadam^ ia 
The Way of the World : . 

* If there^s delight in love, *tis when I see 

That heart which others bleed for, bleed for me.* ** 

' Boswell wou a .small bet from lady Diana Beau- 
clerk, by asking Johnson as to one of his particn- 
lacities, which her ladyship laid he durst BOt do. 
He had been frequently observed at the dub to pot 
into his pocket the Seville oranges, after he had 
squeezed the juice of th^in into the drink which he 
made for himself. Beauclerk and Garrick talked of 
it to Boswell, and seemed to think that he had 
a strange unwillingness to be discovered. They 
could not divine what he did with them ; and this 
was the bold question to be put. Seeing ou his 
table the spoils of the preceding night, some fresh 
peels nieely scraped and cut into pieces, Boajvefl 
said, ** O, sir, I now partly see what you do with 
the squeezed oranges which you put into your 
pocket at the club." Johnson. ** I have a great 
• love for them." Boswell. " Atid pray, sir, what 
do you do with 4hem ? You scrape them, it secms^ 
very neatly ; and what next ?*' Johnson. ** Let tJiem 
dry, sir." Boswell. ** And what next ?" Johnson. 
** Nay^ sir, you shall know their fate no farther.** 
Boswell. ** Then the world must be left in the dark. 
It must be said (assuniiug a mock solemnity,) he 
scraped them, and let them dry, but what he.d|d 
with them next, he never could be prevailed upon 
to tell." Johnson. " Nay, sir, you should say it 
more emphatically ; — he could not be prevailed up- 
Qn/even by his dearest friends, to tell." 
^obnsoD observed^ that the force of our early 
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habits was so great, that though reason apppored, 
nay, though our senses relished a different course- 
almost every man returned to them. 

Talking of a young gentleman's marriage with an 
eminent singer, and bis determination that she should 
no longer siug in public, though his father was ^ry 
earnest she should, because her talents would be 
liberally rewarded, so as to mak« her a good for- 
tune ; it was questioned whether the young gentle- 
man, who had not a shilling in the world, but ^as 
blessed with very uncommon talents,was not foolishly 
delicate, or foolishly proud, and his father truly ra- 
tional, without being mean. Johnson, with aH the 
high spirit of a Roman senator, exclaimed, " He 
resolved wisely and nobly to be sure : he is a brave 
man. Would not a gentleman be disgraced by ha- 
ving his wife singing j)ublicly for. hire? No, sir, 
there can be no doubt here. I know not if I should 
not prepare myself for a public singer, as readily as 
let my wife be one.*' 

The family likeness of the Garricks was very 
striking ; and Johnson thought that David's vivacity 
was not so peculiar to himself as was supposed. 
" Sir," said he, " I don't know but if Peter had 
cultivated all the arts o? gaiety as much as David 
has done, he might have been as brisk and lively. 
Depend upon it, sir, vivacity is much an art, and 
depends greatly on habit." Boswell adds : *' I be- 
lieve there is a good deal of truth in this, notwith- 
standing a ludicrous story told me by a lady abroad, 
of a heavy German baron, who had lived much with 
the young English at Geneva, and was ambitious to 
be as lively as they ; with which view, be, with as- 
siduous ezertion> was jumping over the tables and 
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bbairs in his lodgings ; and when the people of the 
house ran in, and asked, with surprise, what was 
the matter ? he answered — * Sh* appretu V itr$ . 

Johnson said, " Mrs. Williams was angry, that - 
Thrale's family did not send regularly to her eveiy 
time they heard from me while I was in the Hebri- 
des. Little people are apt to be jealous ; but they 
should not be jealous: for they ought to consider, 
that superior attention will necessarily be paid to 
superior fortune or rank. Two persons may have 
equal merit, and on that account may have equal • 
claim to attention ; but one of them may have also 
fortune and rank, and so may have a double claim." 

Boswell happened to start a question, whether, 
when a man knows that some of his intimate 
friends are invited to the house of another friend, 
with whom they are all equally intimate, he ms^ 
join them without an invitatiopi Johnson. '' No^ 
sir ; he is not to go when he is not invited : they 
may be invited oh purpose to abuse him«"-^(raii. 
ling.) 

At a ^nner party, one of the company not being 
come at the appointed hour, the ma»ter>of the house 
proposed, as usual upon such occasions, to order 
dinner to be served; adding, *' Ought six people to 
be kept, waiting for one ?" ^* Why, yes," answered 
Johnson, with a delicate humanity, *' if the one 
will suffer more by your sitting down, than the six 
will do by waiting." 

He said, '< Lord Chesterfield's Lettera to his Son, 
I think, might be made a very pretty book. Take 
out the immorality, and it should be put into the 
hands of every young gentleman. An elegant mau- 
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Bcr and easineM of befaavioor are acqptred gradtiaOf 
and ijaperceptibly. No man ean sajr, ' ill be gMu 
teel.' There are ten genteel women for one ges- 
teel man, becanse they are more restrained. A man 
without some degree of restraint is insnfferabfe ; 
bot we are all less restrained than women. Were 
a woman, sitting in company, to pnt ont her legs be- 
fpre^her as most men do, we should be tempted to 
kick them in." No man was a more attentive and 
nice obserrer of behaviour In those in whose com- 
pany he happened to be, than Johnson ; or, how- 
ever strange it may seem to many, bad a higher 
, estimation of- its re6nements. Lord Eliot tells us, 
that one day when Johnson and he were at dinner 
in a gentleman'ii house in London, upon lord Ches- 
terfield's Letters being mentioned, Johnson Qur- 
prised the company by this sentence — ** Every man 
of any education wpald rather be called a rascal,' 
than accused of deficiency in the graces" Mr. Gib- 
bon, who was pi^sent, turned to a lady who knew 
Johnson well, and lived much with him, and iu his 
quaint manner, tapping his box,. addressed her thus : 
** Don't you think, madam, (looking towards John- 
son) that among all your acquaintance you could 
fitfd one exception ?" The lady smiled, and seemed 
to acquiesce. 

In a small party, Dr. Johnson, as usual, spoke 
contemptuously of CoUey Gibber. " It is wooderfnl 
that a man, who for forty years had lived with the 
great and the witty, should have acquired so ill the 
talents of conversation ; and he had but half to fqr-< 
nish ; for one half of what he said was oaths.". He, 
however, allowed considerable merit to some of his 
eomedies^ and said there was ao renson to believe 
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tbat the Careless Husband was not written by him^' 
aelf. Davies said, he was the first dramatic writer 
who introdnced genteel ladies upon the stage. 
Johnson refated his observatidn, by instancing se- 
veral snch characters in comedies before his time. 
Davies — (trying to defend himself from a charge 
of ignorance.) *** I mean genteel moral characters." 
HicKY. " I thinl£ gentility and morality are in- 
separable." BoswELL. *' By no means, sir ; tlie 
genteelest characters are often the most immoral. 
Does not lord Chesterfield gire precept»ibr uniting 
wielcedness and the graces ? A man, indeed, is not 
genteel when he gets druuk ; but most vices may be 
committed very genteelly ; a man may debauch his 
friend's wife genteelly $ be may cheat at cards gen- 
teelly." HiCKT. ** I do not think that is genteel." 
BoswfiLL. *' Sic, it may not be like a gentleman, 
but it may be genteel." Johnson. *' You are 
meaning two difieremt things : one means exterior 
S^ace— the other honour. It is certain that a man 
toiay be vei*y immoral with exterior grace. Love^-:^^ 
lace, in Clarissa, is a very genteel and a very mc^'^ 
ed character. Tom Hervey, who died t'other day, 
though a vicious man, was one of the genteelest 
m^n that ever lived." Tom Davies instanced 
Charles the Second. J6hnson — (taking fire at any 
attack upon that prince, for whom heliad an extra- 
ordinary partiality.) '^ Charles the Seeond was li- 
centious in his practice, but he always had a reve- 
rence for what was good. Charles the Second knew 
his people, and rewarded merit. The church was 
at Ao time better filled than ia his reign. He wa» 
the best king wh have had from his time till the 
ceign of lus preeent mB}e$iy, except James the Se- 
g2 



d by Google ^_^_^ 



13# JOHVWmJkHA, 

condy who was a very geod king— >l»it vahippily b*« 
U&rtd that it was neoeasaiy, for the salralkm of bia 
i»abject8, that they should be Romaa CathoUca. 
'He had the merit of endeavoiuing to do what be 
thought w^s for the saivatioa of the souls of his 
subjects, till he lost a great empire, ff^e, who 
thought that we should not be sared if we wece 
Raman Catholics, had the merit of maiotaining omr 
religioQ,^ at the expense of submittiug ourselves to 
the government of king William, for it could not be 
done otherwise ; to the government of one of the 
most yrorthless scoundrels that ever existed. No ; 
Charles the Second was not such a man as — — 
(naming another king) . He did not destroy his £Eb- 
ther's will. He took money, indeed, from France ; 
but he did not betray those over whom he ruled : 
he did not let the French fleet pass ours. George 
the First knew nothing, and desired to know no- 
thkg ; dad nothing, and desired to do nothing ; and 
the only good thing that is told of him is, that he 
wished to restore the crown to its hereditary suc- 
cessor." He roared witli prodigious violence against 
George the Second. When he ceased. Moody in- 
teijected, io an Irish tone, and with a comic look, 
" Ah, poor George the Sedond I" 

Dr. Jt^nson said that ^general Paoli had the 
loftiest port of any man he had ever seen. He de- 
nied that military men were always the best bred 
men, " Perfect good breeding," he observed, 
*i conBists in having no particular mark of any pro- 
fession, but a general elegance of manners :. where* 
as, in a military man, yoa can commonly distipgoisli 
the. brand of ^ soldier, Vhomme d^epie!* 

Boswell started the question, whether duelliog 
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was cOBsisteDt with moral duty. The brave old 
general Oglethorpe fired at this, and said, with a 
lofty air, ** Undoobtedly, a man has a right to de* 
fend his hononr/' Goldsmith, turning to Boswell, 
** 1 ask you first, sir, what would yon do if you 
were affronted ?" Boswell. •* I should think it 
necessary to fight." Goldsmith. " Why, then, 
that solves the question." Johnson. *' No, sir, it 
does not solve the question, that what a man would 
do is therefore right." Boswell said, he wished to 
have it settled, whether duelling was contrary to 
the laws of Cliristiauity. Johnson immediately en- 
tered on the subject, and treated k in a masterly 
manner ; and so far as the narrator could recollect, 
his thoughts were tltese : *' Sir, as men become in 
a high degree refined, various causes pf offence 
arise ; which are considered to be of such import- 
anee, that life must be staked to atone for them, 
tfimigh, in reality, they are not so. A body that 
has received a very fine polish may easily be hurt. 
Bef(>re wen u^rive at this artificial refinement, if one 
tell« his neighbour he lies, his neighbour tefis him 
lie lies; if one gives his neighbour a blow, his 
neighbour gives him a blow: but in a state of 
highly polished society, an affront is held to be a 
serious injury ; it must therefore be resented — or 
rather a duel must be fought upon it ; as then have 
forced to banish from tlieir society one who puts up 
with an affront without fighting a duel. Now, sir, 
it is never unlawful to fight in self-defence. He, 
then, who fights a duel, does not fight from passion 
against his antagonist, but out of self-defence ; to 
aveit the stigma of the world, and to prevent him- 
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lelf from being driven out of society. I could wUh 
there was not that superfluity pf refinement ; but 
while such notions prevail^ no doubt a man may 
lawfuUy tight a duel." 

Let it be remembered, that this justification Ts 
applicable only to the person who receives an affront. 
All mankind must condemn the aggressor. 

The general told the company, that when he was 
a very young man, serving under prince Eugeae of 
Savoy, he was sitting in a company at table with a 
prince of Wirtemberg : the prince took up a glass of 
wine, and, by a fillip, made some of it fly in Ogle- 
thorpe's face. Here was. a nice dilemma; to have ' 
challenged him instantly, might have fixed a quar- 
relsome character upon the young soldier ; to have 
taken no notice of it, might have been considered 
as cowardice. Oglethorpe, therefore, keeping his 
eye upon the prince, and smiling all th^ time, as 
if he took what ^is highness had done in jest, said 
in French, '* My prince, that's a good joke ; bat we 
do. it much better in England ;" and threw a whole 
glass of wine in the prince's face. An old general 
who sat by said, ** Jla Men fait, man prince^ vous 
Vavez commence:** and thus all ended in good hn* 
mour. 

Johnson another day again defended duelling, and 
put his argument upon what may be thought tho 
most solid basis ; that, if public war be allowed to 
be consistent with moraUty, private war must be 
equally so. Indeed we may observe what strained 
* arguments are used to reconcile war with the Chris- 
tian religion. But, it is exceedingly clear, that duel- 
ling, having better reasons for its barbarous violence. 
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ifl more justifiable than war, in which thousands go 
forth, without any cause of personal quarrel, and 
massacre each other. 

When Mr. Vesey was proposed as a member of 
the Literary Club, Mr. Burke began by saying, that 
be was a man of gentle manners. " Sir," said 
Johnson, V you need say no more : when you haY& 
said a man of gentle manners, yon have said 
jenough.*- 

The late Mr. Fitzherbert told Mr. Langton that 
Johnson said to him, '' Sir, a man has no more 
right to sap an uncivil thing, than to 4ict one ; no 
more right to say a mde thing to another, than to 
knock him down." 



No. XV. 

CONVERSATION. 

Qn this subject, Johnson laid down the foilowibg 
£(eueral rules : ** Never speak of a man in his own 
presence ; it is always indelicate, and may be offen- 
sive. Questioning is not the mode of conversation 
among gentlemen : it is Assuming a superiority ; 
and it is particularly wrong to question a man con- 
cerning himself; there may be parts of his former 
life which he may not wish to be made known to 
other persons, or even brought to his own recollec- 
tion. A man should be careful never to tell tales 
of himself to his own disadvantage : people may be 
amused, and laugh at the time, but they will be re- 
membered, and brought up against him upon some 
subsequent occasion." 
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The uacomroon Tivacity of general Ogletliorpe'ai . 
miDd, and variety of knowledge, having sometimes 
made his conversation seem too desultory, Johason 
• observed, ** Oglethorpe, sir, never cwupletes what 
he has to say.** 

He, on the same account, made a similar remaHc 
on Patrick lord Elibank : ** Sir, there is nothing 
eoncluswe in his talk." 

When Boswell complained of having dined at a 
splendid table without hearing one sentence of con- 
vernation worthy of being remembered, he said, 
*' Sir, there seldom is any such conversation.'*^ 
BoswfLL. ** Why then meet at table ?" Johnson^ 
" Why, to eat and drink together, and to promote 
kindness ; and, sir, this is better done when there 
is no solid conversation : for when there is, people 
differ in opinion, and get into bad humour, or some 
of the company, who are not capable of such conver- 
sation, are left out, and feel themselves uneasy. It 
was for this reason sir Robert Walpole said, he al- 
ways talked bawdy at his table, because in that all 
could join." 

Being irritated by hearing a gentleman ask Mr. 
Levet a variety of questions concerning him, when 
he was sitting by, he broke out, *' Sir, you have but 
two topics, yourself and me : I am sick of both."' 
** A man," said he, " should not talk of himself,, 
nor much of any particular person : he should take 
care not to be made a proverb; and, therefore," 
should avoid having any one topic of which people 
can say, * We shall hear him upon it.* There was 
a Dr. Oldfield, who was always talking of the duka 
of Marlborough : he came Into a coffee-house one 
day, and told that his grace had spoken in the housch 
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of lords for half an hour. ' Did he indeed apeak 
for half an hour ?' said Belchier, the surgeon.-^ 

* Yes/—' And what did he say of Dr. Oldficld ?*— 

* Nothing.' — * Why then, sir, be was very ungrate- 
ful; for Dr. CNdfield could not have spoken for a, 
quarter of an hour, without saying something of 
him.' " 

A learned gentleman, who, in the course of con- 
versation, wished to communicate this simple fact^ 
that the counsel upon the circnit of Shrewsbury 
were much bitten by fleas, took seven or eight mi- 
nutes in relating it circumstantially. In the pleni- 
tude of phrase he related that large bales of woollen 
doth were lodged in the town-hall ; that, by reason 
of this, fleast nestled there in prodigious numbers ; 
that the lodgings of the counsel were near the town- 
hall ; and that those little animals moved from place 
to place with wonderful agility. Johnson sat iu 
great impatience till the gentleman had finished his 
tedious narrative, and then burst out (playfully how- 
ever,) ** It is a pity, sir, that yon hare not seen a 
lious; for a flea has taken you such a time, that a 
Uoa must have served yon a twelvemonth." 

fioswell having expressed his regret that Gold- 
smith would,upon every occasion, endeavour to shine, 
by which he often exposed himself. Lanfgton. 
** He is not like Addison, who was content with the 
fame of his writings ; he did not aim also at excel- 
leoce in conversation, for wluch he found himself 
unfit ; and said to a lady, who complained of his 
having taUced little in company, ' Madam, I have 
but ninepence in ready money, but I can draw for a 
thousand pounds.' " Boswell. '* Goldsmith has 
41 great deal jof gold in his cabinet; but not content 
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with this, he i»aIwayS talcing out his purse." John- 
son. ** Yes, sir, and that se often an ei»pty purse!" 

Of the same celebrated author, Johnson said, 
**He is not aa agreeable companion, for be- talks 
always for fame : a man who does so never can be 
pleasing. The man who talks to unburthen bis 
mind is the man to delight you. An eminent friend 
of ours is not so agreeable as the variety of his. 
knowledge would otherwise make him, because he 
talks partly irom ostentation." 

Again ; *^ The misfortune of Goldsmith in con- . 
versation is this — ^he goes on without kuowkig how 
be i's tp get off. His genius is great, but his know- 
ledge is small. As they say of a generous man, it 
is a pity he is not rich, we may say of Goldsmith, it 
is a pity he is not knowing : he would not keep his 
knowledge to himself." 

And on another occasion : '< Goldsmith should 
not be for ever attempting to shine in cpnversation : 
he has not temper for it, he i» so much mortified 
when be fails. Sir, a game of jokes is composed 
partly of skill, partly of chance ; a maa may be beat 
at times by one who has not the tenth part of his 
wit. Now -Goldsmith's putting himself agaihst 
another, is like a man laying a hundred to one who 
cannot spare the hundred : it is^uot^worth a man*s . 
while. A man should not lay a hundred to one, 
unless he can easily spare it, though he lias a hun- 
dred chances for him : he can get but a guinea, and 
he may lose a hundred. Goldsmith is in this state. 
When he contends, if he gets the better, it is a very 
little addition to a man of his literary reputation ; 
If he does not get the better, he is miserably 
vexed.." 
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Johnson's own superlative powers of wit set him 
above any risk of such uneasiness. Garrick had re* 
marked of him, a few days before, " Rabelais and 
all other wits are nothing comfjared with him. You 
may be diverted by them ;. but Johnson gives yon » 
forcible hug, and shakes laughter out of you, whe- 
ther you will or no." 

Goldsmith, however, was often very fortunate in 
his witty contests, even when he entered the lists 
with Johnson himself. Sir Joshua Reynolds was in 
eompany with them one day, when Goldsmith said,, 
that he thought he could write a good fable, men* 
tioned the simplicity which that kind of compositiom 
requires, and observed, that in most fables the ani- 
iBsds introduced seldom talk in character. '< For 
Instance,'' said he, '< the fable of the little fishes^ 
who saw birds fly over their heads, and envying 
them,'petitioned Jupiter to be changed into Inrds.. 
The skill,**^ continued he, ^' consists in making them 
talk like little fishes." While he indulged himself 
in this fanciful reverie, he obsen'ed Johnson sha* 
king hi€ sides, and laughing : upon which he snuirtly 
proceeded<^'* Why, Dr. Johnson, this is not so easy 
te you seem io chink ; for if you were to make little 
fishes talk, they would talk Uke whales,'* 

The English Roscius having been mentioned^ 
Johnson said of him, '< Garrick's conversation is 
gay and grotesque ; it is a dish of all sorts, but all 
good things : there is no solid meat in it ; there Ifr 
a want of sentiment in it : not but that he has sen^ 
timent sometimes, and sentiment too very power*- 
fttl and very pleasing ; but it has not its full propor- 
tion in his conversation." 

He used frequently to observe, that men might 
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be yery eminent in a profession^ wUbont onr per- 
ceiving any particular power of mind in them in 
conversation. ** 4€ seems strange," said he, <' that 
a man shonld see so far4o the right, who sees so 
short a way to the left. Burke is the only man 
whose common conversation corresponds with the 
general fame which he has in the world : take np 
whatever topic yon please, he is ready to meet 
you." 
'Of narratives in conversation, he said, "The 
value of every story depends on its being true. A 
story is a picture either of an individual, >or of hu- 
man nature in general ; if it be false, it is a picture 
of nothing : for instance — suppose a man should 
tell that Johnson>, before setting out for Italy, as he 
had to cross the Alps, sat down to make himself 
wings : this many people would beUeve ; but it 
would be a picture of nothing. •••**•», 
(naming a worthy friend of ours), used to think a 
story, a story, till I showed him that truth was es- 
sential to it." Boswell. '*' Foote entertains us 
with stories which arc not true ; but, indeed, it is 
properly not as narratives that Foote's stones please 
us, but as collections of ludicrous images." John- 
son. " Foote is quite impartial, for he tells lies of 
every body." 

•Discussing the question, whether drinking im- 
proved conversation and benevolence, sir Joshua 
Reynolds maintained it did. Johnson. '' No, sir ; 
before dinner, men meet with great inequality of 
understanding; aad those who are conscious of 
their rnferiority,^ have the modesty not to talk: 
when they have drunk wine, every man feels himr 
self happy, and loses that <uodesty, and ^rotws.im- 
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pndent and vociferous ; but he is not improved ; he 
is only not sensible^ his defects." Sir Josh OA. 
" Yon «re talking of the eflFects of excess in wine ; 
bnt a moderate glass enli\*ens the miud, by giving a 
> proper cireulatton to the blood. I am in very good 
spirits when I get up in the morning; by dinner 
time I am exhausted ; wine puts me in the same 
state as when I got up : and I am sure that mode- 
rate drinking makes people talk better." Johnson. 
** No, sir; wine gives not light, gay, ideal, hilaiity^ 
but ^tamultttous, neisy, clamorous merriment. I 
have heard none of those drunken-muay, drunken is 
a coarse word — none of those vinous Hights." Sir 
Joshua. *' Because you have sat by, quite sober, 
and felt an envy of the happiness of those who were 
drinking." Johnson. " Perhaps contempt. And, 
sir, it is liot necessary to be drunk one's self, to re- 
lish the wit of drunkenness. Do we not judge of 
the drunken wit of the dialogue between lago and 
Cassio (the most excellent in its kind), when we are 
quite sober ? Wit is wit, by whatever means it is 
produced ; and, if good, will appear so at all times. 
I admit that the spirits are raised by drinking, as by 
the common participation of any pleasure : cock- 
fighting, or bear-baiting will raise the spirits of a 
company, as drinking does, though surely they will 
not improve conversation. I also admit, that there 
are some sluggish men who are improved by drink- 
ingy as there are fruits which are not good till they 
are rotten t there are such men, but they are med- 
lars. I indeed allow that there have been a very 
few men of talents who were improved by drinking, 
but I maintain that I am right as to the effects of 
drinking in general :^nd let it be considered, tiMt 
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there is no poaUton, however falfie iit its iiniv«r« 
sality. which is not true of some particniar man.*' 
Sir William Fqrbes. *' May not a man warmed 
with wine be like a bottle of beer, which is made 
brisker by being set before the ftre !*' Johnson— 
(laughing.) ** Nay, I cannot answer that : that is 
too much for me." Boswell. " Wine does some 
people harm, by inflaming, confnsiug, and irritating 
their minds ; bat the experience of mankind has 
decls^red in favour of moderate drinking.^ John- 
son. " Sir, I do not say it is wrong to produce 
self-complacency by drinking ; I only deny that 
it improves the mind. , When I drank wine, I 
scorned to drink it when iti company. I have drunk 
mauy a bottle by myself; in the first place, because 
I had need of it to raise my spirits ; in the second 
place, because I would have nobody to witness its 
efliects upon me." 

Shiels, who in part compiled Gibber's Lives of 
the Poets, was one day sitting with Johnson : the 
doctor took down Thomson, and read aloud a largge 
portion of him, and then asked, ** Is not this fine ?" 
Shiels having expressed the highest admiration, 
•* Well, sirj" said Johnson, " I have omitted every 
other line." 

A very cdebrated lady, Mevi just come to London 
from an obscure situation in the country, met Dr. 
Johnson at sir Joshua Reynolds's one evening. She 
very soon beg^n to pay her conrt to him in the most 
fulsome strain. ^* Spare me, I beseech you, dear 
madam,*' was his reply. She stilt laid it on, " Pray, 
madaoi, let us have no more of this," he rejoined, 
fiot paying any attention to these warniugft^ she 
coBtinited still her eulogy. At length^ provoked bjf 
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this indelicate antl vain obtrusion of compIimeDt, 
be exclaimed, ** Dearest lady, consider with your- 
self what your flattery is worthy before you bestow 
it so freely." 

Boswell rekbCing that he bad travelled all the pre- 
ceding nighty gone to bed at Letlc, in Staffordshire; 
and, when he rose to go to church in the afternoon^ 
he was inforiDed there had been an earthquake, of 
which, it seem?, the shock had been felt in some 
degree at Ashbourne — Johnson, who w^ just ar- 
rivedy saki, ** Sir, it will be much exaggerated in 
iNiblic talk: for, in the first place, the common 
people do not accurately adapt their thoughts to the 
objects; nor, secondly, do they accurately adapt 
their words to their thoughts : they do not meatt 
to lie ; but, taking no pains to be exact, they give 
you very false accounts. A great part of their lan- 
guage is proverbial : if any thing rocks at all, they 
say U rocks like a cradle; and iu this way they go 
on." 

Dr. Johnson being ill, Boswell breakfasted with 
him, and he seemed much reliered, having taken 
opium the night before. He howcwr protesled 
against it, as a remccfy that should be given with 
the utmost reluctance, and only in extreme necesr 
sity. Boswell mentioned how commonly it was 
used in Turkey, and that therefore it could not be 
so {Pernicious as he apprehended. He grew warm, 
and said, " Turks take opium, and Christians take 
opium ; but Rnssel, in his account of Aleppo, tells 
us, that It is as disgraceful in Turkey to take too 
much opium, a« it is with us to get drunk. Sir, it 
IS amazing how throgs are exaggerated. A gentle- 
man waa lately teUiug in aconipany where I was pre^ 
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sent, that ia France, as soon as a man of fasbion 
marries, he takes an opera girl into keeping ;''and 
^18 he mentioned as a general cnstom. ' Pray, sir/ 
said I, ' how many opera girls may there be ?* He 
answered, * Abont fonrscore.' * Well then, sir,* 
said I, * yon see there can be no more than fourscore 
men of fashion who can do this.' " 

Another proof of the importance of simple calcu- 
lation in reducing things to their true lerel, occurred 
in the following conversation. Johnson. " Were 
I a country gentleman, I should not be very hospi- 
table; I should not have crowds in my house." 
BoswELL. " Sir Alexander Dick tells me, that he ' 
remembers having a thousand people in a year to 
dine at his house ; that is, reckoning each person 
as one each time that he dined there." Johnson. 
«* That, sir, is about three a-day." Boswell. 
*' How your statement lessens the idea !" John* 
SON. " That, sir, is the good of counting : it brings 
every thing to a certainty, which before floated in 
the mind indefinitely."^ Boswell. " But omne 
ignotum pro magnijko est : one is sorry to have this 
diminished." Johnson. *' Sir, you should not al- 
low yourself to be delighted witberror." Boswell.. 
" Three a day seem but few." Johnson. ** Nay, 
sir, he who entertains three a day, does very libe- 
rally : and if there is a large fomily, the poor 
entertain those three, for they eat what the poor 
would get: there must be superfluous meat; it 
must be given to the poor, or thrown out." 

The subject of quotation being introduced, Mr. 
WUkes censured it as pedantry. Johnson. " No, 
sir, it is a good thing ; the^ is a community of 
miod inr it : classical q^aotation is the parole of lite*- 
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rary. men all over the world." Wilkes. '* Upon the 
continent they all quote the vulgate Bible : Shak- 
speare is chiefly quoted here; and we quote also 
Pope, Prior, Butler, Waller, and sometimes Cow- 
ley.*' 

Having Spent an evening at Mr. Langton's with 
the reverend Dr. Parr, he was much pleased vnth 
the Gonrersatiou of that learned gentleman ; and, 
after he was gone, said to Mr. Langton, *' Sir, I 
am obliged to you for having asked me this evening. 
Purr is a fair man. I do no^ know when I have had 
an occasion of such free controversy. It is remark* 
able how much of a man's life may pass without 
meeting with any instance of this kind of open dis- 
cussion." 

Another time he said to Bos well, ^' If you come 
to settle here, we will have one day in the week on 
which we \yill meet by ourselves. That is the hap- 
piest conversation where there is no competition, 
no vanity, but a calm quiet interchange of senti- ^ 
ments." 

Dr. Adams relating, that in seme of the colleges 
at Oxford, the fellow» had excluded the students 
from social intercourse' with them in the common 
room. Johnson.^ " They are in the right, sir : 
there can be no real conversation, no fair exertion 
6f mind amongst them, if the young meti are by ; 
^ for a man who has a character does not choose to 
stake it in their presence." Boswell. " But, sir, 
may there not be very good conversation without a 
contest for superiority?" Johnson. "No ani- 
mated conversation, sir ; for it cannot be but one or 
ather will come off superior : I do not mean tha^ 
the victor must hare the better of the argnment^ fai 
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1m may take the w^k side ; bm hu superionty oC 
parts and knowledge will necessarily appear ; and 
ke to whom he thus shows himself superior is less- 
ened in the eyes of the young men. You know it 
was said, •* Mallem cum ScaHgero errare quam cmn^ 
Clavio reete saptre? ^In the same B»anner take 
Bentley'8 and Jason de Nores' Comments upoo- 
Horace; you will admire Bentley more when wrong 
than JasoD when right.'* 

And once, when Johnson was ill» and nnabie to 
escert himself as much as usual without fatigue, Mr, 
Burke havhig been mentioned, he said, <' That feU 
loW calls forth all ray powers. Were I to see Burke 
now it would kill me." So much was he aecustcmi* 
ed to consider conversation as a contest ; and such 
was his notion of Burke as an opponent. 

The following incident is a proof of this : — One 
evening, previous to the trial of Baretti, a consulta- 
tion of his friends was held at the bouse of Mr* 
Cox, the solicitor, in Southampton buildings, Chan- 
cei-y lane : among others present were Mr. Burka 
and Dr. Johnson, who differed in sentiments con- 
cerning tlie tendency of some part of the defence 
the prisoner was to make. When the meeting was 
over, Mr. Steevens obser^'ed, that the qaestion be- 
tween him and his friend had been agitated with 
rather too much wdrmth. *^ It may be so, sir," 
replied the doctor, " for Burke and I should have 
Wen of one opinion, if we had had no audieice."* 

That the doctor's leading ok^ect in coBversaiiou 

« Ho# painful to reflect, that so gteat a bwd 6oald be 
tfwayed by the desire of vict»ry «rhen the life af m frtend ' 
wat staked on the ^oiftt iu disputel^^rf. 
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was Tictory, not troth, will farther appear in the 
fcdlowiog specimens of It. • 

Travelling in- a stage coach, a gentleman talked 
Tik^ntly agi^nst the Roman-cathoflics, and the hor- 
rors of the Inqnisition. To the utter astonishment 
of all the passengers hot Boswell, who knew that 
lie conld talk upon any side of a question, he de- 
fended the Inqnisition, and maintained, that ** false 
. doctrine should be checked on its first appearance ; 
that the civil power should unite with the church 
in punishing those who dare attack the established 
vdigion, and that such only were punished by the 
Inquisition." 

Another passenger was a Dutchman, who spoktf 
lEn^&»h tolerably well ; and thinking to recommend 
fcimself to thfm by expatiating on the superiority of, 
the criminal jurisprudence of this country over that 
of HolliaDd,1ie inveighed against the barbarity of 
fntting- an accused person to the torture, in order 
to force a confession. But Johnson was as ready 
for this, as for the Inquisition. " Why, sir, you 
do not, I find, understand the law of your ovm 
Country. To torture, in Holland, is considered as a 
&T0ur to an accused person ; for no man is put to 
the torture there, unless there is as ranch evidence 
against him as would amount to conviction in Eng* 
land. An accused person amon^ you, therefore, 
lias one chance more to escape punishment than 
those who are tried among us." 

TUking of trade, Mr. Ferguson, the self-taught 

' philosopher,' told him of a new-invented machine 

which went without horses : a man who sat in it 

tnmed a handle, which worked a spring that drov^ 

h forwar4« ** Tfaei^, sir^" said Johnson, ** what is 
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guned is, the man has his choice whether he will 
move himself alone, or himself aud the machine 
too." DomiDicetti being mentioned, he would 
not allow bim any merit. ** There i^ nothing inr 
all this boasted system. No, sir : medicated baths 
can be no better than warm water; thdr only 
effect can be that of tepid moisture." One of the 
company toolc the other side, maintaining that me- 
dicines of various sorts, and some too of most pow* 
erful effect, are introduced into the human frame 
by the medium of the pores ; and therefore^ when 
warm water is impregnated with salutiferous sub^ 
stances, it may produce great effects as a bath.. 
Johnson did not answer it ; but tallying for Victory, 
and determined to be master of the field, he had 
recourse to the device which < Goldsmith imputed 
to him iu the witty words of one of Cibber's come- 
dies: ** There is no arguing with Johnson; fat^ 
when his pistol misses fire, he knocks you dowi\ 
with the butt end of it." He turned to the gentle^ 
man, " Well, sir, go to Dominicetti, and get thy« 
self fumigated ; but be sure that the steam be di« 
rected to tby head, for lAa/ is the peccant part.** 
This produced a triumphant roar of laughter from 
the motley assembly of philosophers, printers^ and 
dependents, male and female. 

The following is pharacteristic of the furioua 
disputant. When Boswell called upon Dr. Johnsoa 
one morning, he found him highly satisfied witk 
his colloquial prowess the preceding evening. 
•* Well," said be, " we had go<Ki talk." Bosw£i.L4 
^ Yes, sir ; you tossed and gored several persons.** 

Talking of a very respectable author, he told ft 
coriottsxircumstance iu his life^ which was^that ha 
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had married a printei's devil. Reynolds. '* A 
printei's devil, sir I Why, I thought a printer's 
devil was a creature with a black face and in rags." 
Johnson. '* Yes, sir; but I suppose he had her 
face washed, and put clean clothes on her. (Then 
lookiDg very serious, and very earnest,) ** And 
she did not disgrace him ; the woman had a bot» 
torn of good sense." The word boitom thus iotro^ 
ikioed, wa§ so ludicrous when contrasted with his 
gnvrity, that most of the company could not forbear 
dttering and laughing ; though the bishop of Kil- 
laloe kept his countenance with perfect steadiness, 
' while Miss Hannah More slyly hid her face behind 
a lady's 4>ack who sat on the same settee with her. 
His pride could not bear that any expression of his 
should excite ridicule, when he did not intend it ; 
he therefore resolved to assume and exercise de- 
spotic power, glanced sternly around, and called 
out, in a strong tone, " Where's the merriment ? ". 
Then c<^ecting himself, and looking awful, to 
make his auditors feel how he could impose re- 
straint I and as it were searching his mind for a 
stUi more ludicrous word, he slowly pronounoed, 
** I say the woman vt2iSfundamettiaUp^ sensible :" as' 
if he had said, hear this now, and laugh if you 
dare. They all sat composed as at a funeral. 

iTet he was capable of arguing justly, and, of 
seeing things in their proper light. He observed 
of BlacklockHi poetry, so far as it was descriptii^ 
of visible objects, that, ** as its author had the mis- 
fortune to be blind, we may be absolutely siirei 
that such passages are combinations of what he has 
remembered of the works of <)ther writers who 
oonld see. That foolish feliow Spence, has la^ 
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boirred to explain, philosophically how Blacklock 
may haiEe done, by means of his own faculties. 
What it is impossible he shoald do. The sointioo; 
as I hare given it, is plain. Suppose, I know a 
man to bo^o lame that he is absolutely incapable to 
move himself^ and I fincThim in a 4iffermjt room 
from that in which I left him ; shall I puzzle my* 
self with idle conjectures, that, pierhaps, his ueprea 
hav^, by some unknown change, all at once becon* 
effective ? No, sir, it is clear how he got into a 
different room : he was carried,** 

When Bosweli was going to Utrecht, Johnaon 
accompanied him to Harwich ; where the former 
happened to say, it would be terrible^ if he should 
not find a speedy opportunity of returning to Lou* 
don, and be confined in so dull a place. Jo&KsON. 
'* Don't, sir, accustom yourself to use big words for 
little matters. It would not be terrible though I 
were to be detained some time here." 

What passed at the doctor's interview with the 
king, will be found in its proper place in Part U 
of this work, under the bead LirsiutTURB. At sir 
Joshua Reynolds's, where a circle of Johoson's 
friends was collected round him to hear his account 
of this memorable conversation^ Dr. Joseph War* 
ton, in his frank and lively manner, was very active 
in pressing him to mention the particuilars. ** Come 
QOWy sir^ this is an interesting matter; do favour 
us with it." Johnson, with great gckxl humour^ 
complied. 

He told them, " I found his majesty wished I 
should talk, and I made it my business to talk, f 
find it does a man good to be talked to by bis sovfo 
reign. In the first place, a man cannot be ift a .pa»> 
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sion." Here some question ipterropted him, 
Which is to be regretted, as he certainly would 
have pointed' out and illustrated niany circum- 
stances of advantage, from being in a situation, 
where the powers of the mind are at once excited 
to vigorous exertion, and tempered by reverential 
awe. 

During all the time in whtdi Dr. Johnson was 
employed in relating to the circle at sir Joshua 
Reynolds's the particulars of what passed between 
the king and him, Dr. Gk>ld6mith remained un- * 
moved upon a sofa at some distance, affecting not to 
join in the least in the eager curiosity of the com*- 
pany. He assigned as a reason for his gloom and 
seeming inattention, that he appreh(*nded Johnson 
had relinquished his purpose of furnishing hipn 
with a prologue tj» his play, with the hopes of 
which he had been flattered ; but it was strongly 
suspected that he was fretting with chagrin 'and 
envy at the singular honour Dr. Johnson had lately 
enjoyed. At length, the franl^ness and simplicity 
of his natural character prevailed. He sprung from 
the sofa, advanced to Johnson, and in a kind of 
flutter, from imagining himself' in the situation 
which he had just been hearing described, ex^ 
claimed, " Well, you acquitted yourself in this con^ 
versation better than I «lM>uld have done ; for I 
should have bowed and stammered through the 
whole of it." 



d by Google 



150 JOHNSONIANAk^ 

No.XVL 

CHARACTERS. 

BoswELL was first introduced Co the acqnsdatance 
of Dr«^ Johnson at the Jionse of T. Davies, formerly 
an actor, bnt then a bookseller, in Russel-streety 
Covent-garden. In the course of the conversation, 
Johnson said, addressing himself to Davies, ** What 
do yon think of Garrick ? He has refused me aa 
ord^ for the play for Miss Williams, because he 
knows the house will be full, and that an order 
would be worth three shillings." Eager to take 
any opening to get into conversation with him^ Ee 
ventured to say, *' O, sir, I cannot think Mr. 
Garrick would grudge such a trifle to you." '' Sir," 
said he, with a stern look, " I have known David 
Garrick longer than you have done : and I know no 
right you have to talk to me on the subject." Bo8-» 
well subjoins in a notex " That this was a mo* 
mentary sally against Garrick there can be no 
doubt ! for, at Johnson's desire, he had, some yeara 
before, given a benefit-night at his theatre to this 
very person, by which she had got two hundred 
pounds. Johnson, indeed, upon all other occasions, 
vvhen I was in his company,' praised the very liberal 
charity of Garrick. I once mentioned to him, * It 
is observed, sir, that you attack Garrick yourself, 
bnt will suffer nobody else to do it.' Johnson, 
smiling. * Why, sir, that is true.* " 
Another time, talking of Garrick, he sud: '* He 
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M' the first man \n the world for sprightly con- 
▼ersdtion/* 

Of the master of the ceremonies at Bath he once 
said : *' Derrick may do very well as long as he can 
OQtmn his character ; bat the moment his charac- 
ter gets np with him, it is all over.*' 

It is, however, but just to record, that some yeai^ 
afterwards, when Boswdi reminded him of this 
sarcasm, he said, " Well, bnt Derrick has now got 
la character that he need not tun away from." 

Of Goldsmith he observed : *' Dr. Goldsmith is 
one of the first men we now have as an author, 
and he is a ^ery worthy man too. He has been 
loose in his principles, but he is coming' right." 

Again: ** Sir, he is so much afraid of being 
unnoticed, that he often talks merely lest you 
Should forget that he is in the company." Bos- 
well. " Yes, he stands forward." Johnson. 
" True, sir; but if a man is to stand forward, he 
ishould wish to do it .not in an awkward posture, 
not in rags, not 'so as that he shall only be exposed 
to ridicule." Boswell. " For my part I like very 
well to hear honest Goldsmith talk away carelessly." 
Johnson. " Why, yes, sir; but he should not like 
to hear himself." 

And another time : " Goldsmith referred every 
thing to vanity ; his virtues and his vices too were 
Trom that motive. He was not a social man. He 
never exchanged mind with you." 

Dr. John Campbell, the celebrated political and 
biographical writer, being mentioned, Johnson 
said, " Campbell is a man of much knowledge, and 
bi& a good share of imagination. His Hermippus 
BedivivBS' is very entertaining, as an account of 



d by Google 



152 - JOHN80NIANA. 

the Hermetic philosophy, and u fttrnishio^ a cu- 
rious history of the extravagances of the human 
mind. If it were merely imaginary^ it would be 
nothing at ill. Campbell is not always rigidly care* 
fal of truth in his couFersation $ but I do not be- 
liere there is any thing of this .carelessnt^ss in bit 
books, Campbell is a good man, a pious man* I 
am afraid he has not been in the inside of a church 
for many years ; but he never passes a church with- 
out pulling off his hat. This shows that he has 
good principles. I used to gp pretty often to 
Campbell's on a Sunday evening, till I began to 
consider, that the shoals of Scotchmen who flocked 
about him might probably say, when any thing of 
mine was well done^ ' Ay, ay^ he has learnt this of 
CawmeU?*' " 

Boswell expressed a desire to be ac<iuainted with 
a lady who had been much ulked of, and uni^r- 
sally celebrated for extraordinary address* and insi* 
nuaiiou. Johnson. " Never believe extraordinary 
characters which you hear of people : depend upon 
it, sir, they are exaggerated. You do not see one 
man shoot a great deal higher than another.*' Bos* 
well mentioned Mr. Burke. Johnson." Yes ; Burke 
U an extraordinary man. His stream of mind is 
perpetual." Johnson's high estimation of the ta- 
lents of this gentleman was uniform from their 
early acquaintance. Sir Joshua Reynolds said, that 
when Mr. Burke was first elected a member of par- 
liament, and sir John Hawkins expressed a wonder 
at his attaining a seat, Johnson replied, *' Now we, 

• Wsrton tells, that Johnson said >of him : " He is the 
richest author that ever grased the Gommoa of literat\»rb." 
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who know Mr. Borke, know, that he will be one of 
the first men in the country." 

Of Dr. Taylor of Ashbourne, Johnson said, " Tay* 
k)r is a very sensible acute man, and ha3 a strong 
obind : he has great activity in some respects ; and 
yet such a sort of indolence, that, if yon should put 
a pebble upon his chimney-piece, you would find it 
there, in the same state, a year afterwards." 

Tjdking of an acquaintance, distinguished for 
knowing an uncommon variety of miscellaneous 
articles both in antiquities and polite literature, he 
observed, ** You know, sir, he runs about with 
little weight upon his mind." And talking of an- 
other very ingenious gentleman, who, from the 
warmth of his temper, was at variance with many 
of his acquaintance, and wished to avoid him; 
he said, ** Sir, he leads the life of an dutlaw." 

Dr. Robertson expatiated on the character of a 
certain nobleman ; that he was one of the strongest- ' 
minded men that ever lived ; that he would sit in 
company quite sluggish, while there was nothing to 
caUv forth his intellectual vigour; but the moment 
that any im^rtant subject was started, for instance, 
liow this country is to be defended against a French 
invasion, he would rouse himself, and show his 
eartraordinary talents with the most powerful abi- 
lity and ammation. Johnson. ** Yet this man cut 
his own throat. The true strong and sound mind 
is the mind that can embrace equally great things 
and sniall. Now I am told the king of Prussia will 
say to a servant, * Bring me a bottle of such a 
vflne, which came in such a year ; it lies in such a 
corner of the ceUars.' I would have a man great 
in great things, and elegant in little things." He 
h2 
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«aid to BofiweU afterwardiy when ihej were hf 
themselves, ** Robertson was 10 a mrghty romantic 
humour; he talked of one whom he did not know ; 
but I dwmed him with the king of Prossla." Bo»» 
WELL. <* Yes, air, yon threw a bottle at his head." 
' Au ingenious gentleoMin was mentioned, concerti* 
ing whom both Robertson and Ramsay agreed that 
he had a constant firmness of mind; for after » 
Uxorious day, and amidst a multiplieity of cares 
and anxieties, be would sit down with his sisters, 
and be quite cheerful and ^ood-bumonred. Such 
a disposition, it was observed, was a happy gift of 
nature. Johnson. *' I do not think so ; a man has 
jfrom nature a certain portion of mind ; the use he 
makes of it depends upon his own free will. That 
^ man has always the same firmness of mind, I do 
not say; because every man feels his mind l&m 
ftna at one time than another; but I think a man's 
being in a good or bad humour depends upon hia 
will." " I, however," Boswell adds, « could sot 
help thinking, that a man's humour is often luicoo* 
trollaWe by his will." 

He thus characterised the duke of Devonshire, 
grandfather of the present representative of that 
very respectable family : ** He was not a. man cf 
superior abiUtie8> but he waa a man strictly faithfbl 
to his word. If, for inatance,. he had promised 
you an acorn, and none had grown that year in hia 
woods, he would not have contented himself with 
.that excuse : he would have sent to Denmark for it t 
so unconditional was he in keeping h> word; so 
'high. as to the point of honour." This waa a 
liberal testimony from the Tory Johnson to the virw 
tne of a great Whig noUemaii* 
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Johnson gave» in his happy discrtminatlre maiw 
ner, a portrait of the l^^e Mr. Fitzherfoert of Derby«- 
ahire. ** There was no sparkle, no brilliancy in 
Fitzherbert; bat I u&rcr knew a man who was so 
generally acceptable. He made every body qnile 
easy, overpowered nobody by the superiority o£ his 
talents, made no man think worse of himself by 
being his rival, seemed always to listen, did noc 
4>blige yon to hear much from him, and did not 
oppose what you said. Every body liked him ; 
bnt he had no friend, as I understand the word» 
nobody with whom he exchanged intimate thoughd. 
People were willing to think well of every thing 
. ab^at him. A gentleman was making an affected 
tant, as many people do, of great feelings about 
' bis dear sou,' who was at school near Londoq ; 
how anxious he was lest he might be ill, and 
what he would give to see him. ' Can't you,' said 
Fitzherbert, ' take a post-chaise, and go* to him?.' 
This, to be sure, finis/ted the affected man ; but 
there was not much in it.* However, this wm 
cir<»ilated as wit f6r& whole winter, and I beKeve 
a part of a summer too ; a proof that he was no 

* I>r. GislxNTBe, physidaa to his majesty's household, has 
given a fuller account of this story than had reached Dr. 
Johnson. The affected gentleman was the late John Gil- 
bert Cooper, esq. author of a Life of Socrates, and of some 
poems in Dodsley's collection. Mr. Fitzherbert found 1dm 
one morning apparently in such violent agitation^ on ae- 
oount of the indisposition of his son, as to seem beyond the 
power of comfort; At length, however, he exclaimed, <' 111 
' write an elegy." Mr. Fitzherbert being satisfied, by this, 
of the sincerity of his emotions, slyly said, " Had not you 
better take a post'K^aise, and go and see him ?" It was the 
shrewdness of the insinuation which made the story be 
circulated. 
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very witty man. He was an instaDce of the tnth 
of the observation, that ^ man will please more 
upon the whole by negative qnalities than by posi- 
tive 5 by never offending, than by giving a great 
ifleal of delight. In the first place, men hate more 
steadily than they love : and if I have said some- 

. thing to hurt a man once, I shall not get the better 
of this, by saying many things to please him." 

Speaking of a certain literary friend, he sud-^ 
" He is a very pompous puzzling fellow : He lent 
me a letter once that somebody had written to him» 
no matter what it was about ; but he wanted to 

: have the letter back, and expressed a mighty value 
for It ; he hoped it was to be met with again ; he . 
would not lose it for a thousand pounds. I laid 
my hand upon it soon afterwards, and gave it him. 
I believe, I said I was very glad to have met with 
it. O, then he did not know that it signified any 
tiling.^ So you see, when the letter was lost it was 
worth a thousand pounds, and when it was fou^d 
, it was not worth a farthing." 

A writer of deserved eminence being mentioned,, 
Johnson said, "Why, sir, he is a man of good 
parts, but being originally poor, he has got a love of 
mean company and low jocularity; a very bad things 
sir. To laugh is good, and to talk is good; 1>nt 
you ought no more to think it enough if you laugh, 

, than you are to think it enough if you talk. Yon 
may laugh in as many ways as you talk ; and surely 
every way of talking that is practised cannot be 
esteemed.** 

" Has not • • • • • • a great deal of wit, sir ?" 

Johnson. " I do not think so, sir. . He is, indeed, 
continually attempting wit, but he fails : and I have 
no more pleasure in hearing a main attempting wit 
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and failing, than iq Meeing a mao trying to leap over 
a ditch, and tomhling into it." ' 

He described the father of one of his friends 
thus t '< Sir, he was so exuberant a talker at public 
meetings, that the gentlemen of his county wer6 
afraid of him. No business could be done for his 
declamatidn." 

Talking of a i)enurious gentleman of his ac- 
quaintance, Johnson said, ** Sir, he is narrow, not 
so much from avarice, as from impotence to spend 
bis money. He canno't find in his heart to pour out 
a bottle of wine $ but he would not much care if it 
should sour." 

In the evening the rev. Mr» Seward, of Lichfield, 
who was passing through Ashbourne in his way 
home, drank tea there at Pn Taylor's. / Johnson 
described him thus : '' Sii-, his ambition is to be 
« fine talker ; so he goes to Buxton, and such places, 
where he may find companies to listen to him. 
And, sir, he is a valetudinarian ; one of those who 
are always mending themselves. I do not know a 
more disagreeable character tha^ a valetudinarjaDy 
who thinks he may do any thing that is for his ease, 
and indulges himself in the grossest freedoms : sir, 
he brings himself to the state of a hog in a sty/* 
- Talking of some of the modern plays, he said 
False Delicacy was totally void of character. He 
praised Goldsmith's Good-natured Man ; said it 
was the best comedy that had appeared since The 
Provoked Husband, and that there had not been, of 
late any such character exhibited on the stage as that / 
of Croaker. Boswell observed \i was the Suspirius 
of his Rambler. He said. Goldsmith had owned he 
had borrowed it thence, ** Sir," continued he. 
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" there is aU the difference ia the World hetv7ee« 
characters of nature and eharacters of manners ; 
and there is the difference between the characters 
of Fielding and those of Richardson. Characters 
of manners are very entertaining; bnt they aret^ 
be understood by a more superficial observer than 
characters of natare, where a man most dive into 
the recesses of the human heart." 

He always appeared to estimate the cbmfiositton* 
of Richardson too highly, and to have an unreasofk- 
able prejudice against Fielding. In comparing these 
two writers, he used this expression : '* There i« 
as great a difference between them, as between a 
man who I^nows how a watch is made, and a man 
wlio can tell the hour by looking on the dial-plate." 
This was a short and figurative statement of his 
distiuction between drawing characters of nature 
and characters only of manners. *' But f cannot 
help being of opinion/' remarks Boswell, *' that 
the neat watches of Fielding are as well constructed 
as the large clocks of Ricliardson, and that his dial- 
plates are brighter. Fielding's characters, though 
they do not expand themselves so widely in disser- 
tation, are as just pictures of human nature, and I 
vnM venture to say, ha^e more striking features, 
aud nicer touches of the pencil ; and though John- 
son used to quotes with approbation a saying qf 
Richardson's, * that the virtues of Fielding's heroes 
were the vices of a truly good man,' I will wnture 
to add, that the moral tendency of Fielding'a wri- 
tings, though it does not encourage a strained an^ 
rarely possible virtue, is ever favourable to honour 
aud honesty, and cherishes the benevolent and ge* 
II6F0US affections. He who is as good as Fielding 
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would make him, Is an amiable member of society, 
and may be led on by more regulated instructors, 
to a higher state of ethical perfection." Johnson 
proceeded : " Even sir Francis Wronghead is a cha- 
sacter of manners, though drawn with great hu- 
mour/' He then repeated, very happily, all sir 
Francis's credulous account to Manly of his being 
with *• the great man" and securing a place. Bos- 
well asked him, if the Suspichus Husband did not 
furnish a well-drawn character, that of Ranger ? 
Johnson. " No, sir; Ranger is just a rake, a 
mere rake, and a lively young fellow, but no cAa- 
nteier." 

^* As a curious instance," says Boswell, " how 
fittle a man knows, or wiahes to know, his own 
character in the world ; or, rather as a convincing 
proof, that Johnson's roughness was only external, 
and did not proceed from his heart, I insert the fol- 
lowing dialogue :— Johnson. * It is wonderful, sir, 
how rare a quality good humour is in lif<^ : we meet 
with very few good-humoured men.* I mentioned 
four of our friends, none of whom he wov^ld allow 
- to be good-humoured : one was ttdd, another' was 
mudd^f and to the others he had objections which 
have escaped me. Then shaking his. head, and 
stretching himself at ease in the coach, and smiling 
with much complacency, he turned to me, and said, 
^ I look upon myself as a good-humoured fellow/ 
The epithet /ellow, applied to the great lexico- 
grapher, the stately moralist, the masteiiy critic, 
as if he had been Sam Johnson, a mere pleasant 
companion, was highly diverting; and this light 
liotion of himself struck me with wonder. I an- 
tfwered (also smiling) ^ ' No^ no, sir; that will im# 
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do : yon are good-natared, but not gopd-hnmoared ; 
yoa are irascible : yoa have not patience with folly 
and absurdity. I believe you would pardon theiOy. 
if there were time to deprecate your vengeance ; 
but puDishment follows so quick after senteDce^ 
that they cannot escape/ " 



No. XVIL 

TRAVEL. 

BoswELL being about to travel, says of Johnstf^ 
** He advised me, when abroad, to be as much as T 
codid with the professors in the universfties, and 
with the clergy ; for, from their conversation I 
migbt expect the best accounts of every thing, in 
whatever country I should be, with the additional 
advantage of keeping my learning alive. 

** It will be observed, that when giving me advice 
fa to my travels. Dr. Johnson did not dwell upon 
cities, and palaces, and pictures, and shows, and 
Arcadian scenes. He was of Lord Essex's opinion, 
who advises his kinsman Roger, earl of Rutland, 
* rather to go a hundred miles to speak with one 
vAse man, than five miles to see a fair town.' " 

At a period long subsequent to this, he tells va, 
** He talked with an uncommon animation of tra- 
veling into distant countries ; that the mind was 
enlarged by it, and that an acquisition of dignity of 
character was derived from it. He expressed a par* 
ticular enthusiasm with respect to visiting the wall 
of China. I catched it for the moment, and said, I 
reallybeli^ved I should go and see the wall of China, 
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kad I not childret^ of whom it was my duty to take 
care. * Sir,' said he, ' by doing so, yon wonld do 
ifhat wonld be of importance in ridsiug your chiU 
dren to eminence. There wonld be a Instre re- 
flected upon them from your spirit and curiosity. 
They wonld be at all times redded as the childrea 
«f a man who )iad gone to view the wall of China. 
I am serious, sir.* " 

Speaking of Bmco, Boswell says, " Johnson told 
me, that he had been in the company of a gentle- 
man whose extraordinary travels had bee^ much 
the subject of conversation : but I found he had 
UQMstened to him with that fnll confidence, with- 
out which there is little satisfaction in the society 
of travellers. I was curious to hear what opinion 
ao able a judge as Johnson had formed of his abi- 
lities, and I asked, if he was not a man of senae. 
Johnson. * Why, sir, he is not a distinct relater $ 
and 1 should say, he is neither abounding nor de- 
ficient in sense. I did not perceive any superiority 
of understanding.' Boswell. ' But will you not 
allow him a nobleness of resolution, in penetrating 
into distant regions ?' Johnson. ' That, sir, is 
not to the present purpose ; we are talking of sense. 
A fighting-cock has a nobleness of resolution.' " 

The ft)llowing conversation occurred at a tavern, 
dining with a numerous company. Johnson. *' I 
have been reading Twiss's Travels in Spain, which 
are just come out. They are as good as the first 
book of travels that you will take up. They are aa 
good as those of Keysler or Blaiuville ; nay, as Ad- 
dison's, if you except the learning. They are not so 
good as Brydone's, but they are better than Po- 
cocke's. I have not, indeed, cut the leaves yet 5 but 
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I have read in them where the pages are open, and t 
do not suppose that what is In the pages which are 
dosed is worse than what is in the open pages. It 
woald seem/' he added, " that Addison had not ac- 
quired much Italian learning, for we do not find it 
introduced into his writings!. The only instance that 
I recollect, is his quoting * Stavo tenet per etar 
meglio, 8to qui.' " 

Boswell mentioned Addison's having borrowed 
many of his classical remarks from Leandro Albert!'. 
Mr. Beauclerk said, *' It was alleged, that he had 
borrowed also from another Italian author." John- 
son. '* Why, sir, all who go to look for what tlie 
classics have said of Italy, must find the same pas- 
sages ; and I should think it would be one of the 
first things the Italians would do, on the revival of 
learning, to collect all that the Roman authors have 
Mad of their country." 

Mr. Thrale had long planned a journey to Italy 
with his family, in which Dr. Johnson was to ac-^ 
company them ; and -even after the death of Mr. 
Thrale's son, a journey to Italy was still in the 
doctor's thoughts. He said, ''-A man who has not 
eenin It aly is always conscious of an inferiority, 
from his not having seen what it is expected a man 
should see. The grand ol]|)ect of travelling is, to see 
the shores of the Mediterranean. On those shores 
were the four great empires of the world-— the Ab- 
Syrian, the Persian, the Grecian, and the Roman. 
All our religion, almost all our law, almost all onr 
arts, almost all that sets ns above savages, has 
come from the shores of the Mediterranean." 
General Paoli observed, '* The Mediterranean would 
be a noble subject for a poem." 
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Boswell mentioned a scheme which he' had of 
making a tour to the Isle of Man, and giving a full 
account of it; and that Mr. Barke had playfully 
suggested as a motto, 

" The projper study of mankind is Man.** 

Johnson. " Sir, you will giet more by the book 
than the jaunt will cost yon ; so you wili have your 
diversioD for nothing^ and add to your reputation." 
. Dr. Johnson observed, "That every body com- 
mended his Journey to the Western Islands, as It 
were, in their own way. For instance," said he, 
^* Mr. Jackson (the all-knowing), told me there was 
more good sense upon trade in it, than he shotold 
hear in thfc. house of commons in a year, except 
from Burke. Joues commended the part which 
treats of language; Burke that which describes the 
Inhabitants of mountainous countries." 

Johnson. ** I have been reading Thicknesse's 
Travels, which, I think, are entertaining." Bos- 
well. « What, sir, a^ good book?" Johnson. 
*' Yes, sir, to read once ; I do not say you are to 
make a study of it, and digest it : and I believe it to 
be a true book in his intention. AU travellers gene- 
rally mean to teil truth ; though Tlncknesse observes, 
npon SmoUet's account of his alarming a whole town 
in France by firing a blunderbuss, and frightening a 
French nobleman till he made him tie on his port- 
manteaii—that he would be loath to say SmoUet had 
told two lies in one page ; but he Kad found the 
only town in France where these things could have 
happened. Travellers must be often mistaken : In 
every thing, except where mensuration can be ap- 
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plied, they mvf honestijr differ. There has heeir, of 
late, a straoge tarn iu travellers to be disj^eaBed." 

Boswell ezpreued some indination to publish an 
accOant of his Travels upon the contineDt of Europe, 
for which he had a variety of materials collected. 
■ Johnson. *' I do not say, sir, you may not publish 
your travels ; but I give yon my opinion, that yon 
would lessen yourself by it. What can you tell of 
oonotries so well known as those upon the continent 
of Europe, which you have visited ?" Boswsll. 
'* But I can give an entertaining narrative, witk 
many incidents, anecdotes, >«iMr iTetprit, and re* 
marks, so as to mai^e very pleasant reading." John- 
SOK. *' Why, sir^ most modem travellers in Europe, 
Who have published their travels, have I>een laughed 
at : I would not have you added to the number. 
Th^ world is now not contented to be merely enter- 
tained by a traveller's narrative ; they want to learn 
something. Now some of my friends asked me why 
I did not give some account of my travels in France. 
The reason is plain ; intelligent readers had seen 
more of France than I had. You might have liked 
my 'travels in France, and The Chtb might have 
liked them ; but, upon the whole, there would 
have been more ridicule than good produced by 
them." Boswell. '* I cannot agree with you, sir. 
People would like to read what you say of any thing. 
Suppose a face has been painted by fifty painters 
before, still we love to see it done by Sir Joshua.'* 
Johnson. ** True, sir ; but Sir Joshua cannot paini 
a face, when he has not time to look on it." Bos« 
WRLL. " Sir, a sketch of any sort by him is valaa« 
ble. An<il, sir, to. talk to you in your own style^ 
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(nHSiDg my voice, and shaking my head) yon should 
have given vs your travels in France. I am sure I 
am right, and therms an end <m*i," 

Boflwell said to him, that it was certainly true, as 
bis friend Dempster had observed in his letter to 
bim upon the subject, that a great part of what 
was 4n his Journey to the Western Islands of 
Scotland, bad been in his mind before be left 
London i^ Johnson. ** Why yes, sir, the topics 
were ; and books of travels willbe good in propor- 
Uoo to what a man has previously in his mind, 
his knowing what to observe, his power of con* 
trasting one mode of life with another^ As the 
Spanish proverb says, * He, who would bring bome 
the wealth of the Indies, must carry the wealth of 
tbe Indies with him.' So it is in travelling ; a man 
must carry knowledge with him, if he would bring 
bone knowledge/* Boswell. " The proverb, I 
suppose, sir, means, he must carry a large stock 
with bim to trade with." Johnson. " Yes, sir/* 

A gentleman having come in who was to ga as 
a mate in the ship along with Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Solander, Dr. Johnson asked what were the names 
of the ships destiued for the expedition. The geO" 
tlenan answered, they were once to be called the 
Drake and the Rsdeigb; but now they were .to be 
catted the Besdntion and the Adventure. Johnson. 
** Much better ; for had the Baleigh returned with. 
out going round tbe world, It would have been ridl^* 
calons. To give them the names of the Drake and 
Che Raleigh, was laying a trap for satire." Bos*- 
WBLL. ** Had not you some desire to go upon this 
expedition, sir ?" Johnson. ''Why yes, but I soon 
lud it aside. Sir, there is very little of inteUectual 
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in the course t besides, I see but at a small distance ; 
so it was not worth my while to go to see birds 
fly, which I should not have seen fly; and fishes 
swim, which I should not have seen swim." 

No. XVIII. 

LAW. 

BoswELL mentioned that a gay friend had adrised 
him against being a lawyer, because he would be 
excelled by plodding blockheads . Johkson. ** Why, 
sir, iu the formulary and statutary part of law, a 
plodding blockhead may excel ; but, !n the inge^ 
nioos and rational part of it, a plodding blockhead 
\»n never excel." 

Sir Alexander Macdonald observed to him, *• I 
think, sir, almost all great lawyers, such at least a* 
. have written upon law, have known only law, and. 
nothing else." Johnson. " Why, no, sir ; Judge 
Hale was a great lawyer, and wrote upon law, and 
yet he knew a gi^eat many other things, and has 
wrlttto upon other things. Selden too/* Sib A. 
*^ Very true, sir, and Lord Baeoa. But was not 
Lord CJoke a mere lawyer ?" Johnson; ** Why, I 
am afraid he was ; but he would have taken it very 
ill if yoQ had told him so ; he would have prosecuted ' 
yon for scandal." Boswbll. " Lord Mansfield is' 
not a niere lawyer/' Johnson. ** No, sir, I never 
was in Lord Mansfield's company; but Lord Mans- 
field was duttinguished at the university. Lord 
' Mansfield, when he first came to town, drank 
Champagne with the wits, as Prior says. He was , 
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tjie frienil of Pope." Sir A. " Barristers, I believe^ 
are not so abasive now as they Were formerly. I 
• fancy they bad less law long ago^ and so were obliged , 
to take to abase, toiiU up the time. Now they have 
snch a number of precedents, they have no occasion 
for. abase." Johnson. " Nay, sir, they had more 
law long ago than they have now. As to precedents^ 
to be sure they will increase in course of time \ but 
(lie more precedents there are, the less occanon 
U there for law ; that is to say, the less occasion Is 
Uiere.for investigating principles." 

Boswell asked him, whether, as a moralist, he did 
not think, that the- practice of the law, in some de« 
gree, hurt the fine feeling of honesty. . Johnson. 
'' Why no, sir, if you act properly. You are not to 
deceive yonr clients with false representations of 
your opinion : you are not to tell lies to a judge."- 
Boswell. *' Bat what do you think of supporting 
9 cause which you know to be bad ?" Johnson. 
** Sir, you do not know it to be good or bad, till the- 
judge determines it. I have said, that you are to. 
State facts fairly ; so that your thinking, or what 
yon call knowing, a cause to be bad, must be from 
reasouing, must be from your supposing your aiigo^ 
ments to be weak and inconclusive. Bat, sir, that 
is not enougli. An argument, which does not con- 
vince yourself, may convince the judge to whom you 
mge it : and if It does convince him, why^ -then, 
•lr» you are wrong, and he is right. It is his busi* 
IIS8S tojudge ; and you are not to be confident in yonr 
own opinion, that a cause is bad, bat to say all you. 
^an for your client, and then he|ir the judge's 
opinion." Boswell. " But, sir; does not affecting* 
a warmth when you have no warmth, and appear-- 
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ing to be clearly of one opinion, when yon are in 
reality of another-^oes not soch dissimulation im- 
pair one's honesty ? Is there not some danger, that 
a lawyer may pat on the same mask in common life, 
io the intercoorse with his friends ?" Johnson. 
** Why, no, sir ; every body know? yon are psAd for 
affecting warmth for your client ; and it is therefoi^ 
properly no' dissimulation. The moment yon come 
from the bar, you resume your nsnal behavioim 
Sir, a man will no more carry the artifice of the bar 
into the common interconirse of society, than a man 
who is paid for tumbling upon his hands will con- 
tinue to tumble when he should walk on his feet.** 

Speaking of the inward lights to which some me* 
tbodists pretended, he said, it was a principle ut- 
terly incompatible with social or civil security. " If 
a man," said he, *' pretends to a principle Or which 
I can know nothing, nay, not so much as that he 
ha» it, but Only that he pretends to it ; how can I 
tell what that person may be prompted to do ? When 
a person professes to be governed by a written aa- 
oertained hiw, I can then know where t6 find him/* 

Talking of law cases, he said, '^ The English re- 
ports, in general, are very poor : only the half of 
what has been said is taken down, and of that half 
much 18 mistaken ; whereas, in Scotland, the ar> 
guments on each side are deliberately put in writing, 
to be considered by the court. 1 think, a collectioii 
of your cases upon subjects of importance, with the 
opinions of the judges upon them, would be va* 
Inable." 

Of Mr. Andrew Stuart's Letters to Lord Mansfield, 

/ T on the celebrated Douglas cause, Boswell said to him, 

** May it *not be doubted, air, whether It be proper 
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to publisli letter^, arraigning the vltimate decision 
of an important cause by tbe stiprem^ jndieature of 
the nation." Johkson. ** No, sir, I do not think 
it was wrong to publish these letters. If they are 
thought to do harm, why not answer them? But 
they will do no harm : if Mr. Douglas be indeed the 
son of Lady Jane, he cannot l)e hurt ; if he be not 
her son, and yet has the great estate of the family 
of Douglas, he may well submit to have a pamphlet 
against him by Andrew Stuart. Sir, I thinic such a 
pfiiblicatlon does good, as it does good to show us the 
possibilities of human life. And, sir, yon will not 
say, that the Douglas cause was a cause of easy de» 
cision, when it divided your court as much as H 
could do, fo be determined at all. When your judges 
are seven and seven, the casting vote of the presi- 
dent must be given on one side or other ; no matter 
for my argument on which : one or the other must 
be taken ; as when I am to move, there is no matter 
which leg T moVe first. And then, sir, it was other- 
wise deterniined here. No; sir, a more dubious de- 
terminatioii of any question cannot be imagined." 

Another time they talked of a book, in whieh an 
eminent judge Was arraigned before the bar of the 
public, as having pronounced an unjust decision 
in a "great cause*. Dr. Johnson maintained, that 
this publication would not give any uneasiness to 
the judge. ** For," said he, ** either he acted ho- 
nestly, or he meant to do injustice. If be acted 
honestly, his own conciousness will protect him ; if 
he meant to do injustice, he will be glad to see the 
^ man who attacks him, so much vexed." 

Boswell and Johnson got into an argument, whe- 
ther the judges who went to India might with pro- 
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priety engage iu trade. Johnson warmly maiow 
tained that they might r " For why," he urged'^ 
** should not judges get riches^ as well a» those who 
deserve them less?*' Boswell. "They should have 
sufficient salaries, and have nothing to take off their 
attention from the affairs of the public." Johnson. 
** No >ndgey sir,- can give his whole attention to his 
office } and it is very proper he should employ what 
time he has to himself, to his own advantage, in 
the most profitable manner." Davies enlivened the 
dispute, by making it somewhat dramatic. " Then, 
bir, he may become an usurer; and when he is « 
going to the bench, he may be stopped — * Your 
lordship cannot go yet : here is a bunch of invoices ; 
several ships are about to sail.* " Johnson. " Sir, 
you may as well say a judge should not have a house ; 
for they may come and tell him — ' your lordship's 
house is on fire $' and so^ instead of minding the 
business of his court, he is to be occupied in getCing 
the engine with the greatest speed, tliere is no 
end of this. Every judge, who has land, trades to 
a et^rtain extent in cofn, or in cattle, and in the 
land itself: undoubtedly, his steward acts for hini, 
and so do clerks for a great merchant. A judge 
may be a farmer ; but he is not to geld his own' 
pigs. A judge may play at cards for his amusement ; 
but he is not ta play at marbles, or chuck farthings, 
in the piazza. No, sir, there is no. profession to 
which a man gives a very great proportion of his 
time. It is wonderful, when a calculation is made„ 
how little the mind is actually employed in the (0s- 
charge of any profession. No man would b6 a 
judge, upon the condition of being totally a judge. 
The best employed lawyer has his mind at work but 
for a small proportiou of hia time : a great deal of 
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Bis occupation is merely mechanical. I once wrote 
6>r a magazine: I made a calculation, that if I 
should write but a page a day at the same rate, I 
should, in ten years, write nine volumes in folio, of 
^Q ordinary size and print.*' Boswell. " Such as 
Carte*8 History ?** Johnson. *' Yes, sir : when a 
roan writes from his own mind> he writes very ra- 
pidly : the greatest part of a writer's time is spent 
in reading, in oMer to write ; a tnan will turn over' 
half a library to make one book.'* 

Boswell argued warmly against the judges' trading, 
and mentioned Hale as an instance of a perfect 
judge, who devoted himself entirely to his office. 
Johnson. ** Hale, sir, attended to other things be- 
sides law: he left a great estate.*' Boswell. 
'* That was, because what he got accumulated with- 
out any exertion or anxiety on his part." 

After talking of the great consequence which a 
roan acquired by being employed in his profession,' 
Boswell suggested a doubt of the justice of the gene, 
ral opinion, that it is improper iii a lawyer to solicit 
employment j " for why," he urged, " should it not be 
equally allowable to solicit that as the means of 
consequence, aa it is to solicit votes to be elected a 
member of parliament ?" Mr. Strahan had told hini' 
that a countryman of his, who had risen to eminence 
in the law, had, when first making his way, soli- 
cited him to get him employed in city causes. 
Johnson. ** Sir, it is wrong to stir up law-suits ; 
but when once it is certain that a law-suit is to go 
on, there is nothing wrong ip a lawyer's endeavour- 
ing that he shall have the benefit, rather than an- 
other." Boswell. ** You would not solicit em- 
ployment, sir, if you were a lawyer." JTohnson. 
*' No, sir ; but not because I should tliiuk it wrongs 
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but because I should disdain it.** Tbis was a ipood 
disCiDctioDy which will be felt by men of just piide-. 
He proceeded : " However, I would not have a law- 
yer be wanting to himself in using fair ineaas. t 
would have him ii^ect a little hint now and then, 
to prevent his being overloolced.'* 

br. Johnson made a remark, which both Mr* 
Macbean and Boswell thought new. It was Ma : 
that <' the law against usury is for the protecfioii of 
creditors as well at. debtors ^ for if there were w> 
such check, people would be apt, from the tempta- ^ 
tion of great interest, to lend to desperate person*, 
by whom they would lose their money. Accord- 
ingly, there are instances of ladies being nifaed, bf 
having injudiciously sunk their fortunes for high an- 
nuities, which, after a few years, ceased to be paid^, in 
consequence of the ruined circumstances of the bor- 
rower.** 

TalUng of ^ court-martial, that was sitting upon 
a very momentous public occasion, he expressed 
much doubt of an enlightened decision ; and &d<i, 
that perhaps there was not a member of it, wlio, H 
the whole course of his life, had ever dpent an hoar 
by himself in balancing probabilities. 

At a conversation at dinner one day at Mr. Hoole'iv, 
Mr. Nichol, the king's bookseller, and Boswelf, at- 
tempted to controvert the maadm, *' betterthat ten 
guilty should escape- than one Innocent person 
suffer ;•' and were answered by Dr. Johnson with 
great power of reasoning and eloquence. He ably 
showed, that unless civil institutions ensure protec* 
tlon to the innocent, all the coniidenee which maa«> 
kind should have in them would be lost. 
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PHYSIC. 

When Mr. Beaaclerk was ill, Johnson informed' 
Bos well that, though he was in great paiii, it wa» 
hoped he was not in danger ; and that he now wished 
to consult Dr. Heberdeu, to try the effect of a <* f»ti^ 
understanding*' 

' A physician being mentioned who had lost hi^ 
practice, becsiuse his whimisically changing his re-^ 
ligion had made people distrustful of him, Boswell 
maintained that this was unreasonable, as religiort 
is unconnected with medical skill. Johnson. *' Sir,' 
it is not unreasonable ; fot when people see a maa 
absurd in what they understand, they may eonchide 
the same of him in what they do not understand. 
If a physician were to take to eating of horse-flesh, 

"^ nobody would employ lum ; though one may eat 
horse-flesh, and be a very skilful physician. If a 
man were educated^ In an aBsui'd religion, his con- 

. . tinning to profess it would not hurt him, though his 
dianging to it would**' '' 

Dr. Taylor commended a physician who wa^ 
known to him and Dr. Johnston, and said, ** I fight 
many battles for him, as many people in the country 
dislike him." Johnson. **But yon should consider^ 
sir, that by every one of your victories he is a loser ; 
for every man of whom you get the better, will be 
rery angry, and resolve not to employ him ; whereas, 
if people get the better of you in argument aboufi* 
him, they*U think, * We'll send for Dr..*«»«* never- 

12 
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theless.* *' This was an observation deep and sure 
in human nature. 

Johnson mentioned Dr. Barry's System of Phydc. 
" He was a man," said he, *' who bad acquired a 
high reputation in Dublin, ci|me over to England, 
and brought his reputation with him, but had not 
great success. His notion was, that pulsation occa- 
sions death by attrition ; and that, therefore, the 
way to preserve life is to retard pulsation. But we 
know, that pulsation Is strongest in infants, and 
that we increase in growth while it operates in its 
regular course ; so it cannot be the cause of destme- 
tion.*' Soon after this, he said something ver^ 
flattering to Mrs. Tbrale, which concluded witk 
wishing her long life. ** Sir," said BosweU, ** if 
Dr, Barry's System be true, yon have now shortened 
Mrs. Tbrale's Hfe, perhaps, some minuteSy by acce«- 
krating her pulsation." 



No. XX. 

FINE ARTS. 

We fell into a disquisition, whether there is any 
beaiity tsdependent of utility. General Paoli main- 
tained there was not ; Dr. Johnson, that there was i 
and he^ instanced a coffee-cup, which he held in his 
hand, the painting of which was of no real use, as 
the cup would hold the coffee equally well if plain; 
yet the painting was beautiful. 

The following conversation passed between seve*- 
ical eminent men who had been dining together. 

F. ** I have been looking at this famous antique 
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marUe dog of Mr. Jeniungs, valued at a thousand 
guineasy said to be Alcibiades's dog." 

Johnson. ** His tail then must be docked. That 
was the mark of Aleibiades's dog." 

£. ** A thousand guineas ! The representation 
of no animal whatever is worth so much. At this 
rate a dog would be better than a living lion.*' 

Johnson. " Sir, it is not the worth of the thing, 
but of the skill in forming it, which is so highly es- 
timated. Every thing that eularges^ the sphere of 
human powers, that shows man he can do what he 
thought be could not do, is valuable. The first man 
who balanced a straw upon his uoee ; Johnson, who 
rode upon three horses at a time ; in short, all such 
men, deserved the applause of mankind, not on ac- 
count of the use of what they did, but of the dex- 
terity they exhibited." 

Bos WELL. '' Yet, a misapplication of time and 
as^duity is not to be encouraged. Addison, in one 
of his Spectators, commends the judgment of a 
king, who, as a suitable reward to a man that by 
long perseverance had attained to the art of throw- 
ing a barley-corn through the eye of a needle, gave 
bun a bushel of barley.*' 

JoBNtON. <^ He must have been a king of Soot- 
land, where barky is scarce.** 

F. ^* One of the most antique figures of an ani- 
mal is- the boar at Florence.** 

Johnson. ** llie first boar that is well made in 
marble should be preserved as a wonder. When men 
arrive at a facility of making boars well, then the 
workmanship is not of such value ; but they should 
however be preserved as examples^ and as a greater 
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^tecarity for the restoration of the art, shoald ii bef 
^lost." 

Being in company with Owyn the architect, John- 
son expressed his disapprobation of ornamental ar^ 
diitecture, such as magnificent columns supporting 
ii portico, or expensive {Pilasters supporting merely 
their. own capitals, *' because it consumes labour 
disproportionate to its utility/' For the same rea- 
son he satirised statuary. '^ Painting,'' said he^' 
. " consumes labour not disproportionate to its ef- 
fect ; bat a fellow will hack half a year at a block of 
marble to make something in stone that hardly re- 
sembles a man ." The value of statuary is owing to 
its difficulty. You would not value the finest head 
cut upon a carrot," The spirit of the artist rose 
against what he thought a Gothic attack, and he 
made a brisk defence. " What, sir, you will allow no 
value to beauty in architecture or in statuary? 
Why shoald we allow it then in writing ? Why do 
you take the trouble to give us so many ^ne alla^ 
sions, and bright images^ and elegant phrases ? You 
might convey all your instruction without these or- 
naments." Johnson smiled with complacency, but 
said, ** Why, sir, all these ornaments are useful, be-^. 
cause they obtain an easier reception for tntth. ; but 
a buildipg is not at all more convenient for being! 
decorated with superfluous carved work.*' 

Talking of Mr. Barry's exhibition of his pictures^: 
Johnson. '* Whatever the hand may have done, the 
mind has done its part. There is a grasp of mind 
there^ which you find no where else." 

He thought portrait-painting an improper em- 
ployment for a woman. ** Public- praqtice of any . 
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art/' he observed^ *^ and staring in men's feces» is 
very indelicate in a female." 

After having talked slightingly of mnsic^ he 
was obserred to listen very attentively while Miss- 
Thrale played on the harpsichord^ and with eager- 
ness he called to her, ** Why don't you dash away 
like Bumey ?" Dr. Bumey, upon this> said to him, 
** I believe^ sir, we shall make a musician of you 
at last." Johnson, with candid complacency, re- 
plied, *' Sir, I shall be glad to have a new sense 
given to me." 

Boswell spoke of Mr. Harris, of Salisbury, as , 
being a very learned man, and, in particular, an 
eminent Grecian. Johnson. 'M am not sure of 
that. His friends give him out as such, but I know 
not who of his friends are able to judge of it." 
GoLUSMiTH. ** He is what is much better : he is a 
worthy hum^e man." Johnson. *' Nay, sir, that 
is not to the purpose of our argument : that will as 
much prove $hat he can play upon the fiddle as well 
as Giardini, as that he is an eminent Grecian." 
CrOLDSMiTH. *' The greatest musical performers 
have but small emoluments. Giardini, I am told, 
does not get above seven hundred a year." John- 
son. " That is indeed but little for a man to get, 
who does best that which so many endeavour to do." 
There is nothing, I think, in which the power of 
art is shown so much as in playing on the fiddle : 
In all other things we can do something at first. 
Any man will forge a bar of iron, if you give him a 
hammer ; not so well as a tsmith, but tolerably. A 
man will saw a piece of wood, and make a box, 
though a clumsy one ; but give him a fiddle and a 
fiddle-sticky and he can do nothing." 



d by Google 



d by Google 



INDEX. 



l^Oi Pagi 

I. Education 5 

II. Knowledge US 

III. Man 97 

lY. Melancholy . . < . 37 

v. Madness i 40 

VI. Prejudice . -Ifii 

VII. Love, Friendship, and Aflbction 47 

VIII. Marriage 59 

IX. Children 62 

X. Society 65 

». Nations 78 

XII. Life . . . . tf ^ . 8S 

XIII. London log 

XIV. Mannen 117 

XV. Conversation ' . . . . IS» 

XVI. Characters 1^ 

XVII. Travel l6o 

XVIII. Law Ifl6 

XIX. Physic ..,...►.. .f .... 173r 

XX. Fine Arts • . < < ]?♦ 



END OF VOL. I. 



Printed hyT. Davison, WhiteCriarK^' 



d by Google 



d by Google 



JOHNSONIANA j 

FROM 

BOSWELL'S LIFE 

OF THE 

gheat lexicographer and moralist^ 



VOL. II. 



MDCCCXX. 



d by Google 



Printed by T.DAVUQif, 
Whitcfmrs. 



d by Google 



vox.n. 




BYJOHK SI£ARPE,PirfADII.IX 
18 20. 



/ 



gitized by Google 



""IK^ 



■ftVe. HiiV.' YORK 

fUBLIC LI3RARY 

AoflMl. LEKOXAHB 



d by Google 



JOHNSONIANA, &c. 



PART IK 

No. I. » 

LITERATURE. 

With respect to the prospects held out to an adven- 
tarer in the career of literature, a curious anecdote 
was communicated by Dr. Johnson himself to Mr. 
John Nichols. Mr. Wilcox the bookseller, on being 
informed by him that his intention was to get his 
livelihood as an author, eyed his robust frame at« 
^ntively, and, with a significant look, said, ** You 
had better buy a porter's knot." He however added, 
** Wilcox was one of my best friends." 

One of his earliest labours was the compilation of 
the debates in parliament, for the Gentleman'^ Ma- 
gazine, which he did from very slender memoran- 
dums. He told a friend, however, that as soon as - 
lie found the speeches were thought genuine, he de^ 
termined he would write no more of them ; ** for he 
would not be accessory to the propagation of false- 
hood." And such was the tenderness of his con- 
icience, that a short time before his death, he ex- 
pressed his regret for his having been the author of 
fictions/ which had passed for realities. 
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The rapidity with which he composed Is a won- 
derful cii'cnmstance. He has been heard to say, '* I 
wrote forty- eight of the printed octavo pages of the 
Life of Savage at a sitting ; but then I sat np all night/' 
. In a letter to the Rev. T. Warton; he mentions 
his design of writing a Review. Dr. Adams told 
Boswell, that this scheme of a Biblwthique was a 
serious one : for, upon his visiting him one day, he 
found his parlour floor covered with parcels of fo- 
reign and En^ish literary journals, and he tofd Dr. 
Adams he meant to undertake a Review. Adams. 
'* How, sir, can you think of doing it alone ? All 
branches of knowledge must be considered in it* 
Do you know mathematics ? Do you know natural 
histpry?'* Johnson. " Why, sir, I udust da aft 
well as I can. My chief purpose is to give mf 
countrymen a view of what is doing in literature 
upon the continent ; and I shall have, in a good 
measure, the choice of my subject; for I shall select 
such books as I best understand." Adams. ** As 
Dr. Maty has just fluished his Biblwthique BrUan^ 
nique, which is a well executed work, giving fo- 
reigners an account of British publications, yoa 
might, with great advantage, astsume him as an as- 
sistant." Johnson. '< He, the little black dog I I*d 
thi-ow him into the Thames." The scheme, how- 
ever, was dropped. 

In one of his little memorandum-books were the 
following hints for his intended Review, or Literaiy 
Journal ; " The AnnaU of Literature, foreign ae 
well as domestic. Imitate Le Clerc— Bayle — Baitey* 
rac ; Infelicity of Journals in England ; works of 
the learned : we cannot take in all. Sometimes 

copy from foreign joumaUsts— -always telU" 
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Having written a preface to Rolfs Dictionary of 
Trade and Commerce, in which he displays snch a 
clear and comprehensive knowledge of the sqbject^ 
as might lead the reader to think that Its author 
had devoted all his life to it— Boswell asked him 
whether he knew mnch of Rolt, and of his work. 
•* Sir," said he, *^ I never saw the man, and never 
read the book. The booksellers wanted a preface 
to a Dictionary of Trade and Commerce ; I knew 
very well what soch a dictionary should be, and I 
wrote a preface accordingly.** 

A pension of two hundred pounds a year having 
been given to Sheridan, Johnson, who thought 
slightingly of Sheridan*s art, upon hearing it, es* 
claimed, " What 1 have they given him a pension ? 
Then it is time for me to give up mine." Whether ' 
this proceeded from a momentary indignation, as if 
it were an affront to his exalted merit that a player 
should be rewarded in the same manner with him„ 
or was the sudden effect of a fit of peevishness, it 
was unluckily said, and indeed cannot be justified. 
Mr. Sheridan's pension was granted to him, not as a 
player, but as a sufferer in the cause of government, 
when he was manner of the Theatre Royal in Ire-^ 
land, when parties ran high in 1753 : and it must also 
be allowed that he was a man of literature, and had 
considerably improved the arts of reading and speak- 
ing with distinctness and propriety. 

Johnson afterwards complained, that a man wha 
disliked him, repeated his sarcasm to Mr. Sheridan, 
iHthout telling him what followed, which was, that 
after a pause, he added, *' However, I am glad that 
he has a pension, for he is a very good man.*' 

Mrs. Sheridan's novel, entitled, Memoirs of Miaa 
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Sydney Biddulph, contains an excellent moral, wkile 
It inculcates a future state of retribution ; and what 
it teaches is impressed upon the mind by a series of 
as deep distress as can affect humanity, in Che amia- 
ble and pious heroine, who goes to her grave nn- 
relievedj but resigned, and full of hope of" Heaven's 
mercy.'* Johnson paid her this high compliment 
upon it : « I know not, madam, that you have a 
right, upon moral principles, to make your readers 
suffer so much." 

** People," he remarked, " may be taken i^ 
once, who imagine that an author is greater in 
private life than other men. Uncommon parts re* 
quire uncommon 'opportunities for their exertion." 

Afterwards : " Sir, this book -ffhe Elements of 
Criticism, which he had taken up), is a pretty es- 
say, and deserves to be held in some estimatioDy 
though much of it is chimerical." 

At this time the controversy concerning th^ 
pieces published by Mr. James Macpherson, as 
translations of Ossian, was at its height. Johnson 
had all along denied their authenticity ; and what 
was still more provoking to their admirers, main* 
tained that they had no merit. The subject ha- 
ving been introduced by Dr.Fordyce — Dr. Blair^ re- 
lying on the internal evidence of their antiquity, 
a^ked Dr. Johnson, whether he thought any man 
of a modern age could have written such poems ? 
Johnson replied, ** Yes, sir, many men, many 
women, and many children." Johnson, at this 
time, did not know that Dr. Blair had just pul]». 
lished a dissertation, not only defending their au- 
thenticity, but seriously ranking them with the 
poems of Homer and Virgil ; and when he ^as 
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afterwards informed of this ckcnmstancey be exn 
pressed some displeasure at Dr. Fordyce's having 
suggested the topic, and said^ ** I am not sorry thai 
they got thus much for their pains." 

** The poem of Fingal," he ^aid, f* is a mere un- 
connected rhapsody, a tiresome 'repetition of the - 
same images. In vain shall we Iqok for the luCidut 
ordo^ where there is neither end or object, design or 
moral, nee certa recurrii imago" 

He was vehement on the subject of the Ossiau 
oontroviersy, observing, ** We do not know that 
there, are any ancient Erse manuscripts, and we 
have no o^her reason to disbelieve that there' are 
men with three heads, but that we do not know, 
that there are any such men." He also was out^ 
rageous upon this supposition^ that MTberson*s 
countrymen ." loved Scotland better than truth," 
saying, " all of them, — nay not all^ — ^but droves of 
them, would £ome up, and attest any thing for the 
honour of Scotland.*' 

Another time, Ossian being mentioned — Johnson. 
1* Supposing the Irish and Erse languages to be iht 
same, which I do not believe — yet, as there is no rea- 
son to Suppose that the inhabitants of the Highlands 
and Hebrides ever wrote their native language, it is 
not to be credited that a long poem was preser\red 
among tliem. If we had no evidence of the. art of 
.writing being practised in one of the counties of , 
England, we should not* believe that a long poem 
was preserved there, though in the neighbouring 
counties, where the same language was spoken, the 
inhabitants could write." Beauclerk. ''.The bal- 
lad of Lilliburlero was once in the mouths of all the 
people of this country, and is said to have had a 



d by Google 



8 JOBNSONIAMA. 

great effect in bringiDg about the Revolatioii ; yetp 
I question whether any body can repeat it dow$ 
which shows how improbable it id that mach poetry 
should be preserved by tradition." 

One of the company suggested an internal ob- 
jection tp the antiquity of the poetry jsaid to be Oai> 
sian'g, that we do not find the wolf in it^ which 
must have beeii the case had it been of that age. 

Johnson informed Boswell that he made the bar» 
gain for Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield, and the 
price was sixty pounds. ** And sir/' said he, *^ a 
sufficient price too, when it was sold ; for then the 
fame of Goldsmith had not been elevated, as it . 
afterwards was, by his Traveller ; and the book- 
sdler had such faint hopes of profit by his bargain^ 
that he kept the manuscript by him a long time, 
. iiod did not publish it till after The Traveller had 
appeared. Then, to be sure, it was accidentally 
wwth more money." 

Boswell mentioned the periodical paper called 
llie. ConuMSseur : Johnson said it wanted matter. 
'< No doubt," adds the former, *' it has not the 
deep thinlcing of Johnson's writings ; but, surely, 
it has just views of the surface of life, and a very 
sprightly manner. His opinion of The World was 
not much higher than of the Connmsseur." 

Mr. Alexander Donaldson, bookseller of Edin.- 
buigh, had for some time opened a shop in LondoD, 
and sold his cheap editions of the most popnli^ 
£nglis)i books, in defiance of the supposed common^ 
iaW right of literary property, Johnson, though he 
concurred in the opinion, which was afterwards 
sanctioned by a judgment of the house of lords, that 
'there was no such right— was at this time very an« 
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gry, that the booksellers of Londoo^ for whom he 
ttniformly prdfesiied much regard, should suffer 
from an iuvasioD of what; they had ever coDsidered' 
to be secure ; and he was loud and violent againf^t 
Mr. Donaldson. " He is a fellow who takes advan- 
tage of the law to injure his brethren ; for notwith- 
standing that the statpte secures only fourteen years 
of exclusive right, it has always been understood by 
the tradty that he who buys the copy- right of a 
book from the author, obtains a perpetual property ; 
and, upon that belief, numberless bargains are made 
to transfer that property after the expiration of the 
statutory term. Now Donaldson, I say, takes ad- 
vantage here of people whd have really ^n equitable 
title from usage ; and if we consider how few of 
the books, of which they buy the property, succeed 
so well as to bring profit, we should be of opinion,, 
that the term of fourteen years is too shorty it 
should be sixty years." Dempster. ** Donaldson, 
sir, is anxious for the encouragement of literature. 
He reduces the price of books, so that poor students 
may buy them." Johnson, gaughing) *^ Well, sir,, 
allowing that to be his motive, he is no better than 
Robin Hood, who robbed the rich in order to give 
to the poor.** • 

It is remarkable, that when the great question 
concerning literary property came to be ultimately 
tried before the supreme tribunal of this country, 
in consequence of the very spirited exertions of 
Mr. Donaldson, Dr. Johnson was zealous against 
a perpetuity; but he thought that the term of the 
exclusive right of authors should be considerably 
enlarge. He was then for granting a hundred 
years. 

b2 
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On another occasion, he thns descanted on the 
aabject of literary property : ** There seems to be in 
anthors a stronger right of property than that by 
occupancy; a metaphysical right, a riglit as it 
were of creation, which should, from its nature, be 
perpettial ; but the consent ,of nations is against it 2 
and indeed reason, and the interest of learning are 
against it ; for were it to be - perpetual, no book, 
however useful, could be universally diffused amongst 
mankind, should the proprietor take it into his head 
to restrain its circulation : no book could have the 
. advantage of being edited with notes, however ne- 
cessary to its elucidation, should the proprietor per.- 
versely oppose it. For the general good of the 
world, therefore, whatever valuable work has once 
been created by an author, and issued out by him, 
should be understood as no longer in his power, but 
as belonging to the public ; at the same time, the 
author is entitled to an adequate reward : this he 
should have by an exclusive right to his work for a 
considerable number of years." 

He said. Dr. Joseph War ton was a very agreeable 
man, and his Essay on the Genius and Writings 
of Pope, a vei7 pleasing book. Boswell wondered 
that he delayed so long to give ns the continuation 
of it. Johnson. " Why, liir, I suppose he finds 
himself a little disappointed, in not having been 
able to persuade the world to be of his opinion as 
to Pope." 

Dr. Johnson frequently visited the library at 
Buckingham-house. His majesty having been in- 
formed of his occasional visits, was pleased to sig- 
nify a desire that he should be told when Dr. John- 
son came next to the library. Accordingly^ the 
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next time that Johnson did come, as soon as he was 
fairly engaged with a book, on which, while he sat 
by the fire, he seemed quite intent, Mr. Barnard 
stole round to the apartment where the }Aai wais, 
and, in obedience to his majesty's commands, men- 
tioned that Dr. Johnson was then in the library. 
His majesty said he was at leisure, and would go to 
him ; upon which Mr. Barnard took one of the can- 
dles that stood on the king's table, and lighted his 
majesty through a suite of rooms, till they came to 
a private door into the librai7, of which his ma- 
jesty had the key. Being entered, Mr. Barnard 
stepped forward hastily to Dr. Johnson, who was 
still in a profound study, and whispered him, ** Sir, 
here is the king." Johnson started up, and stood 
still : his majesty vapproached him, and at onc6 was 
courteously easy. 

His majesty began by observing, that he under- 
stood he came sometimes to the library ; and then, 
mentioning his having heard that the doctor had 
been lately at Oxford, asked him if he was not fond 
«f going thither. To which Johnson answered, that 
he was indeed fond of going to Oxford sometimes, 
but was likewise glad to come back again. The 
king then asked him what they were doing at Ox- 
ford. Johnson answered, he could not much com- 
mend their diligence, but that in some respects they 
were mended, for they had put their press under 
better regulations, and were at that time printing 
Polybius. He was then asked whether there were 
better libraries at Oxford or Cambridge. He an- 
swered, he believed the Bodleiart was larger than 
any tliey had at Cambridge, at the same time add. 
itig, *' I hope, whether we have more books or not 
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than they have at Cambridge, we shall make as good 
use of them as they do." Being asked whether AU-> 
Souls ^r ChristXburch library was the largest, he 
aoswe^f^, " AIlSouls library is the largest we hare, 
except the Bodleian." — " Ay,"^aid the king, " that 
is the public library." 

His majesty inquired if be was then writing any 
thing. He answered, he was not, for he had pretty 
well told the world what he knew, and must now 
read to acquire more knowledge. The king, as it 
should seem, with a view to urge him to rely on his 
own stores as an original writer, and to continue 
* his labours, then said, " I do not think you borrow 
much from any body.*' Johnson said, he thought 
he had already done his part as a writer.- *' I should 
have thought so too,'' said the king, ** if .you had- , 
not written so well.'' Johnson obscfrved to me upon 
this^ that « No man could have paid a handsomer 
compliment, and it was fit for a king to pay. It 
was decisive." When asked by another friend at 
sir Joshua Reynolds's, whether be made any reply to 
this high compliment, .he answered, ''No, sir^ 
when the king had said it, it was to be so : it was 
not for me to bandy civilities with my sovereign." 
Perhaps, no man, who had spent his whole life in 
courts, could have shown a more nice and digni- 
fied sense of true politeness, than Johnson did in 
this instance. 

His majesty having observed to him, that he sup* 
posed he must have read a great deal, Johnson an- 
swered, that he thought more than he read ; that 
he had read a great deal in the early part of his life ; 
but having fallen into ill health, he had not been 
able to read much, compared with others | for ui* 
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Stance^ he said, lie had not read much, coupared 
with Dr. Warburton. UpoD which^ the king said, 
that he heard Dr. Warbortou was a man of such 
geoeral knowledge, that yon could scarce talk with 
him on any subject on which he was not qualified to 
speak; and that his learning resembled Garrick's 
acting, in its universality. His majesty then talked 
of the controTersy between Warburton and Lowth, 
which he seemed to have read, and asked Johnson 
what he thought of it. Johnson answered, ** War- 
burton has most general, most#scholastic learning ; 
Lowth is the more correct scholar. I do not know 
which of them calls names best.'' The king was 
pleased to say he was of the same opinion ; adding, 
*[ Vou do not think then. Dr. Johnson, that there 
was much argument in the case ?'' Johnson said, he 
did not think there was. " Why, truly," said the king, 
'* when once it cqtues to calling names, argument is 
pretty wdl at an end." 

His majesty then a^ked him what he thought 
of Lord Lyttelton's history, which w^s just pub- 
lished. Johnson said, he thought his style pretty 
good, but that he had blamed Henry the S<*cond 
rather too much. " Why," said the king, " they 
seidom^do these things by halves." " No, .sir," an- 
swered Johnson, ** not to kings.'* But, fearing to 
be misunderstood, he proceeded to explain liimself; 
and immediately subjoined, ** That for those who 
spoke worse of kings than they deserved, he could 
find no excuse; but that he could more easily con- 
ceive how some might speak better of them than 
they deserved, without any ill intention ; for, as 
kings had much in • their power to give, those who 
wexe favoured by them would frequently, fron^ 
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' gratitude, exaggerate thdr praises; and as this- 
proceeded from a good motire, it was certainly ex- 
cusable, as far as error could be excusable." 

The king then asked bim what he thought of 
Dr. Hill. Johnson answered, that he was an in» 
genious man, bat had no yeracity ; and immediately 
mentioned, as an instance of it, an assertion of 
tiiat writer, that he had seen objects magnified to a 
much greater degree by using three or four micro- 
scopes at a time than by using one. " Now," added 
Johnson, •* every one acquainted with microscopes 
knows, that the more of them he looks tbrougfa, 
the less the object will appear."* ** Why," replied 

~ the king, ** this is not only telling an untruth, bat 
telling it clumsily ; for, if that be the case, every 
on& who can look through a microscope will be iU>te 
to detect him." 

** I now," said Johnson to his friends, when re- 
lating what had passed, << began to consider that I 

. was depreciating this man in the estimation of his 
sovereign, and thought it was time for me to say 
something that might be more &«oarab)e." He 
added, therefore, that Dr. Hill was, nolwithstaiuU 
ing, a very curious observer ; and if he would have 
been contented to tell the world no more than he 
ftnew, he might have been a very considerable man, 
and needed not to have recourse to such mean ex- 
pedients to raise his reputation. 

The king then talked of literary journals, men- 
tioned particularly the Jaumai de$ Savons, and 
asked Johnson if it was well done. Johnson said, 

* In this assertion, Johnson showed his own ignorance of 
the subj«ot.^i;ef. 
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, U was formerly'Tery well done ; and gave some ac* 
count of the.persons who began it, and carried. it on 
for some years ; enlarging, af the same time, on the 
nature and use of such worlds. The king then aslced 
film if it was well done now. Johnson answered, 
be had no reason to thin It that it was. The king 
then asked him if there were any other literary 
journals published in this kingdom, except the 
Monthly and Critical Reviews ; and on being an- 
swered, there was no other, his majesty asked 
which of them was the best : Johui<on answered, 
that the Monthly Review was done with most care, 
the Critical upon the best principles ; adding, that 
the authors of the Monthly Review were enemies to 
the church : this, the king said he was sorry to 
hear. - 

The conversation next turned on the Philosophi- 
cal Transactions, when Johnson observed, that they 
had now a better method of arranging their mate* 
rials than formerly. " Ay," saidjthe king, " they 
are obliged to Dr. Johnson for that ;" for his ma- 
jesty had heard and remembered the jcircumstancc, 
which Johnson iiimself had forgot. , 

His majesty expressed a desire to have the lite- 
rai7 biography of tliis country ably executed, and 
proposed to Dr. Johnson to undertake it. Johnson 
signified his readiness to comply with his majesty's 
wishes. 

During the whole of this interview, Johnson 
talked to his majesty with profound respect, but 
still. in his firm, manly manner, with a souoroui 
voice, and never in that subdued tone, which is 
commonly used at the levee, and in the drawing 
room. After the king withdrew, Johnson showed 
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himself high\j pleased «yith his iniije8(y*is conrer* 
sation and graeioas behavionr. He said to Mr. 
Barnard, *' Sir, tliey may talk of tlie king as they 
will, but he is the finest gentleman I have ever 
seen." And he afterwards observed to Mr. Laiig- 
ton, ** Sir, his manners are those of as a fine a gen- 
tleman as we may suppose Lonis the Fourteenth, or 
Charles the Second." 

Mrs. Montague, a lady distinguished for haHiig 
written an Essay on Shakspeare, being mentioned : 
— ^Reynolds. " I think that Essay does her honour.** 
JOflNsoy. **yes, sir, it does her honour, but it 
would do nobody else honour. I have, indeed, not 
read it all ; but when I take up the end of a web, 
and find it packthread, I do not expect,-by looking 
farther, to find embroidery. Sir, I will venture to 
say, there is not one sentence of true criticism in 
her book." OARRrcK. " Bat, sir, surely it shows 
how much Voltaire has mistaken Shakspeare, 
which nobody else has done." Johnson. ** Sir, 
nobody else has thought it worth while ; and what 
merit is there in that ? You may as well praise a 
school-master for whipping a boy who has con- 
strued ill. No, sir, there is no real criticism in it ; 
none, showing the beauty of thought, as foi'med on 
the workings of the human heart."* 

Johnson proceeded — " ITie Scotchman haS taken 
the right method in his Elemeil^ts of Criticism. I 
do not mean that he, has taught us any thing ; but 
he has told as old things in a new way."" Murphy. 
** He seems to have read a great deal of French 

* Ag an answerj however, to Voltaire, Johnson allowed it 
fhe merit of being conclusive cut homincM. 
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critichm, and wants to make it bts own ; as if he 
had been for years anatomising the heart of mau> 
and peeping into every cranoy of \i.** Goldsmiti}. 
^* It is easier to write that boolc than to read it.*' 
Johnson. ** We have an- example of true criticism 
in Bnrlce^s Essay on the Sublime and Beaatifnl ; 
and, if I recollect, there is also Da Bos ; and Bou- 
honrSy who shows all beauty to depend on truth. 
There is no great merit in telling how many plays 
have ghosts in them, and how this ghost is better 
than that. You must show how terror is impressed 
on the human heart.— ^In the description of night in 
Macbeth, the beetle and the bat detract from the 
general idea of darkness, — inspissated gloom.*' 
' Johnson spoke unfavourably of a certain pretty 
Toiufflinous anthor, saying, " He used to write 
anonymous books, and then other books commend- 
ing those books, in which there was something of 
rascality." • 

He said, ** I am very ni^willing to reaii the manu- 
scripts of authors, and give them my opinion. If 
the authors who apply to me have money, I bid 
them boldly print without a name ; if they have 
written in order to get money, I tell them to go ta 
the booksellers, and make the besjt bargain they 
can." BoswELL. '^ But, sir, if a bookseller shouM 
bring yon a manuscript to look at ?'' Johnson. 
'** Why, sir, I would desire the booksdler to take it 
away." 

He talked with approbation of an intended edi- 
tion of the Spectator, with notes ; two volumes of 
which had been prepared by a gentleman eminent 
in tlie literary world, and the materials which he 
had collected for the zemainder had been transfer- 
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red to another hand. He observed, thftt all works, 
which, describe manners, require notes in sixty or 
seventy year», or less; and told us, he had com- 
municated, all he knew that could throw light upon 
the Spectator. He said, Addison bad made his sir 
Andrew Freeport a true Whig, arguing against gi- 
ving charity to beggars, and throwing out other 
such ungracious sentiments ; but that he had 
thought better, and made amends by making him 
found an hospital for decayed farmers. He called 
for the volume of the Spectator, in which that ac* 
count is contained, and read it aloud to the com* 
pany: he read so well, that every thing acquired 
additional weight and gr^ce from his utteraiice. 

'' What an expense, sir," said Bos well to hina, 
** do you put us to, in buying books to which you 
have written prefaces or dedfcations V Johnson. 
** Why I have dedicated to the royal family all 
round; that is to say, to the last generation of the 
royal family." Goldsmith. ** And, perhaps, sir, 
not one sentence of wit in a whole dedication." 
Johnson. ** Perhaps not, sir." Boswell. "What 
'then is the reason for applying to a particular per- 
son to do that which any one may do as well ?*' 
Johnson. " Why, sir, one man has greater readi- 
ness at doing it than another." 

Mr. Andrew Stuart'» elegant and plausible Let- 
ters to lord Mansfield, a copy of which had been 
sent by the author to Dr. Johnson, were mentioned. 
Johnson. ** They have not answered the end : 
they have not been talked of; I have never heard - 
of them. This is owing to their not being sold : 
people seldom read a book which is given to them ; 
and few ai*e given, , The way to spread a work i§. to 
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sell H at a low price : no nao fvlU aeod to buy a 
thing that costs even sixpence, without an intention 
to read it." 

The character of Mallet having been introduced, 
and spoken of slightingly by Goldsmith : Johnson. 
" Why, sir, MaHet had talents enongh to keep his 
literary reputation alive as long as he himseltlived ; 
and that, let me tell you, is a good deal. Goldsmith. 
" But I cannot agree that it was so : his literary 
reputation was dead long before his' natural death. 
I consider an author's literary reputation to be 
alive only while his name will insure a good price 
for his copy from the booksellers. V will get you 
(to Johnson) a hundred guitieas for any thing 
whatever that you shall write, if you put your name 
to it." 

Speaking of Rolt, to whose Dictionary of Com- 
merce Dr. Johnson wrote the preface. Johnson. 
*' Old Gardner the bookseller employed Rolt and 
Smart to write a monthly miscellany, called The 
Universal Visitor. There was. a formal written 
contract, which Allen the printer saw. They were 
bound to write nothing else ; they were to have, I 
think, a third of the profits of his sixpenny pam- 
phlet ; and the contract was for ninety- nine years. 
I wish I had thought of giving this to Thurlow, in 
the cause about literary property : what an excel- 
lent instance would it have been of the oppression 
of booksellers, towards poor authors !" (rsmiiing) 
Davies, zealous for the honour of the trade, said, 
Gardner was not properly a bookseller. Johnson. 
" Nay, sir ; he certainly was a bookseller : he had 
served his time regularly, was a member of the sta- ' 
tiooers* company, kept a shop in tbe face of mani- 
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kind, parchftsed copy-right, and was a l^Hopoie, 
sir, in every sense. I wrote for soi&e months in 
the Universal Visitor, for poor Smart, while he was 
mad; not then Icnowing the terms on which he 
was engaged to write, and thinking I was doing 
him good. I hoped his wits woold soon ret am to 
him ; mine returned to me, and I wrote iu the Uni« 
versal Visitor no longer." 

Johnson nobly said, when Boswell talked toliim 
4)f the feeble, though shrill outcry, that 'had been 
raised against his Lives of the Poets, ** Sir, I con- 
sidered myself as entrusted with a certain portion 
of truth; I have given my opinion sincerely — ^let 
them show where they think me wrong,*' 

Boswdl censured some ludicrous fantastic dia- 
logues between two coach horses, and other such 
stuff, which Baretti had lately puUished. Johnson 
jmned with Boswell, and said, ** Nothing odd will 
do long : Tristram Shandy did not last." 

Boi^well mentioned Dr. Adam Smith's book on 
the Wealtl\ of Nations, which was just publishtd ; 
and. that sir John Pringle had observed to him, that 
Dr. Smith, who had never been in trade, could not 
he expected to write well on that subject, any more 
than a lawyer upon physic. Johnson. ''He is 
mistaken, sir : a man who has never been engaged 
in trade himself may undoubtedly write well upott 
trade ; and there is nothing which requires moi^ 
tp be illustrated by philosophy, than trade does. Aat 
to mere wealth, that is to say, money, it is clear, 
that one nation or one individual cannot increase 
its store but by making another poorer : but trade 
procures what is more vaioable, the reciprocation 
^ the peculiar advantages of different eountriei 
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A QEiercbant seldom thinks but of his own partiini- 
iar trade. To write a good- book upon it, a man 
must have extensire views. It is not necessary to 
have practised, to write well upon a subject.'* 
BoswELL. *' Law is a subject, on which no man 
can write well without practice." Johnson. 
" Why, sir, in England, where so much money is 
to be got by the practice of the law, most of wr 
writers upon it hav« been in practice ; .though 
Blackstone had not been much in practice when he 
published his Commentaries ; but upon the conti- 
nent, the great writers on law have not all been in 
practice : Grotius indeed was ; bat Puffendorf was 
not ; Burlamaqui was not.*' 



No. II. 

AUTHORS* 

In 1745, Johnson published a pamphlet, entitled 
V Miscellaneous Observations on the Tk'agedy oi 
Macbeth, with Remarks on sir T. H.'s (sir Thomas 
Hanmer's) Edition of Shakspeare ;" to which he 
affixed proposals for a new edition ofthatpoet*- 
This pamphlet was highly esteemed, and was (ot^ 
innate enough to obtain the approbation even of 
the superdlious Warburton himself, who, in the 
preface to his Shakspeare, published tyfo years after* 
wards, thus mentioned it : << As to all those things 
whicli have been published under the titles, of Efrr 
says. Remarks, Observations, &c on Shakspeaire, if 
you except some Critical Notes on Macbeth, given 
« a specimen of a prtgected edition, and written. 
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M appears, by a mao of parts and genius, the rest 
are absolateky below a serioas notice.*' 

Of this flattering distinction shown to him by 
Warborton, a very gratefnl remembrance was ever 
entertained by Johnson^ who said, '* He prused 
me at a time vhen praise was of valne to me." 

The year 1747 is distinguished as the epoch when. 
Johnson's ardoons work, his Digtiomary op thb 
English Language, was announced to the world 
by the poblication of its Plan or Prospectus. The 
booksellers who contracted with Johnson, single 
and uoaided, for the execution of a work, which, 
in other countries, has not been effected but by the 
co-operating exertions of many, were Mr. Robert 
Dodsley, Mr. Charles Hitch, Mr. Andrew Millar, 
the two Messieurs Longman, and the two Messieurs 
Knapton. The price stipulated was fifteen hondred 
gnineas. 

The Plan was addressed to Philip Dormer, 
earl of Chesterfield, then one of his majesty's 
principal secretaries of state — a nobleman who was 
very ambitions of li(erai7 distinctidn, and who, 
upon being inTormed of the design, had expressed 
himsieif in terms very favourable to its success. 
There is, perhaps, in every tlnngof any consequence, 
a seck'et history, which it would be amusing to 
know, could we have it authentically commnni- 
cated. Johnson told Boswell, " Sir, the way in 
which the plan of my Dictionary oame to be in- 
scribed to lord Chesterfield, was this : ( had neg- 
lected to write it by the time appointed ; Dodsley 
suggested a desire to have it addressed .to lord 
Chesterfield ; I laid hold of this as a pretext for 
dciay» that, it might be better done^and let Dpdildy 
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have his desire. I said to my friend, Dr. Bathurst, 
* Now if any good comes of my addressing to lord 
Chesterfield, it will be ascribed to deep policy^ 
when, lu fact, it was only a casual excuse for lazi- 
ness.' " ' 

Dr. Taylor told Boswell, that Johnson sent his 
Plan to him in manuscript, for his perusal; and that 
when it was lying upon his table, Mr. William 
Whitehead happened to pay him a visit, and being 
sliown It, was highly pleased with such parts of it 
as he had time to read, and begged to take it home 
with him, which he was allowed to do; that from ' 
him it got into tlve hands of a noble lord, who car- 
ried it to lord Chesterfield. When Taylor observed 
that this might be an advantage, Johnson replied, 
'f No, sir, it would have come out with more bloom, 
if it bad not been seen befoi'e by any body." 

Dr. Adams found him one day busy at his Die- 
nonary, when the following dialogue ensued r-^- 
Adams. " This is a great work, sir : how a^je you 
to get all the etymologies ?" Johnsom. " Why, 
rir, here is a shelf with Junius, and Skinner, and 
ethers ; and there is a Welsh gentleman who has 
published a collection of Welsh proverbs, who win 
help me with the Welsh." Adams. ** But, sir, 
bow can yon do this in three years ?" Johnson. 
'* Sir, I have no doubt that I cav do it in three 
years/' Adams. ** Bat the French Academy, 
which consists of forty members, took forty yeacs 
to compile their Dictionary." Johnson. " Sir, 
Uius it is; this is the proportion: let me see — 
forty times forty is sixteen hundred: as three to 
ilxteen hutfdred,8o is the proportion of an English- 
maa to a Freacbmao.^ With io^muchease anjl plea- 
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88Dtry tonld he talk of that prodigbaa labour whieh 
he had oDdertaken to execute. 

When the Dictionary was upon the eve at publi- 
cation, lord Chesterfield^ who, it is said, had fiat- 
tered himself with expectations that Johnson would 
dedicate the wort to him, attempted, in a comtlj 
iiianuer» to soothe and insinnate himself with the 
the 8ag% cooKions, as it should seem, of the cold 
indifference with which he had treated its IdEumed 
author ; and farther attempted tocondtiate him, by 
writing two papers in The World, in recommenda- 
tion of the work ; and it must be confessed, that 
they contain some studied compliments, so finely 
tamed, that, if there had been no preirioos offence, 
it is probaUe Johnson would have been liighly de- 
lightedi Pndse, in general, was pleasing to him ; 
but, by praise from a man of rank and elegant ac* 
compHshments, he was peculiarly gratified. 
• This courtly device failed of its effect. Johnson,- 
who thought that " all was false and hoUow»" de» 
S{nsed the honeyed words, and was even indignant 
tiiait lord Chesterfield should, for a moment, ima« 
gine that he could be the dupe of such an artifice. 

' His expression to Boswell concerning lord Chester- 
field, upon this occasion, was, *' Sir, after making 
great professions, he had, for many years, taken no 

' notice of me ; but when my Dictionary was coming 
out, he fell a scribbling in The World about it : 
upon which, I wrote him a letter, expressed indvH 
terms, but such as might show him that 1 did not 
mind what he said or wrote, and that I had done 
with him." 

Dr. Johnson appeared to have had a «eraarkable^ 
delicacy with respect to the drculation of this let- 
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ler ; for Dr. Douglas, bishop of Salisbury, Informed 
Boswell, that, having many years ago pressed him to 
be allowed to read it to the second lord Hardwicke, 
who was very desirous to hear it (promising, at the 
same time, that no copy of it should be talien) ; 
Johnson seemed much pleased, that it had attracted 
the attention of a nobleman of such a respectable 
character ; but, after pausing some time, declined 
to comply with the request ; saying, with a smile, 
*' No, sir, I have hurt the dog too much already ;'' 
or words to this purpose. 

Dr. Adams expostulated with Johnson, and sng^ 
gested, that hfs not being admitted when he called 
on him, to which Johnson had alluded in his letter, 
was probably not to be imputed to lord Chesterfield ; 
for his lordship had declared to Dodsley, that " he 
would have turned off the best servant he ever had , 
if he had known that he denied him to a man who 
would have been always more than welcome ;*' and 
in confirmation of this, he insisted on lord Ches- 
terfield's general affability and easiness of access, 
especially to literary men. Johnson. *' Sir, that is 
not lord Chesterfield ; he is the proudest man this 
day existing.'* Adams. ** No, there is one person, 
at least, an proud ; I think, by your own account, 
you are the prouder man of the two." Johnson. 
« But mine was! defensive pride.*' * This, as Dr. 
Adiams well observed, was one of those happy turns, 
for which he was so remarkably ready. 

Johnson having now explicitly avowed his opinion 
of lord Chesterfield, did not refrain from express- 
ing himself concerning that nobleman with pointed 
freedom ; *' This man," said he, *' I thought had 
been a lord among wits^ but I find he is only a 
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wit amoog lords !'* And whea his letto^ to his 
natural son were published, he obserred, <' tbef 
teach the morals of a whore, and the manners of a 
dancing-master.'* 

In 1776, Boswell showed him as a curiosity which 
he had discovered, his Transition of Lobo's Accouof 
of Abyssinia, which sir John Pringle had lent, it 
being then little known as one of his works. He 
said, " Take no nodce of it," or, "don't talk of it.*' 
tie seemed to think it beneath him, though done at 
six and twenty. Boswell said to him, " Your style, 
sir, is much improved since you translated this.** 
He answered, with a sort of triumphant smile, ** Sir, 
I hope it is." 

Mr. afterwards Dr. Buroey, during a ri$it to the 
capita], had an interview with him in Gough-square, 
where he dined and drank tea with him, and was 
introduced to the acquaintance of Mrs^ Williams. 
After dinner. Dr. Johnson proposed to Mr. Buroey 
to go up with him into bis garret, which being ac- 
cepted, be there found five or six Greek folios, a 
deal writiBg^dQsk, and a chair and a half. Johnson, 
^ving to bis guest the entire seat, tottered himself 
on one with only three legs and one arm. Here he 
gave Mr. Burney Mrs^ Williams's history, and 
showed bim some volumes of bis Shakspeare al- 
ready printed, to prove that he was in ^earnest. Upon 
Mr. Buruey. s opening the first volume, at the Mer- 
chant of Venice, he observed to him, that he seemed 
to be more severe on Warburton than Theobald. 
JoHNSotv. '* O poor Hb ! he was ready knocked 
down to my hands ; Warburton stands between me 
and him." Burney. " But, sir, you'll have War- 
burton upou your bones, won't you ?" Jobnson. 
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«* No, sir, he*ll not come out; he*U only growl in 
his den." Burney. " But you think, sir, that War- 
hurtou is a superior critic to Theobald ?*' Johnson. 
** O, sir, he'd make two and fifty Theobalds, cat 
into slices V The worst of Warburton is, that he 
has a rage for saying something, when there's no- 
thing to be said/* Burney. ** Have you seen the 
letters which Warburton has written in answer taa 
pamphlet, addressed To the most impudent Man 
alive ?" Johnson. " No> sir." Burney. *• It is 
snpi)osed to be written by Mallet.*' ITie contro- 
versy at this time raged between the friends of Pope 
and Bolingbroke ; and Warburton and Mallet were 
the leaders of the several parties. Mr. Bnrney 
asked him then if he had seen Warburton's book 
against Boiingbroke's Philosophy ? Johnson. "No, 
sir, I have never read Boliugbroke's impiety, and 
therefore am not interested ^about its confutation." 
* SirThomaj} Robinson sitting with Johnson, said, 
that the king of Prussia valued himself upon three 
things ;-<-Qpon being a hero, a musician, and an au- 
thor. , Johnson. '* Pretty well, sir, for one man. 
As to hb being an autlior, I have not looked at. his 
poetry ; but his prose is poor stuff: he writes just 
as you may suppose Voltaire's footboy to do, who 
has been his amanuensis. He has such parts as the 
valet might have, and about as much of the colour- 
ing of the style as might be got by transcribing his 
works." When Boswell was at Ferney, he repeated 
this to Voltaire, in order to reconcile him some- 
what to Johnson, whom he, in affecting the English 
mode of expression, had previously characterised as 
** a superstitious dog;*' but after hearing such a 
criticism on Frederick the Great^ with whom he was 
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tben on btd terms^ be esclftimed^ ** An hodeSt 
fellow 1" 

Upon this contemptnotiB animadversion on the 
king of Prussia, Boswell observed to Johnson, ** ft 
would seem then, sir, that much less parts are ne- 
cessary to make a king, than to make an author ; 
for the king, of Prussia is confessedly the greatest 
king now in Europe, yet you think he makes a Tery 
poor figure as an author." 

Of the celebrated dean of St. Patrick's, Johnson 
said, " Swift has a higher reputation than he de-' 
series. His excelletfce is strong sense ; for Ms 
humour, though very well, is not remarkably good. 
I doubt whether the Tsde of a Tub be his; ^r 
he never owned it, and It is much' above his usmil 
roaonen*' 

Another time. Swift having been mentioned, John- 
son, as usual, treated him with little i^pect as -an 
author. Some of the company endeavoured to sup- 
port the dean by various arguments; one, in partico.' 
lar, praised bis Conduct of the Allies. Johnson. 
** Sir, bis Conduct of the Allies is a performance 
of very little ability," Dr. Douglas.- " Sufely, sir, 
you must allow it ha& strong facts." Johnson. 
*^ Why yes, sir; but what is that to the merit of 
the composition ? In the Sessions-paper of the Old 
Bailey there are strong focts : house-breakiug is a 
strong fact ; robbery is a strong fact ; and murder is 
2i^fMghtjf strong fact : but, is great praise due to tfaq 
historian of those strong facts ? No, sir ; Swift h^ 
toid what he had to tell distinctly enough, but that 
lA all. He had to count ten, and he has counted it 
right."— Then recollecting that Mr. Davies, by act- 
ing as an k^imMr^ had l)een tile occasion of hl^^ 
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Ulking somewliat too harsbly to liis friend Dr. 
Percy, for which probably, when the first ebnllitiop 
was over, he felt some compubction-— he took an op- 
portunity to g^?e him a hit $ so added, with a pre- 
paratory laugh^ << Why, sir, Tom Datries might have 
written the. Coodact of the Allies." Poor Tom 
being suddenly dragged into ludicrous notice in 
presence of the Scottish doctors, to whom he was 
ambitious of appearing to adrantage, was grievously 
mortified* Nor did his punishment jest here ; for, 
upon subsequent occasions, whenever he, ** states- 
man all o'er," assumed a strutting importance. Bos- 
well used to hail him—'' The author of the Conduct 
o/theJUiee/* 

Johnson, in high spirits one evening at the dub, 
attacked Swift, as he used to do upon all occasions* 
*' The Tale of a Tub is so much superior to his 
other writings, that one can hardly believe he was 
the author of it ; there is in it such a vigour of 
mind, such a swarm of thoughts, so much of nature, 
and art, and life." Boswell wondered to hear him 
say of Gulliver's Travels, ** When once you have 
thought of big men and little men, it is very easy to 
do all the rest." He endeavoured to make a stand 
for Swift, and tried to rouse those who were much 
more able to defend him^ but in vain. Johnson, a| 
last, of his own accord, allowed very great merit to 
the inventory of articles found in the pocket of" the 
Man Mountain," particularly the description of h!s 
watch, which it was conjectured was his god, as he 
consulted it upon all occasions. He observed, that 
'' Swift put his name to but two things (after he 
had a name to put), The Plan for the Improvement 
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of the Engligh laugnage, and the last Drapier's 
Lclter." 

JEohnson laaghed heartily when BosweU men- 
tioued to him a saying of his concerniDg Mr. Tho> 
mas Sheridan, which Foote took a wicked pleasure 
to drcniate. ** Why, sir. Sherry is dull; nata- 
rally dull : ^ut it must have taken him a great deal 
of pains to become what we now see him : such an 
excess of stupidity, sir, is not in natnre ; so I al- 
lowed him all his own merit." 
' He now added, '< Sheridan cannot bear me. I 
bring his declamation to a point : I ask him a plain 
question, * What do you mean to teach ?' Beside, 
sir, what influence can Mr. Sheridan have upon the 
language of this great country, by his narrow exer- 
tions ? Sir, it is burning a farthing candle at Dover, 
to show light at Calais." 

Talking of a barrister, who had a bad utterance, 
some one, to rouse Johnson, wickedly said, that he 
was unfortunate in not having been taught oratory 
by Sheridan. Johnson. " Nay, sir, if he had been 
taught by Sheridan, he would have cleared the 
room.*' Garrick. *' Sheridan has too much vanity 
to be a good man." We shall now see Johnson's 
mode of defending a man ; taking him into his own 
hands, and discriminating. JoiInson. '' No, sir ; 
there is, to be sure, in Sheridan, something to re- 
prebend, and every thing to laugh at ; but, sir, he 
18 not a bad man. No, sir ; were mankind to be 
divided into good and bad, he would stand considera- 
bly \nthin the ranks of good : and, sir, it must be 
allowed that Sheridan excels in plain declamation^ 
though he can exhibit no character." 
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' t)f tliis gentleman, on a subsequent occasion, he 
remarked, " that he neither wanted parts nor litera- 
ture; but his vaniiy and Quixotism obscured hi^ 
merits." 

Boswell expressed his opinion of his friend I^er- 
rick, as but a poor writer. Johnson. " To be 
sure, sir, he is ; but you are to consider, tl>at his 
being a literary man has got for him all that he has ; 
it has made him king of Bath. Sir, he has nothing 
to say for himself but that he is a writer ; had be 
not been a writer, he must have been sweeping the 
crossings in the streets, and asking halfpence from 
every body that passed." 

*• In justice, however, to the memory of Mr. 
Derrick," adds Boswell, *' who was my first' tutor in 
the ways of London, and showed me the town in all 
its variety of departments, both literary and sport* 
Ive, the particulars of which Dr. Johnson advised 
raeto put into writing — it is proper to mention what 
Johnson, at a subsequent period, sidd of him, both 
as a writer and an editor : * Sir, I have often said, 
that if Derrick's letters had been written by one of a 
more established name, they would have been thought 
very pretty letters.' And, * I sent Derrick to Dryden's 
relations, to gather materials for his life ; and I be- 
lieve he got all that I myself should have got.' " 

Johnson said once to Boswell, ''Sir, I honour 
Derrick for his presence of mind. One night, when 
Floyd, another poor author, was wandering about 
the streets in the night, he found Derrick fast 
asleep upon a bulk. Upon being suddenly waked. 
Derrick started up : ' My dear Floyd, I am sorry to 
itee you in this destitute state ; will yon go home 
with me to my lodgings /' " • 
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One evening, when aome of Dr. Kenrick*a wofks 
were mentioned, Goldsmith said he had never. heur^ 
of them ; upon which Dr. Johnson observed, *^ Siirj, 
he is one of the many who have made themselves 
public, without making themselves ktiown" 

Of Guthrie, he said,^^' Sir, he is a man of parts* 
He has no great regular fund of knowledge $ bat, by 
reading so long, and writing so long, he no dcmb^ 
has picked up a good deal." 

He praised SignorBaretti. '' His account of Italy 
is a very entertaining book ; and, sir, I know ao 
man who carries his bead higher In conversatioii 
than Baretti. There are strong powers in his mind* 
He has not, indeed^ many hooks ; but with what 
hooks he has, he grapples very forcibly." 

Lord Lyttelton's Dialogues he deemed a nugatory 
performance, '* That man," said he, *' sat down 
to write a book, to tell the world what the world 
had all his life been telling him." 

Speaking ofBoethius, who was the favourite writer 
of the middle ages, he said it was very surprising^ 
" that upon such a subject, and in such a situa* 
tion, he should be mtfgh pAUasopAut fuam Cbristi^ 
anus" 

Of the late Mr. Mallet he spoke with no great 
respect j said, he was ready for any dirty job ; tha| 
he had written against Byng at the instigation of 
the ministry, and was equally ready to write foT 
him, provided he found his account in it. 

Of Dr. Kennicott's Collations, he observed, that« 
though the text should not be much mended thereby, 
yet it was no small advantage to know that we had 
as good a text as the most consummate industry and 
diligence could procure. . ; 
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speaking of the old earl of Cork and Orrei^, he 
«nd>* '' that mAn spent his life in catching at an 
abject [literary eminence], which hte had not powet 
to grasp." 

Of Barke he said, '* it was commonly observed, 
he spoke too often in parliameot $ but nobody could 
«^ he did not speak well, though too frequently, and 
t«o familiarly." 

Talking of TacUvs, Boswell hazarded an opinion, 
tku with all his merit for penetratiofi, shrewdness 
of judgment, and terseness of expression, he was 
too oompact, too much broken into hints, as it 
were, and therefore too difficnlt to be understood 
Dr. JohusoQ sanctioned this opinion. *' Tacitus^ 
sir, aeems to me rather to have made notes for an 
Mstorieal work, than tohavid written a history." * 

He said, '^Barnet^s History of his own Times is 
very entertftining'i the style, indeed^ ismei^chit^ 
«bat. i do not believe* that Burnet intentionally 
IkA ; but he was so mndi pr^ttdiced, that he took 
iwr pains to ^d oat the truth. He was like a man 
who resolves to regulate his time by a ceitaia 
vratch, but will not inquire, whether the watch is 
right or hot." 

Ooldsmith belUf mentioned— %FotfNsoN« " It I9 
amaslifg how little Goldsmith knows : he seldom 
comes: where he is ndi nu>re ignorant than any one 
else." Stit J6stluii Rbvnolds. '< Yetj there is no 
nMm whose company is ihore liked." Johnson. 
*' To be sore^ sir, when people find a man of the 



• Lord Monboddo, whom, on eccOimt Of his tesettiVHng 
Df. Johnscfn In some particulBrs^ fViote caHed «n l^^etir 
edftldnofhiiB, hto mode tbo lama tmksak. 
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most distiogiiifihed abilities as a writer, their infierior 
while he is with them, it must be highly gratifying 
to them. What Goldsmith comically says of him- 
self, is very true — ^he always gets the better when he 
argues alone fmeaniog, that he is master-of a subject 
in his study, and can write well upon it ; but when 
lie comes into company,he grows confused,and unable 
to talk. Take him as a poet, his Traveller is a very 
fine performance ; ay, and so is his Deserted Vil- 
lage, were it not sometimes too much the echo of 
his Traveller. Whether, indeed, we take him as a 
poet, as a comic 'writer, or as an historian — he 
stands in the first class." Boswell. ** An histo- 
rian !' my dear sir, you will surely not rank his 
compilation of the Roman history with the works 
of other historians of this age ?" Johnson. " Why, 
who are before him?** Boswell. ** Hume, — 
Robcrt8on,"^Lord Lyttelton." Johnson. (His an- 
tipathy to the Scotch beginning to rise.) " I have 
not read Hume ; but, doubtless. Goldsmith's His- 
tory is better than the verbiage of Robertson, or the 
foppery of Dalrymple.'* Boswell. " Will j-ou not 
admit the superiority of Robertson, in whose his- 
tory we find such penetration — ^such painting?" 
jToHNSON. " Sir, you must consider how that pene- 
tration and that paintmg are employed ; it is not 
history, it is imagination. He who describes what 
he never saw, draws from fancy. Robertson paints 
minds, as sir Joshua paints faces in a history piece; 
lie imagines an heroic countenance. You must look' 
upon Robertson*s work as romance, and try it by 
that standard : history it is not. Besides, sir, it is 
the great excellence of a writer to put into his book 
as much as his book will hold. Goldsmith has 
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done this ia his History. Now, Bobertsoii might 
have [rat twice as much into his bool^. Plobertson is 
like a man who has paclsed gold in wool ; the wool 
takes up more ropm than the gold. No, sir; I - 
always thought Robertson would be crushed by hiji 
own weight — would be buried under his own orna- 
ments. Goldsmith tells you shortly all you want to 
know : Robertson detains you a desd too long. 
No man will read Robertson's cumbrous detail a 
second time; but Goldsmith's plain narrative will 
please again and again. I would say to Robert- 
son what an old tutor of a college said to one of 
his ^pupils : ' Read over your compositions ; and 
wherever you meet with a passage which you think 
is particularly fine, strike It out.' Goldsmith's 
abridgement' is better than that of Lucius Florus, 
or Eutropius ; and I will venture to say, that if you 
compare him with Vertot, in the same places of the 
Roman History, you will find that he excels Vertot. 
Sir, he has the art of. compiling, and of spying 
, every thing he has to say in a pleasing manner, ^e 
is now writing a Natural History, and will make it 
as enterts^ining as a Persian Tale." 

Boswell adds, *' I cannot dismiss the present 
topic without observing, that it is prob&ble that Dr. 
Johnson, who owned that he often ' talked for vic^'' 
tory,' rather urged plausible objections to Dr. Ro- 
- bertson's excellent historical works, in the ardour 
of contest, than expressed his real and decided 
opinion ; for it is not easy to suppose, that he 
should so widely differ from the rest of the literary 
world." 

Johnson praised John Bunyan highly. His Pil- 
grim's Progress has great merit both for inventionj 
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imagiaatioa^ anft ike 6ondtBtet of the story ;' and H 
haa had the befit evidence of it» iherit, the general 
and contina^d approbatioo of maokiad : fewbookt, 
I belieT(;, have had a mora extensive sale. Jt is re*- 
markaUe, that it begins very maeb like the poem of 
Dante; yet there was bo translation of Dante when 
Biinyan wrote. There is reason to think that he 
had read'SpeniSer." 

Some of the company expressed a wonder, why 
the Hitthor of so excellent a book as the Whole Duty . 
of Man shonid conceal himself. Johnsoh. "There 
liiay be different reasons assigned for this, any one 
of which would be very snffident. He may have been, 
a clergyman, and may have thought that his rett^ 
gioQS counsels would have less weight when knows' 
to come from a man whose profession ww tbeiK. 
logy. He may have been a man whose practice was 
not suitable to bis principles ; so that his character 
might injure the effect of bis bode, which he had 
written in a season of penitence. Or, he*may have 
' been a* man of rigid self..denial ; so that he would' 
have no reward for his pious labours while in this 
world, but refer it all to afnture state." 

He talked of Isaac Walton's Lives, which was 
one of his most favourite books : Dr. Donne's Life, 
be said, was the most perfect of them. He ob- 
served, that *< it was wonderAil that Walton, who 
was in a very low situation in life, should have been 
fiimiiiariy received by so many great men, and thai 
at a time when the ranks of society were kept more 
separate than they are now." 

Johnson praised the Spectator, particularly tbo 
character of sir Roger de Coverley. He said, " Sir 
Roger did not die a violent deaths as has geocraUy 



d by Google 



* AUTHORS. 37 

been fmided: he was not kHIed ; lie died only be- 
cfiuie others were to die, and because his death af- 
ford^ an opportnnity to Addison of some very fine 
writing. We^iave the example of Cen'antes making 
Don Quixote die. I never could see why sir Roger 
is represented as a little cracked. It appears to me> 
ibat the story of the widow was intended to have 
-something superindoced upon it ; but thesuperstmc- 
tun! did Bot come.*' 

l^tking of the eminent writers in queen Annc*a 
reii^R, he observed, «*j, think Dr. Arbuthnot th^ 
first man among them : he was the most universal 
genius \ being an excellent physician, a man of deep 
learning, and a man of much humour. Mr. Addison 
was, to be sure, a great man: his learning was not 
profound; but his nrarality, his humour, and his 
el^ance of writing, set him very high." 

** Addison wrote Budgeirs papers Tn the Specta- 
tor, at least mended them so much, that he made 
them almost his own ; and Draper, Ton son's part- 
. aer, assured Mrs. Johnson, that the much admired 
epilogne to the Distressed Mother, which came out 
in Budgell's name, was in reality written by Addi- 
son." 

He recommended Dr. Cheyne's books. Bos well 
said, he thought Oheyne had been reckoned whim- 
sical; Johnson. '* So he was in some things ; but 
there is no end of objections. There are few books 
to which some objection or other may not be made.*' 
He added, '* I would not have you read any thing 
«slse of Cbeyne, but hisjbook pn Health, and his 
fiogUali Malady." 

Fielding being mentioned, Johnson exclaimed, 
" He was % blockhead :" and, upon Boswell's ex- 
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pressing his astonishment at so strange an assertion^' 
he said, " What I mean by being a blockhead is, 
that he was a barren rascal." Boswbll. " Will you 
not allo^y sir, that he draws very natural pictures 
of human life ?" Johnson. " Why, sir, it is of very 
low life. Richardson used to say, that had he not 
known who Fielding was, he should have believed 
he was an ostler, ^ir, there is more kuowledge.of 
the heart in one letter of Richardson's, than in all 
Tom Jones.* I, indeed, never read Joseph Andrew®-*' 
Erskine. " Surely, sir, Richardson is very tedious," 
Johnson. " Why, sir, if you were to read Richard^ 
. son for the story, your impatience would be so much - 
fretted, that you would hang yourself: but^ you 
must read him for the sentiment, and consider the 
story as only giving occasion to the sentiment." . 

A book of travels, lately published under the title 
of Coriat Junior, and written by Mr. Paterson, was 
mentioned. Johnson said, this book was in iuuta- 
tioo of Sterne, and not of Coriat, whose name 
Paterson had chosen as a whimsical one. " Tom 
Coriat," said he, *^ was a humourist about the court 
of James the First. He had a mixture of learning, 
of wit, and of buffoonery. He first travelled through 
Europe, and published his travels: he afterwards 
travelled on foot through Asia, and had made many 

* ** JohnBon's severity against Fielding did not arise from 
any viciousness in his style, but from his loose life, and the^ 
profligacy of almost all his male characters. Who would 
venture to read one of his novels aloud to modest women? 
His novels are male amusements, and very amusing they 
certainly are. Fielding's conversation was coarse, «nd so 
tinctured with the rank weeds of the Gardtft, that it wottld 
now be thought only fit for a brotheL'''-sBiimey. 
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remarks ; but he died at Mandoa, and his remarks 
were lost," 

* Talking of the Tnsh clergy, he said, *' Swift was 
a roan of great parts, and the instmment of much 
good to his coantry ; Berkeley was a protbnnd scbo- 
Tar, as well as a man of fine imagination ; but Usher- 
was the great Inminary of the Iiish church ;. and a 
greater no church could boast of, at least, in modern 
times." 

Speaking of Mr. Harte, canon of Windsor, and 
writer of the History of Gustavus Adolphus, he 
much commended him as a scholar, and a man of 
the most companionable talents he had ever known. 
He said, the defects in his history proceeded not 
from imbecUlity, but from foppery. 
. He loved, he said, the old black letter books ; 
they were rich in matter, though their style was 
inelegant; wonderfully so, considering how con- 
versant the writers were with the best models of 
antiquity. 

Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy, he said, was 
the only book that ever took him out of bed two 
hours sooner than he wished to rise. 

He frequently exhorted Dr. Maxwell to set about 
writing a history of Ireland, and archly remarked, 
there had been some good Irish writers, and that 
one Irishman might at least aspire to be equal to 
another. 

Of Dr. John Campbell, the author, he said, ** He 
is a very inquisitive and a very able man, and a man 
of good religious principles, though I am afraid he 
has been deficient in practice. Campbell is radi- 
cally right ; and we may hope that in time there, 
will be good practice." 
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He- owiied, that be thought Hnwlceswordi wta 
one of his huitators, but he did not think G^ddsn^h 
wM. *' Goldsmith^" he said, " has great merit." 
Boswell; << But, sir, he is much indebted to yov 
for his getting so high in the public estlftiatioa.'^ 
JoUKSoN. <* Why, sir, he has, perhaps, got sooner 
to it by his intimacy with me.*' 



No. UL 

POETRY. 

Of making verSes, Johnson obsenred, ^' The great 
difficulty is to know when yon ha^e made good 
ones. IVhen composing, I have genei^Uy bad them 
in my mind, perhaps fifty at a time, walking up and' 
down in my room ; and then I have written them 
down, and often, from laziness, have writteti onlf 
hal{ lines. I have written a hundred lines in a day. 
I remember, I wrote a htnidred lines of the Vanity 
of Human Wishes In a day. Doctor, (turning ta 
Goldsmith,) I atn not quite idle ; I made one Hoe 
t'other day, but I made too more." Goldsmith. 
'* Let OS hear it; we'll put a bad one to it.** Johh- 
99tL ** No, sir, I have forgot it." 

He said, << I have not been troubled for alotHf 
time with authors desiring my opinion of (helf 
works. I used on^to be sadly plagued With a man 
who wrote verses, but vdw literaDy had no other 
notion of a verse but that it consisted often sylla. 
bles. Ldff pour kni/^ and y<mr fork aenm fomt 
fdaie, was to him a verse : 

Lay your knife &iid your fork iera» your pttte. 



d by Google 



- FOBTA¥,' •. 41 

A» be wrot^ a great nnmber of verses, he iotoetimes 
by chance made gbod ones, though he did not 
know it." 

He waa no admirer of blank verse, and said,/^ it 
always fails, nnless sustained by the dignity of the 
subject. In blank verse, the language suffers more 
distortion, to keep it oat of prose, than any in- 
oonveniepce or limiiation to be apprehended from^ 
. the shackles and circumspection of rhyme." 

Lady Miller's collection of verses by fashionable 
people, which were pot into her vase at Batheaston 
villa, near Bath, in competition for honorary prizes, 
being mentioned, he held them very cheap : ^'-Bauts 
rmUf" said he, '< i».a mere conceit, and an eU 
conceit n^w/ I wonder how people were persuaded 
to write in that manner for this lady." Boswell 
named a gentleman of his acquaintance, who wrote 
for the vase. Johnson. '^ He was a blockhead for 
his pains." Bo^well. '* The duehess of Northum- 
berland wrote." Johnson. " Sir, the duchess oi 
Nortbttfflberland may do what she pleases ; nobody 
will say any thing to a lady of her high rank : but, 
I should be apt to throw •»•♦** 'a verses in his 
face." 

Mr. Murphy mentioned Dr. Johnson's having a 
design to publish an edition of Cowley. Johusoii 
said, he did not know but he should ; and he ex- 
presaed his disapprobation of Dr. Hurd, for haviug 
published a iputiiated edition under the title of 
Select Works of Abraham Cowley* Mr. Murphy 
thought it a bad precedent ; observing, that any au* 
thor might be used in the same manner ; and that 
' it was pleasing to see the variety of an author's con-i 
^tioiis at different periods.. j 
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Ona snbseqaent occasioD, be said, " 1 yna angrf 
with Hurd .abpat Cowley, for baviDg published a 
selectioD of his works ; bat, upon better considera* 
tion, I think there is no impropriety in a man's 
publishing as much as he chooses of any aathor, if 
he does not pbt the rest ont of the way. A man^ foi^ 
instance, may print the odes of Horace alone." He 
now seemed to be in a more indulgent humour than 
when this subject was discussed between him and 
Mr. Murphy. 

Johnson one day gare high pruse to Dr. 86^16/:$ 
verses in Dodsle/s collection, which he recited with 
his usual energy. Dr. Adam Smith, who was pre* 
sent, observed, in his decisive professorial manner, 
** Very well — ^very well." Johnson. " Yes, they 
are very well, sir ; but you may observe in what 
manner they are well. They are the forcible verses 
of a man of a strong mind, but not accustomed 
to write verse ; for there is some uncouthness in the 
expression." 

Boswell related a dispute between Goldsmith and 
Mr. Robert Dodsley, one day when they and be were 
dining at Tom Davies's, in 1762. Goldsmith as- 
serted, that there was no poetry produced in this 
age. Dodsley appealed to his own Collection, and 
midntidned, that though you could not find a palace 
like Dryden's Ode on St. Cecilia's Day, you had viU 
lages composed of very pretty houses ; and he men- 
^ned particularly. The Spleen.'^ Johnson. ** I 
think Dodsley gave up the question. He and Gold* 
smith said the same thing; only he said it in a 
softer maimer than Goldsmith did ; for he acknow- 
ledged that there was no poetry, nothing that tower- 
ed above the common mark. You may find wit 
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Und humonr in verse, and yet no poetry. Hndibras 
has a profusion of these ; yet it is not to be reck- 
oned a poem. Tlie Spleen, in Dodsley's collection, 
on which you say he chiefly rested, is not poetry." 
BoswELL. ** Does not Gray's poetry, sir, tower 
' above the common mark ?*' Johnson. ** Yes, sir ; 
but we must attend to the difference between what 
men in general cannot do if they would, apd what 
every man may do if he would. Sixteen -string 
Jack towered above the common mark." Boswell. 
*• Then, sir, what is poetry ?" Johnson. " Why, 
sir^ it is much easier to say what it is not. We all 
know what light is, but it is not easy to teU what 
it is." 



No. IV. 

POETS. 

Boswell. " Yon have read Gibber's Apology, sir?" 
Johnson. " Yes, it is very entertaining; but, as for 
Gibber himself, taking from his conversation all 
that he ought not to have seud, he was a poor crea- 
ture. I remember, when he brought me one of bis 
odes, to have my opinion of it, I coyld not bear such 
nonsense, and would not let him. read it to the end ; 
80 little respect had I for that great man ! (laughing.) 
Yet, I remember Richardson wondering that I 
could treat him with familiarity." 

Another time : '* CoUey Gibber, sir, was by no 
means a blockhead ; but, by arrogating to himself 
too much, he was in danger of losing that deglree 
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of eatimatipn to which he was entitled. His friend« 
gave out that he intendedhla Birth>day Odes shanld 
be bad ; but that was not the case, sir; for he kept 
them many mouths by him, and, a few years before 
he died, he showed me one of them, with great so* 
licitude to render it as perfect as migljit be ; and 
I made some corrections, to which he was not very 
willing to submit. I remember the following couplet, 
in allusion to the king and himself : 

FerchM on the eagle's soaring wingi 
The lowly linnet loves to sing. 

I^r, he had heard something of the fabulous tak 
of the wren sitting upon the eagle's wing, and hci 
had applied it to a linnet. Gibber's familiar style, 
however. Was better than that which Whitehead 
has assumed. Orand nonsense is insupportable. 
Whitehead is but a little man to inscribe verses to 
players. 

" Sir, I do not think Gray a first-rate poet. He 
has not a bold imagination, nor much oommand 
of wordSk The obscurity in which he has involveil 
himself will not persuade us that he is suUime. 
His Elegy in a Church. Yard has a happy selection of 
images, bat I don't like what are called his great 
things. His ode, which begins 

Ruin seise thee, rudiless king! 
Concision on thy banners wait I 

has been celebrated for its abruptness, and plnngiog 
into the subject all at once. But such arts as these 
have ^a merit, uidiess wheat th^ are originaL 
We ailiaire thera only enoe $ and this alHmptBeif^ 
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has nothing new in it : nay^ we have it in the old 
song of Johnny Armstrong : 

Is there ever a man in all Scotland, 
From thelughevt estate to the lowest degTee« dsc 

And then, sir. 

Yes, there is a man in Westmoreland, 
And Jol^lny Armstrong they do him call. 

There now, you plnnge at once into the snbject. 
You have no previous narration to lead you to it. — 
The two next lines in that ode are, I think, very 
good: 

Though, fiinn'd by conquest's crimson, wing, 
Tliey mock the air with idle state." 

. Bonnell Thornton had just published a burlesque 
Ode on St. Cecilia's Day, adapted to the ancient 
British music, viz. the salt-box, the Jew's harp, the 
marrow-bones and cleaver, the humstrura or hurdy- 
gurdy, &c. Johnson praised its humonr, and seemed 
much diverted with it. He repeated the following 
passage: ' 

In strains more exalted the salt-box shall join. 

And clattering, and battering, and clapping oombtee; 

With a rap and a tap while the hollow side sounds. 

Up and down leaps the flap, and with rattling rebounds. * 

' *' '* In 1769, I set fbr Smart and Newbury, Thornton's 
burlesque Ode on St. Cecilia^s day. It was perfbrmed at 
Ranelagh in madcs, to a very crowded audience, as 1 was 
told ; for I then resided in Norfolk. Beard sung the salt- 
box song, whidi wai admirably accompanied on that in- 
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He told Boswell he had often looked into the 
poems of a pretty volamiDoas writer, Mr. (now Dr.) 
John Ogilviey one of the Presbyterian ministers of 
Scotland, which had lately come out, bnt could' find 
no thinking in them. - Boswell. *' Is there not 
imagination in them, sir? Johnson. *' Why, ^ir, 
there is in them what toas imagination ; but it is no 
more imagination in him, than sound is sound in the 
echo : and his diction too is not his own. We have 
long ago seen white-robed innocence, dku6 Jlower-be- 
^Pfingled meads,". 

He said ; " Thomson, I think, had as mnch of 
the poet about him as most writers. Every thing 
appeared to him through the medium of his fa- 
vourite pursuit. He could not have viewed those 
two candles burning but with a poetical eye." 

Another time : '' Thomson had a true poetical 
genius, the power of viewing every thing in a poeti- 
cal light. His fault is such a cloud of words some- 
times, that the sense can hardly peep through ." 

Buchanan, he said, was a vei7 fine poet ; and ob- 
served, that he was the first who complimented a 
lady, by ascribing to her the different perfections 
of the heathen goddesses ; but that Johnston im« 
proved upon this, by making his lady at the same 
time free from their defects. He dwelt upon Bu* 
chauan's elegant verses to Mary queen of Scots, 

stnimeat by Brent» the fencing-master, and father of Mia 
Breot, the celebrated lingers Skegga on the broomstick, as 
baasooo ; and a remarkable performer on the Jew's-harp. — 
* BttZ^bg twangs the iron lyre.' Cleavers were cast in bell- 
metal for this entertainment. All the performers of the gld 
woman's oratory, employed by Fooie, were, I believe, en,^ 
ployed at lUnelagh on this 0QGa«i9Bu'*-<-^ttrfif3f. 
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NgmphaCaledOfijUg, &c,and spoke with enthusiasm 
of the beauty of Latin Terse. " All the languages," 
said he, ** cannot furnish so melodious a line as— 

Formosam resonare docea Amaryllida gilvaa,* 

*' Buchanan," he observed, haa fewer centtfes 
than any modern Latin poett He not only had 
great knowledge of the Latin language, but was a 
great poetical genius. Both the Scaligers praise 
him." 

Boswell told him, that Voltaire, in a conversation 
with him, had distinguishe'd Pope and Dryden thus : 
,-*-<« Pope drives a handsome chariot, with a couple 
of neat trim nags ; Dryden a coach, and six stately 
horses." Johnson. " Why, sir, the truth is, they 
both drive coaches and six ; but Dryden's horses are 
either galloping or stumbling ; Pope's go at a steady 
even trot." He said .of Goldsmith's Traveller, 
which had been published in Boswell's absence, 
*' There has not been so fine a poem since Pope's 
time,'* 

After dinner, where the conversation first turned 
upon Pope-<Johnson said, his characters of men 
were admirably drawn ; those of women, not so well. 
He repeated, in his forcible melodious manner, the 
concluding lines of the Dunciad. While he was 
talking loudly in praise of these lines, one of the 
company ventured to say, '* Too fine for such a 
poem : — a poem on what V^ Johnson, (with a difh* 
dainful look,) " Why, on dunces. It was worth 
while being a dunce then. Ah, sir, hadst rAou lived 
rn those days ! — It is not worth while being a dunce 
now, when there are no wits." Bickerstaff ob- 
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served^ tm a peealiar drciiinstaooe, tliatPope^^nbcr 
was higher when h6 was alife, than it was then. 
Johnson said, his pastorals were poorthiugs,tdioagh 
the versification was fine. He told ns, with high 
satisfaction, the anecdote of Pope's inqtriiing who 
was the author of his London, and saying—he will 
be WWD deterre. He observed, that in Dryden*s 
poetry there were passages drawn from a prefoiidity 
which Pope could never reach. He repeated 80in« 
fine lines on lore, by the former, and gave great ap- 
plause to the character of Zimri. Goldsmith saidi 
that Pope*s character of Addison showed a deep 
knowledge of the human heart. Johnson said, thai 
the description of the temple, in The Mourning 
Bride,* was the finest poetical passage he had ever 
read ; he recollected none in Shakspeare equal to it. 
-«'' But,'* said Garrick, all alarmed for ' the god of 
his idolatry,' '* we kuownot the extent and variety of 
his powers. We are to suppose there are such pas- 
sages in his works. Shakspeare must not suffer 
from, the badness of our memories." Johnson, divert- 
ed by this enthusiastic jealousy, went on with great 
arddnr, " No, sir, Congrevehas nature^* (smiling 
on the tragic eagerness of Gariick ;) but, composing 
himself, he added, " Sir, this is not comparing Con- 
greve on the whole with Shakspeare on the whole ; 
but only maintaining, that Congreve has one finer 
passage than any that can be found in Shakspeare. 
Sir, a man may have no more than ten guineas in 
the world, bat he may have those ten guineas in one 
piece; ; and sq may have a finer piece than a mad 
who iMW ten thousand pounds : but then be has only 

• Art ii. so. 3.— 'ikfo^one. 
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Q0£ ten-^inea piece. What I i^eui '\», tliat yoa 
can sliow me do passage where there is simply a 
description of material objects, witliont any inter- 
vixture of moral notions, which produces such an 
efect/* Mr. Mnrphy mentioned Sbakspeare's de« 
scription of the night before the battle of Agin- 
conrt ; biit It was observed, it had men in it. Mr. 
Danes suggested the speech of Juliet, in which 
nbeHgarei herself awaking in the tomb of her an- 
cestors. Some one mentioned, the description of 
Dover citff. JdiwsoN. ** No, sir, it should be all 
ptecipiice — all vacanm. The crows impede your fall. 
The diminished iippearance of the boats, and other 
drciimstances, are all very good description, but 
do net impress the mind at once with the horrible 
idea of hnmeose height. The impression is di- 
tUed ; yoA pass on, by computation, &om one stage 
of the tremendous space to. another. Had the girl 
In The Mourning Rride, said, slie could not cast her 
fliioe to the top of one of the pillars in the temj^e*: 
It would not have aided the Idea, but weakened it.**' 
Another time, he talked of the passage in Con- 
g r e ve with high commendation, and said, *' Shak*. 
speare never has six lines together without a fantt. 
Perhaps, yon may find seven ; but this does not re- 
fttle my general assertion. If I come to an orchard^ 
and say there's no fruit here, and then comes a< 
poring man, who finds two apples and three pears,* 
and ieUs me, * Sir, you are mistaken, ! have found 
botfa apples and pears,' I should laugh athlinT 
What would that be to the purpose ?** 
. BoswELL. ** What do you think of Dr. Yotmg^ 
Klght Thoughts, sir .>" Johnson. « Why, wr,* 
l|)areannuuiyfine;thADg»4athenl.'.' ■'■* 

TOL. II. D 
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One Saoday^ . Bosweii diDed with Iilm ftt Mr« 
Hoole'B. They talked of Pope. Johnson. '< He wrote 
hUDoDciad for fame ; that was hi« primary motiTc* 
Had it not heen for that^ the dances might have 
railed against him till they were weary, without his 
troubling himself about them. He delighted to vex 
them, DO doubt ; but he had more delight in seeing 
how well he could vex them." 

The CMes to Obscurity and Oblivion, in ridicnle 
of '^ cool Mason, and warm Gray," being mentioned, 
Johnson sud, ** They are Colman's best things.** 
Upon its being observed, that it was believed these 
odes were made by Colman and Lloyd jointly;— * 
Johnson. " Nay, sir, how can two people make an 
ode ? Perhaps, one made one of them, and one the 
other." Boswdl observed, that two people had 
made a play, and quoted the anecdote of Beaumdnt 
and Fletcher,'who w^re brought under suspicion Of- 
treason, because, while concerting the plan of a tra> 
gedy when sitting together at a tavern, one of thein 
wa? overheard saying to the other, ** I'll kill the 
king." Johnson. " The first of these odes is the 
best; but they are both good. They exposed a 
very bad kind of writing." BoswEtL. " Surely, 
sir, Mr. Mason's Elfrida is a fine poem s at lesst, 
you will allow there are some good passages in- it." 
Johnson. '* There are now and then some good 
imitations of Milton's bad manner." 

Mrs. Thrale disputed with him on the merit of 
Prior. He attacked him powerfully; said he wrote 
of love like a man who had never felt it t his kve 
fcrses were college verses; and be repeated the song 
" Alexiiei shunn'd his fellow swains," &c. in solndi*; 
gfooB a manner, as to make na aU wonder Jiow nay 
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one ix>iild have been pleased with such fantastical- 
stuff. Mrs. Thrale stood to her gan with great con- 
rage, in defence of amorous ditties, whicli Johnson 
despiijed, till he at last silenced her by saying, **My. 
dear lady, talk no more of this : nonsense can be de- 
fended but by nonsense." 

Mrs. Thrale then praised Garrick's talents for 
light gay poetry; and, as a specimen, repeated his- 
song in Fiorizel and Perdita, and dwelt with pecn* 
Uar pleasure on this line : 

rd smile with ths simple, ilnd feed with the poor. 

Johnson. ** Nay, my dear lady, this will never do. 
Poor David \ Smile with the simple; — what folly is 
that ! And who would feed with the poor^ that can 
help it ? No, no ; let me smile with the wise, and 
feed with the rich." Boswell repeated this sally to 
Garrick, and wondered to find his sensibility as a 
writer not a little irritated by it. To soothe him, 
he observed, that Johnson spared nobody; and 
qaoted the passage in Horace, in which he com- 
pares one who attacks his friends for the sake of a. 
laugh, to a' pushing ox, that is- marked by a bunch 
of hay put upon his horns : foenum habet in eamu. 
** Ay," said Garrick vehemently, <' he has a whole 
laourofit." 

Speaking of Homer, whom he venerated^ as the 
prince of poets, Johnson remarked, that the advice 
given to Glaucus by his father, when h^ sent him to 
the Trojan war, was the nqbleiit exhortation that 
coald be instanced in any heathen writer^ and com^ 
prised in a single line : 
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which is traQslated by Dr. Clarke thas i^^^* U4 $empef 
fBfrtissme remgererem, et superior virtuteessem aliisJ* 

A proposition which had been agitated, that mo- 
unmentsto eminent persons shotild, for the tioie to- 
come, be erected in St. Paul's church as well as In 
Westminster-abbey, was mentioned ; and it ^-as 
aslced, who should be honoured by haviug his mo- 
Dnment first erected there. Somebody suggested' 
Pope. Johnson. '* Why, sir, as Pope was a Roman' 
Catholic, I wonld not have his to be first. I thinks 
Milton's rather should have the precedence. I think 
more highly of him now than I did at twe'nt^. 
There is more thinking in him and in Butler^ tbaa 
in any of our poets." 

He spoke slightingly of Dyer's Fleece. — ** The 
subj/ect, sir, cannot be made poetical. How can 
a man write poetically of serges and druggets ? 
Yet yon will hear many people talk to you gravely of 
ihsX excellent poem, The Fleece." Having talked of 
Grainger's Su^ar Cane, Boswell mentioned ^o him 
Mr. Langton's having told him that this poem, 
bdug read in manuscript at sir Joshua ReyBolds'«, 
had made all the assembled wits burst into a laogh, 
when^ after much blank verse pomp, the poet be- 
gan a new paragraph thus : , 

Now, Muse, Iet'$ sing of rats, 

. And what increased the ridicule was, that one of 
the company, who slyly overlooked the reader, per- 
ceived that the word had been originally mice, aod 
had been altered to ruts, as more dignified** 

• Such is this litUe laughable incident, which has been 
ofteii lelatBd,; Dr. Percy, theiii^op orDromore«;who was 
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This passage does not jappear id the printed woik ; 
Dr. Grainger, or some of his friends, it should seem, 
■having become sensible that iutrodacing even roAf, 
in a grave poem, might be liable to banter. He 
however, could not bring himself to relinqaish the 
idea; for they are thus periphrasticaUy exhibited ip 
his poem, as it now stands : 

Nor with less wagte the whisker'd veraain raoe* 
A countless clan, despoil the lowland cane. 

Johnson said, that Dr. Grainger was an agree- 
able man ; a man who would do any good that was 
in his power. His translation of TibuUus, he thought, 
was very well done ; but The Sugar Cane, a poem. 



■tttk intimate ftiend of Dr. Grainger, and has a piitictilar «•> 
^pid for his memory, gave the following explanation : 

" The passage in question was originally not liable to 
such a perversion : for the author^ having occasion in that 
part of his work to mention the havock made by rats and 
mice, had introduced the subject in a kind of mock hetoW, 
and a parody of Homer's Battle of the Frogs and Mice, In- 
vokiAg the Muse of the old Grtfeian bard, in an ^egant and 
well turned manner. In this state I had seen it ; but aftcoh 
wards, unknown tome and other Ariends, he had been per- 
suaded, contrary to his own better judgment, to alter it, lo 
es to produce the unlucky effect above mentioned." 

The above was written by the bishop when lie had not 
the poem itself to recur to : and though the account given 
was true of it at one period, yet, as Dr. Grainger afterwards 
altered the passage in question, the remarks in the text do 
not now apply to the printed poem. 

The bishop gives this character of Dr Grainger :— '• He 
was not only a man of genius and' learning, but had nftity 
excellent virtues ; being one of the mo«t genevousji £ciendly» 
snd benevolent men I ever knew." 
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cBd not please him ;• for he ezclsdmed, ** What 
• could he make of a sugar-cane ? One might as wc^ 
•ivrite the Parsley-bed, a poem ; or, the Cabbage- . 
garden, a pdem." Boswell. ** You nwist then 
pickle your cabbage with the sal AtHctim** John- 
son. " You know there is already the Hop-Garden, 
a poem ; and, I think, one could say a great deal 
about cabbage. The poem might begin with the ad- 
vantages of civilised society over a rude state, ex- 
emplified by the Scotch, who had no cabbages till 
Oliver Cromwell's soldiers introduced them ; and one 
might thus show how arts are propagated by con- 
quest, as they were by the Roman arms." 

Sir Joshua Beynolds mentioned Mr. Cumberland's 
Odes, which were just published. Johnson. *' Wliy, 
sir, they would have been thought as good as odes 
4M>mmonly are, if Cumberland had not put his name 
to them ; but a name immediately draws censmei 
'unless it be a name that bears down every thing be- . 
fore it. Nay, Cumberland has made his odes sub- 
sidiary to the fame of another man. They might 
have run well enough by themselves; but he has 
iiot only loaded them with a name, but has made 
them carry double." 

Johnson said of Chatterton, ^* This is the most 
extraordinary young man that has encountered my 
knowledge. It is wonderful how the whelp has 
written such things," 

• Dr. Johnson said to Boswell, " Percy, sir, was angry 
,witb me for laughing at the Sugar-cane ; for he had a n^nd 
to mf^e 9 ^eat thing pf Grain{;et's rats," 
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DRAMA. 

IThe Beggar's Opera, and the commoD qnestiotai 
whether it was pernicions in its effects, having been 
Introduced in conversation ; — Johnson* *' As to 
this matter, which has been very mnch contested, I 
myself am of opinion, that more influence has been 
ascribed to The Beggar's Opera, than it, in realityi 
ever had ; for, I do not believe, that any man was 
ever made a rogue by being present at its represen- 
tation. At the same time, I do not deny, that it 
may have some influence, by making the character 
of a rogue familiar, and in some degree pleasing.*** 
Tlien, collecting himself, as it were, to give a heavy 
Stroke — ** There is in it stich a labe/actation of all 
principles, as may be injurious to morality." 

While be pronounced this response, the company 
sat in a comical sort of restraint, smothering a laugh. 

* A T6ry eminent physidaui whose' discemmeni; is u 
acute and penetrating in judging of the human character a« 
it is in his own profession, remarked once at a dub, that a 
lively young man, fond of pleasure, and without money, 
^rould hardly resist a solicitation from his mistress to go 
upon the highway, immediately after being present at the 
representation of the Beggar's Opera. It was observed by 
Mr. Gibbon, " that the fieggaz's Opera may, perhaps, have 
lometimM increased the number of highwaymen j but it hat 
had a beneficial eflbct in refining that dass of men, makin|^ 
them less ferocious, more polite; in short, more like gentle> 
men.** Upon this, Mr. Courtenay saidj that " Gay wai tb« 
. Oipheus of highwaymen*'* 
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which they were afnid might bant oat In ]ii» life 
of Gay, be has been still more dedsiyeasto tiie inef- 
Aciency of the Beggar's Of^eia in cormptlBg society. 
Tet, the gaiety and heroism of Macheath are very 
captivating to a yoothfol imagination ; while the ar- 
guments for adventoroas depredation are so plan* 
yibfey the allarioDa so lively, and the contrasts wkli 
thft ordinary and more palnfol modes of ac^oirnig 
f lopisrty are so avtfnUy displayed^ that it reqaires a 
tool and strong jodgme&t to resist so imponog an 
aggregate. Still there is in it so much of real Lob* 
^on life, so moeh brilliaat wit, and such a variety of 
•UPS, which, fion- early association of ideas, eagagr» 
soothe, and enliven the mind, that it will alwiqiv 
give pleasure on the stage ; and it contains so mwqr 
soood, moral suggestions, that it may be found an 
improving, as well as agreeable compaauon in the 



. The late << wmrthy'* duke of Queembniy, m 
Thomson, in 'his Seasons, justly characterizes hios, 
fold Boswell, that when Oay showed him the Beg- 
gar's Opera, his grace's observation was, " This is 
a very odd thing. Gay ; T am satisfied that it is either 
a very, good thing or a. very bad thing." It proved 
^e fbnner, beyond the warmest expectations of the 
aatbor or his friends. Mr. ■ Cambridge, however, 
mentioned, that there vras good reas<m emmgh to 
donbt concerning its.success. He was told by Oaln, 
that during the first night of its appearance it was 
long in a very dubious state ; that there was* a dh»> 
position to' dams it, and that it was* saved' by tlM 
song^ 

* '■ 

' O/ponderwell! benotievere! 



w Google 



jike an^eDce being rnneb affected by the isnooeBt 
leokft of Polly, when she came to those two linat, 
wbkh exhibit at once a paioful aad ridiciilo^i 
imase. 

For on fhe rope that haaigv my dew. 
Depend* poor Polly's Ufcti 

Qala himself had so bad an opinion of it^Jthat he 
refosed the part of Captain Macbeath ;• and gave it 
to Walker, who acquired great celebri^ by his grave, 

. yet animated performance -of it. 

Bosweli mentioned Mallet's tragedy of Elvira, 
which had been acted the preceding winter atDrury- 

.lane; and that the honourable Andrew £rsliine, Mr. 
Dempster, and sdf, had joined in writing a pam^ 
phlet entitled. Critical Strictures, against it; that 
the mildnes9 of Dempster's disposition had, however, 
relented ; and he had candidly said, ** We have 
hardly a riglit to abuse this tragedy ; for, bad as it 
b, liow vain should eitberrof ns be, to write one not 
n^ar asgood !" Johnson. " Why, no, sir; this is 
not just reasoning. You may abuse a tragedy, 
though you cannot write one. Yon may scold a 
carpenter who has made you a bad table, though you 
cannot make a table^ It is not your trade to make 
.tables." 

. Bosweli iptrodaced Aristotle^s doctrine in his Art 
of Poetry, of ^ the xd^apaie- rm irah/Jieirtinf the 
purging oi the passions," as the purpose of tragedy. 
V But, how are the passions to be purged by terror 
and picy ?*' (said be,, with an assumed air of ignp- 
^aace, to incite Johnson, to talk, for which it was 

; j|(|fUiiebe^fiMt,w«tUpetk«iiueli»««taa«iii9Bri— £d^ 
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often necessary to ^employ some address.) JoUNSOir. 
'*' Why, sir, you are to consider wbat is the mean- 
ing of purging in the oiiginal sense. It is to expel 
Impurities from the human body. The mind.is sub- 
ject to the^same imperfection. The passions are the 
great movers of human actions ; bat they are mixed 
with such impurities, that it is necessary they should 
be purged or refined, by means of terror and pity. 
For instance, ambition is a noble passion ; but, by 
seeing upon the stage, that a man who is so exces- 
sively ambitious as to raise himself by injustice, is 
punished, we are terrified at the fatal consequences 
of sncti a passion. In the same manner, a certain 
degree of resentment is necessary ; but if we see that 
a man carries it too far, we pity the object of it, and 
are taught to moderate that passion." 

Boswell observed the great defect of the tragedy 
of Othello was, that it had not a moral ; for that no 
man could resist the circumstances of suspicion 
which were artfully suggested to Othello's mind. 
Johnson. ** In the first place, sir, we learn from 
* Othello this very useful moral ; not to make an nn- 
equal match : in the second place, we learn not to 
yield too readily to suspicion. The handkerchief Is 
merely a trick, though a very pretty trick : but 
there are no other circumstances of reasonable sns- 
piclon, except what is related by lagu of Cassio'ji 
warm expressions concerning Desdemona in his 
sleep; and that depended entirely upon the as- 
sertion of one man. No,*sir, I think Othello has 
more moral than almost any play.^ 

When Garrick was vested with theatrical power 
by being manager of Drury-lane theatre, he kindly 
and generously made use of it to bring oat Johnson's 
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tragedy, which had long been kept bad for want of 
enconragenient : bat ip this benevolent purpose he 
met with no small difficolty from the temper of 
Johnson, which could not brook that a drama, whicb- 
be had formed with much stud^ and had been 
obliged to keep more than the nine years of Horace, - 
shonld be revised and altered at the pleasure of an 
actor. Yet Garrick knew well, that without some 
alterations, it would not be fit for the stage. A vio- 
lent dispute having ensued between them^ Garrick 
applied to the reverend Dr. Taylor to interpose. 
Johsson was at first very obstinate. ** Sir," ssud ' 
he, <' the fellow wants me to make Mahomet run 
mad, that he may have an opportunity of tossing his 
hands, and kicking his heels.'* He was, however, 
at last, with difficulty, prevsuled on to comply with . 
Garrick's wishes, so as to allow of some changes ; 
but still there were not enough. 

When asked how he felt upon the ill success of hiit 
tragedy, he replied, ** Like the Monument;" mean- 
ing that he continued firm and unmoved as that cO' 
lumn. And let it be remembered, as an admonition . 
to the gemis vrritabUe of dramatic writers, that this 
great man, instead of peevishly complaining of the - 
bad taste of the town, submitted to its decision 
without a murmur. He had indeed, upon all occa- 
• sions, a great deference for the general opinion : : 
** A man," said^ he, *' who writes a book, thiukil 
himself wiser or wittier than the rest of mankind ; 
he supposes that he can instruct or amuse them ; 
and the public, to whom he appeals, must, after all, 
be the judges of his pretensions.* ' 

BoswEtL. ** Foote has It great deal of humour." 
Johnson, " Yes, sir." Bosweli. "He baitf a siu'.-. 
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gitlftr tslont of ailiibitiog cimractdr.'' Jot^lmmu 
<< Sir, U is poc ft talent^ Hit i rice.; it is Jiriiatotlieni 
detain from. It is not comedy, which exhibits the 
ofaaracter of a spedes, as- that of a miser gatfasved 
fmm many mbers ; it is faroe, which ejcbihitsiBdi-* 
wduak," BoswxLL. '' Did not he think of exhU 
biting yon, sir ?" Johnson. ** Sir, fear restc^niiefl 
liHD ! he knew I would have brokcsilus bones. I> 
wooid have sared him the trouble of cutting off a 
leg; I would not have left him a leg to cnt off^". 
BosvELL, ''Pray, sir,, is Jiot. Foote <an infideH" 
Johnson. " I da not Iniow, sir, that the fellow is iiii* 
infidel ; but, if he be an infidel, he is an iufidel as a 
dog is an infidel ; that is to say, he has qever 
thought upon the subject.*' Bosw£LL, ". I.snp|Kiae^ 
sir, he. has thought superficially, and seized the first 
iVHions which occurred to his mind." Johnson*. 
** Why then, sir, stilLhe is like a dog, that snatches* 
the piece next him. Did you never observe thatdogs 
have not the power ^f companng ? A dog will take- 
a smali bit of meat as jreadily as a large, when both^ 
are before him." 

Boswell found fault with Foote for iodnlging his 
talent of ridicule at the .eiqpense of his vintors, 
wiiich he colloquially termed making fools of his 
compauy. Johnson. '' Why, sir, when you go ta 
see Foote, you do not go to see a saint : yoja go 
to see a man, who will be eutertaiued at yonr 
house, aad then bring you on a public, stagey who 
wiU entertain you at his house for the purpciMiaof . 
bringing ypu on, a public stage. Sir, :he does. not 
make Joels of his company; they .whom he.ex* 
poses are fools already i he only brings^them into 
ac^oai*' 4 
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^ fipeakiiig of Arl}nir14urphyy whom he Vtrj mnch 
laved, " I don't know," siud he, " that Arthur can 
be dasfled with the very first dramatic writers ; yet 
aft^nesent, I donbt mnefa whether we have anything 
superior tb Arthor." 

It being faentioned, that Gartick assisted Dc 
Brown, the author of The Estimate, in some dra-» 
matie composition ; ** No, sir ;" said Johnson, ** he 
wonld no more BoSer Garrick to write a line in hia 
play, than he' would suffer him to mount his pulpit." 

Dr.Goldsmith*s new play. She Stoops to Conquer, 
beingmentioned-— JoHi>FsoN.'' I know of no coinedy, 
for many years, that has so 'much exhilarated an 
audience--4hat has answered so much tlie great end 
of -oomeds^^making an audience merry.*' r 

Goldsmith having said, that Garrick^s compliment 
totbe queen, which he introduced into the play of 
Tbe.Cbanees, whidi he had altered and revised thit. 
year, was mean and gross flattery— Johnson. *' Why, 
sir, Iwvuld not write , I would not give solemnly 
under. my hand, a character beyond what I thought 
really true; but a speech on the stage, let it flatter 
ever so estravagamly, is fprmular. It has alwaya 
been formolar to flatter kings and queens ; so much 
so, that even in our church-service, we have * out 
most reiigiocis king* 4ised indiscriminately, whoever 
is king. Nay, they even flatter. themselves :—* we 
have been graciously pleased to grant.*-— No mo* 
dem Ikattery, however, is so gross as that of the 
Augustan age, where the emperor was deified. 
^jPr^PMTtf Dimtt habebiiar Augustus.* And as t» 
meanness, (ri»ng into warmth,) how is it mean iu: 
aTplayer,-^ 8hownMin,«-.a fellow who exhibits him* 
self for a shilling—to flatter his queen? The attempt,, 
indeed^ was dangerons ; for if Jt had miased^wba^ 
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became of Garrickj^and what became of the qneelk } 
As sir Wiliam Temple says of a great general, it is 
necessary not only that his designs be formed in a 
masterly manner, bnt that they shoold be attended, 
with snccess. Sir, it is right, at a time when the . 
royal family is not generally liked, to let it be seen 
that the people like at least one of them." 

Talking on prologue-writing, he observed, ** Dry- 
den has written prologues Superior to any that 
David Garrick has written; but Datid Garrick. has. 
written more good prologues than Dryden has 
done. It is wonderful, that he has been able to 
write such variety of them." 

Boswell observing that Garrick, who was about 
to quit the stage, would soon have an -easier life.: 
Johnson. " I doubt that, sir." Boswell. " Why, 
sir, he will be Atlas with the burthen off his back." 
Johnson. '* But I know not, sir, if he wiU be so 
' steady without his load. However, he should never 
|ilay any more, but be entirely the gentleman, and 
not partly the player : he should no longer subject 
himself to be hissed by a mob, or to he insolently 
treated by performers, whom he used to rule with 
a high hand, and who would gladly retaliate.** 
Boswell. <* I think he should play once a year for 
the benefit of decayed actors, as it lias been said he 
means to do." Johnson. '* Alas, sir ! he will soon 
be a decayed actor himself." 

Boswell inentioned his having introduced to Mr« 
Garrick count Neni, a Flemish nobleman of great 
rank and fortune, to whom Garrick 4alked of Abel 
Dmgger as a small pari g and related, with pleasant 
▼aoity, that a Frenchman, who had seen him in 
one of his low characters, exclaimed, ** Comment 1 
Ja oe le croia pas. Ce^ n'est pas Mousieiur. G^rrick^: 
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tt grand bommet*' iQarrick added, with an ap* 
pearance of grave recollection, " Jf I were to l)egin 
life again, I think I should not play those low cha« 
racters." Upon which Boswell obserred, *• Sif, 
you would be in the' wrong; for your great excel- 
lence is your variety of playing — ^your representing 
80 well characters so very different." Johnsok. 
** Garrick, sir, was not in earnest in what he daid ; 
for, to be stire, his peculiar excellence is his va- 
' riety ; and perhaps there is not any one character, 
' which has not been as well acted by somebody else, 
as he could do it." Boswell. " Why then, sir, 
did he talk so ?*' Johnson. " Why, sir to make 
yi)u answer as you did." Boswell* ** I don't 
know, sir ; he seemed to dip deep into his mind 
for the reflection." Johnson. ** He had not fiur 
to dip, sir; he. had said the same thing, probably, 
twenty times before." 

" Garrick," he observed, ** does not play the part 
of Archer, in The Beaux Stratagem, well. The gen- 
tleman should break out through the footman, 
which is not the case as 'he does it." 

Mrs. Pritchard being mentioned, he said, " Her 
playing was quite mechanicaL It is wonderful hoir 
little mind she had. Sir, she had never read the 
tragedy of Macbeth all through. She no more 
thought of the play out of which her part was 
taken, than a shoemaker thinks of the skin, out 
of which he makes shoes.'* 

He thus gave his opinion upon the merits of 
tome of the principal performers, whom he remem- 
bered to have seen upon the stage. ** Mrs. Pbrter, 
In the vehemence of rage, and Mrs.Cllve, in the 
; s^rightliness of humour^ I have never teen eqtuiUed. 
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WhatCBfe did best, she did better tbao 13«alclh$ 
b«t ike toaiid not do half so msiiy things well ; she 
was a better roiBt> than any I ever savrin natare^ 
.Prltchardj in oommon 1Mb, was a vulgar idiot ; she 
woald talk of her gowrmd; bnt, when she appeared 
upon- the stage, seemed to be inspired by gentility 
and. understanding. I once taliied with CoIIey 
Gbber; and tboinght hint ignorant of the principles 
of hi& art. Oarrict, madam, was no declaimer : 
there was- not- one of bin own scene-shifters who 
conld' not have tpolien T0be,9rnot to be, better 
than he did ; yet he was the only actor I ever saw, 
whom I coald call a master both in tragedy and 
.comedy; thongh I lilted him best in comedy. A 
triie conception of character, and natural expression 
of it^ were his* distinguished excellences." Having 
eicpatiated, with his usual force and eloquence, cm 
Mr. OarHck's extraordinary eminence as an actor, 
he conchided with' this compliment to his social 
talents : '* Ai^d after all, madam, I thought hiqi 
ieaaito be envied on the stage than at the head of a 
table." 

Johnson, indeed, bad thought more upon the 
subject of acting than might be generally supposed. 
T&lkifig of it one day to Mr.Kemble, hesaid» ** Are 
you^ sir^ one of those enthusiasts, who believe your- 
self trausfonhed into the very character you repre- 
sent P* Upon Mr. Ifemble's answering, that he 
had never felt so strong a persuasion himself: ** To 
be surer not, sir,"- M&d Johnson ; " the thing is 
imp0B«ible. And if Garriek really believed bimsdf 
to be that monster, Richard the Third» he deserved 
to be hanged erery time he performed' it* 
^ Su^ J/osBOA Bfivif«u>9b " i do npt perceive 
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'^by tbe prafesHon of. a piaj«r shonid 5e despasti-; 
t9€. tbe great aud altBmate end of. all t&e emploj* 
meiita of xnanlniid is to prodoce amuseme&t. Gaiv 
Tick .produees moce aBimement than any body." 
BoswELL. "YovLjROf^ Dr. Johnson, that Oarrlct 
eshiUta faimaclf for a. shilling : in thia respect he 
U only on a looting with a lawyer, who e:di]blvi 
lamsdffor bis fee, and even, will maintain any noaw 
sense or abennUfty, if the case refoire it. Qarrick 
refoaes a piajor a part which he does, not like : • a 
lanryer nei>er vefoses." J«ttV90N. " Why, sir, what 
docs tfaia prove? only that a lawyer lis worse. Boi» 
.wdliinaw like Jack in The Tale of a Tnb, wbo^ 
when he is piizded:by an argnment, bangs himself* 
•He thinks I shall cat him down, hot Til let him 
hang.'/ (laughing vociferously.) Sir Joshoa RsYt 
N0LD8. " Mr.Boswell thinks, that. the professioa 
of a lawyer being unqaestionabiy hononrable, if 
be caa show tlie profession of a player to be moi« 
jiOBOurable, he proves his argument." 

NO.VU 

HISTORY. 

Talking of history, Johnson sadd, ^' We may 
know historical facts to bo true, as we may know 
facts in common life to be true. Motives are ge^- 
nerally known. We cannot trust to the characten 
we find in history, unless when they are drawn by 
those wha knew the persons ; as those, ^ for in* ' 
stance, by Sallost and by lord Clarendon." 
. " Lord Hailea's Annals of Scotland," . he ra* 
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:iiiarked; " bare not that painted fbnn which is the 
taste oC thu age, bot it is a book which will alwagr9 
sell; it has snch a stability of dates, such aoertaiQCy 
x>f facts, and such a punctuality of citation. I n^er 
hefore read Scotch history with certainty.'* 

" G^at abilities,'.' said he, ** are not requisite for 
an historian j; .for in hiatoric^d composition ail the. 
great powers of the human mind are quiescent. He 
hasiacts ready^to his hand ; so there is no exercise 
of invention. Imagination is not required in any 
high degree; only. about as much as is nsed in the 
lower kinds of poetry. Some penetration, accuracy^ 
and colouring, will fit a man for the task, if be can 
give the application which is necessary." 

Mr. Krlstrom, a Swede, who was tutor to 801116 
young gentleman in the city, told Boswell, tha^ 
there was a very good History of Sweden, by Da# 
line. Having at tliat time an intention of writing 
a history of that country, Boswell asked Dr. John* 
son, whether one might write a history of Sweden, 
without going thither. " Yes, sir," said he, " one 
for common use." 

At a dinner party at general Paoli*s, an animated 
debate took place^ whether Martinelli should con- 
tinue his History of England. Johnson. '' No, 
sir, he wdnld give great offence. He would have to 
tell of almost all the living great what they do not 
wish told." Goldsmith. " It may, perhaps, be 
necessary for a native to be more cautious ; but a 
foreigner, who comes among us without prejudice, 
ntay be considered as holding, the place of a judge, 
and may speak his mind freely.** Johnson* << Sir, 
a foreigner, when he sends a work from the press^ 
poght to be on bis guard against catching the error 
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Itod mistaken enthu&iasm ef the people among 
.whom be happens to be." Goldsmith. ^' Sir, he 
wants only to seil his history, and to tell troth ; one 
an honest, the other a laudable motive." " John- 
son. " Sir, tbey are both laudable motives^ It is 
laudable in a man to wish to live by his labours} 
bat he should write so as he may live by them, not 
io as, he may be knocked on the head. I would 
advise him to be at Calais before he publishes his 
history of the present age. A foreigner, who atr 
taches himself to a political party in this country, 
U in the worst state that can be imagined : he is 
looked upon as a mere intermeddler. A native may 
do it from interest." Boswell. " Or principle.'* 
Goldsmith. " There are people who tell a hundred 
political lies every day, and are not hurt by it. 
Surely, then, one may tell truth with safety." John- 
son. " Why, sir, in the first place, he who tells A 
hundred lies has disarmed the force of his lies: 
but, besides, a man had rather have a hundred 
lies told of him, than one troth which hedoes not 
wish should be told." Goldsmith, " For my part, 
I'd tell troth, and shame the devil." Johnson. 
" Yes, sir ; but the devil will be angry. I wish t6 
Shame the devil as much as you do, but I should' 
choose to be out of the reach of his claws." Gold- 
smith. " His claws can do you no harm, when yon 
have the shield of truth." 

The common remark as to the utility of reading 
history being made : Johnson. ** We must consider 
how very little history there is ; I mean real att- 
tbeutic history. That certain kings reigned, and 
certain battles were fought, we can depend upon as 
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temi but all the coloaring, all the philoeiopby of 
hUtoPfy is coDjectorc." BosWEti.. '* Then, air, 
yott wootd reduce all history to no better than- an 
adaumack, a mere chronological series of remark* 
. able eveotSi" Mr. Gibbon, who mast at that time 
bave been employed apon his history, of which be 
pibUriied the ih>st volume in the fblbtwiog year, waa 
pneseut; bat did net step forth in defence of thm 
ipeeiea of writing* He probably dic^ net like t» 
inut himself with Johnson.* 



* Soswell hen alludes to a ipeeeh made by GiUbon on « 
Itanier oecauon. In a eompany where they were boQi pre- 
kent, ths mention of the wolf had led Johnson to think ct 
other wild beasts ; and while sir Joshua Reynolds^and yb» 
Langton were carrying on a dialogue about something 
Which engaged them earnestly, he, in the midst of it, brofc# 
out, '«= Pennant tells of bears." They went on j which her, 
Mng dull of hearing, did not perceiye, or, if he did, waa 
iwt williog to break off his talk; so he continued to Toei- 
feiate hig cemarlu, and bear {** like a word in a catch," as 
Beauclerk said) was repeatedly heard at intervals, which < 
coming from him, who, by those who did not know him, 
iiad been so often assimilated to that ferocious animal, 
«4lfie thoee who were sitting around could hardly stifle 
Ifliu^ter, produoed a n^ery ludicrous eHfect,- Silence having 
•nsued, he proceeded; " We are to^d, that the black, beur 
is innocent; but I should not like to trust myself with 
him.* Mr. Gibbon muttered, in a low tone of Yoic$p, •' I 
riiauld not like to trust myself with you.** 
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No. yiL 

NATURAL HISTORY. 

The custom of eating dogs at Otaheite being men- 
tioned, Cloldstuith observed, that this was also a 
custom in China ; that a dog- butcher is as common 
there as any other butcher ; and that when he 
walks abroad, all the dogs fall on him. Johnson., 
" That is not owing to bis killing dogs, sir. 1 re- 
member a butclier at Lichfield, whom a dog that 
was- in the house where I lived always attacked. 
It is the smell of carnage which provokes this, let 
the animals he has killed be what they may." 
Goldsmith. " Yes, there is a general abhorrence 
in animals at the signs of massacre. If you put a 
tub full of blood into a stable the horses are like to 
go mad.*' Johnson. ** I doubt that." Goldsmith* 
" Nay, sir, it is a fact well authenticated." Thrale. 
*' You had better prove it before you put it into 
your book on natural history. You may do it in my 
stable if you will.*' Johnson. " Nay, sir, I would 
not have him prove it. If he is content to take hb 
information from others, he may get throagh bis 
book with little trouble^ and without much endan« 
l^ing his reputation; but if he makes experi- 
ments for so comprehensive a book as his, there 
would l>e no end to them : his erroneous assertions 
would then fall upon himself; and he might be 
blamed for not having made experimoits as to every 
particular," 
Bosvyell related^ that he had» several timea* when, 
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in Italy> seen the experiment of (dacing a scorpion 
within a circle of burning coals ; that it ran rooDd 
and round in extreme pain,; and finding no way ta 
escape, retired to the centre, and, like a true Stole 
philosopher, darted its sting into its head, and thus 
at once freed itself from its woes. " This must, 
end 'era." lliis, be observed, was a curious fact, 
as it showed deliberate suicide in a reptile. JohusoD 
vroidd not admit the fact. He said, Manpertnis' 
was of opinion that it does not kill itself, but dies 
of the heat ; that it gets to the centre of the circle 
as the coolest place ; that its turning its tail in upon 
its head is merely in convulsion, and that it does not 
sting Itself. He said he would be satisfied if the' 
great anatomist Morgagni, after dissecting a scor- 
pion, on which the experiment had been tried* 
should certify thlEit its sting liad penetrated into its 
head. 

He seemed pleased to talk of natursd philosophy. 
•* That woodcocks," said he, " fly over the north- 
em countries, is proved, because they have been 
observed at se;i. Swallows certainly sleep all win- 
ter. A number of them conglobulate together, by 
flying round and round ; and then, all in a heap, 
throw themselves under water, and lie in the bed of 
a river/' He said, one of his first essays was a 
Latin poem upon the glow-worm. 

taking of Inrds, Boswell mentioned Mr. Daines' 
Banington's ingenious Essay against the received 
notion of their migration. JoHNf>oN. " I think we 
have as good evidence for the migration of wood> 
cocks as can be desired. We find they disappear 
at a certain time of the year, and appear agidn at a 
certain time of the year; and some of them, wlum 
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weaVy in their flight^ have been known to alight on; 
the rigging of ships far out at sea." One of the 
company observed, that there had been instances of 
i$ome of them found in summer in Esse^. John*>; 
8,0N. "Sir, that strengthens our argument. Ma- 
ceptio probat regulam. Some being found, sbowir,' 
that, if all remained, many would be found. A few 
sick or lame ones may be found." Goldsmith. 
'5 There is a partial migration of the swallows : thi^ 
•tronger ones migrate ; the others do not." 

Johnson repeated an argument, which is found 
In his Raigbler, against the notion that the brute 
cj^eation is endowed with the faculty of reason. 
*^ Birds build by instinct; they never improve; 
they bnild their 6i*st nest as well as any one th^y 
ever build." Goldsmith. " Yet we see, if we take 
away a bird's nest with the eggs in it, Ae will make< 
a slighter nest, and lay again." Johnson. " Sir, 
that is because at ftrst she has full tibae, and makes 
ber nest deliberately. In the case you mention, 
she is pressed to lay, and must therefore make her 
nest quickly; and consequently it will be 'slight." - 
Goldsmith. " The nidification of birds is what is 
least known in natural history, though one of the 
most curious things in it." 

Boswell told him, that he heard Dr. Percy was 
writing the history of the wolf in Great Britain. 
Johnson. "The wolf, sir; why the wolf? Why 
does he not write of the bear, which we had for- 
merly? Nay, it is said we had the beaver. Or 
why. does he not write of the gray rat, the Hanover 
rat^ as it is called^ because It is said to have come 
into this .country about the time that the family of 
Kaaover came? I aboitkl like to see ^ The History 
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of the Gray Bat, Ipy Thomas Percy, DJX Gbaptass* 
in Ordinary to his Majesty.' " (langbiog iminode* 
mtely.) Bo8Well. *' I am afraid a court chaplun 
eoohl Dot decently write of tlie gray rat." JoBNSoir. 
** 8ir^ be need not give it the name of the Hanover 
rat." 

Mr. Seward mentioned the observationswhicb he- 
bad made upon the strata of the earth in volca- 
9068, from which it appeared, that they were so 
Tery different in depth at different periods, that ne^ 
caknlation could be Miade as to the time required 
for their formation. This fuUy refoted au ante- 
mosaical remark introduced into captain Brydone's 
entertaining tour, from a lund of vanity, whicb is 
too common in those who have not sufficieqtJy 
studied the most important of all subjects. Or. 
Johnson, indeed, had said before, independent of 
this observation, ** Shall .all the accoonilated evli 
dence of the history of the world ; shall the ^autho- 
rity of what is unquestionably the most ancient 
writi»g«--l)e overturned by an nnoertabi remark auch 
atthU?"^ 



No. VIM. 

BIOGRAPHY. 

" JoBNsoN recommended to me," says Boswell, 
** to keep a journal of my life, full and unreserved** 
He said it would be a very good exercise, and 
would yield me great satis&ction, when the parti* ■ 
cvlara were faded from my xemembrance. I wsaa 
unconwoaiy fortunate in imviog had/A pmdaBa* 
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cdlitcidence of opinkm vnth him upon Ms subject^ 
for I had kept such » joornal for some time ; and it 
niras no small pleasure to me to have this to ttdl him, 
and to receWe his appmbation. He oouDseUedi mt 
to keep it private, and said, t might surely have a 
friend, who would bum it in case of my death. 
From this habit I ha^re been ^niaUed to give the 
frorld so many anecdotes, whieh Would otherwise 
have been lost to posterity. I mentioned, that I 
was afraid I pttt into my journal' too many little 
mddents. Johnson. ^ There is nothing, sir, too 
little for so little a creature' as man* It is- by stu- 
dying little things that we attain- the great art of 
having as little misery and as^ much happiness as 
possible.' 

" He told me, that he had, twelve or fourteen 
times, attempted to keep a journal of his life, \mv 
never could persevere. He advised me to do it. 
« The great thing to be recorded,' said be, Ms the 
state of your own mind ; and yon should write 
down every thing that yon remember, for you can- 
not judge at first what is good or bad; and write 
immediately, while the impression is fresh, for it 
will not be the same a week afterwards.' " 

Bos well mentioned, that he had in his possession 
the Life of sir Robert ^ibbald, the celebrated Scot«^ 
tish antiquary, and founder of the Royal College of-' 
Physicians at Edinburgh, in the original manuscript, 
in bis own hand-writing ; and that it was, he be«< 
lieved, the most natural and candid account of him-< 
self that ever was given by any man. As an 
instance, he tells, that the duke of Perth, then 
chancellor of 8cotl$nd^ pnessed him rery much to- 
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come over to the Roman catholic Ikith : that ht 
it^isted all his grace's arguments for a considerable 
time, till one day he felt himself, as it were, rastan- 
taneously convinced, and with tears in his eyes ran 
into the duke's arms,' and embraced the andent 
religion; (hat he continned very steady in it for 
some time, and accompanied his grace to London 
one winter, and lived in his household ; that there 
he found the rigid fasting prescribed by the chorcfa 
very severe upon him ; that this disposed him to 
reconsider the controversy ; and, having then seen 
that he was in the wrong, he returned to pro. 
testantism. Boswell talked of some time or other 
publishing this curious life. Mrs. Trralb. ^' I 
think yoii had as well let alone that publication. 
To discover such weakness exposes a man when he 
U gone." Johnson. " Nay, it is an honest picture* 
of human nature. How often are the primary 
motives of our greatest actions as small as Sibbald's, 
for his re-conversion l" Mrs.Thralb. " But may 
they not as well be forgotten ?" Johnson," ** No, 
madam, aman loves to review his own mind. That 
is the use of aidiary, or journal." ' Lord Trimles- 
TOWN. ** True, sir. As the ladies love t<> see 
themselves In a glass, so a man likes to see Mm. 
self in his journal." Boswell. "A very pretty 
allusion." Johnson. ** Yes, indeed." Boswell. 
" And as a lady adjusts her dress ^before a mint>ry 
a man adjusts his character by looking at his jour, 
nal." He adds, ** I next year fdund the very same 
thought in Atterbnry's FuneraL Sermon on .IMj 
Cutts; where having mentioned her Diary, be 
wys^ * In this glass she every day dressed . her 
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ttkHx).' This fe a proof of Goincidence, and not of 
plagiartsm ; for I had never read that sermon be- 
fore." 

Johnson said, '' Bayle^s Dictionary is a very use- 
fill work for those to consult, who love the bio- 
graphical part of literature, which is what I love 
most." 

■ As he had objected to a part of one of his letters 
being published, Boswell thought it right to take 
an opportunity of asking hitu explicitly, whether 
it would be improper to publish his letters after 
his death. His answer was, " Nay, sir, when I am 
dead, you may do as you will/' 

He said, " GoWsmith's life of Pamel is poor : 
BOt that it is poorly written, but that he had poor 
materials ; for nobody can write the life of a man, 
but those, who have eat, and drank, and lived in 
social intercourse, with him." Boswell said, if it 
was not troublesome, and presuming too much, he 
would request him to tell him all the little circnm- 
stances of his life ; what schools he attended when 
he came to Oxford, when he came to London^ &c. 
He did not disapprove of liis curiosity as to these 
particulars i but said, <* They'll come out by de- 
grees, as we talk together." 

He censured Ruffhead^s Life of Pope ; and re- 
marked, that " he knew nothii:rg of Pope, and nothing 
of poetry." He praised Dr. Joseph Warton's Es- 
say on Pope ; but added, he supposed we shotUd 
have AO more of it, as the author had not been 
aUe 10 persuade the world to think of Pope as he 
fid, fioswsLL. '^ Why, sir, should that prevent 
him from oondnuug his work? He is an inge- 
oioos counsel, who has o»ade the most of his canse: 
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he Is not obliged to gain it/' Job vson« ** But, sir, 
there is a diffierenoe when the caase is of a maii^s 
own makiog." 

At aeother time, he, Mr. Thomas Warton, aad 
Boswell, talked of biography. Johnson. '* It is 
nurdy well executed. They only who live with % 
man can write his life with any genaioe exaetacas 
. and discrimination ; and few people who ham Uved 
with a man know wiiat to remark about him. The 
diaplain of a late.bishop, whom I was to assist in 
writing some memoirs of his lordship* could tell me 
scarcely any thing." Boswbll. *' Mr. Robert 
Dodsley's life should be written, as be was so orach 
connected with the wits of his time, and by Ids 
literary merit had raised himself from the staUonof* 
a footman." Warton. " He published a little ro* 
Inme under the title of The Muse in Livery.?' 
Johnson. " I doubt whether Dodsley's brother' 
would thank a man who should write his life; yet 
Dodsley himself was not unwilUng that his oriw 
ginal low condition should be recollected. When 
lord Lyttelton's. Dialogues of the Dead eame. out,, 
one of which is between Apicins, an ancient epiM 
cure, and Dartineuf, a moidern epicure, Dodiief 
said to me, * I knew Dartineuf wdl, for 1 was oaoe 
his footman.' " 

Biography led them to speak of 'Dr. John.€aaip^ 
bell, who had written a coosidecable part ofi 
the Biographia Britannica. Johnson, though he* 
vakied him highly, was of opinion that there wes. 
not so much in his great work, A Politieal Suney 
of Chvat Britain, as the world had been laeght^o 
expect $ and had said to Boswell,. that he beUevnd 
dampbeU's disappointment, on apeount of the had 
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success of that work, had killed him. He this 
evening observed of it, " That work was his death." 
Mr. Warton, not ^verting to his meaning, an- 
swered, " I believe so, from the great attention he 
bestowed on it." JdHNsoN. " Nay, sir, he died 
of want of attention, if he died at all by that 
*ook.- 

fioswell said, ** In writing a lifie, a man's pecn- 
liftrities should be mentioned, because they mark 
Ills character." Johnson. " Sir, there is no doubt 
as to peculiarities: the question is, whether a 
man's vices sbemld be mentioned; for instance, 
wlietber it should be mentioned, that Addison and 
Pamril drank too freely : for people will probably 
morecasHy indulge in drinking from knowing this) 
so that more ill may be done by the example, than 
good by telling the whole truth." On this, Boswell 
4«marks, " Here was an instanqe of his varying 
A-ora himself in talk ; for when lord Hidles and he 
sat one morning calmly conversing, in my house at 
Edinburgh, I well remember that Dr. Johnson 
maintidned, that * if a man is to write ^ Pane^ 
gtffie, he may keep vices out of sight ; but if he 
professes to write A Life, he must represent it 
l^teUy as it was ;' and when I objected to the danger 
of telling that Pamell drank to excess, he said, that 
* It would produce an instructive caution to avoid 
drinking, when it was seen, that even the learning 
and genius of Parnell could be debased by it.' . And 
in the Hebrides, he maintained, as appears from my 
Journal, that a man's intimate friend should men- 
tion his fauks, if he writes his life." 



d by Google 



78 JOHNSONfANtA. ' 

No. IX. 

BONS MOTS. 

When Dr. Johnson had finished some part of hif 
tragedy of Irene, he read what he had done to Mr. 
WaliDsIey, who objected to his having already 
brought his heroine into great distress ; and asked 
him, " How can you possibly contrive to plunge 
her into deeper calamity?" Johnson, in slyaUn* 
sion to the supposed oppressive proceedings of the 
court of which Mr.Walmsley was registrar, re- 
plied, ** Sir^ I can put her into the spiritual 
court I** 

Soon after Edwards's Canons of Criticism canie 
out,- Johnson was dining atTonson theboolssellei^s, 
with Hayman the painter, and some more company. 
Hayman related to sir Joshua Reynolds, that the 
conversation having turned upon Edwards's book^ 
the gentlemen praised it much, and Johnson aX- 
.lowed its merit : but when they went farther^ and 
appeared to put that author upon a level with War- 
burton, " Nay," said Johnson, " he has given him 
some smart hits to be sure ; but there is no propor<» 
tion> between the two men ; they must not be 
named together. A fly, sir, may sting a stately ' 
horse, and make him wince ; but OBie is but an in« 
sect, and the other is a horse still." 

On the 6ch of March, 1754, came o«( lord Bo* 
lingbroke's works, published by Mr. David Mallet. 
Johnson, hearing of their tendency^ was roused 
with a Just indignation^ and pronounced this m«-. 
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morable sentence upon the noble author and his 
editor: ** Sir, he was a scoundrel, and a coward: 
a scoundrel, for charging a blunderbuss against reli- 
gion and morality; a. coward, because he had no( 
resolution to fire it off himself, but left half a crown 
to a beggarly Scotchman, to draw the trigger after 
bis death!" 

** One day," says Boswell, ** he read to us a dis* 
sertation which he ^as preparing for the press, 
entitled, A History and Chronology of the Fabulous 
Ages. Some old di?inities of Thrace, related to 
the Titans, and called the Cabiri, made a very im* 
portant part of the theory of this piece ; and in a 
conversation afterwards, Mr. Wise tallied much of 
his Cabiri, As we returned to Oxford in the 
evening, I out-wallced Johnson, and he cried out, 
Stfffiamina, a Latin word which came from his 
mouth with peculiar grace, and was as much as ttf 
say. Put on pour drag chain. Before we got home, 
I again wallied too fast for him ; and he now cried 
out, • Why you walk as if you were pursued by all 
the CaWWin a body.' " 

When the messenger, who carried the last sheet 
of Johnson's Dictionary to Millar, returned, John- 
son asked him, " Well, what did he say?" " Sir," 
answered the messenger, ** he said, f thank God, I 
have done with him.' " " I am glad," replied 
Johnson, with a smile, *' that he thanks God for 
any thing." 

At a gentleman's seat in the west of England, in 
order Co amus^ him till dinner should be ready, he 
was taken out to walk in the garden. The master 
of the house, thinking it proper to introduce some- 
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thing wientific into tbeconv^FsMian, a4dnes«Ml/bU» 
thus : '< Are you a botaniaty Dr. Johnson ?*' *' Nd^ 
'^ir/' iui^wered Johnson^ " I am not a botanUt^ 
^ud, (alluding, no donbt, to his iiear-tughtedmeaif) 
shoiild I wish ,to become a botanist* I most tot 
4am myself into a reptilie." 

When Mr. Davies first introduced BosweU to 
Johnson, he was much agitated ; .and, reqoliecting 
his. prejudice against the Scotch, of which he. had 
keard much, said to Davies, " Don't tell whejie. i 
come from." " iFrom Scotland," cried Darififf* 
rogujshly. ** Mr. Johnson," said Boswell, ** I do 
indeed conie from Scotland, but I can't help it," 
To which Johnson replied, *' That, sir^ I find is 
what a great many of your counU7m«n cannot help." 

Mr. Ogilvie was unlucky enough toichoose for the 
topic of his conversation the praises of his salwe 
country. He began with saying, that there was 
very rich land around Edinburgh. Goldsmith, who 
had studied physic there^ contradicted this very 
untruly, with .a. sneering laugh. Disconcerted a 
little by this, Mr. Ogilvie then took a new ground, 
where he probably thought himself perfectly safe ; 
for he ol^rved, that Scotland had a great. many 
noble wild prospects. Johnson. ** I believe, air, 
you have a great many : Norway, too, has noble 
wild prospects ; and Lapland is remarkable for pi». 
digious noble wild prospects : bvt, sir, let me tell 
you, the noblest prospect which a Scotchman ever 
sees, is the high road that leads him to England.*' 

Johnson said he had lately been a loni; while Mi 
Ucbfield, but had grown very weary before he left 
it. Bos WELL, << I wonder at that, sir; it is your 
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^a<!w plBce^.** J6HNS6N. «* Wliy, to iaiSdotland 
ywr Dative place," 

An essay, written by Mr. Deane, a divine of the 
(!li«Fch of England, maiBtainifig the future lif« of 
brntes, by an explication of certain pattfl of the* 
Scriptures, was mentioned, and the doctrine In- 
sisted on by a gentleman, who seemed fond of cu<^ 
nou« speculation. Johnson, who did not like to 
hear of any thing concerning a future state, which 
was not authorized by the regulw canons of ortho* 
doxy^ discouraged this talk ; Biid being offended at 
Us continuation, he watched an opportunity to give 
the gentleman a blow of reprehension. 6d, wh^en 
the poor speculatist, with a serious metaphysh^i 
pen^veface, addressed him, •* But really, sir, when 
we see a very sensible dog, we 4on*t know what to 
tkinb of him,"-~Johji9on, rolling with joy at the 
thougiit ^hich beamed in his eye, turned quickly 
roirod, and replied, " True, sir ; and when we -seti 
a>ery foolUh fellow, yrt doti't know what to thinlc 
of Mm." . He then rose np, strode to the fire, and 
stood for some time laughing and eiculting. 
• " The late Alexander, eari of Eglintonne," says 
BOBwell, •* who loved wit more than' wine, and, 
men of genius more than sycophants, had a great 
allniiiition of Johnson ; bat, from the remarkable^ 
el^g&nce of his own miltnners, was, perhaps; too de.^ 
licately sensible of the roughness which. Sometimes' 
appeared in Johnson's behaviour. One evening,* 
whttnhis lordship did me the honour to- sup* at my 
]bd|^itg8,with Dr. Robertson, and sevendxHheriuen^ 
of -IHerary distinction j he regretted that Johnson- 
had not been educated with lUo^-riefisemeDt^ aad^ 
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U^rtd more in polithed society. ' No^ bo» my loHl/ 
. said signor BaretU, ' do mth hUu what yon wonldy 
he would always have been a bear.' ' True/ an- 
twered the earl, with a smile, * hot be woold hawe 
been a dancing bear.' 

• *' To obviate all the reflections which have 
gone roood to Johnson's prejudice, by applying 
to him the -epithet of beaty let me impress upon 
my readers a just and happy saying of my fnead 
Ooldsmitby who knew him well : * Johnson, to be 
sure, has a roughness in his manner, but no man 
alive has a more teoder heart s he hat noihmg 9/ 
the bear M hiiihin:'' 

Goldsmith, to divert the tedious minutes, while 
waiting for one of the guests at a dinner-party, 
strutted about, bragging of his dress, and appeared 
seriously vain of it (for his mind was wonderfnlly 
proue to such expressions) : " Come, come," said 
Garrick, *' talk no more of that : you are, perhiqpB, 
the worstx-eh, ehT' Goldsmith was eagerly at- 
tempting to interrupt him, when Garrick went on, 
laughing ironically, ** Nay, yon will always look like 
a gentleman ; but I am talking of being well or 
m dreued.*" **^ WeD, let me tell you," said GqW-^ 
•mitb, " when my tidlor brought home my blossom* 
coloured coat, he said, * Sir, I have a favour to beg 
of yon :•— when any body asks you who made your, 
dotbes, be pleased to mention John Filby, %X the . 
Harrow, in Water-lane.' " Johkson. " Why, ^, 
that was because h^ knew the strange colour ^^foitld 
lyitract crowds to gaze at it, and thus they might 
hear of him, and see how well he coold make a coat 
^en of so absurd a colottr." 
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'■ One day, at sir Joshua's table, when it was itf^ 
lated, that Mrs. Montague, in an excess of complU 
ment to the author of a modern tragedy, had ex* 
- claimed, •• I tremble for Shakspeare ;" Johnson 
said, *« When Shakspeare has got • * * • • for his 
rival, and Mrs. Montague for his defender, he is in 
a poor state indeed." ^ 

Speaking of Mr. Hanway, who published An 
Eight Days' Jonmey from Loudon td Portsmouth, 
** Jonas," said he, " acquired some reputation by 
travelling abroad, but lost it all by travelling at 
home.** 

Somebody observing that the Scotch Highlanders, 
In the year 1745, had made surprising efforts, con* 
sldering their numerous wants and disadvantages-^ 
••Yes, sir," said he, ** their wants were numerous; 
hut you have not mentioned the greatest of them 
all— the want of law.'* 

Being asked by a young nobleman, what was be- 
come of the gallantry and military spirit of the 
old English nobility, he replied, •• Why, my lord, 
I'll tell you what is become of/It : it is gone into 
the city to look for a fortune." 

Speaking of a dull tiresome fellow, whom he 
-chanced to meet, he said, ** That fellow seems to 
me to possess but one idea, and that U a wrong 
one." 

■ A gentleman, having to some of the usual argii« 
ments for drinking, added this : •* You know, sir, 
drinking drives away care, and makes u^ forget 
'whatever is disagreeable : would not you allow a 
man to drink for that reason ?" Johnson. ** Yes, 
Mr, if he sat next ifou." t 

Johnson. *' I remember once being with GoUU 
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smith in- W«Btii)la8ter «Mi«y. While we tqrveted 

the Poets* Corner^ I sa}d to hkp, from Orid, . 

rohitau et noctnim aomeB w^aetMtur istis. 

jWhea we got to Temple^bary he stopped me, point? ^ 
ed to the heads upon it, and slyly whispered nie» 

Fartitan et noBtniin nmnen miieebitttr iuU»* * 

<f At the Liierary Club," says Boswell, <' befov« 
Johnson came in, we talked of his Journey to the. 
Western Islands) aid of lui coming away * willing 
to believe the second sight,' which seemed to exeiM 
some ridicule. I was then so impressed with the tmt^ 
of many of the stoiiea which I had been told, that 
i av'owed my conviction, sapng, * He is only wiUing 
to believe— I do believe : the evidence is enougklinr 
xae, thongh not for his great mind. What will pot 
m a quart bottle will fill a pint bottle : I am filled 
with belief.' * At>e yoa I' said Colman $ < then cork 
Unp/" 

.. Johnson having gone to Mrs. Abington's benefit) 
•at supper, one of the company attempted, with too 
.much forwardness, to roily him on his. late appeatw 
ance at the theatre ; but had reason to repent «f 
his temerity. " Why, sir, did yon go to « Mr^. 
Abiugton's benefit ? Did yim see?" Johnspn. 
" No, sir." " Did you hear?" Johnson. " Ne, 
Vir." ** Why then, sir, did yon go ?** Jobnsoii. 
^* Because^ sir, she is a favourite of the public ; 

• In alluiion to Johnson's {MBtlosl |nl»4l(les, aad.^ 
hU<niroi . ... * 
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and wl^n t)i« pobUc eaies tke tboo^wdtb pattfor 
pm tfa^Vildoea for lwr> I wUl go t^ your heos^ 
too." 

Dn Bftrney having: renarkedy that Mr. 6arr|ck 
jMtaa b^gummg to look old, Johnson said, << Why, 
sir, yon are apt to wond/er at that^ iio-n(aii<'s>iiicg 
has had more wear and tear." 

Johnson censured Gwyn ,for taking down a 
church, which might. haye stood many years, and 
building a new one at a different place, for no other 
reason. But that there might be a direct road to a 
new bridge ; and his expression was, *' Yon are 
tAksBg.a chnrch out of the way> tbtft the people 
nsiay go in a straight line to the bridge." Gwy& 
^* Noy sir; I am potting the church in the way, 
that Uie people may not go wt of the wap^* John* 
90V (with a hearty loud lavgfa of approbation J 
<< Speak QQ mere : xest yoar coUo^ial feuae .upon 

.' Being by no neaofl pleased with .their inn at 
Bristol, fioswell said, ** Let ns see now how we 
sbonld describe it.*' Johnson was ready with bk 
Tailiery. << Describe it, sir ? Why, it waa so bad^ 
that Boawell wished to be in Gotland I" 

In th& autumn of 1783, he reoeixed a Tisit from 
the celebrated Mrs. Siddons. When she came inta 
-the vooni, there happened to be bo chair ready for 
lier, which he obsendog, said, with a smile, ^^ Ma^ 
d&DHf yoa, who so often occasion a want of seats to 
Mher people, will the more easUy excuse the want 
of one yoorselt*' 

. <S>t. Johnsoasaid.to Miss Hannah More, who had 
tfXpreflaed a woader, that the poet who had writtea 
l^jtadise Lost^ slionld write sqdi poor sonnet^s 
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<< MUtoOy madani^ was a geolas, that could 4nit m 
Colossus from a rock^ but could not carve headis 
upon cherry-stones." 

Boswell told hiiB, that Dayid Hume had made a 
short collection of Scotticisms. ** I wonder/' said 
Johnson^ ** that he sCould find them/' 

No. X. 

BULLS. 

There had been an execatlon of two or three ori« 
miuals at Oxford on a Monday. Soon afterwards^ 
one day at dinner, Boswell was saying, that Mr. 
Swtnton, the chaplain of the gaol, and also a fre- 
quent preacher before the university, a learned 
man^ but often -thooghtless and absent, preached 
the condemnation-sermon on repentance, before, 
the convicts, on the preceding day» Sunday ; and 
in the close, he told his audience, that he should 
give them the remainder of what he had to say on 
the subject the next Lord's Day. Upon which, one 
of the company, a doctor of divinity, and a plaia 
4iiatter-of-fact man, by way of offering an apology 
for Mr. Swinton, gravely remarked, that he had 
probably preached the same sermon before the unU 
verslty. •• Yes, sir,** says Johnson, " but the unU 
fersity were not to be hanged the next morning.** 

Boswell mentioned, that Dr. Thomas Campbdl 
had come from Ireland to London, principally t» 
see Dr. Johnson : he seemed angry at this obsova. 
tion. Davibs. ** Why, sir, there came a jnan from 
Spain to see Livy» and CorelU came to £nglaiid to 
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see Pnrcelly* and when he beard he was dead, went 
directly back again to I^f ." Johnson. *' I should 
not wish ta have been dead, to disappoint Camp- 
bell ; bnt I should hare wished to have been a hun- 
dred miles off." Boswell adds : ** This was appa* 
lently perverse; and I do believe it was not his 
real way of thinking : he could not but like a man 
who came so far to see him. He laughed with 
some complacency, when I told him Campbell's odd 
expression to me concerning him, ' that having 
seen such a man, was a thing to talk of a century 
hence,* as if he could live so long.** 

Of the father of one of his friends, he observed, 
*Mie never clarified his notions by filtrating them 
through other minds : he had a canal upon his 
estate, where at one place the bank was too low—* 
' I dug the canal deeper,' said he.** 

0e once in his* life was known himself to have 
Uttered what is called a bull. Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
when they were riding together in Devonsldre, 
complained, that he had a very bad horse, for thai 
even when going down hill he moved slowly, step by 
Step. ** Ay,^ said Johnson, ** and^when be giw 
np hill, he stands siUl." 

. * Mr. DaviM «m hert miitakcnt CordU never frai in 
England.— Bttrwcy. 
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No. XI. 

LANGUAGE; 

Sir Joshua Reynolds once asked Johnson tf 
whaft means he had attained his extraordinary accu- 
racy and flow of language. He told him, that he 
had early laid it down as a fixed nfi^ to do his hest 
on everyoccasion, and in every company : to im- 
part whatever he kneW in the most forcible Ian- 
gnage he conld pnt it into : and that by constant 
practice, and never suffering any careless expfres- 
sions to escape him, or attempting to deliver his 
iKoughts without arranging them in the dearesf 
manner, it became habitnal to him. 
' When Johnson showed Boswell a proof-sheet of 
the character of Addison, in which he so highly ex- 
tols his style, Boswell could not help 'observing, 
that it had not been his own model, as no two styies 
could differ more from each other. Johnsok; 
•* tSr, Addison had his style, and I have mine.** 
When he ventured to ask him, whether the difier- 
ence did not consist in this, diat Addison*s style 
mS'fall of idioms; co'Hoqsial plifises, aMT pto^ 
verbs; and his own more strictly gr a m mati w ri ; 
and free from such- phraseology and modes of speech 
as can never be literally translated or understood 
by foreigners ; he allow^ the discrimination to be 
just. 

Talking of Hume's style : Johnson. " Why, sir, 
his style is not English ; the structure of his sen^ 
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teaoes' Is Frencb. Now the French «tni6lilre *tmA 
the EogUfth structure may, in the natsre lOf thingB» 
.b^ eqnaUy good : but if you allow that the English 
language is established^' he is wrong. My name 
might originally hafe been Nicholson^ as well M 
^hosdu ; but were yon to call me Nicholson now> 
yon wonld call me very absurdly/* 

In 1769, Boswellpreseoted Dr. Johnson to genef> 
^Paoli. They met with a manly ease, mntuallir 
conscious of their ow4a abilities. The genenii 
spoke Italian and Dr. Johnsan English, and under- 
stood cme another very well, with a little of inter<r 
pretatien from Boswell, in which he compaied >him«> 
«elf to an isthmus, which joins two great continents. 
^pofiJohnson's approach, the general ^aid, « From 
4(^at I have read of your works, sir, and from 
what Mr« Boswell has told me of you, I have long 
hiM you in great Teneration.*' The general talked 
.of languages being formed on the particular notions 
aad manners of a people, without knowing which» 
we cannot know the language. We may know the 
direct signification of single words ; but by these 
no beauty of expression, no sally of genius, no wit 
iS conveyed to the mind. All this must be hy alln- 
vtm to other ideas. Johnson. ** Sir, yon talk of 
^gnage, as if you had never done any thing else 
bat study it, instead of governing a nation." Paou . 
." Qitesto e im troppo gran eomplimwto : this Is 
too great a compliment.'* Johnson. " I should 
'haSK thought so, if I had not heard ^you talk." 

Johnson advised Boswell to complete a dictionary 
of words peculiar to Scotland, of which he had 
shown him a spedmen. " Sir,*' said he, " Ray 
has made a collection of north-country words i by 
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coBectiDg those of your coantry, yoa will do ft^ 
mdul thiDg towards the history of the laugiiage." 

Talking of langiti^, Johnsoa observed, that 
Ldbaitz had made some progres» in a woric, tracing; 
all languages up to the Hebrew. " Why, sir/' 
said he, ** you would not imagine, that the French 
Jour, day, is derived from the Latin dies, and yet 
nothing is more certain ; and the intermediate steps 
are very clear. From dies, comes diurnus; tifm is, 
by intecurate ears, or inaccurate pronunciation, 
easily confounded with giu ; then the ItaHans forni 
a substantive of the ablative of an adjective, and 
thence ^ftf r»o, or, as they roalce it, ^torno ; which 
is readily contracted into giour, or Jour J* He ob- 
served that the Bohemian language was true Sda- 
▼onic. Mr. Kristrom, a Swede, said it had some 
similarity, with the German. Johnson. " Why, 
sir, to be sure, such parts of Sclavonia as. confine 
with Germany will borrow German words; and 
such parts as confine with-Tartary will borrow Tar- 
tar words.*' 

He eaid, he never had it properly ascertained, 
that the Scotch Highlanders and the Irish under- 
stood each other. Boswell told him, that his 
cousin, colonel Graham, of the Royal Highlanders, 
whom he met at Drogheda, said they did. JLohn- 
soN. '' Sir, if the Highlanders- understood Irish, 
why transfate the New Testament into Erse, aftwas 
lately done at Edinburgh, when there is an Irish 
translation ?" Boswell. ** Although the Erse 
and Irlkh are both dialects of the same language, 
there may be a good deal of diversity between thent, 
OS between the different dialects in Italy.*' 

Sir Alexander Macdonald said to him» " I have 
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beeiii correctinif several SoottitH »opentl In * mr 
friend Bostvell : I doubt^ sir, if any Scotclinftii 
ever attaiDS to a perfect English promiuciaticm.*' 
Johnson'. *' Why, sir, few of them do, because 
they do not persevere, after acqairing a obtain de- 
gree of it i bat, sir, there can be no doabt, that 
they may attain to a perfea English pronanciation^ 
if they will : we find how near they come to it; 
and certainly a man who conquers nineteen parts 
of the Scottish accent, may conquer the twentieth. 
But, sir, wlien a man has got the better of nine 
tenths, be grows weary, he relaxes bis diligence^ he 
finds he has corrected his accent so far as not to be 
disagreeable, and he no longer desires his friends 
to tell him when he is wrong; nor does he choose 
to be told. Sir, when people watch me narrowly^ 
and I do not. watch myself, they will find me Oat to 
be of a particular county : in the same manner, 
Dunning may be found out to be a Devonshire man : 
60 most Scotchmen n^ay be foand out. But, sir^ 
little aberrations are of no disadvantage. I never 
catched Mallet in a Scotch accent ; and yet Mallet, 
I suppose, was. past fiye-and.twenty before he came 
to London.*' 

The earl of Marehmont, with great good-humonr, 
related, that the master of a shop in London,, where 
he was not k:nown, said to liim, ^* I suppose, sir, 
you are an American." " Why so, sir fV said his 
lordship. '^Because, sir,*' replied the shopk:eeper, 
*' you spealc neither English nor Scotch, but some- 
thing different from both, which I condude is the 
language of America." 

Bosw£LL. ^' It may be of use, sir, to have a^- 
tlonary to ascertain the prouiuiHatioii. " Johnson* 
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** Why, sir, my Dictionary shows yon the aooents of 
words, if yoii can bat remember them." Boswux* 
** Bat, sir, we vrant marlis to ascertain the proDim« 
datioD of the vx)wels: Sheridan, I believe, has 
finished such a worls." Johnson. ''Why, sir, 
consider how much easier it is to learn a language 
by the ear, than by any marks. Sheridan's Dic- 
tionary may do very well ; bat yon cannot always 
onry it aboat with yoa : and, when you want the 
word, you have not the Dictionary.* It is like a 
man who has a sword that will not draw : it is an 
admirable sword, to be sure ; bat while yonr enemy 
is catting your throat, yoa are unaUe to use it. 
Besides, sir, what entitles Sheridan to fix the pn>- 
nanciation of English ? He has, in the first place, 
the disadvantage of being an Irishman : and if he 
says he will fa. it after the example of the best 
company, why they dcflfer among themselves. I 
remember an instance : when I published the Plaa 
for my Dictionary, lord Chesterfield told me that 
the word great should be pronounced so as to rhyme 
to state; and sir William Yonge sent me word, 
that it should be pronounced so as to rhyme to eeut^ 
and that none but an Irishman would pronounce it 
grait* Now here were two men of the highest rank, 
the one the best speaker in the house of lords, the 
o£l}er the best speaker in the house of commoBS, 
differing entirely.'* 

A person was mentioned, who, it was said, could 
take down in short hand the speeches in parliament 
with perfect etactnes*. Johnson. ** Sir, it-is im« 



^ « This remark was equally applicable to his own ; but he 
was no fkiend to Sheridan.— £iGL 
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{)06q|ble. I remember one Angel, wha cane tome 
to write for him a preface or dedication to a book 
upon short hand, and be professed to write as Ust 
as a man could speak. In oi-der to try him, I took 
down a book, and read while he wrote ; and I fy^ 
Toored him, for I read more deliberately than nsmd. 
I had proceeded but a very little way, when he begged 
I would desist^ for he could not follow me." 

Boewell read to him a letter which lord Mouboddo 
bad written, contaning some critical remarks upon 
the style of hisJourney to theWestern Islands of Scot- 
land. His lordship praised the very fine passage 
upon' landing at IcolmkiU : but his own style being 
exceedingly dry and hai'd, he disapproved of the 
richness of Jolmson's language, and of his frequent 
use of metaphorical expressions. Johnson. ** Why, 
sir, this criticism would be just, if,, in my style, sa- 
pei^uons words, or words too big for the thoughts, 
could be pointed out ; but this I do not believe ca;i 
be done. For instance, in the passage which lord 
Monboddo admires, * We were now treading that il- 
lustrious region,' the word Ulwtrwm contributes 
nothing to the mere narration ; for the fact might 
be told without it : but it is not therefore superflu^ 
■ous ; for it wakes the mind to peculiar attention^ 
where something of more than usual importance is 
to be presented. ' Illustrious !'— -for what ?— «nd ' 
then the sentence proceeds to expand the circum- 
stances connected with lona. And> sir, as to me- 
taphorical, expression, that is a great excellence in- 
style, when it.is used with propriety; for it gives you 
two ideas for one — convej's the meaning more lumi- 
nously, and generally with a perception of delight." 

He Couod faultwithBoiwjdl, iot using the phrade. 
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to make money. ** Don't yoa see/* said he, *f th« 
' impropriety of It ? To make money is to coin it : 
yon should say get money." The phrase, however, 
is pretty corrent. Bat Johnson was at all tiroes 
jealous of infractions upon the genaine English lani 
gnage, and prompt to repress colloqnial barharisins ; 
^ sach as pledging myself ^ for undertaking ; line, for 
department or branck, as, the civil line, the banking 
line.* He was particularly indignant against the 
almost universal use of the word idea in the sense of 
notion, or opinion, when it is clear that idea can only 
signify something of which an image can be formed 
in the mind. We may have an idea or image o( a 
mountain, a tree, a building ; but we cannot surely 
have an idea or image of an argummt or propoeition. 
Yet we hear the sagea of the law ' delivering their 
ideas upon the question under consideration ;' and 
the first speakers in parliament ' entirely coinciding 
in the idea which has been ably stated by an honour- 
able member;' — or, ' reprobating an idea as uncon- 
stitutional, and fraught with the most dangerous 
consequences to a great and free country.' John- 
son called this ' modern cant/ " 

E. ** The Irish language is not primitive : it is 
Teutonic ; a mixture of the northern tongues : it has 
much English in it.'* Johnson. ** It may have 
been radically Teutonic; but English and High 
Dutch have no similarity to the eye, though radically 
the same. Once, when looking into low Duteh, I 
found, in a whole page, only one word similar to 
English ; stroem, like stream, and it signified /lefe." 

• A dumdlet't shop It now icarcely ever advertised to be 
let or sold, but m «< a dtop in 1Sb» general iintr^VA^ 
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£. " I remember having seen a Dutch sonnet. In 
which iTbund this word, roesnopies. Nobody wonld 
think at first that this could be English ; bat when 
we inquire, we find roes, rose; and nopie, knob; 
80 we have rose-buds,** 

W>en Johnson was engaged on the Lives of the 
Poetsi Boswell applied to the earl of Marchmoht, to* 
give him some information concerning Pope. The ' 
earl complied with great readiness, but asked^ ^' Will 
he write the Lives of the Poets impartially? He 
was the first that brought Whig and Tory into a 
Dictionary. And what do you think of his defini- 
tion of ejpcise ? Do you know the history of his 
aversion to the word transpired* Then taking 
down the folio Dictionary, he showed it, with this 
censure on its secondary sense : *' To escape from 
secrecy to notice ; a sense lately innovated from 
France, without necessity.'* " The truth was," 
said his lordship, ** lord Bolipgbroke, who left the 
Jacobites, first.used it ; therefore it was to be con- 
demned. He should have shown what word would 
do for it, if it was unnecessary." Boswell afterwards 
put the question to Johnson. '* Why, sir," said he, 
** get abroad** Boswjbll. ** That, sir, is usipg two 
words." Johnson. <' Sir, there is no end of this. 
Yon may as well insist to have a word for old age.*' 
BoswBLL. " Well, sir, Senectus,** Johnson." Nay, 
sir, to insist always that there should be one word 
tO'Cxpress a thing in English, because there is one 
in another language, is to change the language." 

Dr. iJofanson seemed to take a pleasure in speak« 
iag in his owu style ; for when he had carelessly 
missed it, ^e would repeat the thought translated 
into it. Talking of the oomedy of the Reheftcsal^ be 
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a^d, '^It luw not wU cooagh to keep it swtetJ^ 
Thii was easy ;— lie therefore caaght himself^ aofll 
pconennced a more roaod sentence^'* It has aoi. 
vitality enongh to preserve it from patrefactioii;" 

Boswell, talking of translation, said, he ooald not 
define it, nor coold he think of a similitiide to ilhis-> 
tnate it; hut that it appeared to Ikim, tlie traada* 
tk>n of poetry conld be oniy imitation. JoonsoNi 
** Yon may translate hooks of sdence exactly. Yoa 
may dso translate history, in so for as it is not ens* 
hellisbed with oratoryy which is poetical. Poetry, 
indeed, cannot be translated ; and, therefore. It is the 
poets that preserve languages; for we would not be 
at the trouble to learn a language. If we could haive 
all that is written in it just as well in a translation r 
but, as the beauties of poetry cannot be preserved in 
any language except that in which it was originally 
written, we learn the langui^;e.** 

Johnson told, in his lively manner, the following 
literary anecdote : <* Green and Guthrie, aulrish-* 
num and a Scotchman, undertook a translation of 
Dahalde's History of China. Green said of Guthne, 
that he knew no English; and- Guthrie of Green, 
that he knew no French ;. and these two undertook 
to translate Duhalde's History of China. In this 
translation* there was found,—' the twenty-rixdi 
day qf the new moon.' Now, as the \diole age of^ 
the moon is but twenty- eight, days, the moon, in* 
stead of being new, was nearly as old. as it oould be. 
The blunder arose from their, n^stalung the word. 
nmivicme, ninth, for nouMtte^ or nmtMf, new." 

Mr. Wilkes described oratory, as accompanied 
with all the charms of poetical expression. JosM*' 
soM^ " No, sir ;.OEatory is the power Qf^beatingdown 
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70ur adversary*? arguments* and putting better in 
their place." Wilkes. ** Bnt this does not moT€ 
the passions.** Johnson. " He must be aM'ealL 
man, who is to be so moved.*' Wilkes. (iiami|ig )i ' 
celebrated orator) ** Amidst all the brilliaucy of 
• • • «'s imagination, and the exuberance of his 
wity there is a strange want of taste, . It was ob- 
served of Apelles's Venus, that her flesh seemed as 
if she had been nourished by roses : his oratory 
would sometimes make one suspect that he eats po- 
tatoes, and drinks Whisky." 

Johnson and Boswell were conversing of public 
speaking. Johnson. *' We must not estimate a 
man's powers by his being able or not able to deliver 
hia sentiments in public. Isaac Hawkins Browne, 
one of the first wits of this country, got into parlia- 
ment, and never opened his mouth. For my own 
part, I think it is more disgraceful never to try to 
speak, than to try it, and fail ; as it is more dis- 
^ graceful not to fight, than to fight, and b6 beaten.'^ 
This argument appeared to Boswell fallacious ; for if 
» man has not spoken, it may be said, that be wonid 
have done very well if he had tried ; whereas, if he 
'has tried and failed, there is nothing to be said for 
:him : he therefore asked, <* Why then is it thought 

• disgraceful for a man not to fight, and not disgrace- 
fnl not to speak in public ?'* Johnson. *^ Because 

• there may be otber reasons for a man's not speaking 
in public, than want of resolution ; he may have ' 
Clothing to say (laughing) : whereas, sir, you know 

■courage is reckoned the greatest of all- virtues ; be- 
cause, unless a man has that virtae^ he has no secn« 
rity for preserving any other.** 

VOL. II. p 
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At Mr. Thrale's one evemog, he tqiealed his 
ttMal parodoxical declamation agaiofit action in pub- 
lic speakiog. '* Action can baTe no effect upon re»- 
toaable mindfl. It may augmefit noise, Imt it never 
can enforce argument. If yon speak to a dog, yoE 
use action ; yon hold up your hand thus, because he 
is a brute ; and, in proportion as men are removed 
from brutes, action will have the less iuflueuce upon 
them." Mrs, Thrale. " What then, sir, become^ 
of Demo«thenes*K saying — 'Action, action^ action ?' " 
Johnson. " Demosthenes, madam, spoke to an aa- 
iiembly of brutes ; to a barbarous people.'' 

No. XII. 

POLITICS. 

BoiiWELL having accompanied Johnison on a visit to 
Oxford, tells us, among other things, *' In an even- 
ing we frequently took long walks from Oxford into 
the country, returning to supper. Once, in our way 
home, we viewed the ruins of the abbeys of Oseney 
and Rewley, near Oxford. After at least half an 
hour's silence, Johnson «aid, ' I viewed them with 
indignation !' We had then a long conversation on 
Gothic buildings ; and iu talking of the for'tu of old 
halls, he said, ' In these halls, the fire-place was an- 
' ciently always in the middle of the room, till the 
Whigs removed it on one side.' "*— An uhquestion- 
abJe improvement : though Johnson was so desperate 
a Tory, that it seems he would rather have been 
smothered with smoke, after the manner of our fore- 
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fothers, than owe any obligations to those of oppo* 
site political principles. 

£ven this zealous friend of his admits ^'His intro- 
ducing his own opinions, and even prejudices, under 
general definitions of words, while, at the same time; 
the original meaning of the words is not explained $ 
, as his Tory, fFhigy Pemion, Oats, Ea^cise, and a 
few more, cannot be fully defended, and must be 
placed to the account of capricious and humorous 
indulgence. Talking to me upon this subject when 
we were at Ashbourne in 1777, he mentioned a still 
stronger instance of the predominance of his private 
feelings in the composition of this work, than any 
now to be found in it. ' You know, sir, lord Gower 
forsook the old Jacobite interest. When I came to 
the word Renegado, after telling that it meant ''one 
who deserts to the enemy, a^ revolter," I added, 
** Sometimes we say a Gower." Thus it went to the 
press ; but the printer had more wit than I> and 
struck it out.' " 

On another occasion, this gentleman observes, 
" The London Chronicle, which was the only news- 
paper he constantly took in, being brought, the offiiJe 
of reading it aloud was assigned 16 me. I was di- 
verted by His impatience. He made me pass over so 
many parts, that my task was very easy. He would 
not suffer one of the petitions to the king about the 
Middlesex election to be read." 

" To such a degree of unrestrained frankness/' 
saysBoswell, "had he now accustomed me, that, in 
the course of this evening, I talked of the numerous . 
reflections which had been thrown out against him 
on account of his having a pension from his present 
m^esty. * Why> sir^ said he, with a hearty laagfa. 
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it is a mighty foolish-iioise. that they make.* I h^v^ 
accepted of a pension a» a reward, which has been 
thought doe to my literary merit ; and now that I 
have this pension, I am the same man in every re- 
spect that I have ever been ; I retain the same prin- 
ciples. It is trne, that I cannot now curse (sm41ing) 
the honse of Hanover ; nor would it be decent of ' 
me to drink king James's health in the wine that 
king George gives me money to pay for : but, sir> I 
think that the pleasure of cursing the house of Han- 
over, and drjnking king James's health, are amply 
overbalanced by three hundred pounds a year.* 

"There washere> most certainly, an affectation of 
more Jacobitism than he really bad ; and indeed j an 
intention of admitting for the moment, in a much 
'greater, extent than it really existed, the charge of 
disaflfection imputed to him by the world, merely 
for the purpose of showing how dexterouslybe could 
repel an attack, even though he were placed in the 
most disadvantageous position ; for 1 hare heard 
him declare, that if holding up' his right hand Would 
have secured victory at €uUoden to prince Charles's 
^army^ ite was uot sure he would have held it up.; so 
little confidence had he in the right claimed by the 
honse of Stuart, and so fearful was he of the conse- 
quences of another revolution on the throne of 
■ Great Britain ; and Mr. Topham Beanclerk assured 
me, he had heard him say this before he had his 
pension. At another time, he said to Mr» Langton, 

• ♦* When I mentioned the same idle'clamour to him aeve- 

, 'ral years afterwards, he said, with a smile, ' I wish my pea- 

«ioik wete twice as large> that they might make twice as much 
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t Nothrog has ei'er offered, that has made it worth' 
tny while to considerthe question fully.' He, how^ 
ever, also said to the same gentleman, talking of king 
James the Second, ' It was become impossible for 
him to reign any longer in this country.' He, no 
doubt, had an early attachment to the house of 
Stuart ; but his zeal had cooled as his reason strength- 
ened. Indeed, I heard him once say, * that after 
the death of a violent Whig, with whom he used 

. to contend with great eagerness, he felt- his Toryism 
much abated.' 1 suppose; he meant Mr. Walni'sley. 
** Yet, there is no doubt; that at earlier periods, 
fae was Wont often" to- exercise both his pleasantry 
andiugenuity in' talking Jacbbitism. My much re- 
spected friend, -Dr. Douglas, n6w bishop of ShUs- 
li^nry, has favoured me with the following admi- 

. rable instance, from, his lordship's own recollection. 
One day, when dining at old Mr. Laiigton's, where 
Miss Roberts, his niece, was one^of the'company — 
Johnson, with his usual com'placent attention to the- 
fair sex, took her by the hand, and said, * My dear, 
I hope you are a Jacobite.*- Old Mr. Langton, who, 
though a high and steady Tory, 'was attached to the 
present royal family,- seamed offended, and asked 
Johnson, with great warmth, what he could mean 
by putting such a question to his niece? *- Why,sir,^ 
said Johnson, I meant no offence to- your niece ; I 
meant her a great compliment.^ A Jacobite, sir, be- 
lieves in the divine right of kings." He that believes 
in the divine right of kings believes in a divinity.- 
A Jacobite believes in the divine right of bishops. 
He that believes in the divine right of bishops, 
believes in the divliie authority of the ChristiaD 
reUgion: tl^refore, sir, a Jacobite is neither ail 
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atbeUt DOT a deist. That canoot be gajd of a Whigi 
for ff^higgiam U a negation of all principle** 

They talked of bis two principal pampblets. The 
False Alarm, and Thoughts concerning Falkland's 
Islands. Johnson. <' Well, sir, wbkh of them did 
yon think the best?" Boswbll. <' I liked the se- 
coDd best." Johnson. '' Why, sir, I liked the firat 
best ; and fieattie liked the first best. Sir, there is 
a subtlety of disquisition in the first that is worth 
all the fire of the second." Boswbll. " Pray, sir, 
is it true that lord North peud you a yisit, and that 
you got two hundi'ed a year in addition to your pen- 
sion?" Johnson. *' No, sir: except what I had 
from tlie bookseller, I did not get a farthing by 
them : and, between you and me, I believe lord 
North is no friend to me." Boswell. '' Bow so, 
sir?** Johnson. " Why, sir, you cannot account 
for the fancies of men." 

That Taxation no Tyranny was written at the 
desire of those who were then in power, there can 
be no doubt ; and, indeed, he owned to Boswell, 
that it bad been revised and curtailed by some of 
them. He told him, that they had struck out one 
passage, which was to this effect : << That the co- 
lonists could with no solidity argue^ from their not 
having been taxed while in their infancy, that they 
should not now be taxed. We do not put a calf into 
the plough ; we watt tiU he is an ox." He said, '< they 
struck it out either critically, as too ludicrous, or po> 
litically, as too exasperating ; I care not which. It 
was tlieir business. If an architect says, I will build 
five stories, and the man who employs him says, I 
will, have only three— the employer is to decide.'* 
V Yes, sir," sa^d Boswell, << in ordinary eases : but 
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sboald it be sawhen tlie architect givei bii skiU dad 
labour gratis /" 

Of this pamphlet, he said^ '' I think I have not 
been attacked enoagh for it. Attack is the re-ae- 
tlon ; 1 never think I have hit hard unless it rebounds.** 
BoswELL, *' I don't know sir what you would be at. 
Five or six shots of small arms in every newspaper, 
and repeated cannonading in pamphlets, mighty I 
think, satisfy you. But, sir, you'll never make out 
this match, of which we have talked, with a certain 
polideal lady, since you are so severe against her 
principles." Johnson. '' Nay, sir, I have the better 
cliance for that. She is like the Amazons of old ; 
she must be courted by the sword. B)it I have uoi 
been severe upon her." Boswbll. "• Yes, sir, yon 
have made her ridiculous." Jobns<h<. " That vrae 
already done, sir. To endeavour to make Aerriiu 
cukms, is like blacking the chimney." 
. He talked with a rough contempt of popular li- 
berty. *' They make a rout about unhersui liberty, 
without considering, that all that is to be valued, or 
indeed can be ei^oyed by individuals, is privatt 
liberty. Political liberty is good ouly so far as it 
produces private liberty. Now, sir, there is tbe 
liberty of the press, which you know is a constant 
topic. Suppose you and I, and two hundred niore, 
\rere restrained from printing our tboughtft : what 
then ? What proportion would that restraint upon 
fis bear to the private happiness of the nation." 

This mode of representing the ineouveuiencet of 
restraint as light and insignificant, was a kind of so* 
^histry, in which he delighted to indulge himself, 
in opposition to the extreme laxity, for which ^t baa 
been fasbionablr for too many to argue; when it is 



d by Google 



104 JOHHSOI/lAlfA. 

erideot, apoo reflection, that the verf essence <it 
goverameiit U restraint; and certain it is, tliat as 
government produces rational happiness, too mn^ 
restraint is better than too little. .Bot when restraint 
is unnecessary, and so close as to gall those whck are 
•object to it, the pef>ple may and ought to remon- 
strate ; and, if relief is not prranted, to resist. Of 
this manly and spirited principle, no man was more 
convinced than Johnson himself. 

He would not admit the importance of the ques- 
tion concerning the legality of general warrants* 
" Strfch a power," he said, " must be vested in every 
government, to answer particular cases of necessity; 
. aittd there can be no just cause of complaint, bnt 
when it is abused, for which those who administer 
government must be answerable. It is a matter of 
much iiidiflfereiice ; a matter about which the people 
care so very little, that were a man to be sent over- 
Britain to offer them an exemption from it at a half- 
penny a piece, very few would purchase it." • Bos- 
well adds, ** This was a specimen of that laxity of 
talking, which I had heard him fairly ackiiowledge ^ 
forsurely, while the power of granting generalwar- 
raiits was supposed to be legal > and the apprehension- 
of them hung over our heads, we did not po.sses8that 
security of freedom, congenial to our happy consti- 
tution, and which, by the intrepid exertions 'of Mr. 
Wilkes, has been happily established."' ' • 

Speaking of the national debt, he said, *• Itisan 
idle 'dream to suppose that the country can sink 
under it. Let the public creditors be ever so clamo- 
rous, the interest of raiilions must always prevail 
over that of thousands.'* 

Bosweli mentioned the motioD which had' beea 
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wade 10 tlie^b^ae of commons, to aboHsh the fast 
pf the 30th ot January. ** Why, sir, I conid have 
wished that it had heen a temporary act, perhapa^ 
to have expired with the century. I am against 
abolishing it, because that would be declaring it 
wrong to establish it ; bat I should have no objec* 
tion to make an act, continning it for another ceo* 
tury, and then letting it expire.** 

On another occasion, Boswell told bi^s, that Mrs, 
Macauley said, she wondered how he could reconcile 
his political princi pies with hid moral; his notions 
of inequality and subordination with wishing well 
to the hap^aess of all mankind, who might live 
so agreeably, had they all their portions of land, and 
none to domineer over another. Johnson^ *' Why 
sir, I reconcile my principles very well, because 
mankind are happier in a state of inequality and 6ub<r 
Qcdination. Were they to be in this pretty state of 
equality, they would soon degenerate into brutes $ 
they would become Monboddo's nation ; — their tj^ils 
would grow. Sir, all would be losers, were al| 
t» work for all -.-^they would have no intellectual 
improvement. All intellectual improreo^Qt arises 
from leisure : aU leisure arises from one working 
ior another.*' ; 

An emineni public character being mentioned— - 
JoHNsetr. '* I remember being present, when he 
^owed himself to he so corrupted, or at least some- 
Ihing 60 different from what I think right, as to 
maintaiu, that a member of parliament should go 
along virith bis party, right or wrong. Now, sir, this 
is so remote from native virtue-— from scholastic i^- - 
tue — that a good man mnst have undergone great 
change, ^fore he can reconcile himself .to such a 
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doctrine : It is maiotaintog, that ydn may li« to the 
public ; for you lie, wben yoa caU that right wbich 
yon think wrong, or the rei^rse. A friend of onrs, who 
Is too much an echo of that gentleman, observed, that 
a man who does not stick noiformty to a i>arty, is 
tMily waiting to be bought. Why then, said I, he 
is only waiting to be what that gentleman is already^** 

Of a person who diftered fromliim in politics, he 
f aid, " In private life he is a very honest gentleman ; 
but I will not allow him to be so in public life. 
People maybe honest, though they are doing wrong : 
that is between their Maker and them : bnt toe^ 
wIk> are suffering by tlieir pemicions condnct,are to 
destroy them. We are sure that • • ♦• acts from 
interest. We know what his genuine principles wei«. 
They who allow their passions to confound the di«> 
ttinctions between right and wrong, are criminal. 
They may be convinced ; but they have not come 
honestly by their conviction.'* 

It having lieen mentioned that a certmn female pOi- 
li^cal writer, whose doctrines he disliked, had of late 
become very fond of dress, sat hours togetlier at lier 
toilet, aud even put on rouge^^JoHNSON. " She is 
better employed at her toilet than using lier pen. 
It is better she should be reddening her own cheekSy 
than blackening other peopfe's characters." 

Johnson arraigned the modem politics of this 
country, as entirely devoid of all principle of what- 
ever kind. " Politics,*' sidd he, ** are now nothing 
more than means of risibg in the world. With this 
Dole view do men engage in politics, and their whole 
eonduct proceeds upon it. How different in that 
respect is the state of the nation now from what it 
was iu< the time of Charles the Firsts during the 
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ill&ar# Char las the Second. Hudibi^as affords a strong 
6iaii(§ fifooi, bow luuch hold potitkal principles bad theu 
^^im ^P^° ^^® minds of men. There is in Hudibras a 
^liip f^^^ ^'^ ^ bttUiou, which will always last : but^ 
t^^ to be sure, the brightest strokes of his wit owed 
B^^^ their force to the impression of the characters whieh 
lUMfe ^^ ^P^^ men's minds at the time ; to their knowr 
•flat '"^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^"^ ^" ^^^ street ; in short, being 
\g0 familiar with them; aod, above all, to bis satire 
jgl^g being directed against those whom a little while be- 
,. j^ fore they had bated and feared. The nation in gene- 
^ rai has ei^er been loyal ; has been at all times attach- 
tgti «d to the monarch, though a few daring rebels have 
wist ^^^'^ wonderfully powerful for a time. The murder 

^^j of Charles the First was undoubtedly not committed 

^ with the approbation or consent of the people. Had 

^g that been the case, parliament would uut have 

ventured to consign the regicides to their deservid 
^ puni^ueiit : and we know what exuberance of Joy 

^ there was when Charles the Second was restored* 

I If Charles the Second had bent all his mind to it— 

^ had made it his sole object— he might have been a$ 

•bsolute as Ijouis the Fourteenth.'* A gentleman 
observed, he wimld have done no harm if he had* 
Johnson. *< Why, «ir, absolute princes seldom do 
any harm : but they who are governed by them are 
governed by chance. There is no security for good 
Covernmeut.'V Cambridge. " There have bei^n 
iuany sad victims to absolute government." John^ 
«ON. ** So, sir, have tliere been to popular fac- 
tions.** 

Boswell consulting him upon a cause, Patersan 
and otheri against Alejpander and oiAers, which had 
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Ipeen decided by 'H- casting vote Id tbe^cotn-t of sek^ 
»ioQ, determiuing, that the corporation of6tiriing 
was corrupt, and setting ^ide the election of som^ 
of their officers ; because it was proved, that three of 
the leading men, wh^ influenced the majority, had 
entered iuto an, unjustifiable compact, of which^ 
however, the majority were ignorant; he dictated 
to him, after a little consideration, the following 
sentences upon the subject : 

** There is a difference between majority and «o- 
periority; majority is applied to number, and snpe* 
riority to power ; and power, like many other things, 
Ifl to be estimated, twn numero sedpondere. Now, 
though the greater number is not corrupt, the 
greater weight is corrupt, so that corruption predo- 
minates in the borough, taken collectively, though^ 
perhaps, taken numerically, the greater part maybe 
ilncorrupt. That borough, which is so constituted 
as to act corruptly, is in the eye of reason corrupt; 
whether it be by the uncontrollable power of a few^ 
or by an accidental pravity of the multitude. Thi 
objection, in which is urged the injustice of naaldng 
the innocent suffer with the guilty, is an objectioih 
not only against society, but against the possibility 
of society. - All societies, great and small, subsist 
upon this condition ; that* as the individuals derive 
advantages from union, they may likewise suffer in- 
conveniences ; that as those who do nothing, and 
sometimes those who do ill, will have the honours 
and emoluments of generah virtue and general pros- 
perity ; so those likewise who do nothing, or perhaps 
do well, must be involved in the consequences of 
predominant corruption." ^he decision was af« 
firmed in the house of lords. 
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He obeerved of lord Bute, *' It w^s said of An* 
gnstus, that it would liave b^u better for Rome 
that he had never been born^ or had uever died : 
«o, it would have been better for this nation if 
lord Bute had never been minister, or had never 
resigned." 

He said, " Walpole was a minister given by the 
king to the people i Pitt was a minister given by the 
people to the king-^as an adjunct." 

Having mentioned his friend, fhe second lord 
Southwell, he said, ** Lord Southwell was the high- 
est-bred man without insolence, that I ever was in 
company with ; the most qualified I ever saw. Lonl 
Orrery was not dignified ; lord Chesterfield was, but 
he was insolent. Lord •***•* is a man of coai'se 
manners, but a man of abilities and information. 
I don't say he is a man I would set at the head of 
a nation, though perhaps he may be as good as the 
next prime minister that comes ; bnt be is a man 
to be at the head of a club ; — I don't say our club*; 
— ^for. there's no such club." BoswEtt. " But, 
sir, was he not once a factious man ?" Johnson. 
** O, yes, sir, as factious a fellow as could foe found; 
one who was for sinking us all into the mob.'' Bos^ 
WELL. ** How then, sir, did he get into favour with 
the. king?" Johnson. ** Because,* sir, I suppose, 
he promised the king to do whatever the king 
pleased." 

When the corn-laws were in agitation in Ireland, 
by khich that country has been enabled not only to 
feed itself, but to expoi t corn to a large amount, 
lir Thomas Robinson observed, that those laws 
might be prejudicial to the corn trade of England. 
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** Sir Thomas/* said he, " yon talk tlie lan^riiage of 
ft sarage : what, sir ! wolild yon prevent any people 
from feeding themselves, if by any honest mewM 
they can do it ?" 

BoswELL. " Pray, Mr. Dilly, how does-Dr. Le- 
land's History of Ireland sell ?" Johnson, (bant- 
ing forth with a generous indignation,) *' Thelrnh 
are in a most unnatural state ; for we see there the 
minority prevailing over the majority. There is no 
instance, even in the ten persecutions, of soch seve- 
rity as that which the Protestants of Ireland have 
exercised against the Catholics. Did we tell them 
we have conquered thein, it would be above board: 
to punish them by confiscation and other penahieSy 
as rebels, was monstrous injustice. King Wiiliam 
was not their lawful sovereign : he had not been 
acknowledged by the parliament of Ireland, when 
they appeared in arms against him." 

He said, " The duration of parliament^ whether 
fot seven years or the life of the king, appears to 
me so immaterial, that I would not give a half crown 
to tarn the scale one way or the other. The habea9 
eorpus is the single advantage which our government 
has over that of other countries!" 

He observed, that " The statutes against bribery 
were intended to prevent upstarts with money from 
getting into parliament ;" adding, that " if he were 
a gentleman of landed property, he would tarn out 
all his tenants who did not vote for the candidate 
wfiom he supported.*' Langton. ** Would it not, 
sir, be checking the freedom of election ?** Jo«i«« 
SON. " Sir, the law does not mean that the prifi* 
lege of voting should be independeDt of old fa. 
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imly i&texmi; Qf the permaneDt property of tM 
country/'* 

The foUowiDg conrersatiun took place between a 
company of eminent men, of which Johnson was 
one. 

£. *' We hear prodigious compl^Hts at present of 
emigration. I am convinced that emigration makes 
ft country more populous." J. ** That sounds very 
much like a paradox.*' £. << Exportation of men, 
Ul(e exportation of all other commodities, makes 
more be produced." Johnson. *' But there would 
he more people were there not emigration, provided 
there wercr foodfor more." E. " No ; leave a few 
breeders, and you'll have more people than if there 
were no emigration." Johnson. ** Nay, sir, it is plain 
there will be more people if there are more breed 
ers. Thirty cows in good pasture will produce more 
calves than ten cows, provided they have good bulls.*' 
E, V There are bulls enough in Ireland," Johnson^ 
(8mili;ig.) " So, sir, I should think, from your argu- 
ment.'* BoswELL. *' You said, exportation of men, 
like exportation of other commodities, makes more 
be produced : but a bounty is given to encourage 
the exportation of corn, and no bounty is given for 
the exportation of men ; though, indeed, those who 
4{0 gain by it.*' R. <* But the bounty on the exportsu 
Uon of corn is paid at home.*' E. *' That's the same 
thing." Johnson. " No, sir." R. " A man who 
. ^ays at home, gains nothing by his neighbour's emi« 
;gratlng/' Boswell. '' I can understand that emi- 
nation may be the cause that more people may be 

• A zeady mode of enuuicipaiii]^ omselvcai from a law wtf 
4o not }ilsfi^£d. 
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prodaced ia a country; but the ccmntry' wiU not 
therefore be the more populous ; for the people is- 
sue from it : it can ouljr be said, that there is a 
flow of people. It is an encouragement to have 
children, to know that they can get a living by emU 
gratiou." R. << Yes, if there were an emigration 
of children under six years of age : but they don't 
eniigrate till they could earn their livelihood in some- 
way at home/' C. ** It is remarkable, that the 
most unhealthy countries, where there are the moss 
destructive diseases, such as Egyp^ and Bengal, are 
the most populous." Johnson. ** Countries which 
are the most populous have the most destructive dis- 
eases. That is the true state of the proposition.** 
€. 'f Holland is very unhealthy, yet it is exceedingly 
{k>pulous.'' Johnson. ** I know not that Holland 
is unhealthy ; bat its populousness is owing to an 
influx of people from- all other countries. Disease 
cannot be the cause of populousness ; for it not only 
carries off a great proportion of the people, but those 
who are left are weakened/ and unfit for the pnr- 
poses of increase." , 

Johnson's notion of the duty of a member of par* 
liament, sitting upon an election. committee, was 
very high ; and when he was told of a gentleman, 
upon one of those committees,-whe read the newspa- 
pers part of the time, and slept the rest, -while the 
merits of a vote were examined by the counsel ; and 
as an excuse, when challenged by the chairman, for 
such behaviour, bluntly answered, ^ I hadmavieiip 
my mind upon that case ;*' — Johnson, with an in* 
dignant contempt, said, *' If he was such a rogue as 
to make up his mind upon a case without hearing it, 
he should not have been such a fool as to tell it.". 
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" I think," said Mr. Dudley Long, now North, "the 
doctoi' has pretty plainly made him out to be both: 
rogue and fool." 

: R. <* Mr. B. I don't mean to flatter ; but when po»-. 
terity reads on£ of your speeches in pariiarnent, it, 
will be difficult to believe that. you took so much 
-pains, knowing with certainty, that It. could pro- 
duce no effeci — that not one vote would be gaiiiedby 
it." E. " Waving your compliment to me', I shall 
say, in general, that it is very well worth while for a 
man to take pains to speak well in parliametit. ' A 
man, who has vanity, speaks to display his.talents ; 
and,- if a man .speaks well, he gradually. establishes 
a certain reputation and consequence in the general 
opinion, which sooner or later! will have its political 
reward. Besides, though nut one vote is gained^ a 
good speech has its effect. Though an act which 
has been ably opposed passes into a law, yet in its 
progress it is modelled, it is softened in such'a man- 
ner, that we see plainly the minister has been told, 
that the 'members attached to him are so sensible of 
its injustice or absurdity, from what they have heard, 
that* it 'must be altered.*' Johnson. ** And, sir, 
there is a gratificatiou of pride. Though we can- 
not ont-vote them, we will out argue them. They 
Ihall hot do wrong, without its being shown both' to 
themselves and to the world." E. "The house of 
commons is a mixed^body. (I except the minority, 
which I hold to be pure [smiling]; but! take the 
whole house.) It is a mass by no means pure ; but 
neither is it wholly corrupt, though .there is a largie 
proportion of corruption in it. There are many 
juetiibers who generally go with the minister, .who 
will not go all lengths. There are many hpaest. 
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wdF-meaBuigcovntiygemleineD, who are in pariia* 
ment'only to keep up thccoiiseqaeiice of tMr Um\^ 
lies. Upon most of these a good speech will bave 
iafloence." Johnson^ "We are all more or less 
gorenied by interest : but interest will not make 
us do every thing. In a case which admits of doabt, 
.we try to think on the side which is for oar in- 
terest, and generally bring ourselves to act accord- 
ingly : but the sitl^ect must admit of drrersrty of 
colonring ; it must receive a colour on that side. 
In the house of commons there are members enough 
who will not vote what is gitrasly unjnst or absurd. 
NOy sir, there must always be right enough, or ap^ 
pearance of right, to keep wrong in countenance.'' 
BoswELL. " There is sorely always a majority in 
parliament who have places, or who want Co have 
them, and who therefore will be generally ready to 
support government withont requiring any pretext." - 
E, " True, sar ; that majority will always follow 

Quo clamor vocat et turbafawntium*** 

BoswELL. " Well, now, let us take the common 
phrase. Place-hunters. I thought they had hunted 
without regard to any thing, just as their hunts- 
man, the minister, leads, looking only to tiie prey.*'* 
J. " But, taking your metaphor, you know that in 



* Lord Bolingbrokc, who, howeTer detectable as ax 
physician, must be allowed to have had admirable talents at 
a political writer — ^thus describes the house of commons* in 
his Letter to sir William Windham : •* You know the na- 
ture of that assembly ; they grow, like hounds, fortd of the 
man who shows them game, and by whose halloo they are 
med to be encouraged. " 
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hunting there are few so desperately keenaii td M>» 
low without reserve. Some do not choose to leap 
ditches and hedges, and risk their necks, or gallop 
over steeps, or even to dirty themselves in hogi and 
mire/' Boswell. ** I am glad there are some good, 
qniet, moderate, political hunters." £. 'M believe 
in any body of men in England I should have been 
in the minority : 1 have always been in the minority.'' 
P. " The house of commons resembles a private €om<» 
pany. How seldom is any man -convinced by an^ 
other's argument ! passiod and pride rise against It.*' 
R. ** What would be the cousequeuce, if a minister» 
sure of a majority in the house of commons, should 
resolve that there should be no speaking at all upon 
his side?'' £. '^ He must soon go out. That has 
been tried, but it was foHnd it would not do." 

Russia being mentioned as likely to become a 
great empire, by the rapid increase of population : 
Johnson. " Why, sir, I see no prospect of tbdr 
propagating more. They can have no more children 
than they can get. I know of no inray to make them 
breed mere than they do. It is not from reason and 
prudence that people marry, but from iocliuation. 
A man is poor ; he thinks, * i cannot be worse, and 
80 m ev'n take Peggy.' " BoswELLt^ ** Bat have 
not nations been more populous at one' period than 
another?" Johnson. ** Yes, sir; but that has 
been owing to the people being less thinned at one 
period than another, whether by emigrations, war, 
or pestilence ; not by their being more or less pro- 
lific« Births at all times bear the same proportion 
to the same imraber of people." Boswell. ** But, 
to consider tlie state of our own country : — does not 
throwing a number of farms into one hand, hurt 
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population? JoHtfsoN. '< Why,no, sir; the same 
qsantity of food being prodQced, will be coDSumed 
by the same uumber of mouths, though the people 
may -lie disposed of in different ways. We see, if 
corn-be dear, and butchers' meat ciieap, the fanners 
wll apply themselves to the raising of corn, -till it 
becomes pleutifnl and. cheap; and then butchers' 
meat becomes dear : so that an equality is always 
preserved. No, -sir, let fanciful men do as they 
will : depend upon it, it is difficult to disturb the 
system of lift'/' Roswell. " But, sir, is it not a 
very bad thing for landlords to oppress their tenants 
by raising their rents?" Johnson.,*' Very bad; 
bQt, sir, it never can have any general infloeuce ; it 
luay distress some individuals. For, consider i]m : 
landlords cannot do without tenants. Now, tenants 
iviil'inot give more for laud than laud is worth. « If 
tlK^y can make more of their money by keeping a 
'i>hop,-or any other way, they'll do it^ and so oblige 
landlords to let land comeback taa reasonable rent, 
in order tliat they iijay get tenants. Land, in Eng- 
land, is an article -of commerce. A tetmnt, who 
pays his landlord his rent, thinks himself^uo more 
obliged to him, than you think you i-self obliged to'a 
.man, in whose shop you buy a piece of goods. He 
knows the landlord does not let him have his land 
for less than he can get from others, in the same 
'matfner as the shopkeeper sells his goods. No shop- 
tkeep^r sells a yard of ribband for six-{)ence, when 
fiev{*n-penoe is the current price." Boswell. 
«But,sir,<is it' m)t. better that tenants should be 
.dependent on landlVu*ds ?". >^ohnson. ** Why, sir, . 
as there are many more tenants than, landlords, 
perh^ps^ strictly speaking, we shooid wish not. 
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But,' If you please^ yon may let your lands, and fio 
get the value, part in mouey, and part in homage. I 
should agree with you in that. Boswell. " So» 
sir, you laugh at schemes of })olitical improvemeDl." 
Johnson. ** Why, sir, most schemes of political 
improvement are very laughable things," 



No. XIII. 

GOVERNMENT. 

A PARTY of literary friends spenc^iug the evening 
together at the Mitre tavern in Fleet-street, Gold- 
smith, as usual, endeavoured, with too much eager- 
uesSj to sMne, and disputed very warmly with Johm- 
son against the well-known mijtxim of the British 
•couRtitntion, ** the king can do no wrong;" affirm* 
ing, that ** what was morally fals& could not be po«. 
litically true; and, as the king might, in the exercise 
of his regal power, command and canse thfe doing of 
•what was wrong, it certainly might be said, in i^euse 
and in reason,- that he <Jonld do wrong," Johnj>on. 
•* Sir, you are to consider, that in ©nr constitution, 
ddcording to its true principles, the king is the 
head ; he is supreme ; he is above every thing; and 
there is no power by which he can be tried : there* 
fore it is, sir, tha( we hold the king can do no wrong; 
ibat whatever- may happen to be wrong in govern- 
ment, may not he above our reach, by being ascribed 
to majesty* Redress is alwayiS to be had against op-, 
pression^ by punishing the immediate agents. The 
king, though he should, command, cannot force a 
judge to coDdemn a man unjustly ; therefore^ it if 
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tlie jttdge whom we prosecute and pnnish* Politi- 
cal instttntioDS are formed upon the consideration 
<of what win most frequently t^nd to the good of the 
whole, although now and then exceptions may occur. 
Thus it is better, in general, that a nation should 
h?i7e a supreme legislative power, altliough it may 
at times be abused : and then, sir, there is this 
consideration — thati/the abuse be enormous. Nature 
will rise up, and, claiming her original rights, over' 
turn a corrupt political system.^^ 

In the year 1769, politics being mentioned^ he 
said, *' This petitioning is a new mode of distress- 
ing government, and a mighty easy one. I will tin- 
take to get petitions either against quarter guineas 
or half guineas, with the help of a little hot wine. 
There must be no yielding to encourage this ; the 
object is not important enough. We are not to 
blow up half a dozen palaces, because one cottage is 
burning." • 

- He observed, ** Providence has wisely ordered, 
that the more numerous men are, the more difficult 
it is for them to agree in any thing ; and so they 
are governed. There is no doubt, that if the pooi* 
should reason, * We'll be the poor no longer; we'll 
make the rich take their turn' — ^they could easily do 
it, were it not that they can't agree. So the commoA 
soldiers, though so much more numerous than their 
officers, are governed by them for the same reason," 

Dr. Maxwell said of Johnson, ** He detested the 
idea of governing by parliamentary corruption ; and 
asserted most strenuously, that a prince,steadily and 



* Unquestionably we should, if the burning this oae eott 
tdge threaten a geiieral conflagration.— JE^. 
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congpicaonsly pursuing the int^estsofhis people^ 
could not fail of parliamentary concurrence. A 
prince of ability, he contended, mighftaud should be 
the directing soul and spirit of his own adoiinistra^ 
tion ; in sliort, his own minister, and not the mere 
bead of a party : and then, and not till then, would 
the royal dignity be sincerely respected. 

** He seemed to think,,that a certain degree of 
crown influence over the houses of parliament, (not 
meaning a corrupt and shameful dependence) was 
.very salutary, nay, even ueoessary^in our mixed go- 
vernment. * For,' said he, ' if the members were 
under no crown influence, and disqualified from re- 
ceiving any gratification from court, and resembled, 
88. they possibly might, Pym, and Haslerig, and 
other stubborn and sturdy members of the loug par- 
liament, the wheels of government would be totally 
obstructed. Such men would oppose, merely to 
show their power, from envy, jealousy, and per* 
versity of disposition ; and not gaining themselv^es, 
would hate and oppose all who did : not loving the 
person of the prince, and conceiving they owed him 
little gratitude, from the mere spirit of insolence and 
contradiction, they would oppose and thwart him on 
all occasions. 

*' The inseparable imperfection anneifed to all hu- 
man governments, consisted, be said, in not bdng 
able to create a sufficient fund of virtue and princi- 
ffle, to carry the laws into due and effectual execu- 
tion. Wisdom might plan, but virtue alone can ex- 
ecute. And wliere could sufficient virtue be found ? 
A variety of delegated, and often discretionary,^ 
powers, must be entrusted somewhere ; which, if 
not governed by integrity and conscience, would oe- 
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ceasarily be abn«ed, till at last the constable w<nM 

sell his for a-shiUiog/' 

He bad great com passion for the niiseries aiMi dis«> 
trusses of the Irish nation, particularly the |)api»ts ; 
«iid severely reprobated the barbarous «ieb41itatiog 
policy of the British government, which, he said, 
was the most detestable mode of persecution. To a 
geBtlemao, who hinted soch policy might be neces- 
«ai7 to support the authority of the English govern* 
^ .ment, he replied, by saying, *' Let the authority, of 
.the goveri^ment perish, rather than,- be maintained 
l^ iniquity. Better would it be to rest rain the tar> 
^lence o^ the natives by the authority of the sword, 
and to make them amenable to law and justice by 
aH e^ectual and vigorous police, than to grind thera 
to powder by all manner of disabiiities and incapacU 
ties. Better to hang or drown people at once, than, 
by an unrelenting persecution, to beggar and atanv 
ihem." 

. Sir Alexander Macdonald observed, that the chan* 
cellors in England are chosen from views much in* 
ferior to the office; being chosen fr^ temporary 
political views.- Johnson. '* Why, sir, in such a 
government as ours, no man is appointed to an 
office because, he is the fittest for it, nor hardly in 
any other government; because there are so many 
connections and dependencies to be studied. A de>> 
spotic pi'ince may choose a man to an office, merely . 
'because'he is the fittest for it. The king of Prussia 
w^ydoit.^' . ..J 

^ Jn the Scottish schoolmaster's cause, which has 
been noticed at length under the head EdvCatiou, 
in Part I, lord Mansfield said, in the house of k^rds, . 
*\ My lords, severity is not the w^ to govern either 
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^8fi or men/' << Nay," said Johnson, ** it is the 
way to govern them ; I know not whether it be the 
way to mend them/' 

Upon the utate of the nation in 1775, he thus 
diseooFsed : ** Sir, the great misfortune now is, that 
fovernment has too little power. All that it has to 
bestow, mnst, of necessity, be gi?en to support itself; 
so that it cannot reward merit. No man, for in- 
stance, can now be made a bishop for his learning; 
and piety; his only chance for promotion i« his 
being connected with somebody who has parlia- 
mentary interest. Our several ministers in this 
rngn hare out-bid each other in concessions to the 
people. Lord Bate, though a very honourable man 
4— a man who meant well — a man who had his blood 
full of prerogative — ^was a theoretical statesman,—- 
a book-minister-— and thought this country could be 
governed by the ioAnence of the crown alone. Then^ 
sir, he gave up a great deal : he advised the king t(\ 
^^igree that the judges shonld hold their places for life, 
instead of iosing them at the accession of a new king*. 
Lord Bute, I suppose, thought to make the king po<» 
vpnlar by tills concession ; but the people never minded 
it; and itwto a most impolitic measure. There is no 
reason why a judge should hold his office for life, 
Ittore than any other person in public trust. A judge 
may be partial otherwise than to the crown : we 
have seen, judges partial to the populace. A judge 
may become corrupt, and yet there may not be legal ' 
evidence agiunst him. A judgemay l>ecome froward 
from age. A judge may grow unfit for his office in 
many ways t it was desirable that there shonld be 
a possibility of being delivered from him by a new 
king. Td^t is now gone by an act of parliament ^ar 

VOL. II. G 
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gratid of the crown. Lord Bate advised the king 
•to gire up a very lar^ soiu of money, for which no- 
body thanked him. It was of consequence to the 
king, but nothingto the public, among whom it was 
divided. When I say lord Bute advised, I mean, 
that such acts were done when he was ministe^, 
and«we are to suppose that he advised thera.^r 
Lord Bute showed an undue partiality to Scotch- 
men. He turned out Dr. Nichols, a very eminent 
man, from being physician to the king, to make 
room for one of his countryuten, a man very low in 
his profession. He had **♦**♦♦ and • • » • to go 
on errands for him. He had occasion for people to go 
on errands for him,but he should not have had Scotch- 
men ; and certainly, he should not have suifered them 
to liave access to him before the first people in Eng- 
land." Bo«^wELL. *' The admission of one of them 
before the first.^people in England, which has given 
the greatest oifence, was no more .than what hap- 
^ns at every minister's levee, where, those who at- 
.tend are admitted in the order that they have come, 
which is better than admitting them according -to 
their rank ; for, if that were to be the rule, a man 
who has waited all the morning might have: the 
jnortification to see a peer, newly come, go in before 
him, and keep him waiting still." Johnson. ''True, 
8ir;:but • ••• should not have come to the levee^ 
to be in the way of people of consequence. He saw 
lord Bute at all times ; and could have said what he 
had to say at any time, as well as at the levee. There 
is now no prime minister : there is only an agept 
for government in the. house of commo^. We are 
governed by the cabinet : but there is no oi)e head 
tju;re since sir Bobert Walpole's time." Boswell. 
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** What then, sir, is thetise of parliameut ?" John-^ 
SON. ** Why, sir, parliament is a large council to 
the king ; and the advantage of such a council is, 
having a great number of men of property con- 
cerned in the legislature, who, for their own in- 
terest, will not consent to bad laws. And you must' 
have observed, sir, the administration is feeble and 
timid, and cannot act with that authority and reso- 
lution which is necessary. Were I in power, I 
would turn out every man who dared to oppose me. 
Government has the distribution of offices, that it 
may be enabled to maintain its authority. Lord 
Bute took down too fast, without building up some- 
thing new.** BoswELL. ** Because, sir, he found a 
rotten building. The political coach was drawn by 
a set of bad horses ; it was necessary to change 
them." Johnson. ** But he should haw changed 
them one by one." 

On another occasion, he said, ** The mode of go*, 
vernment by one may be ill adapted to a small so- 
ciety, but is btst for a great nation. The charac- 
teristic of our own government at present is imbe- 
cility. The magistrates dare not call the guards for 
fear of being hanged ; the guards will not come, 
for fear of being given up to the blind rage of popu- 
lar juries." [Tempore mutafttvr.'] 

Talking of different governments — Johnson. 
** The more contracted power is, the moi-e easily it 
is destroyed. A country governed by a despot is an 
inverted cone. Government there cannot be so firm, 
as when it rests upon a broad basis gradually con« 
tracted, as the government of Great Britaiir, which 
Is founded on the parliament j then is in the privy- 
council^then in the king." Boswell. ** Power, when 
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cratncted into the person of a despot, maybe easily 
destroyed, as the pi-ince may be cot off. So Caligala 
ivisfaed that the people of Rome had bnt one neck, 
that he might cut them off at a blow." General 
OoLETHORPE. " It Was of t)ie senate he wished that. 
The senate, by its usorpation, controlled both the 
emperor and the people. And don't yon think that 
we see too mnch of that in our own parliament ?* 



No. XIV. 

MORALS. 

On this subject, he said, " The molality of an 
action depends on the motive from which we act. 
If I fling half a crown to a beggar with intention to 
break his head, and he picks it np and buys victuals 
with it, the physical effect is good ; but, with re< 
spect to me, the action is very wrong. So, reli- 
gious exerdses, if not performed with an intention 
to please God, avail us nothing : — as our Saviour. 
says of those who perform them from other mo* 
tives, * Verily they have their reward.' " 

Of a gentleman who was mentioned, he aidd, 
" I have not met with any man, for a long time, 
who has given me such general displeasure : he is 
totally fixed in his principles, and wants to puEsle 
other people." Boswell said his principles had 
^ been poisoned by a noted infidel writer, but that he 
was nevertheless a benevolent good man. John* 
SON. *' We can have no dependence upon that in^ 
stinctive, that constitutional goodness, which is not 
founded upon ]>rinciple. < I grant you, that such a 
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man may he a very suniable. member of society. I 
can conceive him placed ia snch a situation, that be 
18 not much tempted to deviate from what is right} 
and as every man prefers virtue, when there is nol 
some strong incitement to transgress its pFCceptfl, 
I can conceive him doing nothing wrong. But if 
such a man stood in need of money, I should not 
like to trust him 5 and I should certainly not trust 
him with young ladies, for there there is always 
temptation. Hume, and other sceptical innovators, 
are vain men, and will gratify themselves at any 
expense : truth will not afford sufficient food to 
their vanity; so they have betiaken themselves to 
error. Truth, sir, is a cow, which will yield snch 
people no more milk, and so they are gone to niilk 
the buU. If I could have aUowed myself to gratify 
my vanity at the expense of truth, what fame noght 
J have acquired I Every thing, which Hume ha* adr 
vanced against Christianity, had passed through my 
mind long before he wrote. Always remember this 
*^that, after a system is well settled upon po^ve 
evidence, a few partial objections ought not to 
shake it. The human mind is so limited, that U 
cannot take in all the parts of a sul^ect ; so that 
there may be objections raised against any tMng. 
There are objections against a plenum, and objec- 
tions against a vacuum i yet one of them must cer- 
tmoly be true." 

Johnson. " Hove the university of Salamaoea; 
for when the Spanitarde were in doubt as to the 
lawfulness of their conquering America, the «ri- 
▼ersity of Salamanca gave it as their opinion, that 
It was not lawfal." He spoke this with great emo- 
4ion, and with that geaeroiM warmth, which dic- 
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tated the lines iu his LondoD, against Spanish en- 
croachment. 

*, He talked of the heinousness of the crime of 
adultery, by which the peace of families was <le. 
stroyed. He said, *' Confusion of progeny consti- 
tutes the essence of the crime ; and, therefore^ a 
woman who breaks hei* marriage vow is much more 
criminal than a man who does it. A. man, to be 
sure, is criminal in the sight of God ; but he does 
■not do his wife a very material injury, if he does not 
insult her : if, for instance, from mere wantonness 
of appetite, he steals privately to her chamber- 
maid. Sir, a wife ought not greatly to resent this. 
I would not receive home a daughter who had ran 
away from her husband on that account. A wife 
should study to reclaim her husband by more atteo- 
tion to please him. Sir, a man will not, once in a 
hundred instances, leave iiis wife, and go to a harlot, 
if his wife has not been negligent of pleasing." 

Here he discovered that acute discrimination, 
that solid judgment, and that knowledge of human 
nature, for which he was, upon all occasions, re- 
markable. Taking care to keep in view the moral 
and religious duty, as understood in our nation, he 
■showed clearly, from reason and good sense, the 
greater degree of culpability in the one sex devia- 
ting from it than the other ; and,,at the same time, 
inculcated a very useful lesson as to the way to 
keep htm. 

• Boswell asked him if it was not hard, that oiie 
'deviation from chastity should so absolutely ruin a 
young woman. Johnson. " Why no, sir ; it is the 
•great principle which, she is^aughc When she has 
. given up that principle, she has given up every no- 
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tion of female honour and virtue, which' are all iQ> 
eluded in chastity." } 

■ At a party at Mr. Dilly's, he, as usual, defended 
luxury : ''You cannot speud money in luxury with- 
out doing gopd to the poor. Nay, you do more 
good to them by spending it in luxury — you make.^ 
them exert industry ; whereas, by giving it, you keep 
them .idle. .1 own, indeed, there may be more" 
virtue in giving it immediately in charity, than in 
spending it in luxury; though there maybe pride 
in that too. Miss Seward. *' is uot this Mande- 
ville's doctrine of * Private Vices Public Benefits ?* '\ 
Johnson. " The fallacy of that book, is, that 
Mandeville defines neither vices nor benefits. He 
reckons among vices every thing that gives pleasure. 
He takes the narrowest sy»tem of morality — mo-, 
nastic morality — which holds pleasure itself to be a 
vice ; such, as eating salt with our fish, because it 
makes it better ; and he reckons wealth as a public 
benefit, vvhich is. by no means always true. . Plea- 
sure, of itself, is not a vice. Having a garden, whicli, 
we all know to be perfectly innocent, is a great 
pleasure. At the same time, in this state of being 
there are. many pleasures vices, which, ^lowever, are 
so immediately agreeable, that we can hardly abs- 
tain from them. The happiness of heaven will be,' 
that pleasure, and virtue will be perfec^tly consis- 
tent. Mandeville puts the case of a man who gets 
drunk at an alehouse ; and says it is a public be- 
nefit, because so much money is got by it to the 
public. But it roust be considered, that all the 
good gained by this, through the. gradation of ale-' 
house-keeper, brewer, maltster, and .fa]:mer, is 
over-balanced by the evil caused to the man and his 



d by Google 



Ilt% JOHffSOKIikifA. 

itmilf by bis getttog drank. Tlito is tite way to 
try what is vicions ; by ascertainiiig wbethermore 
tml than good is produced by it apoir the wliote, 
which is the case in aU vice. It may happea, that 
good is produced by vice, bm not as viee ; for In- 
stance, a robber may take money ftoA its owner, 
and give it to one who will midce a better nae of 
It. Here is good produced ; but not by the TotK 
bei-y as robbery, but as a translation of property. 1 
lead Mandeviile forty, or, I believe, fifty years ago. 
He did not puzzle me ; he opened my views into 
real life very much. ' No, it is clear, that the happi> 
ness of society depends on virtue. In Sparta, theft 
was alioi^ed by general consent ; theft, therefore, 
was there not a crime ; but then there was no secu- 
rity ; and what w life must they have had, when 
tiiere was no sectirity ! .Without xrpth there tenst 
be a dissolution of society. A^ it is, there is so 
UttU frttth, that we are almost afraid to trust our 
ears : but how shouid we be, if falsehood were 
multiplied ten times ? Society is held together hf 
eompaunication and information ; and I remember 
this remark of sir T{^omas Brown's, * Do the devil* 
lie ? No, for then hdl could not subsist.' "* 
* Johnson had formed the design of writing the 
history of the war, during which George the Third 
commenced his reign. On this. Bos well remarks, 
'* How much is it to be regretted that f his ioten- 
was not fulfilled !- His majestic expression would 
have carried down to the latest posterity the glo- 
rious aehieveineuts of his country, with the same 
fervent glow which they prodaeed on the mind at 
tlietime. He would have been under.no tempta^ 
tibn to deviate in any degree from truth, which be 
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lield rwf saicped; or to take a lioeDce, whieb a 
learDedtl^viDe told me, heo&ce fleemed, iu aconver* 
aa^R, joei^arly to allow to hbtoriaiM. ' There 
are (said he) ioeacasable liet, and consecrated liesv 
For instoaee, we are told, that, on the arrival of 
Ifae newa of the unfortunate baltle of Fontenoy^ 
every, heart beat» and evavy eye was in tears; Now 
WV' know» th«t no man ate his dinaei' the worse ; 
Jbat there should have been all this oonoem ; and to 
aay there mu, (smUing) may be reckoned a cottae« 
evatedlie.'" . 

He told Boswelly that he went np.to hl& Ubrary 
without mentioning it ta lue aeitvant^ when he 
wanted to study secnre fvom iuterroption; for be 
wottld tot allow hie secvant to svjf he was. not as 
borne, when he really was. ^' A aesvaot's stricft 
vegavd foY' tratk (said be) must be weakenod by 
such a practice. A philosopher may know» that it 
is merely a form of d^aajal ; but few aenraal^ are 
saeh nice- d^stHigutshers. If I accaetom a. servani 
to lie for AM, have I not reason tio^appjEebend thai 
he will tell many Ues for himself ?'* 

He said, <* Hnraaii experience, which is eon* 
staotly eoQtiadictiug tlieory, ia the great <teat of 
tsath^ A system, built upon the diaGOveFies of a 
gaeab many miads, is always oi^mote strength than 
what iapvoduoed by the mere wonkiogB of any qsm 
mind, which, of itself can do little There is not 
so poor a book in> the world, tiiat would not be a 
predigieus effopt, were it wrongbt out entirely by 
a single mind, without the aid of priotr iaresttgat 
tofs. The: Ffenck writers ana aapei:ficial, becaose 
th^ ave not s^holarsi and so paocecd upon the 

o2 
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niere power of thtir owo minds ;• aod we see hotf 
rery little power they have." 
'^ ThelmportaDce of strict aod scmpnlons veradtjr 
cannot be too often inculcated. Johnson was known 
to be so rigidly attentive to it, that.e?en in hit 
common conversation the slightest circnmstaDOO 
was' mentioned with exact precision. The know* 
ledge of his having such a principle and habit made 
his ffit^nds have a perfect reliance on the tmth of 
every, thing that he told, however It migbt have 
been doubted, if told by many others. *' As an In^ 
'Stance of this," says Boswell, *' I may. mention, an 
odd incident which he related as having happened 
to him one night in Fleet-street. * A geutlewoman 
(said he) begged I would give her my arm to assist 
her in crossing the street, which I accordingly did ; 
Upon which she offered me a shilling, supposing me 
to be the watchman. I perceived that she was 
somewhat in liquor.' This, if told by most people^ 
Would have been thought an invention ; when told 
-by Johnson, it was believed by his friend^ as mjicb 
as if they had seen what had passed.". 

Boswell saying it was a pity that truth was not 
so firm as to bid defiance to all attacks, so that it 
might be shot at as mnch as people chose tojiN 
tempt, and yet remain unhurt. Johnson. *' Tbeii| 
sir, it would not be shot at. Nobody attempts ta 
dispute that two and tv^ make four : but with con* 
tests eooceming moral truth, human passions aise 
generally mixed ; and therefore it must ever be liable 
to fttsault and misrepresentation." 
' The same gentleman stated to him this case :*^ 
i* Svppose a man has a daughter^ who he knovei 
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luik been sednoed, bat her toisforfode is concealed 
from the world ; should he keep her in his house ? 
^ould he not, by doing so, be dxsceaaacy to imposi* 
tiou ? And, perhaps, a worthy, unsttspectiiii^ man 
might come and marry this woman, unless the 
lather inform him of the truth." Johnson. '* 8ir, 
he is accessary to no imposition. His daughter is 
in his house ; and if a man courts her, he takes hift 
chance. If a friend, or, indeed, if any man asks his 
opinion whether he should marry her, he ought to 
advise him against it, without telling why ; because 
liis real opinion is then required. Or, if he has 
other daughters who know of her fraiUy> he ought 
not to keep her in his house. You are to con* 
aider the state of life is this : we are to judge of one 
another's characters as well as vre can ; and a man 
is not bound j in honesty or honour, to tell us the 
foults of his daughter or of himself. A man who 
has debauched his friend's daughter, is not obliged 
to -say to every body*—' Take care of me ; don't let 
me into your house without suspicion'. I once 
debauched a friend's daughter: I may debauch 
jrours.*** r 

At Mr. Thrale's, one evening, Johnson had de^ 
fended the propriety of recording in biography the 
weaknesses of human nature. Next morning, while 
'9A breakfast, he gave a very earnest recommendation 
-of what he himself practised with the utmost con^ 
Hsdentioushess — a strict attention to truths even in 
the*- mosi minute particulars. <* Accustom your 
children (said he) constantly to this ; if a thing 
happened at one window, and they, when relating 
it, say that ii happened at another, do not let it pass, 
bat instantly check them ; you do not know where 
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4eviatkMi ^m UnA wiU eodi" Bo«wbvl« ''It 
BMiy oome to tbe doors and when onoo •& aceo«aft 
M at aU vatied ta one ciicaiastaoce^ it may 1^ de- 
grees be varied so aa to be totally different frooft 
what reaily happcoed." Their lively hostess, ^rhom 
fuBcf was inpatieBt of the rein^ Mgeted at thii^ 
and veatared to si^» ** Nay» this is too mucB. if 
Mr. Johtisou should forbid mt to drtnlc te»» I would 
comply, as I •shonld feel the restraint only twice • 
day ; but little variatioos in narrative roust happev 
a thousand times a d^, if one is not perpetnall|r 
watching." Joumson. ** Well, madam, and yov 
Might to be perpetually watching. It is more frcoi 
carelessness about truth, than from intentional 
lyiogy that there is^so much falsehood in the world*!* 
Boswell adds, *< la his renew of Dr. Warton's 
£ssay on the Writings and QeniuBof Pope, Joba<- 
son has given the foilowing salutary caution upoa 
this subject : * Nothing bat experience could eviooe 
the frequency of false information, or enable ao|r 
man to conceive^ tliat so many groundless reports 
shonld be propagated, as every man of eminence 
may hear of himself. Some men relate what they 
think, as what they linowf some men, of confoded 
memories, aad habitval inaccuracy, ascribe to doe 
man what belongs to another ; and some talk on, 
without thought or care* A few men are sufficient 
to broach fidseboods, which are afterwards inno- . 
cently diflfused by successive relaters.* Had he 
lived to read what sir John Hawkins and Mrs. 
PioKzi have related concerning himself, how much 
would be have found bis observation illustrated! 

• Literary MsgaSiae, I7d6, p. ST. 
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He was indtfed so mHcfa iropressed with the prer». 
tenee «f fa(6efaood, volinitary or noiiitetitldAa^ tdMt 
1 never knew any person, wlra, upmi hearing an-e^ 
iiterdinary drcunifftaotie t»lti^ discovered more of 
Ifae ineredului odi. He wotifd say> with«a sigBilb- 
cant look and dedstve tone, ^ it ia not so. Do hot 
tell this again.' He iaenlcated.npmi all bis friends 
the trnportaoceof perpetual vigilance against the 
^ghtest degrees of falsehood ; the effect of whicb^ 
as sir Joshaa Reynolds o]i>s€rved to me, has been, 
that all who were of his scAooi are distinguished for 
St love of tmth and accuracy, which tliey would not 
have possessed in the same degree, if they had not 
^heen acquainted with Joiinson." 

He said, *< 1 have been reading Lord Kames^s 
Sketdies of the History of Man. In treating of 
aererity of pubishment, he mentions that of M»- 
dame Lapouchin, in Russia, but he does uoi give it 
fwrly ; for I have looked at Chappe D'Auteroche^ 
from whotn he has taken it : he stops where it is 
said, that the spectators thoHght her innocent ; and: 
leaves out what follows-— that she nevertheless was 
guilty. Now this is being as culpable as one can 
conceive—to misrepresent fact in a book ; and for 
what motive ? It is like one of those lies, which 
lieople tell, one cannot see why. The woman's life 
wtti spared : and no punishment was too gpreat for 
the favourite of an empress, who had conspired to 
dethrone her mistress." Boswell *' He was only 
giving a picture of the lady in her suflerings*" 
Johnson. '* Nay, don't endeavour to palliate this. 
Ouilt is a principal feature in the picture.'* 

He thus defined the difference between physical 
and nigral truth : " Physical truth is, when you teU 
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a thing as it BttaaHlj Is t moral tr^th is, wben yoil 
tell a thiag sincerely and precisely as it appears to 
yon. I say, sncli a one walked across the street ; 
if he really did so, I told a physical tmtfa. If I 
thought so, though I sboald have been mistaken^ I 
told a moral tmth/' 

Talking of an acqaaintance, whose narratives', 
which abounded in curious and interesting topics, 
were unliappily found to be very fabulous ; Boswell 
mentioned lord Alansfield's having said to him, 
*' Suppose we believe one half of what he tells." 
Johnson. « Ay; but we don't know which half to 
bdiete. By his lying we lose, not only our reverb 
ence for him, but all eomfort in his conversation/' 
Boswell. ** May we not take it as an amuang 
fiction ?" JoHNsdN. <* Sir, the misfortune is, that 
you will insensibly believe as much of it as you in«> 
«lioe to believe." 



No. XV. 

RELIGION. 

On the religious observance of the sabbath Johnson 
observed, ** Sunday was a heavy day to me when 
I was a boy. My mother confined me on that day, 
and made me read The Whole Duty of Man, 
from a great part of which I could derive no instrvo^ 
tion. When, for instance, I had read the chapter 
on theft, which, from my infancy, 1 had been taught 
w«s wrong, I was no more convinced that theft 
was wroag<tban before; so there was no aocesskm 
of knowledge. A boy should be introduced to sneli 
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bboks^ by having his attention directed to the ar* 
rangemeot, to the «tyle^ and other excellences of 
composition ; that the mind, being thos engaged by 
an amusing variety of objects, may not grow weary."^ 

He commanicated to Boeweil the following par* 
tieulars upon the subject of his religious progress* 
" I fell into an inattention to religion, or an indif- 
ference about it, in my ninth year. The church at 
Lichfield, in which we had a seat, .wanted repa- 
ration ; so I was to go and find a seat in other 
•churches ; and, having bad eyes, and being awk- 
ward about this, I used to go and read in the fields 
on Sunday. This habit continued till my four* 
teeoth year ; and still I find a great reluctance to go 
to church. I then became a sort of lax talker 
against religion, for I did not much Mt»A against it ; 
and this lasted till I went to Oxford, where it would 
not be silvered. When at Oxford, I took up Law's 
Serious Call to a Holy Life, expecting to find it a 
dull book, (as such books generally are), and, per- 
haps, to laugh at it. BncI found Law quite an over- 
match for me ; and this was the first occasion of 
my thinking in earnest of religion > after I became 
capable of rational inquiry." 

To Bosweirs great surprise, he asked him to dipe 
with him on Easter-day. He never supposed, that 
he had a dinner at his house 4 for he had not then 
heard of any one of his friends having been enter- 
tained at his table. Johnson told him^ '* I gene-r 
rally have a meat pie on Sunday : it is baked at a 
public oven, which is very properly allowed, because 
(Hie man can attend it ; and thus the advantage is 
obtidned, of not keeping servants from church to . 
dre«s dlnqeriB*" 
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He said, he woold not bftve Saadaf- k^t wMk 



rigid sererity and gloom, but with gravity and i 
pKdty of behaviour. 

He lilcewise said, he went more freqnenlly to- 
chnrch when there were prayers only, than when 
there was also a sermon, as the people required 
more an example for the one than the other; it 
being mnch easier for tfaera to hear a sermon, tiam 
to fix their minds on prayer. 

Bos well talked of preacliing, and of the great sue* 
cess which those called Methodists have. Johnsom.- 
** Sir, it is owing to their expressing thems^res-ia 
a plain and familiar manner, which is the only wBfk 
to do good to the common people, and which clergy* 
men of genius and learning ought to do from 4k 
principle of doty, when it is suited to their coiig]»-. 
gations ; a practice for which they will be praised 
by men of sense. To insist against.dFiinkenoes»a» 
a crime, because it debases reason, the noblest U^ 
calty of man, would be of so service to the com* 
mon people ; but to teU them, that they may die i» 
a fit of drunkenness, and show them how dreadfuls 
that would be,, cannot fail to make a deep imprea-^ 
sion. Sir, when your Scotch dergy give up their> 
homely manner, religion will soon decay in that 
country." 

To Dr. Maxwell he once observed, that the esta- 
blished clergy did not preach plain enough | and 
that poUshed periods and glittering sentenees tar 
over the heads of the common people, witiiout aBy> 
impression, upon their heaits. Something oiigkt 
be necessary, he conceived, to excite the affeetiona 
of the common people, who were sunk in languor' 
and lethargy; and, therefore, he supposed, that the 
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riew concomltaiits of niethodinQ might probacy 
prodnce so desirable au effect. " The mind, Hke 
the body," he said, ** delights in change and no- 
velty, and, even in religion itself, courts new appear- 
ances and modification s . Whatever may be thouglit 
or some methodist teachers, I can scarcely donbt 
the sincerity of a man, who trairelled nine handred' 
miles in a month, and preached twelve times a- week ; 
for no adequate reward, merely temporal, could be 
given for such indefatigable labour.'* 

One Sunday, Boswell told him he had been tlMC 
morning at a meeting of the people called Quakers', 
-v^here he heard a woman preach. Johnson. ** SUtf 
a woman's preaching is Hke a dog's walking on bis' 
hind legs : it is not done well ; but yon are sur- 
prised to fhid it done at ail." 

" The Christian religion has very strong evt- 
dences. It, indeed, appears in some degree strange- 
to reason ; but in history we have undoubted facU, 
against which, in reasoning a priori, we have more 
arguments than we have for them ; but then, testi- 
mony has great weight, and casts the balance. I 
would recommend to every man, who96 faith is yet 
unsettled, Grotrurs, Dr. Pearson, and Dv, Clarke." 

Again : " As to the Christiah, sir, besides (he 
strong evidence which we have for it, there is a bflM 
lance in its favour from the number of great men 
who have been convinced of its truth, after a tfe- 
riotts consideration of the question. 6rotiu8 Wftft 
an acute man ; a lawyer ; a man accustotned to 
examine evidence ; and he was convinced. Grotlus 
Was not a recluse^-but a man of the \tor\A—*vAm' 
dertainly. had no bias to the side of religion. Sir 
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l«aac Newton set out an infidel^ and came to be a 
fii'oi believer." 

Talking of those who denied the truth of Chris*, 
tianity, he said, *' It is always easy to be on the- 
negative side, if a man were now to deny that 
there is salt upon the table, you could not redace 
him to au absurdity. Come, let us try this a little 
farther. I deny that Canada is taken ; and I can 
sapport my denial by pretty good arguments. The 
French are a much more numerous people than we; 
and it is not likely that they would allow us to take 
it. * But the ministry have assured us, in all the^ 
formality of the Gazette, that it is taken/ Very 
true : but the ministry have put us to an enormous 
expense by the war in America ; and it is their in- 
terest to persuade us that we have, got something 
for our mouey^ ' But the fact is confirmed by thou* 
sands of men who were at the taking of it.' Ay, 
but these men have still more interest in deceiving- 
us: they don't want that we should think the 
French have beaten them, but that they have beaten 
the French. Now, suppose that you should go 
over, and find that it really is taken — that wonld 
only satisfy yourself; for when you come home, we 
will not believe you : we will say, you have been 
bribed. Yet, !!>ir, notwithstanding all these plausi- 
ble objections, we have no doubt that Canada is 
really ours. Such is the weight of common testi- 
mony. How much stronger are the evidences of 
the Christian religion I" 

Dr. Mayo having asked Johnson's opinion of 
Soame Jenyns's View of the Internal Evidence of 
the Christian Religion--iJoHNsoN. <' I think it a 
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pretty book; pot very theological lode^d; apd. 
'there seems to be an affectation of estae and care- . 
lessness, as if it were not suitable to his character 
to be very serious about the matter." ' Boswell. 
" He may have intended this to. introduce his book 
the better among genteel people, who might be oo- 
wjUing to read too grave a treatise. There is a 
general lenity in the age. We have physicians now 
with bag- wigs; may we not have airy divines, at 
least somewhat less solemn in their appearance 
than they used to be ?'* Johnson. " Jenyiis might 
mean as you say.** Boswell. " You should like 
this hook, Mrs. Knowles, as it maintains, as you 
/intends do, that courage is not a Christian virtue.*' 
Mrs. Knowles. *^ Yes, indeed, I like him there ; 
bnt I cannot agree with him, that friendship is not 
a Christian virtue.*^ Johnson. " Why, madam, 
strictly sppaking, he is right. All friendship is pre- 
ferring the interest of a friend, to the neglect, or, 
perhaps, against the interest of others : so that an 
old Greek said, ' He that has friends has wo friend.* 
Now Christianity recommends universal benevo- 
lence—to consider all men as our brethren ; which 
is contrary to the virtue of friendship, as described 
by the ancient philosophers. Surely, madam, your 
sect must approve of this ; for you call all men 
fricndt," Mrs. Knowles. " We are commanded 
to do good to all men, < but es()ecially to them 
who are of the household of faith.* ** Johnson. 
'* Well, madam, the household of faith is wide 
enough.'* Mrs. Knowles. " But, doctor, our 
Saviour had twelve apostles, yet there was <me 
whom he loved: John was called ' the disciple 
whom Jesus loved.' " Johnson (with eyes spark- 
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ling beoignantly.) ** Verf well, itideedy madam : 
you have said very well.** Bosw^ll. *' A fine ap- 
plication. Pray, sir, had you ever thoaght of it ?" 
Johnson. " I had not, sir." 

Prom this pleasing subject, he made a sudden 
transition to one upon which he was a violent ag- 
gressor ; for, he said : <' I am willing to love all 
mankind, except an American;** and his inflam- 
mable corruption bursting iuto horrid fire, he 
•* breathed out threatenings and slaughter ;" call- 
ing them " rascals, rohbers, pirates ;" and ex- 
Claiming, he*d "burn and destroy them." Mls5 
9eward, looking at him with mtkl but steady asto- 
nishment, said, ** SiV, this is an instance, that we 
are always most violent against those whom we 
have injured." He was irritated still more by this 
delicate and keen reproach ; and roared out another 
tremendous volley, whiclroue might fancy could be 
beard across the Athutic. During this tempest, 
Boswell sat in great uneasiness, lamenting hi» heat 
oi temper ; till, by degrees, he diverted his atten- 
tifon to other topics. 

One evening, when a young gentleman teased 
him with an account of the infidelity of his ser- 
vant, who, he said, would not beKeve the Scrip- 
tures, because he could' not read rhem in the ori- 
ginal tongues, and be sure that they were not in- 
Vented. " Why, foolish fellow,** said Johnson, 
•• has he any better authority for almost every 
thing that he believes ?" BoswBit. " Then the 
vulgar, sir, never can- kno^v they are right, but 
must submit themselves to the learned." Johnson. 
** To be sure, sir : the vulgar are the children of 
the state, and must be tanght like children." Bos- 
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WBLL. *' Then, sir, a poor Tork must be a Mabo> 
metan, JDst as a poor Englishman most be a Chris- 
tian?** Johnson* "Why, yes, sir; and'wliat 
then ? This now is such stuff as I used to 
talk to my mother, when I first began to think my- 
self a clever fellow ; and she ought to have whip* 
ped me for it.** 

General Paoli asked him what he thought of Uie 
spirit of iofidelity which was so prevalent. John* 
SON. " Sir, this gloom of infidelity, I hope, iS only 
« transient cloud passing through the hemisphere^ 
which will soon be dissipated, and the sun break 
forth with his usual splendor.'* Paoli. *' You 
think, then, that they will change their principles 
' like their clothes ?'* Johnson. "Why, sir, if they 
bestow no more thought on principles than on dress^ 
it must be so.*' Paoli. " A great part of the fa- 
shionable Infidelity is owing to a desire of showing 
courage. Men, wlio have no opportunities of show- 
ing it as to things in this life, take death and fa* 
tnrity as objects on which to display it.'* Johnson. 
" That is mighty foolish affectaition. Fear Is one 
of the passions of human nature, of which It is 
impossible to divest it. You remember .that the 
emperor Charles V. when he read upon tlie tomb- 
stone of a Spanish nobleman, ' Here lies one who 
never knew fear,' wittilv said, ' Then he never 
snuffed a candle with his fingers.' *' 

Goldsmith having spoken of the difficulty of ac-> 
quiring literary fame, Johnson observed, " Ah, sir, 
that should make a man think of securing happiness 
in another world, which all who try sincerely for it 
may attain. In companson of that, how little are 
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all other things ! The belief of immortality is im- 
pressed upon all men ; and all men act under an im- 
pression of it, however they may talk*^ an(f thougb, 
perhaps, they may be scarcely sensible of it." Bos-* 
well said, it appeared to him, that some people had 
not the least notion of immortality, and he men- 
tioued a distinguished gentleman of their acqaaint- 
ance. Johnson. " Sir, if it were not for the no- 
tion of immortality, he would cut a throat to fill 
his pockets." (When this was related to Beau- 
clerk, who knew much more of the gentleman than 
they did, he said, in his acid manner, *< He would 
cut a throat tor fill his pockets, if it were not for 
fear of being hanged.") 

Dr. Johnson proceeded : ** Sir, there is a great 
cry about infidelity ; but there are, in reality, very 
few infidels. I have heard a person, originally a 
Quaker, but now, f am afraid, a Deist, say that he 
did not believe there were in all England above two 
hundred infidel?." 

' Bo^well mentioned Hume's ar^ment against the 
belief of miracles — that it is more probable that 
the -witnesses to the truth of them are mistaken, or 
speak falsely, than that the miracles should be 
true. Johnson. " Why, sir, the great difficultjr 
of proving miracles should make urs rery cautious 
in believing them. But let us consider : although 
God has made nature to operate by certain fixed 
laws, yet it is not unreasonable to think, that he 
may suspend those laws, in order to establish a 
system highly advantageous to mankind. Now 
the Christian religion is a most beneficial system, 
ns it gives us light and certainty where we were 
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before in darkness and doubt. The miracles which 
prove it ar^^ attested by men who had no interest 
in deceiving ^s; but who, on the contrary, were 
told, that they should suffer persecution ; and did 
actually lay doifn their lives in couftrmation of the 
truth of the facts which they asseited. Indeed, for 
some centuries the heathens did not pretend to 
deny the miracles; but said they were performed 
by the aid of evil spirits. This is a circumstance of 
great weight. Then, sir, when we take the proofs 
(ferived from prophecies which have been so exactly 
fulfilled, we have most satisfactory evidence. Sup- 
posing a miracle possible, (as to which, in my opi- 
nion, there can be no doubt) we have as strong evi- 
dence for the miracles in support of Christianity, 
as the nature of the thing admits." 
- Mr. Erskine said, that when he was in the island 
of Minorca, he not only read prayers, but preached 
two sermons to the regiment. He seemed to object 
to the passage in Scripture, where we are told, that 
the angel of the Lord smote iu one night forty 
thousand Assyrians. " Sir',** said Johnson, " you 
should recollect, thaf there was a supernatural iii-, 
terposition; they were destroyed by pestilence.: 
you are not to suppose, that the angel of the Lord 
went about, and stabbed each of them with a dag- 
. ger, or knocked them on the head, man by man.*' 
• BoswELL. " Is there not less religion in the na- 
tion now, sir, fli an there was formerly?** jfoHN- 
80N. ** I don't know, sir, that there is." Bos- 
well. « For iost^Eince, there used to be a chaplain 
in every great family, which we do not find now." 
Johnson. ** Neither do yoa find any of the dtate 
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•emuito which gieat families used formerly to liaTe« 
There is a change of modes in the whole depart* 
meiit of life." 

H^e much commended Law's Serious Call, which 
be said was the finest piece of hortatory theology 
in any langm^^. ** Law," said be, '' fell latterly 
into the reveries of Jacob Behmen, whom Law al« 
1^^ to have been somewhat in the jsame state 
with St. Panl, and to have seen umutterahle things. 
Were it even so, Jacob wotild ha^ resembled St. 
Panl still more, by not attempting to utter them.'* 

He once reproved Dr. Maswell for saying grace 
without mention . of the name of our Lord Jesos 
Christ; and hoped, in future, he would be more 
mindful of the apostolical injunction. 

Bosweil gave him an account of the two parties 
in the church of Scotland, those for supporting the 
rights of patrons, independent of the people, and 
those against it. Johnson. ** It should be settled 
one way or other. I cannot wish well to a popular 
election of the clergy, when I consider, that it oc*- 
casions such animosities, such unworthy courting 
of the people, such slanders between the contend- 
tag parties, and other disadvantages. It \% enough 
to allow the people to remonstrate against the no* 
mination of .a minister for solid reasons.*' 

Bosweil spoke of the inequality of the livings ei 
the clergy iu England, and the scanty provisions of 
some of the curates. Johnson. ** Why, yes, sir $ 
but it cannot be helped. You must consider, that 
the revenues of the clergy are not at the disposal of 
the state, like the pay of the army. Different men 
l»9Te founded different churches; and some are be^- 
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ter «udpwed, some worse. The state cannot inter- 
fere, and make an equal division of what has been 
particularly appropriated. Now when a clergymaa 
has but a small living, or even two small livings^ be 
can afford very little to the curate.'* 

Boswell asked Johnson whether be might go to 
a consultation with another lawyer upon Sunday^ 
as that appeared to him to be doing work as much 
in his way, as if an artisan should work on the day 
appropriated for religious rest. Johnson. " Why, 
sir, when you are of consequence enough to oppose . 
the practice of consulting upon Sunday, you shonld 
do it : but you may go now : it is not criminal^ 
though it is not what one should do, who is anxiova 
. for the preservation and increase of piety, to which 
a peculiar observance of Sunday is a great help. 
The d'lstinction is clear between what is of moral 
and what is of ritual obligation.'* 

Talking of religious orders, he said, '* It Is as 
unreasonable fora man to go into a Ciirthusiau con- 
vent for fear of being immoral, as for a man to cut 
off his hands for fear he should ^teaL There la, 
indeed, great resolution in the immediate act of 
dismembering himself; but when that is once 
done, he has oo longer any merit ; for though it is 
ont of his power to steal, yet he may all his life be 
a thief in his heart. So when a man has once be- 
come a Carthusiai^ he is obliged to continue so^ 
whether he chooses it or not. 'Their silence too is 
absurd. We read« in the Gospel, of the apostles 
being sent to preach, bnt not to hold their tongues. 
All severity, that does not tend to increase good, or 
lireveat evil, is idle. I said to the lady abMs of a 
canvent, < Madam^ yoa are here, not |or %k9 lore 
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of virtue, but the fear of vice/ She said, ' She 
shoold remember this as long as she lived.' '* 

Talking of religions orders, he said, ** If con- 
vents shonld be allowed at all, they should only be 
retreats for persons unable to serve the public, or 
' who have served it. It is our first duty to serve 
society ; and after we have done that, we may at- 
tend wholly to the salvation of our own souls. A 
youthful passion for abstracted devotion should not 
be encouraged.^* 

Mr. Murray praised the ancient philosophers for 
the candour and good humour with which those of 
different sects disputed with each other. Johnson. 
*' Sir, they disputed with good humour, because 
they were not in earnest as to religion. Had the 
ancients been serious in their belief, we should not 
have had their gods exhibited in the manner we 
find them represented in the poets. The people 
would not have suffered it. They disputed with 
good humour upon their fanciful theories, because 
they were not interested in the truth of them. 
When a man has nothing to lose, he may be in 
good humour with his opponent. Accordingly, yoo 
see in Lucian, the Epicurean, who argues only ne- 
gatively, l^eeps his tempei;; the Stoic, who has 
something positive to preserve, grows angry. Be- 
ing angry with one who cobtroverts lin opinion 
which you value, is a necessary consequence of the 
uneasiness which you feel. Every man, who attacks 
my belief, diminishes in some degree my confidence 
in it, and therefore makes me uneasy ; and 1 am 
angry with him who makes me uneasy. Those 
only who believed in revelation have been angry at 
having their faith called in question ; because they 
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only had something upon which they coald rest as 
matter of fact." Murray. " It seems to me^ that 
we are not angry at a man for controverting an 
opinion which we believe and valne; we rather 
pity him." Johnson. " Why, sir, to be stfre, when 
you wish a man to have that belief, which you 
think is of infinite advantage, you wish well to 
him ; but your primary consideration is your own 
quiet. If a madman were to come into this room 
with a stick in his hand, no doubt we should pity 
the state of his mind ; but our primary considera- 
tion would be, to take care of ourselves : we should 
knock him down first, and pity him afterwards. 
No, sir, every man will dispute with great good, 
humour upon a subject in which he Is not interest^ 
ed. I will dispute very calmly upon the probability 
of another man's son being hanged ; but if a man 
zealously enforces the probability that my own son 
will be hanged, I shall certainly not be in a very 
good humour with him." Boswbll. ** If a man 
endeavours to convince me, that my wife, whom I 
love very much, and in whom I place great confix 
deuce, is a disagreeable woman, and is even un- 
faithful ta me, I shall be very angry, for he is put- 
ting me in fear of being unhappy." Murrat. 
** But, sir, truth will always bear an examination." 
Johnson. ** Yes, sir, but it is painful to be forced 
to defend It. Consider, sir, how should you like, 
though conscious of your innocence, to be tried 1)e- 
fore a jury for a capital crime, once a week ?" 

A Quaker having objected to the '' observance of 
days, and months, and years," Johnson answered, 
** The church does not superstitiously observe days^ 
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merely as days, but as neiudrlals of important 
facts, Christmas might be kept as well upon oue 
4ay of the year as another; but there should be « 
staled day for commemorating the birth of our Sa- 
noar, because there is danger, that what may be 
done on any day will be neglected.*' 

He said to Boswell, at another time, ^* Sir, the 
holydays observed by our church are of great fwe 
in religion. There can be no doubt of this iu a 
iimlted sense ; I mean, if the number of such con. 
secrated portions of time be not too extensive. The 
excellent Mi*. Nelson's Festivals and Fasts, which 
has, I understand, the greatest sale of any book 
ever printed in England^ except the Bible, is a most 
valuable he!p to devotion ; and iu addition to It, I 
would recommend two sermons on the same sub* 
ject, by Mr. Pott, archdeacon of St. Albans, equally 
distinguished for piety and elegance. I am sorry to 
have it to say, that Scotland is the only Christian 
country, catholic or protestant^ where the great 
jsveuts of oui* religion are not solemnly comme. 
jnorated by its ecclesiastical establishment, on days 
iset apart for the purpose.*' 

3oswell mentioned an acquaintance of his, a 
;iectary, who was a very religious man, who not only 
attended regularly on public worship with those of 
Ms communion, but made a particular study of the 
Scriptures, and even wrote a commentary on some 
|)arts of them, yet was known to, be very licentious 
in indulging himself with women; malotaiuing, 
that men are to be saved by faith alone, and that 
ihe Christian religion had not prescribed any fixed 
ir^le for the intercourse between the sexes. Johv* 
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•ON. '* Sir, there is no trusting to that crazy 
piety.*^ 

** To find a sttbstitntioo for violated morality," 
he said, ** is the leading feature in all perversions 
of religion." 



No.-XVI. 

SEcrs. 

Besides tending to refute the notion of Johnson's 
bigotry, the following very liberal sentiment has the 
additional vabie of obviating an objection to our 
' holy religion, founded upon the discordant tenets of 
Christians themselves : "For ray part, sir, I thinlj 
all Christians, whether papists or protestants, agree 
in the essential articles, and tliat their diffi?rences 
are trimi, and rather political than religious'* 

At another time, he and Bos well talked of the 
Roman Catholic religion, and how little difference 
there was in essential matters between ours and it. 
Johnson. " True, sir; all denominations of Chris- 
tians have really little diflference in point of doctrine, 
though they may differ widely in external forms* 
There is a prodigious difference between the ex- 
ternal form bf one of your presbyterian churches in 
Scotland, and a church in Italy; yet the doctrine, 
taught is essentially the same." 

In a literary party at Mr. Dllly's, the subject of 
toleration was introduced. Johnson. "Every so- 
dety has a right to preserve public peace and order, 
and therefore has a good right to prohibit the pro- 
pagation of opinions which have a dangerous ten4^ 
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ency. To say the magistrate has this rigfat» is 
using an inadequate word : it is the ^ocieTy, for whi(^ 
the magistrate is agent. He may be morally or theo- 
logically wrong in restraining the propagation oi 
opinions which he thinks dangerous, but he is poli- 
tically right." Mayo. *' I am of opinion, sir, that 
every man is entitled to liberty of conscience in re- 
ligion ; and that the magistrate cannot restrain that 
right." Johnson. " Sir, I agree with yon : every 
man has a right to liberty of conscience, and with 
that the magistrate cannot interfere. People con- 
fonnd 'liberty of thinking with liberty of talking; 
nay, with liberty of pre^hing. Every man has a 
physical right to think as he pleases ; for it cannot 
be discovered how he thinks. He has not a moral 
right ; for he ought to inform himself, and think 
justly. But, sir, no member of a society has a right 
to teach any doctrine contrary to what the society 
holds. to be true. The magistrate, I say, may be 
wrong in what he thinks ; but while he thinks him- 
self right, he may and ought to enforce what he 
thinks." Mayo. " Then, sir, we are to remain al- 
ways in error, and truth never can prevail ; and the 
magistrate was right in persecuting the first Chrifr- 
tiaD8»" Johnson. " Sir, the only method by which 
religious truth can 'be established is by martyrdom. 
The magistrate has a right to enforce what he 
thinks ; and he who is conscious of the truth has a 
right to suffer. I am afrtud there is no other way of 
ascertaining the truth, but by persecution on the 
one han^, and, enduring it on the other." Gold- 
smith. <' But how is a man to act, sir ? Though 
firmly convinced of the truth of his doctrine, may 
he not think it wrong to espose hiiiiself to p^r- 
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secution ? Has he a right to do so ? Is it not, as 
it were^ committing voluntary snicide ?'* Johnson, 
'' Sir, as to voluntary snicide, as you call it, there 
are twenty thousand men in an army, who will go 
without scruple to be shot at, and mount a breach, 
for five-pence a day." Goldsmith. " But have they 
a moral right to do this ?" Johnson. " Nay, sir, 
if you will not take the universal opinion of man- 
kind, I have nothing to say. If mankind cannot de- 
fend their own way of thinking, I cannot defend it<. 
Sir, if a man is in doubt whether it would be better 
for him to expose himself to martyrdom or not, he . 
should not do it : he must be convinced that lie 
has a delegation from Heaven." Goldsmith. " I 
would consider whether there is the greater chance 
of good or evil upon the whole : if I s^e a man who 
has fallen into a well, I would wish to help him out 
of it ; but if there is a greater probability that he 
shsdl pull me in, than that I shall pull hiui out, I 
would not attempt it. So were I to go to Turkey, 
I might wish to convert the grand signor to the 
Christian faith-; but when I considered that I should 
probably be put to death without effectuating 
my purpose in any degree, I should keep myself 
quiet?' Johnson. " Sir, you must consider, that 
we have perfect and imperfect obligations. Perfect 
obligations, which are generally not to do some- 
thing, are clear and positive ; as, * thou shalt not 
kill ;' but charity, for instance, is not definable by 
limits. It is a duty to give to the poor ; but no 
man can say how much another should give to the 
poor, or when a man has given too little to save his 
soul. In the same manner, it is a duty to instruct ' 
the ignorant, and^ of conseqaeucej to convert infi. 
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dell to Christianity; bat no man, in the common 
ct)Drse of things, Is obliged to carry this to such a 
degree, as to incur the danger of martyrdom ; as uo 
man is obliged to strip himself to the shirt, in 
order to give charity. I have said*, that a mau 
mast be persuaded that he has a particnrar delega- 
tion from Heaven." Goldsmith. <* How is this to 
he known ? Oar first reformers,, who were burnt 
for not believing bread and wine to be Chrisf* — 
JbHNKON. (interrupting him,) **Sir, they were not 
burnt for not believing bread and wine to be Christ,, 
bnt for Insulting those who did believe it : and> sir, 
when the first reformers began, they did not intend 
to be martyred ; as many of them ran away as could.** 
BoswELL. •* But, sir, there was your countryman 
Elwal, who, you told me, challenged king George, 
with his black- guards, and his red-guards." John.' 
son. ** My countryman Elwal, sir, should have 
been put In the stocks ; a pi'oper pulpit for him ; 
and he*d have had a nilmerods audience. A man 
who preaches in the stocks will always have hear> 
ers" enough." Boswell. ** Bnt Elwal thought 
himself in the right." Johnson. "We are not pro- 
viding for mad people ; there are places for them In 
the neighbourhood ." (meaning Moorfields.) Mayo. 
" But, sir, is it not very hard, that I should not be 
allowed to teach my children what I really belle\*e 
to be the truth ?" Johnson. '* Why, sir, yon might 
contrive to teach your children eatra scandalum i 
but, sir, the magistrate, if he knows it, has a right 
to restrain you. Suppose you teach your children 
to be thieves V* Mayo. " This is making & joke 
of the subject." Johnson. "Nay, sir, take it thus: 
— ^that you teach them the commnnity of goods \ 
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for which there are as many plaasible arguiAentf 
as for most errooeoas doctrines. You teach them, 
that all things at first were in common, and that 
no man had a right to any thing, bat as he laid his 
hands upon it ; and that this still is, or oaght to 
be, the rule amongst mankind. Here, sir, yon sap 
a great principle in society, — ^property. And don't 
yon think the magistrate wonld have a right to pre- 
vent you ? Or, suppose you should, teach your 
children the notion of the Adamites, and they 
Should run naked into the streets ; would not the 
magistrate have a right to flog 'em into their 
doublets?" May/». " I think the magistrate has 
. lio right to interfere, till there is some overt act." 
BosWELL. ** So, sir, though he sees an enemy to 
the state charging a blunderbuss,, he is not to inter- 
fere till it is firedoff t" Mayo. " He must be sure of 
Its direction against the state." Johnson. " The 
magistrate is to judge of thai. He has no right to 
restrain your thinking, because the evil centres in 
yourself. If a man were sitting at this table, and 
chopping off his fingers, the magistrate, as guardian 
of the community, has no authority, to restrain 
lum, however he might do it from kindness as a 
parent :• thougii^ indeed, upon more consideration, 
I think he may ; as it is probable, that he who is 
chopping off his own fingers, may soon proceed, to 
chop off those of other people. If I think it right 
to steal Mr. Ditly's plate, I am a bad man ; but he 
can say nothing to me. If I make an open declara- 
tion that I think so, he will keep me out of his . 
house : if I put forth my hand, I shall be sent to 
Newgate. This is the gradation of thinking, p|-each- 
ing, and acting : if a bOlu thinks erroneously, he 
h2 
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may keep bis thoagbts to bimself, and nobody will 
trouble bim ; if be preacbes erroneous doctrine, so- 
ciety may expel bim ; If be acts in consequence of 
it, the law takes place, and be is banged.*' Mato. 
** But, sir, ought not Christians to hare liberty of 
conscience ?'* Johnson. *' I have already told yon 
so, sir: you are coming back to where yon were." 
BoswELL. '* Dr. Mayo is always taking a return 
post-cbidse, and going the stage over again : be has 
it at half price.". Johnson. •' Dr. Mayo, like other, 
champions for unlimited toleration, has got a set 
of words. Sir, it is no matter, politically, whe- 
ther the magistrate be right or wrong. Suppose a 
club were to be formed, to drink confusion to king 
George the Third, and a happy restoration to 
Charles the Third ; this would be very bad with . 
respect to the state; but every member of that, 
club must either conform to its rules, or be turned 
out of it. Old Baxter, I remember, maintains, 
that the magistrate should ' tolerate ail things that , 
are tolerable.' This is no good definition of tole- 
ration upon any principle ; but it shows, tha.t bo , 
thought some things were not tolerable.'* Top- 
lady. ** Sir, you have untwisted this difficult sub- 
ject with great dexterity." 

Dr. Mayo's calm temper and steady perseverance 
rendered him an admirable subject for the exercise 
of Dr. Johnson's powerful abilfties. He never 
flinched $ 'but, after reiterated blows, remained 
aeemingly unmoved as at the first. The scintilla- . 
tions of Johnson's genius flashed overy time he was , 
struck, without his receiving any hijury. Hence he 
obtained the epithet of The Literary Anvil. 

3osweU mentioned Elwal the heretic, whose. 
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trial sir John Pringle had given him to read. John- 
Son. ** Sir, Mr. Elwal was, Tthink, an ironmonger 
at Wolverhampton ; and he had a mind to make 
V himself famous, by being the founder of a new sect, 
which he wished much should be called the ElwdU 
Hans, He held, that every thing in the Old Testa- 
ment that was not typical, was to be of perpetual 
observance; and so he wore a ribbatid in the plaitjs 
of his coat, and he also. wore a beard. 1 remember 
I had the honour of dining in company with Mr. 
Elwal. There was one Barter, a miller, who wrote 
against him ; and you had the controversy between 
Mr. Elwal and Mr. Barter. Tu try to make him- 
self distinguished, he wrote a letter to king George 
the Second, challenging him to dispute with him ; 
in which he said, * George, if you be afraid to come 
by yourself, to dispute with a pgor old man, you 
may bring a thousand of your WacA-guards with 
you ; and if you should still be afraid, you may 
bring a thousand of. your rerf- guards.' Thc^ letter 
had something of the impudence of Junius to our ' 
present king. But the men of Wolverhampton wer^ 
not so inflammable as the common-council of Lon- 
don ; so Mr. Elwal failed in bis scheme of making 
himself a man of great consequence." 

Boswell said to him, how common it was in the 
world to tell absurd stories of him, and to ascribe 
t<) him very strange sayings'. Johnson. ** What do 
they make me say, sir?" Boswell. "Why, sir, 
as an instance very strange indeed, (laughing 
heartily as he spoke,) David Hume told me, you 
said that you would stand before a battery of cannon 
fo restore the convocation to its full powers'.** 
Little did Boswell apprehend that he had actually 
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said Ms : bat he was soon convinced of his error $ 
loTy with a determined look, he thundered oat, 
^'Andwonld I not, sir? Shall the presbTterian 
kirk of Scotland have its general assembly, and the 
church of England be denied its couvpcation ?" He 
was walking up and down the room while Boswell 
told him the anecdote ; bnt when he uttered this 
explosion 6f high-church zeal, he had come close to 
his chair, and his eyes flashed with indignation. 

Speaking of the petition to parliament for re* 
moving the subscription to the thirty-nine articles ; 
•^Johnson. *' It was thrown out, sir. They talk of 
liot making bqys at the university subscribe to what 
they do not understand ; but they ought to consider 
that onr universities were founded to bring up mem- 
bers for the church of England, and we must not 
supply our enemies with arms from our arsenal. 
N09 sir ; the meaning of subscribing is, not that 
they fully understand all the articles, but that they 
wUi adhere to the church of England. Now, take 
it in this way, and suppose that they should only 
snbscribe their adherence to the church of England : 
there would be still the same diflSculty ; for stiU the 
young men would be subscribing to what they do 
not understand : for, if you should ask them, what 
do you mean by the church of England ? Do yon 
know in what it differs from the Presbyterian 
church ?*^from the Romish church?— from the 
Greek ^church ? — from the Ckiptic church ?— they 
could not tell yon. So, sir, it comes to the same 
thing." Boswell. *' But would it not be snffi* 
cient to subscribe the Bible ?" Johnson. ** Why 
BO, sir; for all sects will subscribe the B\\de : nay^ 
the MabometaiM will subscribe the Bible; for the 
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Mahometans acknowledge Jesus Christ as well as 
Moses, bat maintain that God sent Mahomcft as a 
still greater prophet than either." 

Boswell had hired a Bohemian as his servant 
while he remained in London, and, being much 
pleased with him, he asked Dr. Johnson whether 
his being a Roman Catholic should prevent his 
taking him \vith him to Scotland. Johnson. ** Why 
no, sir ; if he has no objection, you can have none." 
Boswell. '' So, sir, you are no great enemy to fhe 
Roman Catholic religion ?" Johnson. *' No more, 
sir, than to the Presbyterian religion." Boswell* 
" You are joking." Johnson. " No, sir, I really 
think so : nay, sir, of the two, I prefer the popish.*' 
Boswell. " How so, sir?" Johnson. " Why, 
sir, the presbyterians have no church, no apostoli- 
cal ordination." Boswell. <' And do you think 
that absolutely essential, sir ?" Johnson. *" Why, 
sir, as it was an apostolical institution, I think ii is 
dangerous to be without it : and, sir, the presby^ 
terians have no public worship : they have no form 
of prayer in which they know they are to join. 
They go to hear a man pray, and are to judge whe^ 
ther they will join with him'." Boswell. " But, 
sir, their doctrine is the same with that of the 
church of England : their confession of faith, and 
the thirty-nine articfes, contain the same points, 
even the doctrine of predestination." Johnson. 
" Why yes, sir ; predestination was a part of the 
ciamottif of the times, so it is mentioned in ourartir 
cles, but with as little positiveness as could be." 
Boswell. " Is- it necessary, sir, to believe ail 
the thirty^nine articles ?" Johnson. " Why, sir, 
that is a question which has been much agitated. 
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Some have thought it necessary that theyshonld all 
be believed ; others hare considered theto \o be 
only articles of peace, that is to say, you are not to 
preach against them." Boswell. "It appears to 
me, sir, that predestination, or what is equivalent 
to it, cannot be avoided, if we hold an universal 
prescience in the Deity." Johnson. " Why, sir, 
does not God every day see things going on without 
preventing them .>" Boswell. « Trne, sir, but if 
a thing he certainly foreseen, it must be fixed, and 
cannot happen otherwise ; and if we apply this ' 
consideration to the human mind, there is no free 
will, Bor do I see how prayer can be of any avail," 
He mentioned Dr. Clarke and bishop Bramhall, on 
, Liberty and Necessity, and bid Boswell read South's 
Sermons on Prayer ; but avoided the question which 
has excruciated philosophers and divines beyond 
any other. Boswell did not press it furthier, when 
he perceived that he was displeased, and shrunk 
from any abridgment of an attribute usually ascri- 
bed to the Divinity, however irreconcileable In its 
full extent with the grand system of moral go- 
vernment. His supposed orthodoxy here cramped 
the vigorous powers of his understanding. He was 
confined by a chain, which eariy imagination an4 
long habit made him think massy and strong, but 
which, had he ventured to try, he cc^uW at once 
have snapped asunder. 

Boswell proceeded : « What do ypu think, sir, 
of purgatory, as believed by the Roman Catholics V 
Johnson. '* Why, sir, it is a very harmless doc- 
trine. ITiey are of opinion, that the generality of 
mankind are neither so obstinately wicked as to 
deserve everlasting pnnishment^ nor so good as to 
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merit being admitted into the society of blessed, 
spirits ; and therefore, that God is graciously pleased 
to allow of a middle state, where they maybe purl-, 
fied by certain degrees of saffering. You see, sir, 
there is nothing unreasonable in this." Boswell. 
But then, sir, their masses for the dead ?" Jofin- 
SON. ** Why, sir, if it be once established that there 
are sonls in purgatpry, it is as proper to pray for 
themy as for our brethren of mankind, who are yet 
in this life." Boswell, " The idolatry of the 
mass?" Johnson. *' Sir, there is no idolatry in 
the mass : they believe God to be there, and they 
adore him." Boswell. "The worship of sain tsi** 
, Johnson. " Sir, they do not worship saints j they 
invoke them ; they only ask their prayers. I anv 
talking all this time of the doctrines of the church 
of Rome : I grant you, that \x\ practice, purgatory is • 
made a lucrative imposition, and that the people. 
do become idolatrous, as they recommend them- 
selves to the tutelary protection of particular saints. 
I think their giving the sacrament only in oite kind 
is criminal, because it is contrary to the express in- 
stitution of Christ ; and I wonder how the council 
of Trent admitted it." Boswell. "Confession?" 
Johnson. " Why, I don't know but that is a good 
thing.: the Scripture says, ' Confess your faults one 
to another* — ^and the priests confess as well as the 
iaity, Then it must be considered, that their abso- 
lution is only upon repentance, and often upon 
penance also. Vou think your sins may be forgiven 
without penance, upon repentance alone." 

Boswell adds, ." I thus ventured to mention all 
the common objections against the Roman Catholic 
chuFcli, that I might hear so great a man upon 
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them. Whfit he said is here accnmiely recorded; 
bat, it is not improbable, that if one had taken the 
other side, he might have reasoned difieretitly. 

** I must however mention, that he bad a re- 
spect for * the old religkm,' as the mild Melancthon 
called that of the Roman Catholic church, even 
while he was exerting himself for its reformation 
in some particalars. Sir William Scott informs 
me, that he heard Johnson say, * A man who is con* 
verted from protestantism to popery, may be nn* 
cere ; he parts with nothing ; he is only superadd* 
ing to what he already ha^ : but a convert from 
popery to protestantism gives np do much of what 
he has held as sacred as any thing that he retains ; 
there is so much laceration of mind in such a con- 
version — ^that it can hardly be sincere and lasting/ 
The truth of this reflection may be confirmed by 
many and eminent instances, some of which wfU 
occur to most ok my readers." 

On another occasion, the worshipping of saints 
was the subject of .conversation. Toplady. "Does 
not their invocation of. saints suppose omnipresenbe 
in the saints ?** Johnson. " No, sir ; it supposes 
only pluri- presence ; and wheii spirits are divested 
of matter, it seems probable that they shotfld see 
with more extent than when in an embodied state. 
There is, therefore, no approach to an invasion of 
any of the divine attributes in the invocation of 
saints : but I think it is will-worship and presump- 
tion. I see no command for it, and therefore think 
it is safer not to practise it." 

Oii Good Friday, after having attended the mom- 
ing service at St. Clement's church, Bbswell walked 
home with Johnson. They tallied of the Roman Ca- 
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tholic religion. Johnson. ** In tlie barbarous ages, 
sir, priests and people were equally deceived ; but 
afterwards, there were gross corruptions introduced 
by the clergy ; such a« iudulgeuces to pnests to hsxe 
concubines, and the worship oj images, not, indeed, 
inculcated, bat knowingly permitted.'' He strongly 
censured the licensed stews at Rome. Boswbll. 
*' So then, sir, you would allow of no irregular in- 
tercourse whatever between the sexes ?** Johnson. 
" To be sure I would noc, sir : I would punish it 
much more than it is done, and so restrain it. In 
all countries there has been fornication, as in all 
countries there has beei* theft ; but there may be 
more or less of the one as well as of the other, in pro- 
portion to the force of law. All men will naturally 
commit fornication, as all men will naturally steal : 
and, sir, it is very absurd to argue, as has been 
often done, that prostitutes arenecessai^ to prevent 
the vIoleBt effects of appetite from violating the 
decent order of life ; nay, should be peraiitted. In 
order to preserve the chastity of our wives and 
daughters. Depend upon it, sir, severe laws, 
steadily enforced, would be sufficient against those 
evils, and would promote marriage.^ 

Boswell talked of the recent expulsion of six stu- 
dents fronj the university of Oxford, who were me- 
thodists, and would not desist from publicly praying^ 
and exhorting. Johnson. <* Sir, that expulsion 
was extremely just and proper. What have they to 
do at an university, who are not willing to be taught, 
but will presume to teach .> Where is religion to be 
learnt but at an university? Sir, tbey were exa- 
, mined, and found to be mighty ignorant fellows.'* 
Boswell. ''But, was it not bard, sir, toexpel them ? 
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for I am told they were good beings." Johnsok* 
" I believe they might be good beings, bat they, 
were not fit to be in the university of Oxford. A 
cow is a very good animal in the field ; but we turn 
her out of a garden." Lord Elibank used to repeat 
this SM an illustration uncommonly happy. 



No. XVII. 

FREE WILL. 

Dr. Mayo, (addressingDr. Johnson) ** Pray, sir, 
have you read Edwards, of New England, on Grace ?" 
Johnson. " No, sir." Boswell. « It puzzled me 
so much as to the freedom of the human will, by 
stating, with wonderful acute ingenuity, our being 
actuated by a series of motives which we cannot re- 
sist, that the only relief I had was to forget it," 
Mayo. ^' But he makes the proper distinction be- 
tween moral and physical necessity." Boswell. 
** Alas, sir, they come both to the same thing. You 
may be bound as hard by chains when covered by 
leather, as when the iron appears. The argument 
for the moral necessity of human actions is always, 
•I observe, fortified by supposing universal pre- 
science to be one of the attributes of the Deity." 
Johnson. " Vou are surer that you are free, than 
you are of prescience ; you are surer that you can 
lift up your finger or not as you please, than you 
are of any conclusion from a deduction of i^asou- 
ing. But let us consider a little the objection from 
prescience. It is certain I am either to go home 
to.night or not : that does not prevent my ire^om". 
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BosuFBix. " Thae it ia certain you are either to go 
^home or not, does not prevent your freedom; 
because, the liberty of choice between the two Is 
compatible with that certainty. But if one of these 
events be certain now, you have no/Uiwe power of 
volition. If it be certain you are to go home to- 
night, you must go home." Johnson. " If I am 
weU acquainted with a inan, I can judge, with great 
probability, how he will act in any case, without his 
bdng restrained by my judging. God may have this 
probability increased to certainty." Bosweli. 
" When it is increased to certaintfj, freedom ceases ; 
because t^at cannot be certainly known which is 
not certain at the time : but if it be certain at the 
time, it is a contradiction in terms to maintain that 
there can be afterwards any amtingencp dependent 
upon the exercise of the will, or any thing else." 
Johnson. " All theory is against the freedom of 
the will ; all experience for it." 

No. XVIII. 

SUPERSTITION. 

BoswELL introduced the subject of second sight, 
and other mysterious manifestations ; the fulfil- 
ment of which, he suggested, might happen bj' 
chance. Johnson. " Yes, sir, but they have hap* 
pened so often, that mankind have agreed to think 
them not fortuitous." 

Mrs. Williams told a storyof second sight, which 
biH>P^»^^ >o Wales, where she was born. — He 
listened to it very attentively, and said he should be 
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glad to Irave some iiirtaiict's of that facnity y^^lX 
authenticated. His elevated wiKh for more and 
- more evidence for spirit, iu oppositiou to the gro- 
velling belief of materialiifni, led him to a love of 
such mysterious disquisitions. He "again justly ob- 
served, that we could have no cert;M»ity of the 
truth of supernataral appearances, unless something 
was told us which we could not know by ordinary 
means, or something done which could not be done 
but by supernatural ^jower : that Pliaraoh, in reason 
and justice, required such endence from Mijses ; 
nay, that our Saviour said, " If I had not doite 
among them fhe works which none other man did, 
they had not had sin." He had said in the moro* 
ing, that Macautay's History of St. Kilda, was 
very well written, except some foppery about liberty 
and slavery. Boswell mentioned to hiffl', that Ma- 
caulay told him, he was advised to leave oiit of his 
book the wonderful story, that upon the approach 
of a stranger all the inhabitants catch cold ; but 
that it had been so well authenticated, he deter- 
mined to retain it. Johnson.- " Sir, to leave things 
out of a book, merely because people tell you they 
will not be believed, is meanness. Macaulay acted 
with more magnanimity." 

On a former occasion, Johnson had said, "Mstm 
caulay, who writes the account of St. Kilda, set out 
with a prejudice against prejudice, and wanted to 
be a smart modern thinker ; and yet he affirms for 
a truth, that when a ship arrives there, all thelU'* 
habitants are seized with a cold.** 

Dr. John Campbell, the celebrated writer, took a 
great deal of pains to ascertiun this fact, and at- 
tempted to account for it on physical- priueiples. 
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from tlte efftct of efflovta from humaQ bodies. A 
lady of Norfolk, in a letter io. Dr. Buruey, meiu 
tioD8 the foUuifviiig solution of it : *'. Now for the eas- 
plicaiioa-of this seemiug mystery, ivhich is so very 
oiyviotis, as, for that reason, to have escaped tke 
penet ration of Dr. Johnson and his friend, as well 
as that of the author.- Reading the book with my 
iugenions friend, the late reverend Mr. Christian, 
«f Docking — after ruminating a little, * The cause,' 
says he, Ms a natural one. The" situation of St. ~ 
Kilda renders a north*east wind indispensably ne- 
cessary before a stranger caN land. The wind, oot 
4he stranger, occasions an epidemic cold !' If I am 
4iot mistaken, Mr. Macaulay is dead ; if living, this 
solution might please him, as I lio])e It will Mr. 
Bosweil, in return for the many agreeable hours his 
works have afforded us.'* 

Of John Wesley, be siud, *' He can talk well on 
any sttbjjjct." Boswelu ** Pray, sir, what,ha» he 
made of bis story of a gbost ?" Johnson. ** Why, 
sir, be believes it ; but oot on sufficient authority. 
He did not take time enough to examine the girl. 
It was at Newcastle, where the ghost was sai^ to 
have appeared to a young woman several times, 
mentioning' something about the right to an old 
house, advising application to be made to an attor- 
ney, which was done ; and, at the same tinte, say- 
ing the attorney would do nothing, which proved to 
be the fact* * This,' says John, < is a proof that a 
ghost- knows our thoughts.' Now (laughing) it is 
not necessary to know our thoughts, to tell that 
an attorney will sometimes do nothing. Charles 
Wesley, who is a more stationary man, does not be- 
4levethe story% I. am sorry that John did not take 
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more pa|n» to in^ire into the evidtece for it.** 
Miss Seward, (with an incredulons smile) 
**WhtL%, sir! about a ghost?" Johnson, (with 
solemn yehemence)^* Yes, madam: this is a 
question which, after five tlnmsand years, is yetvn* 
decided ; a question, whether in 'theology or phi* 
losophy, one of the most important that can come 
before the human understanding." 

Talking Of belief in ghosts, he siud, *< Sir, I 
make ft distinction between what a man may expe- 
rience by the mere strength of his imagination, and 
wiiat imagination cannot possibly produce. Thus, 
suppose that I should think that I saw a form, and 
heard a voice cry, * Johnson, you are a very idcked 
fellow ; and, unless you repent, you will certainly be 
punished }' my own nnworthiness is so deeply im- 
pressed upon piy mind, that I might imagine I thus 
saw and beard ; and therefore I should not bdieve 
that an external communication had been made to 
me. But if a form should appear, and a voice 
should tell me, that a particular man had died at a 
particular place, and a particular hour-~afact which 
I had no apprehension of^ nor any means of know- 
ing; ^d this fact, vrtthail its circumstances, should 
afterwards be unquestionably proved-^! should^ hi 
this case, be persuaded that I had supernatural in* 
telligence imparted to me." Boswell adds — ** Here 
it is proper, once for all, to give a true and foir state- 
ment of Johttsou's way of thinking upon the question, 
whether departed spirits are ever permitted to ap- 
pear in this world, or in any way to operate upon 
human life. He has been ^norantly misrepresented 
as weakly credulous upon that subject ; and there- 
fore) though I feel an inclination to disdain aad 
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treat with silent contempt so foolish a notion con- 
cerning my illustrious friend } yet, as I find it hUs 
gained grojand, it is necessary to refate it. The 
real fact then is, that Johnson had a very philoso- 
phical miud, and such a rational respect for testi- 
mony, as to make him submit bis understanding to 
what was authentically proved, though he could not 
comprehend why it was so. Being thus disposed, 
he was willing to inquire into the truth of any re- 
lation of supernatural agency ; a general belief of 
which has prevailed in all nations and ages. But 
so far was he from being the dupe of implicit fsuth, 
that he examined the matter with a jealous atteD> 
tion, and no man was more ready' to refute its 
falsehood when he had discovered it. Churchill, 
in his poem entitled The Ghost, availed himself 
. of the absurd credulity imputed to Johnson, and 
drew a caricature of him under the name of Pom- 
poso ; representing him as one of the believers of 
the story of a ghost in Cock-lane, which, in the 
year 1762, had gained very general credit in London. 
Many of my readers, I am convinced, are to this 
hour under an impression, that Johnson was thus 
foolishly deceived. It will therefore surprise them ^ 
a good deal, when they are informed, upon nn- 
doubted authority, that Johnson was one of those 
by whom the imposture was detected. The story 
had become so popular, that he thought it should 
be investigated; and in this research he^was as- 
sisted by the reverend Dr. Douglas, afterwan|s 
bishop of Salisbury, the great detector of impos- 
tures I who informs me, that after the gentlemen 
who went and examined into the evidence, were sa- 
tisfied of its falsity, Johnson wrote, in their presence. 
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au acconot of it, which was pubiislied in the neive* 
papers and Geutleman's MagasUK, and andecetred 
■the world.* - - 

* The aocount ww as follows 4 «« On the night of the let 
of February, many gentlemen, eminent for their rank and 
eharacter, were, by the invita&m of the feveirend Mr. AM- 
rich, of Clerkenwell, assembled at his house, for the exa- 
-mtaation of the noises supposed to be made by a departed 
iqpirit, for the detection of some enormous crime. 

" About ten at night the gentlemen met in the chamber 
in which the girl, supposed to bo dbturbed by a spirit, had, 
"With proper caution, been put to bed by several ladies. 
- They sat rather more (han an hour, and hearing notttlng, 
«re&t down stairs, when they interrogated the father of Qm 
Si'U who denied, in the strongest terms, any knowledge or 
belief of fltaud.; 

" The supposed spirit had before publicly promised, by 
an affirmative knock, that it would attend one of the gen- 
tlemen into the vault under the church o/ St. John Clerk- 
enwell, where the body is deposited, and give a token of her 
pnaenoe there, by a knock upon ha coffin ; it was -there- 
fore determined to make this trial of the existence or vera- 
city of the supposed spirit. 

" While they were inquiring and deliberating, they were 
summoned into the girl's chamber by some ladies who 
were near her bed, and who had heard knocks and scratches. 
When the gentlemen entered, the girl dectored. thiit fbe 
felt the spirit like a mouse upon her back, and was re* 
quired to hold her hands out of bed. From that time, 
though the spirit was very solemnly required to maniftet 
its existence by appearance, by impression on the hand or 
' body ot any pvesent, by seratdies, knocks, or any other 
agwcy, no evidence of any preternatural power was «x- 



^' The spirit was then very seriously advertised, that the 
peiaon to. whom the promise Was made of striking the 
ooffln, was then about to vikit the vault, and that the,.per- 
formaace of die promise was then daimed. The compuiy. 
at one o'dodEytrmt Into the ehntch* and the genttonaai to 
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Bd&w£Ll. '' i do not kuow whether there are 
any well attested stories of the appearance of ghoiiUi, 
Yoo kuow there is a fanioas story of the appearance 
of Mrs. Veal, prefixed to Drellnoonrt on Death." 
Johnson. '* I believe, sir^ that is given ap : I be- 
lieve the woman declared^ npou her death*bed,that 
it was a lie."* Boswbll. *< This objection is made 
against the truth of ghosts appearing; thut if they 
are in a state of happiness, it would be a punish- 
ment to them to return to this world ; and if they 
are in a state of misery, Tt would be giving them a 
respite." Johnson. *' Why, sir, as the happiness 
or misery ofemlxicUed spirits does not depend opon 
place, but is intellectual, we cannot say they are lest 
happy or less miserable by appearing upon earth." 

Another time, the subject of ghosts l>eing intro* 
duced, Johnson told Boswell of a friend of his, au 
honest man, and a man of sense, having asserted 



whom the promise was made, went with another into the 
vault. The spirit was solemnly required to perform its 
promise, tmt nothing more than nlence ensued : the person, 
supposed to be accused by the spirit, then went down with 
sevexsl oChers, but no ^ttbvt was perceived. Upon their 
return, they .examined the girl« but could draw no oanHss- 
sion flrom her. Between two and three, she deaired, and 
wa^ permitted to go home with her fkther. 

*' It is, therefore, the opinion of the whole assembly, 
that the child has some art of making or oountevfeiting a 
particular noise, and -that there is no agency of any hlgbar 



• This fiction is known to be invented by Daniel Defoe, 
and was added to the second edition of the English transla- 
tion of Drelincourt's work, (which was originally written in 
French,) to make it sell. The first edition had it i 
Malonc 

VOL. II. I 
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to him^ that be bad seen an apparitioii^ OoIdsmitlK 
aaid, be was aarared by bis brbther, tbe reverend 
Mr. Goldsmith, that he atao bad seen oae. Getienil 
Oglethorpe Belated, that Prendergast, ao officer io 
tbe duke of Marlhorough't army, had ineotioned 
to many of bis friends, that he should die on a par- 
ticular day t that upou that day a battle took place 
with the French; that after it was orer, and Pren* 
dergast was still alive, his brother officers, while they 
were yet in the field, jestingly asked him where was. 
his prophecy. now ? Prendergast gravely answered, 
'* I shall die notwithstanding what you see." Soon 
afterwards, there came a shot from a French bat* 
tery, to which the orders for a cessation of arm^s 
had not reached, and be was killed upon the spot« 
Colonel Cecil, who took possession of his efibcts, 
iouod iu his pocket-book the following solemn 
coiryt 

[Here the date.] ** Dreamt — or — : * 

sir John Friend meets me ;" (here the very day on 
which he was killed was mentioned.) Prendergast 
had been convicted with sir John, who was executed 
lor high treason. General Oglethorpe said, he was 
with coionel Cecil, when Pope came and inquired 
into the truth of this story, which made a great 
hoise at the tlme^ and was then confirmed by the 
coloQdL 

' Johnson bad s^d on. a former occasion, he knew 
oae friend, who was an honest man, and a sensible 

• Here WM a blank, which may be filled up thus:^ 
wtu told by an apparition ;**— «the writer being probably 
uncertain whether he was asleep or awake, when his mind 
Was impressed with the solemn presentiment, with which 
Che Cut afterwards happened so wonderfully Io correspond. 
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man, who told him be had s^n a gho8t**old Mr. 
Edward Cave, the printer, at St. John's Gate. He 
said, Mr. Cave did not lilie to talk of it, and seemed 
to he in great horror whenever it was mentioned. 
BoswELL. '* Pray, sir, what did he say was the ap- 
pearance ?** Johnson. ** Why, sir, something of 
a shadowy lieing." 

Boswell raeutioned witches, and aslced him what 
|hey properly meant. Johnson. ** Why, sir, they 
properly mean those who make use of the aid of 
€vil s|}irit8." Boswelu " There is, no doubt, sir, 
a general report and belief of their having existed." 
Johnson. ** You have not only the general report 
and t)elief, but you have many voluntary solemn 
confessions/* He did not affirm any thing posi- 
tively upon a subject, which it is the fashion of the 
times to laugh at as a matter of absurd credulity : 
he only seemed willing, as a candid inquirer after 
truth, however strange and inexplicable, to show 
that he understood what might be urged for it. 



No. XIX. 

FUTURE STATE.— DEATH. 

Boswell, one night, finding him in a very good hu- 
tdonr, ventured to lead him to the subject of our 
sUoatioD ID a future state, hariag much curiosity 
to know his notions on that point. Johnson. 
** Why, sir, the happiness of an unembodied spirit 
will consist in a consciousness of the favour of God, 
IB the contemplation of truth, and in the possession 
«f felicitating Ideas." Boswell, " But, sir, is 



d by Google 



172 JOBHSONIANA. 

there aoy harm in formiiig to onnelves coujectaret 
as to the particaUn of our happiness, though the 
Scripture has said bat very little on the subject ? 
* We knoir not what we shall be.' " Johnson. 
** Sir, there is uo harm. What philosophy suggests 
to us on this topic is probable ; what Scripture tells 
us is certjuu. Dr. Henry More has carried it as far 
as philosophy cao. You may buy both his theolo- 
gical and philosophical works in two volumes folio, 
for about eight sbilliugs." Bo&well. ** One of the 
most pleasing thoughts is, that we shall see our 
fricuds again.*' Johnson. " Yca, sir; but yon 
must coubider, that when we are become purely ra- 
tioual, mauy of our friendships will be cut off. 
Many friendships are formed by a community of 
sensual pleasures : all these will be cut off. We 
form many friendships with bad meii, because they 
have agreeable qualities, and they can be useful to 
us ; bat, after death, they can no longer be of use 
to us. We form many frieudships by mistake* 
imagining people to be different from what they 
' really are : after death, we shall see every one in a 
true light, llien, sir, they talk of our meeting our 
relations : but then all relationship is dissolved ; 
and we shall have no regard for one person more 
than anotibcr, but for their real value. However, 
we shall either have the satisfaction of meeting our 
friends, or be satisfied without meeting them.*' 
BoswELL. '< Yet, sir, we see in Scripture, that 
Dives still retained an anxious concern about his 
brethren." Johnson. " Why, sir, we must either 
suppose that passage to be metaphorical, or hold, 
with many divines, and all the Purgatorians, that 
departed souls do not all at once aijrive at the uu 
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most perfection of which they are capable.*' Bos- 
well. *' I think, sir, that is a very rational sop- 
position." Johnson. ** Why, yefr,.sir ; but we do 
not know it is a trne oue>: there is no harm in be- 
lieving it ; but yon must not compel others to make 
it an article of faith; for it is not revealed." 
BoswELL. *' Do you think, sir, it is wrong in a 
man who holds the doctrine of purgatory, to pray 
for the. souls of his deceased friends?" Johnson* 
** Why no, sir." Boswbll. " I have been told, 
that in the liturgy of the episcopal church of Scot- 
land, there was a form of prayer for the dead." 
Johnson. '^ Sir, it is not in the liturgy which Laud 
framed for the episcopal church of Scotland : if 
there is a liturgy older than that, I should be glad 
to see it." )Boswell. *' As to our employment in 
a future iState, the sacred writings say liule : the 
Revelation^ however, of St. John gives us many 
ideas, and particularly mentions music." Johnson, 
*' Why, sir, ideas must be given yon by means of 
something which you know : and as to music, there 
are some philosophers and divines who have main- 
tained, that we shall not be spiritualized to such a 
degree, but that something of matter, very much 
refined, will remain : in that case, music may make 
a part of our future felicity." 

In a mixed company^ Boswell expressed a horror 
at the thoui;ht of death; Mrs. Knowles. " Nay, 
thou shouldst not have a horror for what is the gate 
of life." ' Johnson (standing upon the hearth roil** 
ing about, with a serious, solemn, and somewhat 
gloomy air.) " No rational man can die without 
uneasy apprehension.'* Mrs. Knowles. " The 
Scriptures tell us, * The righteous shall have hop^ 
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iu his death.' " Johnson. ** Yen, madam ; that it^ 
he shall not have despair. But, consider, his hope 
of salvation must be founded on the terms on 
which it is promised that the mediation of our Sa- 
viour shall be applied to us — ^namely, obedience; 
and where obedience has failed, then, as suppletory 
to it, repentance. But what man can say, that his 
obedience has been such, as he would approve of iu 
another, or even in himself, upon close examination; 
or that his repentance has not been such as to re- 
quire being repented of ? No man can be sure that 
his obedience aud repentance will obtain salvation.** 
Mrs. Ki30wl£s. *' Butdivioe intimation of accept, 
ance may be made to the soul.'* Johnson. *' Ma- 
dam, it may; but I should not think the better of 
. a man, who sho\ild tell me, on his death-bed, he was 
sure of salvation. A'man cannot be sure himself, 
that he has divine intimation of acceptance ; much 
less can he make others sure that he has it.*' Bos- 
Well. •*Then, sir, we must be contented, to ac- 
knowledge, that death is a terrible thing." John« 
SON. *' Yes, sir: I have made no approaches to it 
state, which can look on it as not terrible.'* . Mas. 
Kmowles (seeming to enjoy a pleasing serenity in 
the persuasion of benignant divine light.) ** Does 
not St. Paul say, ' I have fought the good fight of 
feith, I have finished my course ; henceforth is laid 
up for me a crown of life ?* '* Johnson. *' Yes, 
madam ; but here was a man inspired, a man who 
had been converted by supernatural interposition." 
BoswELL. ^' In prospect death is dreadful ; but in 
fact we find that people die easy." Johnson. 
•• Why, sir, most people have not tkought much of 
the matter, so cannot say much ; and it is supposed. 
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they die easy. Few beliere it certs^u tliey ar6 
then to die ; and thotse who do, set themiselves to 
behave with resolution, as a man does who is going 
to be hanged — he is not the less unwilling to be 
hanged.*' Miss Seward. ** There is one mode of 
the fear of death, which is certainly abaurd ; and 
that is the dread of annihilation, which is only « 
pleasing sleep withonc a dream.'* Johnson. ** It 
is neither pleasing, nor sleep : it is nothing. Now 
mere existence is so much better than nothing, that 
one would rather exist, even in pain, than not ex-» 
ist.'* Boswell. ** If annihilation be nothing, then 
existing in pain is not a comparative state, but is a 
positive evil, which I cannot think we should choose. 
I must be allowed to differ here ; and- it Would lessen 
the hope of a future state, founded on the argument, 
that the Supreme Being, who is good as he is great, 
will hereafter compensate for our present sufferings 
in this life : for if existence, such as we have it 
here, be comparatively a good, we have no reason 
to compliUn, though no more of it should be given 
to us. But if our only state of existence were it| 
this world, then we might, with some reason, com« 
plain that we are so dissatisfied with our enjoyments, 
compared with our desires.** Johnson. *' The 
lady confonnds annihilation, which is nothing, with 
the apprehension of it, which is dreadful : it is in 
the apprehension of it, that the horror of annihila- 
tion consists.'* 

Johnson*, with that native fortitude, whicb, amidst 
all his bodily distress and mental sufferings, never 
forsook him, asked Dr. Erocklesby, as a man in 
whom he had confidence, to tell him plainly whether 
he would recover. " Give me," said he, "a di- 
rect answer." The doctor, having first asked hiia 
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if he coold bear the whole truth, which way werer 
i^might lead, and being answered, that he could, 
declared, that, in his opinion, he could not recover 
without a miracle. " Then," said Johnson, " I 
wiil take no more physic, not even my opiates ; for 
I have prayed that I may render up my soul to God 
andooded." In this resolution he persevered, and, 
at the satme time, used only the weakest kind of 
sustenance. Being pressed by Mr. Windham to 
take somewhat more generous nourishment, lest 
too low a diet should have the very effect which he 
dreaded, by debilitating his mind, he said, *' I will 
take any thing but inebriating sustenance." 

As he opened a note which his servant brought to 
him, he md, ** An odd thought strikes me :— we 
shall i^ceive no letters in the grave." 

While Johnson and Boswell were at Lichfield, aa 
they sat at breakfast one day, the doctor received a 
letter by the post, which seemed to agitate him 
very^uch. When he had read it, he exclaimed, 
** One of the most dreadfol things that has hap- 
pened in my lime." The phrase, my time, like the 
word df^e, is usually anderstood to refer ^o an event 
of a public or general nature. Boswell imagined 
something like an assassination of the king — ^like 
a gunpowder plot carried into execution-r-or like 
Mother'fire of London. When asked, " What is 
it,, sir?" he answered, " Mr. Thrale has lost his 
only son V* This was, no doubt, a very great aflBic- 
tion to Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, which their frieftds 
would consider accordingly; but from the manniir 
in which theiulelligenceof it was communicated by 
Johnson, it appearedfor the moment to be compara<f 
tively small. Boswell, however, soon felt a sincere 
Dy and was curious to observe how Dr. John-. 
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son would be affected. • He said, '* lliis is a total 
extinctioti to their family, as much as if they were 
sold into captivity." Upoo mentiouiog, that Mr. 
Thrale bad daughters, who might inherit bis 
wealth — " Daughters !" said Johnson, warmly, 
" he'll no more valne his daughters than — ** 
Boswell was going to speak. " Sir," said he, ** don't 
you know how you yourself think ? Sir, he wishes 
to propagate his name." In short, male succession 
was strong in his mind, even where there, was no 
name, no family, of any long standing. Boswell 
said, it was lucky he was not present when this 
misfortune happened. Johnson. ^' It is lucky fox 
me: people in distress never think that -^9i> feel 
enough." Boswell. " And, sir, they will have 
the hope of seeing yon, which will be. a relief, \n 
the mean time ; and when you get to them, the pain 
will be so far abated, that they will be capable of 
being consoled by you, which, in the first violence 
of it, I believe, would not be the case." Johnson. 
'* No, sir ; violent pain of mind, like violent pain 
of body, muit be severely felt." Boswell. ** I 
own, sir, I have not so much feeling for the distress 
of others, as some people Jbave, or pretend to have ; 
but I know this, that I would do all in my power to 
relieve them." Johnson. *' Sir, it is affectation to 
pretend to feel the distress of others as much as 
they do themselves : it is equally so, as .if one 
should pretend to feel as much pain while a friend's 
leg is cutting off, as he does. No, sir; you have 
expressed the rational and just nature of sympathy. 
I would have gone to the extremity of the earth to 
have preserved this boy." 

He was soon quite calm. The letter -was imm 
Mr.Thrale*s clerk, and concluded, " I uted not say 
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bow nradi they wish to see yon id LondoD.** He 
Mdd, ** We shall hasten back to Taylors.'* 

Boswell adds, <' After dinner. Dr. Johnson wrote 
a letter to Mrs. 'fhrale, on the death of her son. I 
said, ic woald be very distressing to Thrale, bot she 
wonld soon forget it, as she had so many things to 
think of. Johnson. ' No, sir,ThraIe will forget it first: 
*k0 has many things that she may think of; he has 
many things that be mewl think of.' This was a very 
JQSt remark upon the different effects of those light 
parsaits, which occupy a vacant and easy mind, and 
tho»(e serious engagements, which arrest attention^ 
and keep us from brooding over grief. 

" ill the evening, we went to the Town-hall, 
which was converted into a temporary theatre, and 
saw Theodosius, with The Stratford Jubilee, I was 
happy to see Dr. Johnson sitting in a couspicnous 
part of the pit, and receiving affectionate homage 
from all his acquaintance. We were quite gay and 
tterry. I afterwards mentioued to him, that I con- 
demned myself for being so, when poor Mr. and 
Mrs. Thrale were in sach distress. Johnson. 
' Yoo are wrong, sir ; twenty years hence Mr. and 
Mrs. Thrale will not su^er much pain from the 
death of their son. Now, sir, yon are to consider, 
that distant of place, as well as distance of time, 
operates upon the human feelings: i would not 
have yoa be gay in the presence of the distressed, 
because it wonld shock them ; but you may be gay 
at a distance. Pain for the loss oi a friend, or of a 
relation whom we love, is occasioned by the want 
which we fed : in time, the vacuity is filled with 
something else ; or sometiibes the vacuity closes up 
oficieli:"' 
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